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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
9  Park  Stkeet,  Bostom,  Mass.,  Jan.  2,  1895. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentalives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  third  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  seventh  in  the  series  of  reports  on  public 
records. 

In  the  third  and  subsequent  reports  the  need  of  legislation 
to  insure  greater  safety  and  a  better  condition  of  the  records 
has  been  set  forth.  Each  year  of  experience  and  familiarity 
with  the  records  and  the  conditions  surrounding  them  con-  . 
vinces  me  more  and  more  that  a  general  revision  and  codifi- 
cation of  the  laws  pertaining  to  them  is  necessary,  beginning 
with  a  definition  of  the  word  records.  This  report  will, 
however,  be  devoted  more  to  the  presentation  of  facts  show- 
ing the  great  loss  of  records,  what  has  been  done  in  the 
cities  and  towns  since  1889  for  the  better  protection  and 
preservation  of  them,  what  is  still  needed  to  make  the  con- 
ditions conform  to  the  present  laws,  and  to  giving  informa- 
tion acquired  during  the  year. 

Within  a  few  years  there  has  been  an  increasing  interest 
in  records,  and  a  growing  sentiment  that  the  public  records 
should  have  an  attention  they  have  not  3'et  received  in  this 
country,  and  I  hope  that  with  the  growth  of  sentiment  will 
come  the  needed  legislation.  Each  year  since  1889  has 
brought  some  legislation  upon  the  subject. 

Why  the  public  records  should  have  been  and  now  are  so 
neglected  and  treated  as  of  such  little  worth  is  unexplainable. 
That  they  were  considered  worth  making  at  the  time  they 
were  made  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  from  the  earliest  days 
of  scripture  to  the  time  in  1()39,  when  "  Mr.  Stephen  AVin- 
throp  was  chosen  to  record  things  at  Boston,"  they  have 
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been  "written.  In  the  da3^s  of  scripture  they  were  valued, 
for  we  find  frequent  allusion  to  them  and  the  command  to 
search  the  book  of  records  of  thy  fathers,"  but  to-day  the 
command  would  more  often  be  to  search  for  the  book  of 
records.  Since  the  time  of  Winthrop  the  State  and  the 
public  have  paid  in  the  aggregate  large  sums  for  keeping 
records,  and  if  they  were  worth  keeping  at  the  time,  they 
are  surely  worth  preserving  after  all  evidence  but  their  pages 
has  forever  gone. 

Lost  Eecords  of  Cities  and  Towns. 
Few  persons  realize  the  extent  to  which  the  earlier  records 
of  the  towns  have  disappeared,  and  it  is  only  when  some 
question,  like  the  recent  one  of  the  place  of  establishment  of 
the  first  public  school  in  this  country,  brings  to  public  notice 
the  fact  that  certain  much  needed  records  are  missing,  that  the 
people  give  a  thought  to  the  matter.  Few  histories  of  the 
oldest  towns  or  churches  do  not  contain  the  phrase,  **It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  early  records  are  lost,"  and  in 
their  absence  tradition  often  is  accepted  as  history,  though 
perhaps  tiilse.  If  the  reader  of  the  history  gives  any  thought 
to  the  sentence,  it  is  doubtless  to  think  that  it  is  an  excep- 
tional case,  but  the  following  pages  will  dispel  that  impres- 
sion. 

In  fixing  upon  the  date  from  which  there  should  be 
records  of  a  town,  the  time  of  the  first  mention  of  the  town 
in  the  records  of  the  State  has  been  adopted,  either  under 
its  present  name  or  a  former,  if  it  had  one.  There  may  be 
parish  records  in  some  cases  which  would  supply  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  town  records  ;  but  as  these,  if  in  existence,  are 
not  in  possession  of  the  cities  or  towns,  their  existence  is  not 
known  to  the  clerks,  and  they  are  more  than  likely  to  be  lost. 
The  valuation  lists  which  have  been  lost  or  ruthlessly  de- 
stro3^cd  are  not  included  in  this  statement.  The  manner  of 
using  a  record  book  in  early  days  for  records  of  all  kinds  — 
entered  without  regard  to  chronological  order,  and  either  in 
the  front  of  a  volume,  or,  as  one  recording  officer  noted  in 
the  index,  in  the  "  liook  tother  way" —  makes  it  diificult  to 
determine  the  earliest  dates  in  the  oldest  volumes,  but  great 
care  has  been  taken  to  obtain  them.  The  dates  given  are  all 
inclusive. 
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Adams.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1833  to  1854,  of  births 
from  1778  to  1844,  of  marriages  from  1778  to  1854,  and  of  deatlis 
from  1778  to  1844  and  from  1855  to  1877.  All  of  these  were 
burned  in  1878. 

Amesbury.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  ICCG 
to  1686. 

AsiiFiELD,    Records  of  proceedings  from  1765  to  1775. 

Atiiol.    Proprietors'  records  from  1734  to  1749, 

Barnstable.    All  records  from  1638  to  1640. 

Berlin.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1784  to 
1841.  There  is,  however,  a  copy  containing  also  entries  copied 
from  family  records. 

BiLLERiCA.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1753  to  1778. 

Blandford.    All  for  the  first  year,  1741. 

Brimeield.  Proprietors'  records  from  1722  to  1730.  Records 
of  marriages  from  1843  to  1855.  The  proprietors'  records  were 
burned. 

Brookfield.  Many  records  from  1673  to  1770.  These  were 
burned.  A  copy  of  the  legible  pages  saved  from  fire,  covering  the 
years  from  March,  1717,  to  Dec.  4,  1753,  was  made. 

Buckland.    All  records  from  1779  to  1876.   These  were  burned. 

Cambridge.    Records  of  the  common  council  from  1858  to  1860. 

Cheshire.    Records  of  births  and  deaths  from  1793  to  1857. 

Chilmark.    All  records  from  1694  to  1703. 

Clarksburg.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1798  to  1854,  and 
of  birtiis,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1798  to  1845. 

Colrain.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1799  to  1802,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1760  to  1762. 

Dartmouth.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1664  to  1674,  of 
births  from  1664  to  1666,  of  marriages  from  1664  to  1724  and 
from  1739  to  1790,  and  of  deaths  from  1664  to  1717. 

Dorchester.  All  records  from  1630  to  1632;  records  of  ])ro- 
ceedings  from  1780  to  1808  and  from  1845  to  1851  ;  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  from  1633  to  1645;  and  some  unknown 
records,  as  shown  by  the  following  entry  in  tlie  Dorchester  church 
records  at  an  uncertain  date:  ''Mr.  Millet  Town  Records  in  part 
burnt  in  His  House." 

Dracut.    All  records  from  1701  to  1710. 

DuxBURY.    All  records  from  1637  to  1639. 

Easthampton.  Records  of  deaths  prior  to  1813,  and  of  births 
from  1813  to  1843. 

EOgartown.  Records  of  proceedings  of  both  Great  Harbour 
and  Edgartown  from  the  date  of  the  establislimcnt  of  Great  Har- 
bour, prior  to  1671,  to  1675. 
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Egremont.  Records  of  proceedings  from  17G0  to  1838,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  17G0  to  1841.  These  were 
burned. 

Fairiiaven.    All  records  from  1812  to  1814. 

Fkamingiiam.    All  records  from  1675  to  1700. 

Franklin.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1778 
to  1844.    There  is,  however,  a  copy. 

Freetoavn.  Records  of  the  proprietors  of  *'Ye  Freeman's 
Lands  of  Freetown"  from  1G83  to  1G87,  which  probably  con- 
tained records  of  proceedings;  and  the  record  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths  from  1G83  to  1G85. 

Gay  Head.    Records  of  proceedings  from  187G  to  1880. 

Gloucester.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 
1829  to  1838. 

Grafton.  Proprietors'  records  from  1728  to  1742.  There  is, 
however,  a  copy. 

Granville.  Records  of  proceedings  of  the  Plantation  of  Bed- 
ford from  1737  to  1750,  and  of  Granville  from  1754  to  1796,  and 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1835  to  1842. 

Great  Bakrington.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1813  to  1815. 
These  were  burned. 

Groton.    All  records  from  1655  to  1661. 

Halifax.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1830 
to  1840. 

Hard  WICK.  Records  of  proprietors  from  1734  to  1747.  There 
is,  however,  a  copy. 

HAimiCH,  All  records  from  1694  to  1703.  These  were  evi- 
dently torn  from  the  first  volume. 

Haverhill.    Records  of  proceedings  for  1641  and  1642. 

HoFKiNTON.    All  records  from  1715  to  1722. 

Hull.    All  records  from  1644  to  1656. 

Lancaster.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1671  to  1717. 

Leicester.  Nearly  half  the  leaves  of  one  of  the  earliest  vol- 
umes of  proprietors'  records. 

Lynn.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1637  to  1690  and  from 
1818  to  1849  ;  and  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1637  to 
1700.  There  is  a  copy  of  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 
1675  to  1800. 

Malden.    All  records  from  1649  to  1677. 

Manchester.  All  records  from  1645  to  1653,  excepting  a  few 
miscellaneous  ones. 

Mauhlehead.  All  records  from  1633  to  1647;  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  to  1652;  and  of  proceedings  from 
1710  to  1721. 
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Marion.    Records  of  selectmen  from  1852  to  1880. 

Masiipee.    All  records  from  1763  to  1834. 

Medfield.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1860  to  1874.  These 
were  burned. 

Medford.    All  records  from  1630  to  1669. 

Medway.  Some  volumes  of  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  were  burned  in  1870,  but  the  missing  records  have  been 
supplied  from  returns  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Mendon.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1675  to  1680. 
Milton.    All  records  from  1662  to  1667,  excepting  two  entries 
in  1663. 

MoNFON.  Records  of  proceedings  for  1760  and  1761,  and  of 
marriages  from  1762  to  1800. 

Mount  Washington.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1779  to 
1795,  and  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1779  to  1860, 
excepting  a  few  marriages  from  1838  to  1843.   These  were  burned. 

Nantucket.  Records  of  proceedings  of  Sherburn  from  1687  to 
1698. 

Natick.    AU  records  from  1679  to  1702. 

New  Braintree.  Records  of  the  proprietors  prior  to  1751. 
References  in  later  records  show  that  there  icere  proprietors' 
records. 

New  Salem.  All  records  from  1753  to  1854.  These  were 
burned. 

NoRTiiBOROUGH.  An  early  volume  of  the  proprietors*  records. 
This  has  been  missing  for  fifty  years. 

North  Brookfield.  All  records  from  1812  to  1861.  These 
were  burned.  Some  mutilated  pages  saved  from  fire,  covering 
records  of  town  meetings  from  February,  1859,  to  March,  1861, 
have  been  copied. 

Northfield.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1724  to  1765. 

Norton.  All  records  from  1711  to  1714,  and  from  1761  to 
1768. 

Oxford.  All  records  from  1693  to  1712.  These  were  probably 
burned  in  the  old  State  House  in  Boston. 

Palmer.  Records  of  -proceedings  from  1807  to  1818.  These 
were  burned. 

Petersham.    Records  of  births  from  1827  to  1843,  of  deaths 
from  1754  to  1843,  and  records  of  the  selectmen  prior  to  1841. 
1*lymoutit.    All  records  from  1620  to  1636. 
Princeton.    Records  of  proceedings  for  1759  and  1760. 
Provincetown.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1776  to  1788. 
Randolph.    Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1793 


a 


PUBLIC  RECORDS* 


[Jan. 


to  1843,  excepting  a  few  entries  of  births  in  the  latter  part  of  that 
period.  There  is,  however,  a  meagre  copy  of  births  from  1783  to 
1826. 

Richmond.    All  records  from  1770  to  1775. 

Rochester.    All  records  from  1G8G  to  1606. 

RoxBUKY.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1630  to  1646,  and 
**  The  town  book  wherein  most  men's  lands  being  recorded  (by) 
gods  providence  being  burned."  This  was  burned  prior  to  Jan. 
17,  1653. 

Russell.    All  records  from  1792  to  1803. 

Rutland.    All  records  from  1713  to  1719. 

Salem.    All  records  from  1630  to  1635. 

Sandwich.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1638  to  1650. 

SciTUATE.  Records  of  proceeilings  from  1633  to  1645,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  to  1638. 

Sheffield.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1769  to  1777. 

SouTinvicK.  All  records  from  1770  to  1776,  and  from  1820  to 
1833. 

Sterling.  All  records  from  1781  to  September,  1794.  These 
•were  burned. 

Stoughton.  Records  of  soldiers  in  the  Rebellion  and  some 
miscellaneous  records  were  burned. 

Stow.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1683  to 
1713. 

Sturbridge.  The  first  fourteen  pages,  covering  a  period  prior 
to  1733,  have  been  torn  from  the  proprietors'  records. 

Swansea.    Records  of  deatlis  from  1800  to  1843. 

Taunton.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1639  to  1803,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1639  to  1659  and  from  1701  to 
1799. 

Tewksbury.  Records  of  deaths  from  1830  to  1843.  These 
were  burned. 

TiSBURY.  Records  of  proceedings  of  both  IMiddletown  and 
Tisbury  from  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  Middletown,  prior 
to  1671,  to  1686,  and  from  1801  to  1837. 

Topsfield.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1648  to  1674,  and  of 
"births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1645  to  1695.  The  latter  have 
been  supplied  from  the  records  of  the  county  court. 

Townsend.  Records  of  proceedings  for  1732  and  1733,  and  of 
marriages  from  1780  to  1810. 

Walpole.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1776  to  1780. 

Washington.  Records  of  proceedings  for  tlie  year  from  April 
12,  1777,  to  April  16,  1778,  six  pages  being  torn  from  the  first 
volume. 
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Wenham.    Kecords  of  proceediugs  from  1646  to  1652. 

Westfield.  Records  of  proceediugs  from  1669  to  1674  and 
from  1763  to  1765. 

Westiiampton.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  dcatlis  from 
1778  to  1807.  There  is  a  copy  of  births  evidently  made  from  pri- 
vate records,  with  some  dates  as  early  as  1753. 

Weston.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1712  to  1745. 

Weymouth.    All  records  from  1635  to  1641. 

WiLLiAMSTOWN.  Rccords  of  proceedings  from  1765  to  1803  ;  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  for  that  period  ;  of  births  and  deaths 
from  1843  to  1860  ;  and  of  marriages  from  1823  to  1860.  A  copy 
of  births  obtained  from  other  sonrces  covers  births  from  1765  to 
1831  ;  and  some  original  records  of  births  to  1835,  with  a  few 
deatlis  in  1843  and  1844,  are  here  recorded. 

WonuRN.  Tiie  first  volume  is  lost.  There  is,  however,  a  volume 
"which  appears  to  be  a  copy  of  memoranda  of  important  events 
beginning  in  1640,  and  containing  the  regular  records  later. 

Wkentham.  The  first  volume  of  proceedings,  of  which,  how- 
ever, there  is  a  copy. 

Yarmouth.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1639  to  1677.  The 
records  of  the  First  Parish  from  1639  to  1679,  and  the  copies  of 
the  record  of  marriages  returned  to  the  court  under  the  act  of  June 
14,  1642,  to  1796,  are  missing  also.  All  of  the  above  were 
burned  at  different  times. 

Lost  Records  of  Counties. 
From  the  fact  that  the  county  records  have  had  abiding 
places  and  were  not  carried  about  from  house  to  house,  the 
loss  of  those  has  not  been  great,  and,  as  far  as  ascertained, 
the  followini]^  are  all  that  are  lost  from  the  several  series  :  — 

County  of  Barnstable, 
All  court  records  prior  to  Oct.  22,  1827. 

One  volume  of  records  of  the  probate  court  from  1821  to  1825. 
All  probate  files  prior  to  Oct.  22,  1827,  were  burned. 

Ninety-three  out  of  ninety-four  volumes  in  the  registry  of  deeds, 
covering  the  time  from  Oct.  6,  1686,  to  Oct.  22,  1827.  Thirty-two 
volumes  now  in  the  registry  contain  records  of  deeds  returned  and 
re-recorded  after  the  fire  of  Oct.  22,  1827. 

County  of  Bristol, 
Records  of  the  county  court  from  June  2,  1685,  to  July  14, 
1696.    The  records  from  July  14,  1696,  to  July  14,  1702,  have 
recently  been  found. 
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County  of  Essex, 
Records  of  mnn-iages  from  jSToveiiiber,  1631,  to  April,  1791, 
containing  records  of  the  following  towns  :  Andover,  INIerrimack 
Village  (now  Bradford),  Newbury,  Rowlc}^,  Salem,  Topsfield,  and 
Wenliam.    There  is,  however,  a  copy. 

County  of  Franldin. 
Records  of  the  county  commissioners  from  June  21,  1811,  to 
June  9,  1829. 

County  of  Middlesex. 
The  second  volume  of  records  of  the  county  court  from  1664  to 
1670. 

County  of  Nantuelcet, 
Records  of  the  county  commissioners  from  May,  1883,  to  May, 
1888. 

County  of  Suffolk. 
Records  of  the  court  of  assistants  prior  to  1673. 
Records  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  from  1692 
to  1701. 

Records  of  the  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  from  1751  to 
1776. 

The  loss  of  these  records  is  lamentable,  but  it  must  be  accepted. 
It  should  serve  as  a  warning  to  the  public  authorities  and  to  the 
custodians  of  records  of  all  kinds. 

Protection  of  Records  from  Fire. 
-  In  December,  1889,  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the  city 
government  of  each  city  and  the  selectmen  of  each  town 
calling  attention  to  the  requirement  that  safes  should  be  pro- 
vided for  the  records,  and  that  such  as  were  becoming  worn, 
mutilated,  or  illegible  should  be  bound  and  copied.  In- 
quiries soon  commenced  to  arrive  for  copies  of  the  new 
law,"  although  it  had  been  a  law  since  in  1851  cities  and 
towns  were  required  to  provide  "a  suitable  place  for  the 
safe  keeping"  of  their  records,  and  in  1857  were  required  to 
provide  safes.  The  circulars  have  been  followed  by  visits, 
and  such  action  as  seemed  nccessar}^,  and  the  following  pages 
show  the  improvement  made. 

That  the  building  of  the  city  and  town  halls  has  followed 
as  a  consequence  of  the  urging  to  action  in  providing  safe 
places  for  the  records  is  not,  of  course,  claimed  ;  but  in 
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several  places  where  buildings  had  been  authorized  by  vote, 
but  from  lack  of  harmony  work  had  not  been  commenced, 
it  was  entered  upon.  The  suggestion  that  a  vault  should  be 
placed  in  a  building  not  originally  intended  for  the  records 
has  in  some  cases  been  adopted. 

The  improvement  in  the  cities  is  given  in  detail  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Bp:verly.  a  large  vault  has  been  built,  and  everything  is 
protected. 

Boston.  Four  vaults  have  been  built  in  the  basement  of  the 
city  hall,  one  each  for  the  use  of  the  city  clerk,  the  auditor,  the 
collector,  and  the  city  registrar.  The  large  one  for  the  clerk's  use 
is  used  for  the  storage  of  ballot-boxes  and  ballots,  to  the  exclusion 
of  records.  The  vault  intended  for  tiie  city  registrar  lias,  since 
the  removal  of  his  oOice  to  the  old  court  house,  been  used  by  the 
mayor.  The  clerk's  record  room  has  been  fitted  with  metal  roller 
shelving,  and  a  large  metal  file  case  provided.  A  vault  for  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  has  been  built  in  the  Charity  Building  on 
Chardon  Street. 

The  removal  to  the  old  court  house  of  the  offices  of  the  city 
registrar,  board  of  health,  inspector  of  buildings,  board  of  survey, 
and  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  and  of  the  Dorchester 
branch  office  of  the  city  surveyor,  is  undoubtedly  an  improvement 
in  the  way  of  safety  ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  such  matter  as  is 
kept  in  a  vault  by  the  city  registrar,  the  records  are  unprotected 
from  fire,  and  the  law  as  it  stands  is  plainly  violated. 

BuocKTON.  A  city  hall  has  been  built,  containing  ten  vaults, 
nearly  all  large,  those  of  the  assessors  and  city  engineer  being 
especially  roomy.  All  the  records  are  protected.  The  vaults  are 
all  fitted  in  metal,  thereby  removing  all  possible  danger  from  fire 
within. 

Cambridge.  A  new  city  hall  has  been  built,  with  ample  vault 
room  for  the  records  of  the  several  departments.  The  city  engi- 
neer has  a  large  fire-proof  room  for  the  plans  and  note  books. 
The  overseers  of  the  poor  have  had  a  vault  built  for  their  records  in 
the  building  occupied  by  them.    All  records  are  now  protected. 

CiiicoPEE.  Two  new  safes  have  been  provided,  which  makes  a 
sufficient  equipment  for  the  present. 

P>ERETT.  A  new  brick  building  fitted  for  a  city  hall  has  been 
leased  for  a  term  of  ten  years.  The  city  clerk,  the  treasurer  and 
collector,  the  city  engineer,  and  the  assessors  each  have  a  vault 
in  their  oflices,  and  there  is  a  large  vault  in  the  basement  for  the 
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overflow  from  the  departments.  The  auditor,  the  clerk  of  tlie 
council,  the  inspector  of  buildings,  the  clerk  of  the  minor  depart- 
ments, and  the  overseers  of  the  poor  each  have  safes. 

Fall  River.  A  city  hall  has  been  completed,  with  several 
vaults,  but  no  provision  has  been  made  for  the  protection  of  the 
records  of  the  assessors  or  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

Glouckstek.  a  very  large  vault  has  been  built,  and  all  the 
records  are  now  protected. 

HoLYOKE.  Provision  has  been  made  for  keeping  the  records  of 
the  assessors  and  of  the  city  engineer,  which  were  unprotected,  in 
a  vault.    The  records  are  now  protected. 

Lowell.  A  new  city  hall  has  been  built,  and  all  the  depart- 
ments have  ample  vault  room,  some  fitted  in  metal.  The  city 
engineer  has  a  large  fire-proof  room  for  his  plans  and  note  books, 
and  all  records  are  protected. 

Malden.  a  large  vault  has  been  built,  annexed  to  the  city 
hall,  sufficient  for  the  overflow  of  records  from  the  safes  and  vaults 
of  the  several  departments.    All  records  are  now  protected. 

Marlhorougii.  The  city  hall  has  been  renovated,  and  four 
vaults  have  been  built.  The  clerk,  the  treasurer,  and  the  auditor 
each  have  a  vault  on  the  main  floor,  and  the  city  almoner  and  the 
water  registrar  each  one  in  the  basement,  which  is  above  ground 
on  two  sides.  The  assessors  have  the  safe  formerly  used  by  the 
clerk,  and  the  collector  has  two  new  ones.  All  the  records  are 
now  safe  from  fire,  whereas  the  clerk's  were  formerly  greatly 
exposed. 

Medford.  New  safes  have  been  procured  for  the  auditor  and 
the  assessors.    More  room  is  needed  for  the  records  of  the  clerk. 

New  Bedford^  A  new  safe  has  been  purchased  for  the  board 
of  public  works,  but  the  records  of  the  assessors  are  not  provided 
for. 

Newburyport.  a  new  vault  has  been  built  for  the  clerk's  use, 
having  nearly  twice  the  capacity  of  the  old,  and  all  records  are 
protected. 

Pittsfield.  The  town  hall  was  refitted  in  1890,  and  a  vault 
was  built  in  the  basement,  into  which  steam  heat  was  carried. 
In  1891  the  same  building,  then  the  city  hall,  was  remodelled,  and 
vaults  Were  built  for  the  clerk  and  the  assessors.  All  records  but 
the  plans  of  the  city  surveyor  are  now  in  vaults  or  safes. 

Salem.  The  vault  in  the  clerk's  ofllce  has  been  enlarged,  and 
a  large  one  has  been  built  in  the  basement  for  the  overflow  of 
records  from  the  safes  and  vaults.  All  the  records  are  protected, 
with  the  exception  of  a  part  of  those  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 
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SoMERViLLE.  A  Safe  has  been  provided  for  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  one  for  the  school  committee,  and  another  for  the  water 
board.    All  records  are  now  protected. 

Spiungfield.  a  new  safe  has  been  procured  for  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  and  another  for  the  school  committee.  The  water 
commissioners,  the  city  engineer,  the  highway  department,  and  the 
sewer  department  have  offices  in  a  building  apart  from  the  city  hall, 
and  vaults  have  been  built  for  them.  The  records  of  the  assessors, 
except  for  the  two  latest  years,  are  unprotected. 

Worcester.  A  new  safe  has  been  purchased  for  the  water 
commissioners,  only  sufficient,  however,  for  a  part  of  their  records. 
A  metal  closet  has  been  put  into  the  office  of  the  overseers  of  the 
poor,  which  is  expected  to  protect  the  records,  in  case  of  lire,  until 
they  can  be  removed.  The  records  of  the  assessors  are  unpro- 
tected, and  the  condition  of  affairs  is  so  far  from  creditable  to  the 
city  that  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  city  government  in  the 
inaugural  address  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  January  last. 

In  addition  to  those  cities  named  above  that  should  make 
further  improvement,  Lawrence  and  Northampton  should  pro- 
tect the  records  of  the  assessors,  and  Newton  and  AValtham 
those  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor.  The  loss  of  the  latter 
to  a  city  would  be  the  source  of  litigation  and  great  expense. 

In  the  following  cities  no  additional  protection  was  needed 
for  the  records  in  1889  :  Chelsea,  Fitchburg,  Haverhill, 
Quincy,  and  Woburn.  (The  interior  of  the  city  hall  in 
Haverhill  was  burned  in  1889,  and  remodelled  immediately 
after.) 

Boston  is  among  the  most  poorly  equipped  cities  and 
towns  in  the  State,  so  far  as  the  safety  of  its  records  is  con- 
cerned. As  stated  elsewhere,  most  of  the  records  in  the  old 
court  house  are  not  in  safes  or  vaults,  and  there  is  no  watch- 
man in  the  building.  No  attempt  at  safety  is  made  for  any 
of  the  records  of  the  assessors,  and  there  is  not  suthcient 
room  for  them.  Neither  the  treasurer,  the  auditor,  nor  the 
collector  has  sufficient  safe  room.  The  plans  of  the  sewer 
department  (containing  the  record  of  underground  work, 
which  could  not  by  any  possibility  be  replaced),  those  of  the 
city  surveyor,  and  of  the  city  engineer  are  all  above  the 
second  floor  of  the  city  hall,  and  there  is  no  pretence  that 
the  upper  part  of  the  building  is  firc-proof.    The  street 
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commissioners  have  a  small  worthless  safe,  containing  a  part 
only  of  their  rapidly  accumulating  records.  The  records  of 
the  school  committee  are  not  protected.  The  registrars  of 
voters  have  comparatively  few  of  their  records  protected, 
and  the  destruction  of  their  records  in  the  office  at  No.  14 
Beacon  Street  just  before  an  election  would  probably  prevent 
the  citizens  of  Boston  from  taking  part  in  it.  The  commis- 
sioners of  public  institutions  have  many  records  in  their  care 
unprotected,  largely  those  of  the  cities  and  towns  annexed 
to  Boston. 

In  justice  to  myself,  and  that  the  officials  of  small  towns 
who  have  been  urged  to  take  action  for  the  ])rotection  of 
their  records,  almost  to  the  point  of  compulsion,  may  not 
feel  that  I  have  paid  undue  attention  to  them  to  the  neglect 
of  Boston,  I  feel  it  necessary  to  state  the  facts  in  regard  to 
Boston.  On  the  24th  of  November,  1889,  and  again  on  the 
17th  of  Februar}^,  1890,  I  addressed  communications  to  his 
Honor  Mayor  Hart,  who  in  each  case  forwarded  them  to 
the  city  government,  urging  action.  As  a  result,  the  vaults 
mentioned  elsewhere  were  built.  The  gradual  vacating  of 
rooms  in  the  old  court  house,  which  commenced  soon  after, 
and  the  removal  of  some  offices  from  the  city  hall  to  that 
building,  where  the  construction  of  vaults  would  have  been 
easy  and  inexpensive,  and  the  preparation  of  plans  for  annex- 
ing the  court  house  to  the  city  hall,  led  me  to  delay  further 
urging.  Then  followed  the  idea  of  a  new  city  hall  and  a 
Dcw  building  for  the  registry  of  deeds  and  registry  of  pro- 
bate. Finding  in  January,  1894,  that  the  project  for  a  new 
city  hall  had  been  dropj)ed,and  that  such  records  as  had  been 
taken  to  the  court  house  were  not  in  safes  or  vaults,  and 
there  was  no  watchman  in  the  building,  I  addressed  a  com-^ 
munication  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  urging  action,  and  add- 
ing that  "the  members  of  the  city  council  may  not  be  aware 
that  the  city  is  liable  to  indictment  for  failure  to  provide  fire- 
proof receptacles  for  the  records."  This  was  not  transmitted 
to  the  city  council,  and  on  January  311  sent  a  du[)lieate, 
addressed  to  his  Honor  and  the  city  cjovernmeni.  As  on  the 
8th  of  IMarch  that  communication  had  not  been  transmitted, 
I  addressed  still  another  to  his  Honor,  asking  if  there  was 
any  reason  why  the  matter  should  not  be  laid  before  the  city 
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government  at  once.  I  added  that  the  records  in  the  office 
of  the  city  registrar  have  a  value  to  many  towns,  inasmuch 
as  the  earliest  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in 
towns  as  far  distant  as  the  present  Worcester  County  are 
contained  in  volumes  there,  and  in  behalf  of  these  towns  I 
consider  that  I  should  urge  measures  for  their  safety."  The 
matter  has  never  been  presented  to  the  city  government,  nor 
have  any  replies  to  the  several  communications  renched  me. 
Before  this  report  is  transmitted,  the  matter  will  be  laid 
before  the  mayor  elect. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  towns  were  notified  that 
better  provision  should  be  made  for  the  protection  of  their 
records,  and  the  improvement  in  the  of  protection  for 
the  records  in  the  towns  is  summarized  as  follows  :  — 

Ninety-four  towns  have  bought  one  safe. 
Fifteen  towns  have  bought  two  safes. 
Two  towns  have  bought  three  safes. 

Forty  towns  have  provided  one  vault,  either  by  the  construction 
of  a  new  building  or  by  huilding  it  in  an  old  one. 
Three  towns  have  built  two  vaults. 
One  town  has  built  two  vaults  and  bought  one  safe. 
One  town  has  built  one  vault  and  bought  three  safes. 
Two  towns  have  enlarged  the  vault. 
One  town  has  rented  a  vault. 
One  town  has  rented  safe  room. 

One  town  has  become  the  owner  of  a  building  supposed  to  be 
fire-proof. 

Two  towns  have  voted  to  build  vaults. 

Four  towns  are  erecting  buildings  containing  vaults. 

One  town  has  voted  to  build  a  town  hall. 

One  town  has  had  a  legacy  for  a  library  building,  in  which  the 
town  will  probably  place  a  vault. 

Among  the  towns  which  have  made  the  improvements 
noted  are  many  not  included  among  the  one  hundred  and 
eighty-one  notified,  — towns  which,  while  not  so  deficient  in 
accommodations  for  their  records  as  to  absolutely  require 
more  safe  room,  yet  where  it  was  a  great  benefit  to  provide 
it,  and  towns  to  which  buildings  have  been  presented  con- 
taining vaults.  Consequently  there  are  still  many  of  the  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  where  action  must  be  taken. 
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CorriNG. 

The  clifEculty  in  finding  experts  who  can  decipher  the 
ancient  chirography,  or  who  fully  understand  that  a  copy 
should  be  a  copy,  and  not  a  translation  nor  an  abstract,  is 
shown  by  many  of  the  copies  in  existence.  Copyists  who 
did  not  understand  the  meaning  of  double  dates,  as  March  1, 
1654-5,  have  taken  strange  liberties  with  the  figures.  One 
volume  has  numerous  instances  where  a  child  born  about  a 
year  after  its  parents  were  married  is  recorded  as  born  just 
before.  For  instance,  the  marriage  having  taken  place 
March  11,  1654-5,  meaning  1G55,  and  being  copied  as 
written,  and  the  birth  March  1,  1655-6,  but  being  for  some 
reason  copied  1655  without  the  6,  leaves  the  false  and  dis- 
creditable fact  that  the  birth  was  ten  days  before  the 
marriage.  One  copyist  noted  that  there  seemed  to  be  in- 
stances where  the  date  was  in  doubt,  and  two  years  were 
given. 

The  copyist  who  destroyed  the  original  as  being  no  longer 
of  use;  one  who  had  the  clerk  note  that  the  copyist  has 
used  his  own  language  in  the  copy  ; "  and  another  who  con- 
cluded that  the  boundary  line  that  ran  to  the  old  still" 
must  have  been  to  the  old  stile,"  and  so  recorded  it  for 
conveyancers  to  puzzle  over,  have  thrown  discredit  on  copy- 
ists. 

The  law  is  not  plain  as  to  the  certification  of  copies,  and, 
in  fact,  it  would  be  impossible  for  many  of  the  clerks  to  read 
the  ancient  records  and  be  able  to  certif}^  to  the  accuracy  of 
a  copy.  Sums  have  been  appropriated  for  copying  which 
were  so  ridiculously  small  that  no  person  could  give  the  time 
necessary  to  make  a  conscientious  copy. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  not  urged  the  copying  which  the 
law  requires,  realizing  that  a  bad  copy  is  worse  than  none,  as 
being,  misleading.  Some  copying  has,  however,  been  done 
in  the  towns,  as  appears  below,  and  in  several  others  it  has 
been  authorized  and  will  soon  be  commenced. 

Agawam.  Records  of  the  description  of  all  highways  as  laid 
out  by  the  county  commissioners  or  the  selectmen. 

Baiinstable.  The  second,  third,  and  fourth  volumes.  The 
eecoud  and  third  have  been  indexed. 
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Belltngham.  The  records  of  births,  raarriages,  and  deaths, 
and  intentions  of  marriage  from  1719  to  1827. 

Berkley.  The  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  recorded  in  the 
first  three  volumes  have  been  alphabetically  arranged  and  copied. 

BiLLERiCA.  The  first  four  volumes  of  town  proceedings,  and 
the  first  and  second  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

BoxFORD.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  mar- 
riage intentions  from  1685  to  1844.  The  copy  includes  records  of 
baptisms  also. 

Chelmsford.    The  first  volume  of  the  records  of  proceedings 
is  being  copied. 
Concord.    Records  of  births  and  deaths  from  1874  to  1894. 
CuMMiNGTON.    Rccords  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 

1762  to  1804. 

Dracut.  The  first  three  volumes  of  the  records  of  proceed- 
ings. 

Dudley.    Records  of  proceedings  only  from  1642  to  1770. 
Falmouth.    The  second  and  third  volumes  of  the  rccords  of 
proceedings. 

Framingham.    Records  of  the  location  of  all  roads. 

Hanover.  Three  hundred  dollars  have  been  appropriated.  The 
copying  of  the  volumes  most  needing  it  has  been  commenced. 

Harvard.    Records  of  births  and  marriages  from  1732  to  1845. 

Hatfield.  Records  of  town  proceedings  from  1705  to  1740, 
and  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1668  to  1844.  These 
have  been  indexed.  The  proprietors*  records  from  1671  to  1767 
are  mostly  copied.  A  committee  was  chosen  in  1891  to  examine 
the  records  and  have  such  as  they  deemed  necessary  copied. 

Ipsv/ich.  The  records  from  1720  have  been,  or  are  being, 
copied. 

Lunenburg.    The  third  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 
Lynnfield.    The  records  of  meetings  of  the  North  Precinct  of 
Lynn  from  1711  to  1752,  and  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 

1763  to  1849. 

Mansfield.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 
1771  to  1844,  and  of  intentions  of  marriage  from  1839  to  1886. 

Mendon.  Records  of  marriages  and  marriage  intentions  from 
1804  to  1833. 

Natick.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  about 
1720  to  1843. 

Norton.  First  volume  of  the  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths. 

Pembroke.  Records  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  copied  by  vote 
of  the  town. 
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Peku.  Records  of  proceedings  of  Partridgcfield  from  1771  are 
being  copied. 

Peteusham.  First  volume  of  the  records  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths. 

Plympton.  Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1707 
to  1844;  the  copying  of  the  first  and  second  volumes  of  proceed- 
ings has  been  authorized. 

Provincetown.  Records  of  town  meetings  from  1746  to  1784, 
of  births  from  1G06  to  18G6,  of  marriages  from  1729  to  1854,  of 
deatljs  from  1730  to  1861,  and  of  the  treasurer  from  1724  to  1741. 

Rockland.  Records  of  the  Abington  town  meetings  from  1712 
to  1820,  and  the  copying  of  later  ones  has  been  autljorized. 
These  have  been  printed  in  the  "  Rockland  Standard,"  and  copies 
have  been  preserved  for  binding  in  book  form. 

Rowley.  The  records  of  baptisms  in  the  First  Church  of 
Rowle}',  the  Linebrook  Parish  Church  in  Ipswich,  the  First  Church 
of  Georgetown,  and  the  Church  in  By  field  Parish. 

Russell.  Records  of  proceedings  from  1790  to  1800,  and  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1835  to  1843. 

Sharon.    The  Rebellion  record. 

Shrewsbury.  Records  of  proprietors*  meetings  from.  171 8  to 
1811,  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1717  to  1844,  and  of 
the  location  of  roads  to  1889, 

SouTHBOROUGH.    Rccords  of  the  lay-out  of  all  roads. 

Swansea.    Records  of  the  proprietors  from  1668  to  1769. 

UxBRiDGE.  The  second  volume  of  proceedings,  and  the  early 
births,  marriages,  deaths,  and  marriage  intentions. 

Watertown.  The  eighth  volume  of  the  records  of  proceedings 
from  1790  to  1804. 

Westminster.    One  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 
.   WiLLiAMSTOWN.    Rccords  of  the  proprietors. 

Wilmington.    Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

Windsor.    Records  of  proceedings  from  1771  to  1795. 

WiNTiiROP.    Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths. 

Yarmouth.  One  volume  of  the  records  of  proceedings,  and 
another  is  being  copied. 

Binding. 

In  the  cities  the  business  character  of  the  various  offices 
leads  to  business  methods,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  repairing  of 
the  volumes  of  records  is  kept  up.  In  some  of  the  cities 
the  oldest  records  had  been  neglected,  but  with  a  few  excep- 
tions the  clerks  have  had  rebinding  done.    I  regret  to  say 
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that  in  a  few  cities  insufficient  appropriation  for  the  clci  k's 
office  prevents  his  doing  what  he  gladly  would  for  the 
improvement  of  the  records.  In  the  towns  conditions  are 
different.  Many  of  the  oldest  records  are  in  a  slate  of 
decay,  all  semblance  of  binding  having  in  many  cases  dis- 
appeared, the  loose  leaves  being  in  bundles  or  boxes,  and 
rebinding  has  seemed  impossible.  In  the  last  repoit  ])hoto- 
grophs  were  shown  of  pages  from  the  records  of  Natick,  and 
by  the  kindness  of  the  publication  committee  I  am  able  to 
show  one  of  a  page  from  the  Watertown  records.  This  is  a 
fair  sample  of  what  can  be  found  in  town  after  town.  The 
most  mutilated  records,  as  icell  as  iliose  just  entering  upon 
this  condition  hy  the  loss  of  their  covers^  can  bo  repaired,  and 
many  of  them  would  already  be  in  the  hands  of  l)inders  if 
the  law  were  plain  as  to  the  responsibility  of  Ihcir  custo- 
dians in  allowing  them  to  be  taken  to  distant  cities  or  towns 
for  binding.  The  uncertainty  upon  this  point,  and  the  fact 
that  the  repairing  of  the  most  fragile  pages  is  the  work  of 
specialists,  and  will  not  be  undertaken  by  binders  generally, 
has  prevented  more  of  the  necessary  work  from  being  done. 
One  hundred  and  forty  towns  have  been  notified  that  binding 
should  be  done  ;  but,  while  there  is  an  inclination  to  act,  only 
fifty-seven  have  as  yet  had  any  binding  done.  A  few  towns 
have  authorized  binding,  but  are  doubtful  how  to  proceed. 

General  Tkformation  on  Eecords. 

The  following  additional  information  in  regard  to  missing 
records  and  to  facts  recorded  has  been  gathered  during  the 
year,  some  being  corrective  of  the  facts  reported  in  1885  :  — 

County  of  JBerksJdi'e. 

Hinsdale.  The  records  from  1795  to  1804  are  of  the  West 
Parish  of  Partridgefiekl. 

New  Marlbokougii.  The  proprietors'  records  are  of  the  "  Pro- 
prietors of  No.  2  on  the  road  from  Westfield  to  Sheffield,"  1737  to 
1801  ;  "  Proprietors  of  Land  called  Eleven  Hundred  Acres,"  1767 
to  1790  ;  and  Proprietors  of  Honsatonic  Township  No.  2,"  dated 
1757,  and  containing  list  of  lots  with  their  owners,  and  a  ma[). 

Otis.  Two  volumes  are  records  of  the  town  of  Loudon  from 
1774  to  1810,  and  one  is  the  record  of  the  district  of  Bethlehem 
from  1789  to  1810. 
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Sandisfield.  The  proprietors'  records  are  of  the  Proprietors 
of  a  TowDship  of  Land  No.  3  lying  between  AYestfield  and  Shef- 
field," from  1735  to  1818. 

Savoy.  The  proprietors'  records  are  dated  at  Rehoboth,  and 
contain  the  names  of  the  proprietors  of  Bullock's  Grant.  A  plan 
of  Bernardston's  Grant  is  with  these  records. 

Tykingiiam.  The  records  of  Tyringham,  prior  to  1847,  when 
Monterey  was  set  off,  are  at  Monterey.  They  include  the  proprie- 
tors' records  from  1737  to  17G2,  records  of  births  from  1756  to 
1845,  and  deaths  from  1803  to  1845.  There  is  no  record  of  mar- 
riages prior  to  1847. 

WiLLiAMSTOWN.  The  proprietors'  records  are  of  the  "  Proprie- 
tors of  the  West  Township  of  Hoosuck,"  from  1703  to  1802.  The 
town  records  were  burned  in  1804,  but  in  1831  a  copy  was  made 
of  births  by  families  from  1765  to  1831,  obtained  from  various 
sources,  and  some  original  entries  of  deaths  to  1835  and  of 
deaths  in  1843  and  1844  were  made  in  the  volume.  The  records 
of  births  and  deaths  from  1843  to  1860  and  of  marriages  from  1823 
lo  1860  were  burned. 

County  of  Bristol, 

Court  Records.  An  examination  of  the  volume  of  marriages 
with  the  court  records,  given  in  the  list  of  records  in  the  Grst 
report  as  containing  records  of  eleven  towns  from  1783  to  1795, 
contains  those  of  fourteen  towns  with  dates  as  follows  :  Attlebor- 
ough,  Easton,  and  Norton  from  1783  to  1795  ;  Berkley  from  1776 
to  1791;  Dartmouth  from  1762  to  1795;  Dighton  from  1772  to 
1796  ;  Freetown  from  1784  to  1796  ;  Mansfield  from  1788  to  1794  ; 
New  Bedford  and  Westport  from  1787  to  1795  ;  Rehoboth  and 
Swansea  from  1785  to  1795;  Somerset  from  1790  to  1794;  and 
Taunton  from  1782  to  1795, 

Registry  of  Deeds.  Forty-one  volumes  of  copies  of  all 
records  and  parts  of  records  and  plans  recorded  and  deposited  in 
the  registry  of  deeds  for  the  northern  district  of  said  county  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  relat- 
ing to  lands  in  the  southern  district  of  said  county,"  have  been 
deposited  in  the  southern  registry  at  New  Bedford,  and  have  been 
indexed  by  volumes  to  meet  immediate  demands.  A  classified 
index  is  in  preparation. 

Dartmouth.  The  records  have  been  collected  and  carried  to 
the  new  town  hall.  They  comprise  records  of  proceedings  from 
1674  to  1766,  and  from  1779  ;  of  births  from  1667;  of  marriages 
from  1725  to  1738,  and  from  1791 ;  of  intentions  of  marriage  from 
1727  to  1747,  from  1785  to  1816,  and  from  1821  ;  and  of  deaths 
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from  1718.  The  record  of  deaths  is  very  incomplete.  Occasional 
entries  earlier  than  the  above  occur  in  entries  by  families.  Copies 
of  the  above  to  1787  are  with  the  New  Bedford  records,  and  have 
very  complete  indexes. 

County  of  Essex. 
Haverhill.  One  parchment-covered  volume  contains  a  few 
pages  of  records  of  births  and  deaths  from  1642  to  1GG4.  Some 
of  these  are  in  an  ancient  copy  called  "  No.  3  Marriages,"  but 
many  are  not,  and  many  are  copied  incorrectly.  A  copy  of  the 
copy  called  No.  3  Marriages,"  which  is  the  volume  usually 
referred  to,  is  not,  therefore,  reliable. 

Courdy  of  Franldin. 

AsHFiELD.  The  town  was  established  as  Ashfield  in  17G5,  and 
the  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  begins  at  that  time,  but 
there  is  no  record  of  proceedings  prior  to  177G.  The  clerk  has, 
however,  made  a  record  from  fragments  of  papers  relating  to  town 
affairs,  beginning  in  1738,  which  tends  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

Bernakdston.  The  proprietors'  records  are  of  the  Proprie- 
tors of  Falltown  or  Falltown  Fright,"  from  Dec.  24,  1735,  to  Oct. 
24,  1835. 

CoLRAiN.  The  records  of  proceedings  from  1741  to  17G0  are 
of  Plantation  No.  2  on  the  North  side  of  Deerfield."  Seven 
abstracted  pages  contained  the  record  from  17G0  to  1762.  The 
records  of  proceedings  from  1799  to  1802,  and  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  from  1827  to  1843,  are  missing. 

Erving.  The  records  from  1816  to  1838  are  of  the  Proprietors 
of  Erving's  Grant." 

Granville.  There  are  records  of  the  Plantation  of  Bedford 
from  1751  to  1753.  The  records  of  the  district  and  town  from  1754 
to  1796  are  missing.  There  are  records  of  births,  marriages,  or 
marriage  intentions,  and  deaths  from  1737  to  1834,  and  from  1843. 

County  of  Hampshire. 
CuMMiNGTON.    Tlic  rccords  from  1762  to  1778  are  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Plantation  No.  Five." 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Arlington.  The  records  of  proceedings  and  marriages  begin 
with  the  establishment  of  West  Cambridge,  but  there  are  records 
of  births  as  early  as  1754  and  of  deatlis  as  early  as  1767. 

Carlisle.  Records  of  the  first  district  of  Carlisle  to  Aug.  9, 
1756,  two  months  before  the  district  became  extinct,  are  in  the 
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volume  in  which  the  records  of  the  present  town  begin  upon  its 
estjil)lishment  as  a  district  in  1780. 

Pkppkrell.  The  Selectmen's  Book  of  Records  "  from  April 
28,  1795,  to  March  20,  1809,  was  withdrawn  from  an  auction  sale 
in  New  York  and  sent  to  the  town. 

Stow.  The  records  of  proceedings  contain  entries  concerning 
the  Plantation  of  Pompositticut  as  early  as  1G75,  eight  years  prior 
to  tlie  establishment  of  the  town. 

TowNSEND.  One  vokime  contains  the  names  of  persons  who 
came  to  town  from  1767  to  1780,  followed  by  the  names  of  persons 
warned  out.  The  printed  statement  that  the  record  of  births  from 
1780  to  1810  is  lost  is  incorrect,  and  the  loss  of  the  record  of 
marriages  for  that  period  is  partially  compensated  for  by  the  list 
of  marriages  in  the  History  of  Townsend  from  1732  to  1832. 

Tyngshorougii.  There  are  records  of  the  First  Precinct  in 
Dunstable  from  1755  to  the  establishment  of  the  district  of  Tyngs- 
borough  in  1789. 

County  of  Worcester, 
RoYALSTON.    The  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  com- 
mences in  1765,  and  not  in  1798,  as  reported. 

Town  Records. 
The  condition  of  aflairs  pertaining  to  the  records  in  the 
towns  visited  for  the  first  time  is  herewith  presented,  with 
the  date  of  visit.    All  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  have 
been  visited  at  least  once. 

AsHFiELD  (Sept.  19,  1894).  "Wooden  town  hall,  containing  the' 
selectmen's  room.  A  large  safe,  new  in  1891,  contains  the  earliest 
town  and  proprietors'  records  and  the  valuation  lists.  The  clerk 
has  a  small  safe  in  his  dwelling,  in  which  he  keeps  his  records. 
All  the  records  are  in  good  condition.  The  valuation  lists  are  com- 
plete from  1816,  and  there  are  some  for  occasional  years  earlier ; 
those  from  1817  are  bound.  There  are  some  unimportant  papers 
in  boxes  in  the  town  halL  The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial 
returns  have  been  preserved  for  two  years.  A  few  of  the  collec- 
tors' records  have  been  returned. 

BucKLAND  (June  13,  1894).  No  town  hall.  The  town  office  is 
in  a  wooden  building  at  Shelburne  Falls.  There  is  a  small  safe  in 
the  odice,  where  the  clerk's  records  are  kept.  A  vault  on  the 
Shelburne  side  of  the  river  at  Shelburne  Falls  is  hired,  and  the 
assessors*  records  are  kept  there,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  later 
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ones  wbich  were  in  the  town  office,  not  in  the  safe.  The  records 
from  1876  are  in  good  condition;  those  from  1779  to  that  time 
were  burned.  Tlie  marriage  certificates  have  been  preserved  and 
filed  since  1884,  and  tliere  are  some  for  earlier  years.  The  col- 
lectors' records  from  about  1881  have  been  secured,  but  some  are 
known  to  be  lost.    There  is  no  volume  for  the  llebelliou  record. 

CiiARLEMONT  (Junc  14,  1894).  New  brick  town  hall,  contain- 
ing the  selectmen's  room.  There  is  a  large  new  safe  there,  in 
which  their  records  and  the  valuation  lists  are  kept.  The  clerk's 
records  are  in  an  old  town  safe  in  his  dwelling.  The  records  are 
all  in  good  condition,  the  older  ones  having  been  rebound  about 
1840.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned  or  collected. 
There  is  no  volume  for  the  Rebellion  record. 

CiiESTKKFiELD  (Sept.  18,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing 
the  selectmen's  room,  but  to  which  I  could  not  gain  access.  There 
is  no  safe  there.  A  small  old  safe  in  the  clerk's  dwelling  is  filled 
with  the  oldest  records,  and  the  current  record  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths.  All  the  valuation  lists  are  in  the  town  hall  in  a  cup- 
board. Many  records  and  papers  are  in  the  clerk's  house,  for 
which  there  is  no  room  in  the  safe.  Three  volumes  need  binding. 
The  llebellion  record  is  written  up. 

CoLKAiN  (June  13,  1894).  A  brick  church  building  owned 
jointly  by  the  society  and  the  town  contains  the  town  hall.  In  it 
is  a  comparatively  new  safe,  which  contains  all  the  records  of  the 
clerk  and  tiie  assessors.  The  records  were  all  rebound  a  few  years 
ago,  and  are  in  excellent  condition.  The  records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  from  about  18*26  to  1843  appear  to  be  missing. 
The  valuation  lists  from  1824  are  bound,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
earlier  ones  were  destroyed  in  a  fire  many  years  ago.  The  mar- 
riage certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since 
1886.  The  collectors"  records  have  not  been  returned,  but  those 
for  a  few  late  years  were  in  the  clerk's  possession.  The  Kebellion 
record  is  written  up  in  the  blotter,  but  not  in  the  bound  volume. 

Conway  (Sept.  20,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  a 
town  office,  public  library,  and  Grand  Army  hall.  A  very  large 
fine  vault  contains  all  the  records  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
town,  most  carefully  and  systematically  arranged  and  filed.  Three 
or  four  of  the  earliest  volumes  need  binding,  and  a  copy  of  the 
earliest  records  needs  certification.  The  valuation  lists  are  com- 
plete from  1777;  those  since  1847  being  bound.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1861, 
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and  possibly  earlier.  OdIj  a  few  of  the  collectors'  records  have 
been  obtained.  All  the  records  and  papers  have  been  in  vaults 
since  1861.  A  private  vault  was  used  prior  to  the  buihling  of  the 
present  town  hall,  and  its  contents  were  saved  from  destruction  by 
a  fire  in  1878,  which  burned  the  public  documents  and  everytb.ing 
not  in  the  vault.    There  is  no  volume  for  the  Rebellion  record. 

CuMMiNGTON  (Sept.  18, 1894) .  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meet- 
ings only.  In  the  Bryant  Library  building,  which  is  supposed  to 
be  fire-proof,  there  is  an  old  safe  belonging  to  the  town,  contain- 
ing some  unimportant  records.  Some  of  the  older  records  are 
kept  in  the  library  building  on  slielves.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe, 
new  about  four  years  ago.  This  is  filled  with  copies  of  the  orig- 
inal records  which  are  in  the  library  building,  later  original  records, 
and  some  valuation  lists.  The  valuation  lists  are  complete  from 
1804.  The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved  since  1803.  The  collector's  records  have  been  returned 
only  for  1887  and  1888.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition  and 
excellent  order.  Many  ancient  papers  were  ruined  by  the  damp- 
ness of  an  old  safe.    The  Rebellion  record  is  written  up. 

East  Longmeadow.  The  records  of  Longmeadow  were  in  the 
village  of  East  Longmeadow  at  the  time  of  the  division  of  the 
town,  but  have  been  removed  to  Longmeadow.  A  new  safe  has 
been  purchased,  and  is  located  in  the  clerk's  dwelling,  in  which  he 
keeps  liis  records.  The  selectmen  and  assessors  use  the  vault  in 
the  town  hall  for  theirs.  In  the  removal  of  the  records  and  papers 
some  additional  information  was  obtained  in  regard  to  them  which 
appears  under  the  report  for  Longmeadow. 

GosHKN  (Sept.  18,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall.  A  second-hand 
safe  recently  purchased  contains  all  of  the  clerk's  records  except  a 
few  kept  at  his  house  for  current  use,  not  in  a  safe.  The  valua- 
tion lists  from  18GI  to  1863  only  are  in  the  safe.  The  volume  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1843  to  1882  was  not  in  posses- 
sion of  the  present  clerk.  The  marriage  cei  tificates  and  the  burial 
returns,  if  preserved,  have  not  been  delivered  to  the  present  clerk, 
recently  elected.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been  returned, 
but  many  can  be  recovered.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition. 
There  is  no  volume  for  the  Rebellion  record. 

Granville  (Oct.  24,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall  at  Granville 
Centre,  used  for  school  i)ur[)09es  also.  The  town  ollice  is  there, 
in  which  there  is  a  large  new  safe  containing  the  valuation  lists » 
with  the  exception  of  the  last,  which  is  with  the  chairman  of  the 
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assessors.  The  clerk  has  a  town  safe  at  bis  dwelling  at  Granville 
Corner,  in  which  his  records  are  kept.  There  is  no  room  in  the 
safes  for  the  files.  The  first  volume  of  town  proceedings,  of  which 
ten  of  the  first  pages  are  gone,  is  in  bad  condition,  needing  bind- 
ing. The  volume  of  proceedings  covering  the  j^ears  from  1754  to 
1796  is  missing,  and  tradition  says  it  was  burned  at  Northampton. 
The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved 
since  1889,  and  there  are  some  for  occasional  years  as  early  as 
1853.  The  collectors'  records  for  five  recent  years  have  been 
recovered.    The  Rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Hav^^ley  (June  14,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for  meet- 
ings only.  The  ancient  valuation  lists  and  many  otlier  files  of 
papers  are  kept  in  a  closet  there.  There  is  a  small  town  safe  in 
the  clerk's  dwelling,  too  small  for  his  use,  only  the  oldest  records 
being  kept  in  it.  There  are  valuation  lists  from  1794  to  1802,  for 
1818,  from  1833  to  1839,  and  from  1841.  The  lists  from  18G0  ore 
in  the  houses  of  the  assessors.  No  collectors'  records  have  been 
returned. 

Heath  (June  14,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall.  There  is  no  town 
safe  except  a  worthless  one  at  the  town  hall,  which  is  unused. 
The  clerk  has  the  current  records  at  his  dwelling,  and  the  records 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  about  1800.  The  oldest 
volume  of  records  was  in  a  book-case  at  the  town  hall  with  mis- 
cellaneous books  and  papers.  The  valuation  lists  from  1882  were 
scattered  about  the  floor  of  the  town  hall,  the  bound  ones  for  a  few 
years  earlier  were  in  the  book-case,  while  those  from  1791  to  1840 
were  in  bundles  or  partially  destroyed  by  mice  in  a  drawer.  The 
marriage  certificates  and  burial  returns  had  been  preserved  during 
the  present  clerk's  term,  since  1891.  The  record  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  from  1800  to  1843  was  missing.  The  collectors' 
records  were  not  in  the  town's  custody  prior  to  1891,  excepting  for 
1889.  The  clerk's  records  are  in  good  condition.  There  is  no 
volume  of  the  Rebellion  record. 

Monterey  (Oct.  11,  1894).  No  town  hall.  The  clerk  has  a 
safe,  new  in  1890,  in  his  store  in  a  wooden  building.  All  tlie 
records  except  the  valuation  lists  and  a  few  miscellaneous  vol- 
umes, which  were  in  a  room  over  the  store,  were  in  the  safe.  All 
the  records  of  Tyringham  to  1847,  the  time  at  which  Monterey 
was  set  off,  are  here.  The  proprietors'  records  and  the  first  and 
second  volumes  of  town  proceedings  need  binding.  Fragmentary 
valuation  lists  from  1786  to  1791,  for  1793,  from  1796  to  1802,  for 
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180G,  1808,  and  1809,  lists  in  pamphlets  from  1847  to  1849,  and 
bound  from  18G0  to  1888,  arc  in  the  room  referred  to.  Later  val- 
uation lists  are  at  the  houses  of  the  assessors.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1890, 
and  for  1860,  18G3,  and  1806. 

New  Marlborough  (Oct.  11,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall  at 
Mill  River,  at  which  there  is  a  safe  containing  the  valuation  lists 
and  the  selectmen's  records.  An  old  town  safe  in  the  clerk's 
dwelling  at  Mill  River  contains  all  the  records  not  at  the  town  hall. 
A  bundle  of  very  large  loose  leaves,  once  a  paged  book,  contains 
the  record  of  town  proceedings  from  1761  apparently  to  1796. 
Several  of  the  leaves,  however,  are  missing.  The  other  records 
are  in  good  order,  and  include  one  bound  volume  of  proprietors' 
records,  two  with  flexible  covers,  and  maps  of  the  early  surveys. 
Some  of  the  records  are  supposed  to  have  been  lost  about  thirty- 
iSve  years  ago,  and  among  them  may  have  been  the  early  valuation 
lists,  as  nothing  can  be  learned  regarding  them.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  1880. 
The  collectors'  records  cannot  be  recovered  except  for  very  recent 
years. 

Otis  (Oct.  11,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  as  a  school- 
house  also.  A  large  new  safe  contains  all  the  records  excepting  a 
few  in  a  small  town  safe  in  the  clerk's  store  in  a  wooden  building. 
The  two  earliest  volumes  and  one  of  later  date  need  binding.  The 
valuation  lists  from  1821  are  bound,  and  older  ones  in  sheets 
with  many  files  of  papers  are  being  examined  and  put  in  order. 
The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  nearly  all 
been  preserved  since  1861,  and  there  are  some  for  very  early 
years.  The  collectors*  records  have  not  been  returned,  but  those 
for  thirteen  years  have  been  recovered.  The  Rebellion  record  has 
been  written  up. 

Plainfield  (Sept.  19,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  used  for 
meetings  only.  The  clerk  has  a  small  town  safe  in  his  store  in  a 
wooden  building,  which  is  filled  with  his  records.  An  old  safe 
belonging  to  one  of  the  selectmen,  kept  in  a  vacant  store  building, 
contains  most  of  the  valuation  lists  and  a  few  miscellaneous 
records.  A  few  lists  later  than  1890  are  at  the  house  of  the  chair- 
man, not  in  a  safe.  The  records  are  all  in  good  condition.  The 
valuation  lists  are  complete,  and  bound  from  1833.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  since  18G4. 
The  collectors'  records  for  a  few  years  have  been  recovered. 
There  are  no  files  of  ancient  papers.  The  Rebellion  record  has 
been  written  up. 
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Sandisfield  (Oct.  11,  1894).  Wooden  town  liall  at  West 
New  Boston  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  New  Boston,  where  the 
clerk  lives  He  has  an  old  town  safe  in  his  dwelling,  in  which 
the  current  records,  the  volume  of  the  proprietors'  records,  and  the 
copy  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from  1762  to  1844  are  kept. 
A  new  safe  at  the  town  hall  contains  the  valuation  lists  for  1840, 
from  1846  to  1850,  for  1852,  1853,  1855,  from  1856  to  1858,  and 
from  1860.  There  is  a  chest  of  papers  in  a  vacant  building  at 
Montville,  but  it  was  not  accessible.  The  collectors'  records  had 
not  been  returned,  but  those  for  twelve  years  have  been  recovered. 
The  Rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Savoy  (Sept.  19,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall  at  Savoy  Centre, 
two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  clerk's  store,  is  used  for  meetings 
only.  The  clerk  has  an  old  town  safe  in  his  store  in  a  wooden 
building  at  Savoy.  This  is  filled  with  the  clerk's  records  and  some 
valuation  lists.  The  valuation  lists  are  complete  from  1808,  and 
those  from  1808  to  1843  have  been  copied.  The  originals  from 
1808  to  1838  are  in  sheets  unbound.  The  marriage  certificates 
and  the  burial  returns  h^ve  been  preserved  since  1887.  The  col- 
lectors' records  for  very  many  years  had  been  returned,  and  others 
have  been  collected  under  the  new  law.  The  records  are  all  in 
good  condition  except  the  first  volume  of  proprietors'  records, 
which  should  be  bound.   The  Rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Shelburne  (June  13,  1894).  No  town  hall.  The  town  oflice 
is  in  a  brick  business  block  in  which  there  is  a  large  vault.  The 
clerk's  records  and  the  valuation  lists  are  all  there.  There  are 
some  trunks  and  boxes  in  the  vault  containing  papers,  but  the 
contents  were  not  accessible,  the  vault  being  too  full.  Printed 
reports  of  various  State  boards  take  up  much  room  in  the  vault. 
The  records  are  in  good  condition.  The  oldest  volume,  covering 
the  years  to  1796,  was  rebound  some  twenty  years  ago,  and  many 
leaves  which  were  probably  dilapidated  were  copied  and  the  copies 
inserted,  the  originals  being  missing.  The  valuation  lists  from 
1780  to  1783,  from  1785  to  1787,  for  1790,  1793,  and  1794  are  in 
small  books.  Those  from  1812  to  1834  are  bound;  for  1835, 
1840,  and  from  1842  to  1848  arc  in  pamphlets;  and  from  1850 
bound.  No  marriage  certificates  and  no  burial  returns  have  been 
preserved.  Some  of  the  collectors'  records  had  been  returned, 
and  some  have  been  recovered  under  the  new  law.  The  Rebellion 
record  has  not  been  written  up. 

Tolland  (Oct.  24,  1894).  Wooden  town  ball,  used  only  as 
Buch.    There  is  a  safe  there,  new  within  two  years,  and  a  smaller 
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old  one,  in  v/bich  all  of  the  records  are  kept.  The  records  are  all 
in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  the  earlier  valuation  lists, 
which  are  in  pamphlets.  The  valuation  lists  for  1821,  182G,  1828, 
1829,  from  1832  to  1838,  for  1841,  1849,  1850,  and  from  1859 
were  found.  The  marriage  certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have 
not  been  preserved  except  for  recent  years.  The  collectors' 
records  had  not  been  returned,  but  those  for  a  few  years  have 
been  recovered.    The  Rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Williamsburg  (Sept.  17,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  contain- 
ing the  selectmen's  room,  in  which  there  were  two  safes,  one  com- 
paratively new  and  one  very  old.  The  clerk  has  the  current 
record  of  town  meetings  in  a  private  safe  in  his  store  in  a  wooden 
building.  The  newer  safe  in  the  town  hall  contains  such  of  the 
clerk's  records  as  are  not  in  his  safe  and  the  later  records  of  the 
assessors.  The  room  is  damp,  and  the  contents  of  the  safe  con- 
sequently so.  The  older  safe  was  locked  for  several  years,  and  its 
contents  at  the  time,  including  valuation  lists  from  1834  to  1860, 
with  some  other  papers,  have  rotted  beyond  redemption.  The  first 
volume  of  town  proceedings,  and  the  first  and  third  volumes  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  need  binding.  Valuation  lists  for 
1771  and  1772,  from  1774  to  177G,  from  1779  to  1781,  from  1783 
to  1786,  and  from  1788  to  1834  were  found  in  pamphlets  in  good 
condition,  but  most  of  them  are  not  in  a  safe.  The  marriage 
certificates  and  the  burial  returns  have  not  been  preserved.  The 
collectors'  records  have  been  recovered  for  twelve  recent  years. 
The  Rebellion  record  has  been  written  up. 

Windsor  (Sept.  18,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  containing  the 
Bclectmen's  room.  The  clerk  has  a  comparatively  new  town  safe 
at  his  house,  which  is  filled  with  his  records.  Some  miscellaneous 
records  and  most  of  the  files  are  there,  not  in  the  safe.  The  valu- 
ation lists  are  at  the  town  hall,  not  in  a  safe,  but  a  bound  copy  of 
those  from  1816  to  1860  is  in  the  clerk's  safe.  The  records  are  in 
good  condition  with  the  exception  of  the  first  volume  of  town  pro- 
ceedings, which  should  be  bound.  The  marriage  certificates  and 
the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  during  the  few  years  of 
the  present  clerk's  term.  The  collectors'  records  have  not  been 
returned.    The  Rebellion  record  is  partially  written  up. 

WoRTHiNGTON  (Sept.  18,  1894).  Wooden  town  hall,  in  which 
there  is  an  old  safe  containing  some  unimportant  papers  but  no 
records.  A  large  safe  in  the  clerk's  dwelling,  new  within  two 
weeks,  contains  all  the  records,  incUuling  the  assessors',  for  com- 
paratively late  years.    The  older  lists  arc  in  the  clerk's  house,  and 
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will  be  placed  in  the  safe  at  the  hall.  The  marriage  certificates 
and  the  burial  returns  have  been  preserved  for  about  ten  years. 
Very  few  of  the  collector's  records  have  been  recovered.  The 
records  are  all  in  good  condition.  There  is  no  volume  of  the 
Rebellion  record. 

Assessors'  Eecokds. 

I  have  continued  the  search  for  the  early  valuation  lists, 
usually  finding  them  not  in  safes  and  uncared  for.  Many 
towns  that  did  not  sell  their  files  of  papers  during  the  high 
price  of  paper  prevailing  at  the  time  of  the  late  war  undoubt- 
edly have  these  lists  somewhere,  and  it  will  be  my  endeavor 
to  find  them.  Historians  and  genealogists  appreciate  their 
value,  and  the  town  oflicers  learn  to  when  in  the  vexed  ques- 
tion of  pauper  settlement  they  are  needed  but  not  found. 

The  following  have  been  found  since  the  last  report:  — 


Great  Barrington, 


Monterey,  . 

North  Adams, 
Otis,    .    .  . 

Sandisfield,  . 


Savoy, 


Tyringham,  . 


Windsor,  .   .  . 


County  of  Berkshire. 

Nearly  complete  for  1788, 1789, 1790, 1792,  and  1793. 
Complete  from  1794  to  1803,  inclusive ;  from 
1805  to  1824,  inclusive;  for  1827;  and  from 
1854.    Those  missing  were  probably  burned. 

For  1847,  1848,  1849,  and  from  18G0  (see  Tyring- 
ham). 

From  1878. 

From  1821  bound ;  many  older  ones  in  sheets,  the 
years  not  being  accessible. 

For  1840;  from  184G  to  1850,  inclusive ;  for  1852, 
1853,  1855,  185G,  1858  ;  and  from  1860.  There 
are  possibly  earlier  ones  not  accessible. 

Complete  from  1808 ;  those  from  1808  to  1843,  in- 
clusive, have  been  copied.  The  originals  from 
1808  to  1838  are  in  sheets  unbound. 

Fragmentaiy  lists  from  1786  to  1791,  inclusive;  for 
1793;  from  1796  to  1802,  inclusive;  and  for 
1806,  1808,  and  1809.  These  are  at  Monterey 
(sec  Monterey,  above).  The  records  from  1847 
are  at  Tyringham. 

From  1816. 


Dartmouth, 


County  of  Bristol 

For  1774 ;  from  1782  to  1784,  inclusive  ;  from  1787 
to  1795,  inclusive;  from  1797  to  1808,  inclu- 
sive; from  1815  to  1817,  inclusive;  and  from 
1822. 
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County  oj  Essex. 

Lynnfield,    .    .    .   From  1752.   The  early  lists  wore  copied  in  the  vol- 
ume of  proceedings. 
North  Andover,    .    From  1854. 

County  of  Franklin, 

Ashfield,  ....  From  181 G,  and  for  occasional  years  earlier.  Boimd 
from  1817. 

Colrain,  ....  Bound  from  1824.  Earlier  ones  supposed  to  have 
been  burned. 

Conway,  ....    Complete  from  1777  ;  those  since  1847  are  bound. 
Hawle}^  ....    From  1794  to  1802,  inclusive;  for  1818;  from  1833 

to  1839,  inclusive;  and  from  1841. 
Heath,  Kearly  complete  from  1791.    Many  of  the  lists 

prior  to  1840  are  so  mutilated  as  to  be  nearly 

valueless. 

Shelburne,  .  .  .  From  1780  to  1783,  inclusive;  from  1785  to  1787, 
inclusive;  for  1790,  1793,  1794;  from  1812  to 
1840,  inclusive ;  from  1842  to  1818,  inclusive ; 
and  from  1850. 


County  of  IlamxKlcn, 

Longmeadow,  .    .    Additional  lists  found  from  1783  to  1798,  inclusive. 
Tolland,  ....    For  1821,  1826,  1828,  1829;  from  1832  to  1838, 
inclusive  ;  for  1841, 1849, 1850  ;  and  from  1859. 
Westfield,    .    .    .   From  1825. 


County  of  Hampshire. 

Curamington,   .    .    Complete  from  1804. 

Plainfield,    .    .    .    Complete  and  bound  from  1833. 

Williamsburg,  .  .  For  1771,  1772;  from  1774  to  1776,  inclusive;  from 
1779  to  1781,  inclusive;  from  1783  to  1786, 
inclusive ;  and  from  1788  to  1834,  inclusive ; 
and  from  1862. 


County  of  Middlesex. 

Maiden,  ....  Additional  lists  found  from  1786  to  1794,  inclusive. 
Marlborough,  .    .    Nearly  complete  from  1784. 

Stow,  For  1772;  from  1790  to  1800,  inclusive  ;  and  nearly 

complete  from  1838. 

Tyngsborough,  .  For  1762,  1764,  1765,  1767,  1768,  1769,  and  1781^ 
these  being  copied  in  the  volume  of  proceed- 
ings. There  is  one  list  for  1819  on  sheets,  and 
there  are  other  early  lists,  the  dates  not  being 
accessible. 
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.  County  of  Norfolk. 

Dover,.    ....    Nearly  complete  from  1781  to   1786,  inclusive; 

complete  from  1787,  excepting  1872,  187-1, 1875, 

and  1876. 
Holbrook,    .    .    .    From  1872. 

Randolph,  .  .  .  Lists  without  date  as  early  as  1779  and  nearly  com- 
plete from  1780.  These  are  either  in  tlie  orig- 
inal sheets  or  copied.  The  earliest  are  lists  for 
parts  of  Braintree  and  Dorchester,  Randolph 
not  having  been  established  until  1793. 

County  of  Plymouth. 

Scituate,  ....    For  1786,  1788,  1789,  1790,  and  from  1793. 
Wareham,    .    .    .    From  1800  to  1808,  inclusive ;  from  1812  to  1817, 
I  inclusive;   and  from   1822,  excepting  1841. 

There  are  many  disarranged  leaves  which  may 
complete  the  years  from  1809  to  1811,  inclusive. 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 

During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1894  I  drew  a 
bill  covering  the  whole  matter  of  the  returning  and  the 
recording  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Clerks'  Association.  A  committee  of  the 
association  in  consultation  with  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth agreed  upon  a  bill,  which  it  was  thought  best  to 
submit  to  the  city  and  town  clerks  and  others  interested  and 
concerned  in  the  matter,  for  approval  or  suggestions,  before 
asking  for  its  passage. 

Copies  were  sent  to  the  clerks,  and  to  the  boards  of  health 
of  cities,  and  correspondence  and  conferences  have  fol- 
lowed. Some  phases  of  the  bill  have  been  considered  by 
the  Massachusetts  Association  of  Boards  of  Health  and  by 
the  Massachusetts  Undertakers*  Association,  and  a  bill  as 
finally  approved  will  probably  be  laid  before  the  Legislature. 

An  illustration  of  the  need  of  more  care  in  regard  to  these 
returns  is  furnished  by  the  town  where  State  aid  was  paid  to 
the  messenger  who  always  received  it  for  some  months  after 
the  death  of  the  beneficiary,  because  no  return  of  the  death 
had  been  made,  and  no  burial  permit  issued,  and  conse- 
quently no  record  made. 
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County  Records. 

The  subject  of  suitable  places"  for  the  county  records  is 
receiving  increased  attention.  Bristol  County  has  built  ^ 
court  house  at  Taunton,  occupied  for  the  first  time  in  Decem- 
ber by  the  clerk  of  the  court  and  the  county  treasurer.  A 
fine  lire-proof  room  has  been  constructed  for  the  court 
records,  fitted  with  metal  shelving  and  cases,  with  a  similar 
room  in  the  basement,  connected  by  a  stairway  w^hich  will  be 
used  as  time  makes  it  necessary.  The  treasurer  has  a  vault 
also  fitted  in  metal.  With  the  fire-proof  room  for  the  reg- 
istry of  deeds  at  Fall  River,  the  vault-like  room  for  the 
registry  at  New  Bedford,  and  this  building,  the  county  is  the 
best  equipped  of  any  ;  and  an  inconsiderable  expenditure  in 
fitting  the  interior  of  the  registry  of  deeds  and  the  registry 
of  probate  at  Taunton  would  make  the  county  records  as 
safe  as  they  well  could  be. 

The  registry  of  probate  and  the  registry  of  deeds  in  Suffolk 
County  have  been  removed  to  the  new  court  house.  The 
probate  records  and  papers  are  all  in  metal-fitted  vaults,  and 
are  well  provided  for ;  but  it  is  almost  universally  admitted 
that  those  of  the  registry  of  deeds  are  not,  and  cannot  well 
be,  in  this  building. 

Church  and  Parish  Records. 

As  the  State  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  records  of  the 
existing  churches  or  parishes,  their  safety  must  depend  upon 
the  interest  taken  in  them  by  their  custodians ;  but  I  have 
urged  and  in  several  cases  succeeded  in  having  volumes  older 
than  the  current  placed  in  the  town  safe  or  vault.  As  many 
of  the  oldest  parish  records  are  to  all  intents  the  early  town 
records,  their  preservation  is  a  matter  of  importance  to  the 
towns,  and,  as  I  have  advocated,  they  should  be  copied  by 
the  towns.  That  their  safety  needs  more  attention  is  attested 
by  the  following  list  of  church  and  parish  records  burned. 
In  addition  to  those  known  to  have  been  burned,  some 
records  of  forty-eight  churches  are  reported  as  lost,  and  this 
is  undoubtedly  but  a  small  part  of  the  whole  number  which 
upon  systematic  inquiry  would  be  found  to  be  lost. 
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Bernardston,  .  .  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Parish  records  to 
1857. 

Boston,  ....  Church  in  Brattle  Square  (extinct).  Parish  records 
to  1872.  (See  Brighton,  Cliarlcstown,  and 
West  lloxbury.) 

Braintree,  .  .  .  First  Parish  Cluirch,  Braintree.  Church  records  to 
1825. 

Brighton,     .    .    .    Brighton    Evangelical    Congregational  Church. 

Church  records  from  185U  to  1872. 
Brimfield,    .    .    .    First  Congregational  Church.    Church  records  to 

1748. 

Charlestown,    .    .    Trinity  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluu'ch. 

Church  records  to  1872. 
Chatham,     .    .    .    Orthodox  Congregational    Cluu-eli   of  Clirist  in 

Chatham.    Church  records  to  1861. 
Colrain,  ....    Second  Baptist  Church  of  Colrain.    "  Some." 
Danvers, ....    First  Church  in  Danvers.  Parish  records  from  1735 

to  1766. 

Dedham,  ....    Third  Parish  Cliurcli.    Church  records  to  1879. 

Foxborough,    .    .    Universalist  Church.    Clun-ch  records  to  1809. 

Hadley,  ....  First  Congregational  Church.  Church  records  to 
1766.    Parish  records  to  1852. 

Lynn,  First  Church  of  Christ,  Lynn.     Church  records 

from  1632  to  1763,  except  records  of  installa- 
tions, deaths,  and  dismissals  of  pastors. 

Marblehead,  .  .  First  Universalist  Church  of  INIarblehead.  Church 
records  to  1887. 

Nantucket,  .    .    .    Second  Congregational  Church.     Parish  records 

from  1809  to  1816. 
Newton,  ....    First  Church,  Newton.    Church  and  parish  records 

to  1770.    They  have  been  partially  restored 

from  memory. 

Pittsfield,     .    .    .    First  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Pittsfield. 

Parish  records  to  1868. 
Rockland,    .    .    .    First  Congregational  Cliurch  of  Ilockland.  Parish 

records  from  1853  to  1871. 
Rowley,  ....    First  Congregational  Cliurch  of  Rowley.  Church 

records  to  1666. 

Sandwich,  .  .  .  Sandwich  Universalist  Society  (extinct).  From 
1815  to  1856. 

Southborough, .    .    First  Parish  Church  (extinct).    All  records. 
Taunton, ....    First  Freewill  Baptist  Church  of  Taunton.  Church 
records  to  1878. 

West  Boylston,    .    First  Congregational  Church.   Church  records  from 
1792  to  1860. 
St.  Luke's  Roman  Catholic  Church.    To  1870. 
West  Roxbury,    .    First  Parish,  West  Roxbury.    l*arish  records  from 
1796  to  1883. 
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First  Congregiitional   Church  of  Williamstown. 

Church  records  to  1843. 
First  Baptist  Churcli.    Churcli  records  to  1831. 
Gethsemane  Baptist  Cliurch.    Church  records  to 
1823. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Yarmoutli.  Parish 
records  from  1G39  to  1G79. 

Extinct  Churches. 

The  former  existence  of  the  following  churches,  now 
extinct,  has  come  to  my  notice  during  the  year.  Little  has 
been  ascertained  concerning  their  records,  which  should  have 
been  returned  to  the  respective  towns. 

Acton,.  ....  Wesleyan  Methodist.  Existed  a  few  years  between 
1850  and  18G0. 

Amesbury,  .  .  .  Presbyterian  Society  in  Almsbury.  Organized  in 
1783.  Records  in  possession  of  B.  P.  White- 
house,  South  Hampton,  N.  II. 

Chilmark,    .    .    .  Congregational. 

Erving,   ....    Baptist.    Extinct  since  1885. 

Harvard, ....    First  Universalist  Church  of  Christ  in  Harvard. 

Harvard  and  Boxborough  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Lakeville,  .  .  .  Fourth  Calvinistic  Baptist  Church  of  IMiddlebor- 
ough.  Records  in  possession  of  John  W.  P. 
Jenks,  INIiddleborough. 

Maiden,  ....  South  Congregational  Church.  Organized  Sept.  4, 
1735.  Records  from  1747  to  1792  are  in  pos- 
session of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wilson,  Maiden. 
March  25,  1792,  the  brethren  of  the  First  and 
Second  Church  of  Christ  voted  in  the  North 
Meeting  House  to  be  incorporated  into  one 
body.  The  records  of  the  South  Precinct, 
which  become  extinct  Dec.  24,  1737,  are  in  pos- 
session of  Dudley  P.  Bayley  of  Everett. 

Medford, ....    Fii*st  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church. 

Second  Congregational  Society.  (These  united 
with  the  Mystic  Church  and  Society,  March  16, 
1875.) 

Methuen, ....  Baptist.  Existing  March  30,  1756.  No  records 
have  been  found. 

Newton,  ....  Upper  Falls  Religious  Society,  Unitarian.  Incor- 
porated March  8,  1828. 

Southborough,  .  .  Church  of  Christ  in  Southborough,  Congregational. 
Extinct  in  1831. 

Tisbury,  ....  Congregational. 


Williamstown, 

Worcester,  . 
Wrentham,  . 

Yarmouth,  . 
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The  records  of  the  followini}:  extinct  churches  have  been 
recovered  during  the  year,  and  phiced  with  the  town  records 
in  the  respective  towns  :  —  -  r^r^r^*% 

1803314 

Acton,  First  Congregational. 

Andovcr,  ....    First  Baptist.    Church  and  society  records. 

Auburn,  ....  Baptist. 

Bourne,   ....    Monument  Congregational. 

Methodist  Protestant  (Pocasset) . 
Goshen,   ....  Baptist. 

Harvard,  ....    First  Universalist  Church  of  Christ  in  Harvard. 

Harvard  and  15oxborough  Metliodist  Episcopal. 
Lynnfield,    .    .    .    Metliodist  Episcopal.     Society  records,   1816  to 
1858 ;  conference  records  of  iMalden  and  Sau- 
gus  Circuit,  May,  1819,  to  July,  1816. 
Mendon,  ....    Evangelical  Congregational. 
Soutliborough,  .    .    Church  of  Christ  in  Southborough.  Unitarian. 

Terms  of  City  and  Town  Clerks. 

I  regret  to  report  that  some  of  the  city  and  town  clerks 
have  been  dropped  from  office  during  the  year  by  the  tip- 
ping of  the  political  balance.  Even  if  their  successors  are 
equally  competent  in  other  respects,  they  lack  the  experience 
which  is  of  great  importance  in  the  office,  and,  with  the 
chance  of  the  tipping  back  of  the  scale  another  year,  they 
do  not  enter  upon  the  work  in  the  same  spirit  that  would 
possess  them  were  there  reasonable  surety  of  a  long  term. 

While  the  frequent  changes  in  the  cities  are  a  detriment  to 
the  office,  in  the  towns  they  are  a  danger  to  the  records. 
With  the  change  of  clerks  comes  a  removal  of  the  records 
from  the  house,  the  store,  or  the  office  of  the  clerk  to  that 
of  his  successor,  with  the  consequent  unnecessary  wear  upon 
the  records,  and  exposure  to  loss,  especially  of  the  files. 
The  frequent  removals  have  in  the  past  been  one  of  the  rea- 
sons why  suitable  safes  have  not  been  procured,  the  removal 
of  which  would  have  been  difficult  and  expensive. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  in  most  of  the  cities  the  office 
of  clerk  is  looked  upon  as  outside  of  politics,  and  the  incum- 
bents serve  for  long  terms,  and  the  same  is  true  of  a  very 
large  number  of  towns  ;  but  in  Boston,  Holyoke,  Lawrence, 
Lowell,  and  Woburn  the  changes  have  of  late  years  been  too 
frequent,  and  in  the  towns  which  lose  their  rural  character 
and  have  the  political  parties  nearly  evenly  divided  the  office 
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is  becoming  political.  The  requirement  that  the  town  clerk 
shall  be  one  of  the  registrars  of  voters,  and  as  such  must  be 
a  member  of  one  of  the  political  parties,  tends  in  this  direc- 
tion. 

The  situation  in  Lowell  in  1893  furnishes  an  illustration 
of  what  may  happen  in  any  city.  A  political  disagreement 
prevented  the  election  of  a  clerk  upon  the  organization  of 
the  city  government,  and  the  clerk  held  over.  Under  such 
conditions  some  personal  feeling  against  a  clerk,  entirely 
outside  of  a  proper  administration  of  the  office,  miglit  call 
up  the  matter  at  any  time  during  the  year,  and  a  change  of 
clerks  take  place  in  the  midst  of  some  piece  of  work  which 
would  sutler  from  the  chani^e.  A  chano-e  in  the  midst  of  the 
work  preparatory  to  an  election  would  be  most  disastrous. 

These  matters  should  be  remedied  by  longer  terms  of 
office  for  city  and  town  clerks. 

Pkinting. 

The  recommendation  in  the  report  of  1893  that  the  cus- 
tom in  some  towns  of  printing  in  the  annual  report  the 
record  of  town  meetings  has  been  adopted  in  several  towns. 

The  following  can  be  added  to  the  number  of  printed 
records  of  cities  and  towns  :  — 

Boston.  Maps  of  the  street  lines  of  Boston,  made  for  the  select- 
men in  1819  and  1820,  by  John  Groves  Hales.  The  origi- 
nals are  in  two  volumes.  Reproduced  in  fac-simile,  and 
published  by  the  city  registrar.  Boston,  1891.  Contain- 
ing also  map  of  Boston  in  the  State  of  IMassachusetts, 
surveyed  by  J.  G.  Hales,  geog^  and  surveyor.  1814. 
Also  fac-similes  of  the  maps  of  1796  and  1803,  and  a  map 
of  the  town  of  Boston  in  New  England,  by  Capt.  John 
Bonner,  1722. 

Concord.  Concord  registers.  Concord,  Mass.,  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  1035-1850.    Printed  l)y  the  town. 

Dedham.  The  early  records  of  the  town  of  Dedham,  INlass.,  1G3G- 
1659.  A  complete  transcript  of  book  one  of  the  general 
records  of  the  town,  together  with  the  selectmen's  day 
book,  covering  a  portion  of  the  same  period,  ))eing  volume 
3  of  the  printed  records  of  the  town.  Illustrated  witii 
fac-similes  of  the  handwriting  of  four  town  clerks  and  of 
autographs  of  fifty  of  the  early  settlers.  Edited  by  the 
town  clerk,  Don  Gleason  Hill,  Dedham,  1892. 
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Dedham.  The  early  records  of  the  town  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  1659- 
1673.  A  complete  transcript  of  the  town  meeting  and 
selectmen's  records,  contained  in  book  3  of  the  general 
records  of  the  town,  together  with  an  appendix  containing 
transcripts  from  the  Massachusetts  archives,  and  from  the 
general  court  records,  1 035-1673,  and  a  list  of  deputies  to 
the  general  court  prior  to  1690,  being  volume  4  of  the 
printed  records  of  tlie  town.  Illustrated  with  fac-similes 
of  handwriting.  Edited  by  the  town  clerk,  Don  Gleason 
Hill.    Dedham,  1894. 

An  alphabetical  abstract  of  the  record  of  births  in  the 
town  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  1844-1890.  Compiled  by  Don 
Gleason  Hill,  town  clerk.    Dedham,  1894. 

Rowley.  The  early  records  of  the  town  of  Rowley,  Mass.,  1639- 
1672.  Being  volume  1  of  the  printed  records  of  the  town. 
Printed  under  the  direction  of  Benjamin  P.  Mighill,  town 
clerk,  and  George  B.  Blodgette,  A.M.,  a  committee  of  the 
town.    Rowley,  Mass.,  1894. 

Inscriptions  from  the  old  cemetery  in  Rowley,  Mass. 
Copied  by  George  B.  Blodgette,  A.M.  Printed  as  an 
appendix  to  the  town  report. 

Watertown.  Watertown  records,  comprising  the  first  and  second 
books  of  town  proceedings,  with  the  lands,  grants,  and  pos- 
sessions ;  also  the  proprietors'  book  and  the  first  book  and 
supplement  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages.  Prepared  for 
publication  by  the  Historical  Society.    Watertown,  1894. 

WoBUiiN.  Woburn  records  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages. 
Part  VI.  — Marriages,  1873-1890.  Alphabetically  and 
chronologically  arranged  by  Edward  F.  Johnson.  Woburn, 
Mass.,  1894. 

Cambridge,  Canton,  Chatham,  Dudley,  and  Paxton  are 
about  to  print  some  of  their  records. 

Kecord  Inks. 

The  absurdity  of  requiring  that  records  shall  be  kept,  and 
then  allowing  them  to  be  written  with  colored  liquids,  to  be 
legible  for  a  few  years  only,  has  been  partially  prevented. 
The  passage  of  the  act  establishing  a  State  standard  ink  for 
use  upon  the  records  has  resulted  in  the  introduction  into 
the  county,  city,  and  town  ollices  of  an  ink  approved  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  is  known  to  be  per- 
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roanent  in  its  ingredients.  In  the  absence  of  a  statute  defi- 
nition of  records,  the  act,  however,  fails  of  its  fall  efiect. 

That  preferences  and  prejudices  should  make  some  persons 
object  to  use  it,  is  natural.  One  who  has  used  with  satisfac- 
tion a  thin  colored  liquid,  containing  so  little  body  that  there 
has  been  no  deposit  on  the  paper,  nor  on  the  pen  or  in  the  ink- 
stand if  not  cleaned,  has  formed  a  wrong  idea  of  ink;  and, 
like  the  wealthy  city  resident  who  had  paid  the  highest  price 
for  cream  which  he  knew  to  be  "a  thin  bluish  fluid,"  and  who 
objected  to  real  cream  furnished  in  the  country,  he  objects 
to  good  ink.  These  preferences  should  not  be  allowed  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  using  the  standard  ink,  and  a  penalty 
might  properly  be  added  to  the  act. 

This  reform  is  radical,  and  the  methods  pertaining  to  it 
may  be  found  open  to  improvement ;  but  it  is  a  great  step 
in  a  right  direction,  and  I  think  I  may  feel  a  justifiable  pride 
in  bringing  it  about  in  the  three  years  since,  in  the  report  in 
1891,  I  proved  to  the  Legislature,  the  recording  officers,  and 
the  public,  the  danger  to  w^hich  the  records  were  exposed  by 
the  use  of  the  so-called  inks  far  outnumbering  the  real. 

Fires. 

No  town  records  have  been  burned  during  the  year,  mak- 
ing it  an  exceptional  year  since  1888  in  that  respect.  The 
dwelling  of  the  town  clerk  of  Mashpee  was  burned  in  Novem- 
ber, but  the  safe  and  records  were  removed  uninjured.  The 
safe  was  purchased  in  1889. 

ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 
9  Park  Street,  Boston,  Mass  ,  Jan.  2,  1896. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreseniatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fourth  report  of  this 
commission,  being  the  eighth  in  the  series  of  reports  on*the 
public  records. 

General  Conditioxs  pertaining  to  the  Records. 

Beginning  with  the  third  report  of  the  series  I  have  given 
in  detail  for  every  city  and  town  a  statement  based  upon 
personal  inspection  of  the  building  or  buildings  in  which  the 
records  were  kept,  whether  or  not  they  were  in  vaults  or 
safes,  and  in  a  general  way  their  condition,  w^th  some  facts 
which  might  be  useful  to  persons  especially  interested  in 
the  records  of  any  particular  city  or  town.  I  have  not  de- 
scribed in  minor  detail  the  exact  condition  of  affairs  for 
various  reasons. 

First,  the  work  of  inspection  was  a  new  one  and  had  to  be 
learned  by  experience  as  one  after  another  of  the  towns  was 
visited;  and  what,  with  a  high  standard  in  mind,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  a  condition  of  affiiirs  highly  discreditable  in 
towns  first  visited  was  found  to  l)c  a  great  improvement  over 
towns  inspected  later.  As  a  standard  of  excellence  could 
not  well  be  fixed  upon  I  thought  comparisions  would  be 
drawn  Avhich  would  be  unjust,  considering  the  different  facil- 
ities offered  in  ditforcnt  towns. 

Second,  I  hoped  that  the  presentations  made,  cou])led  with 
comments  and  suggestions,  might  lead  the  successive  legis- 
latures to  consider  the  subject,  and  pass  such  laws  as  seemed 
to  me  absolutely  neccssarv  to  protect  the  records,  and  enable 
the  towns  to  do  what  by  the  present  laws  they  are  o])ligcd 
to  do  but  cannot. 


4 


PUBLIC  RECORDS. 


[Jan. 


Third  and  chiefly,  for  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  I 
hesitated  to  make  public  such  a  deplura1)le  condition  of  alfairs 
as  exists,  fearing  that  sucli  a  report  as  I  might  make  if  I 
entered  into  details  would  be  looked  upon  as  overdrawn  and 
sensational,  and  believing  that  better  work  could  be  accom- 
plished by  more  quiet  methods.  But  I  am  encouraged  by 
persons  who  have  been  made  conversant  with  the  state  of 
aflairs  to  depart  from  this  course  and  to  state  things  plainly 
as  they  are. 

'I'he  facts  I  give  I  know  from  personal  investigation ; 
statements  which  I  repeat  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  are 
true ;  and  the  opinions  1  advance  are  endorsed  by  persons 
who  would  be  competent  to  form  them. 

The  counties,  for  the  reason  that  there  are  county  ])uild- 
ings  occupied  b}^  officials  keeping  office  hours  and  compen- 
sated for  their  work,  are  better  provided  with  })laccs  ot 
security  for  their  records  and  files  than  ai'e  the  towns,  but 
under  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  I  think  every  county  is 
indictable  for  failure  to  provide  tire-proof  rooms  with  suitable 
places  for  the  records  and  documents.  Some  of  the  most 
recent  buildings  have  fire-proof  rooms,  and  there  are  others 
that,  if  it  were  not  for  the  interior  finish,  bookcases,  shelv- 
ing, and  furniture,  might  be  lire-[)roof,  but  the  a])surdity  of 
building  a  room  with  fire-proof  walls  and  ceilings,  and  fur- 
nishing it  with  kiln-dried  material,  oiled  and  shellacked,  with 
electric  wires  to  introduce  fires,  still  continues. 

In  the  cities  there  has  been  improvement  since  I  fii'st  called 
the  attention  of  the  cit}^  governments  to  the  matter  a  few 
years  ago,  but  with  few  exceptions  the  cities  are  lia1)le  for 
non-conformity  to  the  law.  This  is  partly  because  of  the 
absurdity  of  the  law,  which,  while  it  allows  counties  to  pro- 
vide fire-proofrooms,  gives  no  such  authority  to  cities,  which 
must  provide  safes  for  all  their  records,  though  the  rooms 
are  fire-proof,  and  which  requires  that  the  city  clerk  shall  be 
custodian  of  (dl  the  "  books,  })apers,  and  documents  "  belong- 
ing to  the  city.  AsavcII  require  him  to  have  the  custody  of 
the  steam  rollers  as  the  books  of  all  the  dei)artments. 

The  original  charter  of  Lowell  required  every  officer  of 
the  town  to  deliver  to  the  city  clerk  within  two  days  after 
entering  u])on  the  duties  of  his  ollice  all  records,  i)ai)ers  or 
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property^  and  I  cannot  learn  that  by  any  subsequent  legisla- 
tion was  the  property  ever  taken  out  of  his  hands. 

But  it  is  in  the  towns  that  the  worst  state  of  aflairs  exists, 
chielly  for  the  reason  that  the  town  officers  —  selectmen, 
clerk,  assessors,  and  members  of  the  various  boards  —  are 
not  sufficientl}^  compensated  to  enable  them  to  give  the  time 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  statutes.  Of 
the  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  towns  in  the  Common- 
wealth there  are  but  twenty-three  having  an  office  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  term,  —  that  is,  a  place  where 
the  town  has  provided  a  suitable  place  for  the  keeping  of  the 
records,  and  where  a  person  is  in  attendance  to  transact  the 
town  business,  —  and  of  these  twenty-tliree  even  there  are 
some  where  the  records  of  the  school  committee,  overseers 
of  the  poor,  and  boards  of  health  cannot  be  found  at  any 
town  headquarters. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  spent  much  time  in  going 
through  in  detail  the  records  and  files  of  papers  wherever 
they  eould  be  found  in  the  towns,  and  in  some  of  the  best 
equipped  towns  1  have  found  valuable  records  and  papers 
and  fine  })lans  of  which  no  one  officially  connected  with  the 
town  had  knowledge .  Some  clerk  lonsr  since  out  of  office 
had  put  them  away,  where  at  the  time  seemed  to  him  the 
most  secure  place,  but  where  they  had  been  overlooked  and 
forgotten. 

Towns  other  than  the  twenty-three  can  be  divided  into 
classes,  and  I  desire  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  in  previous 
reports,  that  for  the  condition  of  atfairs  the  clerks  are  in  no 
way  responsible.  They  have  not  facilities  given  them  for 
the  proper  carrying  out  of  the  law" ;  they  are  not  sufficiently 
compensated ;  with  many  politics  enter  into  their  election, 
and  they  are  kept  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  wdiether 
they  will  continue  in  office  long  enough  to  carry  out  any 
Avork  of  improvement  they  might  feel  like  inaugurating. 
•Many  of  them  at  the  expense  of  their  own  time  are  doing 
much  work  for  which  they  receive  no  compensation  and  no 
thanks,  and  which  is  not  a})[)rcciated,  but  which  I  can  see 
will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  towns  in  the  future.  Some 
have  expended  consideral)le  sums  of  money  to  provide  what 
the  town  should  have  provided. 
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The  first  class  comprises  the  compact  towns.  These  usu- 
ally have  an  acknowledged  centre  where  there  is  either  a 
town  hall  or  some  building  iuAvhich  the  selectmen  have  what 
is  termed  the  town  office.  Possibly  the  clerk  has  his  records 
there,  but  more  often  they  can  be  found  in  his  store,  business 
office,  or  in  the  store  of  his  em})loyer,  where  he  is  allowed 
to  use  part  of  the  safe.  He  has  charge  simply  of  the  few 
current  books  of  record  in  which  he  makes  entries.  These 
are  kept  in  a  safe,  altliough  before  my  visits  of  inspection  it 
was  as  often  the  exception  as  the  rule  when  these  were  so 
kept.  Such  papers  as  are  tiled  with  him  and  should  be  in  a 
safe  are  not,  but  are  placed  in  such  out-of-the-wa}^  places  as 
he  can  find  for  packing  them.  At  the  town  hall  or  town 
office  arc  the  selectmen's  records,  if  they  keep  any,  the  val- 
uation lists,  and  the  records  belonging  to  the  clerk's  series 
previous  to  those  in  use,  and  it  is  the  rarest  exception  when 
all  of  these  records  and  the  early  tiles  of  papers  are  pro- 
tected from  tire.  In  some  cases  the  selectmen  are  the  assess- 
ors, in  others  the  assessors  are  a  separate  ]:>oard,  and  in  the 
latter  case  there  is  a  divided  responsibility,  the  selectmen 
claiming  that  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  assessors' 
records,  and  the  assessors  claiming  that,  as  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  selectmen  to  provide  safes,  they  are  powerless  to  keep 
their  records  as  they  should.  If  provision  has  been  made  for 
the  files  of  papers  which  woitld  have  the  semblance  of  hav- 
ing them  as  the  law  requires,  filed  conveniently  for  exami- 
nation and  reference,"  they  are  on  shelves  or  in  pigeon-holes 
where  a  fire  in  the  room  would  quickly  destroy  them.  It  is 
not  at  all  uncommon  to  find  matches  lying  loosely  about  on 
tables  or  desks  with  partly  smoked  cigars.  If  such  a  town 
has  a  board  of  health,  or  a  water  board,  or  any  others,  their 
records  may  or  may  not  l)e  here.  If  they  are  the  responsi- 
bility for  all  the  records  is  further  divided  from  the  fact  that 
more  persons  have  access  to  the  vault  or  safe,  or  in  some 
cases,  if  more  convenient,  the  vault  or  safe  is  left  ttnlocked. 
It  is  rather  the  exception  than  the  rule  where  any  records 
of  the  school  committee  are  found,  and  if  any  are  kept,  the 
present  secretary  has  those  in  his  or  her  possession,  the  pre- 
vious ones  having  been  left  with  the  previous  secretary.  In 
some  of  these  towns  records  of  former  boards  have  been 
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searched  for  and  found  at  my  suggestion  and  brought  to  the 
central  headquarters,  thereby  making  more  records  than  there 
is  accommodation  for. 

Next  come  the  towns  which  can  be  called  village  towns, 
made  up  of  several  villages,  each  as  separate  as  if  it  were  a 
town  by  itself,  voting  in  town  matters  for  the  interest  of  its 
own  village,  and  keeping  the  town  office  and  records  there 
if  possible.  As  one  or  another  of  these  villages  has  grown 
stronger  it  has  succeeded  in  having  the  office  brought  there, 
often  with  the  result  of  leaving  at  the  last  village  the  records 
and  papers  which  the  new  clerk  would  not  need.  These 
have  been  packed  away  in  chests,  or  trunks,  or  boxes,  or  left 
in  cupboards,  or  in  old  bureaus  or  bookcases  in  the  build- 
ing formerly  used  for  the  office,  and  as  time  has  gone  on 
they  have  been  entirely  forgotten,  until  I  have  traced  and 
examined  them,  finding,  as  I  have  said,  important  records 
and  papers.  In  some  of  these  towns  there  has  been  until 
recently,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  it  does  not  exist  to-day, 
the  custom  of  rotation,  by  w^hich  the  clerk  is  located  at  one 
village  one  year,  and  in  another,  another.  This  has  the 
double  disadvantage  of  frequent  change  of  clerks,  and  the 
frequent  moving  of  the  records,  with  the  attending  wear  and 
tear  and  danger  of  loss.  Under  these  conditions  a  clerk  does 
not  serve  long  enough  to  become  conversant  with  his  duties, 
or  to  take  any  great  interest  in  them.  The  state  of  aftairs 
in  the  town  headquarters  is  a  degree  worse  than  in  towns  of 
the  previous  class. 

The  third  class  comprises  the  large  and  sparsely  settled 
towns  having  no  distinct  centre,  the  custom  being  to  choose 
selectmen  from  various  parts  of  the  town,  it  may  be  several 
miles  from  each  other  or  from  the  clerk,  who  has  his  head- 
quarters in  his  country  store,  or  in  his  house  on  a  farm.  In 
these  towns  upon  my  first  visit  it  was  the  exception  rather 
than  the  rule  where  there  were  any  safes,  or  if  there  were 
any  they  were  worthless.  If  the  clerk  was  a  store-keeper 
he  possibly  had  a  safe  of  his  own  in  which  he  kept  the 
current  records,  the  older  if  they  had  ever  been  put  into  his 
custody  being  packed  away  in  such  places  in  the  store  as  he 
could  best  spare  for  the  purpose,  it  often  being  the  second 
story,  where  his  accumulation  of  stock  was  stored.    I  have 
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found,  valuiible  records  packed  away  indiscriminately  with 
all  sorts  of  inflammable  material,  one  case  in  particular  occur- 
ring to  my  mind  where  some  very  ancient  records  were 
piled  behind  tiers  of  water  pails  packed  in  straw.  If  the 
clerk's  house  is  his  headquarters  the  records  in  current  use 
are  kept  in  the  safe,  if  the  town  has  now  provided  one,  so 
far  as  its  capacity  will  allow,  the  others  l)eing  laid  where 
most  convenient.  When  the  store  or  the  house  is  the  head- 
quarters files  of  papers  are  invariably  unprotected  from  fire 
or  pilfering. 

Some  of  the  clerks  have  built  small  additions  to  their 
stores  or  dwellings  at  their  own  expense  for  the  sole  ]')urpose 
of  keeping  the  records  and  papers  by  themselves,  although 
they  cannot  be  secured  from  fire,  and  some  have  given  up 
the  use  of  rooms  for  the  storage  of  papers  and  volumes  of 
public  documents  which  the  State  annually  sends  to  the 
towns.  It  does  not  infrequently  happen  that  the  older  rec- 
ords and  papers  are  in  some  building  occupied  l)y  a  former 
clerk  who  had  boxed  them  up,  and  has  allowed  them  to  re- 
main because  the  present  clerk  seemed  to  have  no  better 
place  for  them. 

If  a  town  has  a  town  hall  and  safes,  or  a  vault  even,  it  does 
not  follow  by  any  means  that  the  records  are  in  them.  A 
part  may  be,  but  it  is  very  common  for  me  to  find  the  rec- 
ords, and  especially  the  files  of  papers,  scattered  all  about 
the  building.  Old  bookcases,  bureaus,  trunks,  and  chests 
can  generally  be  found  in  all  parts  of  the  hall,  from  the 
cellar  to  the  attic.  The  papers  have  been  tumbled  into 
them  in  the  most  promiscuous  way,  with,  perhaps,  parts  of 
the  volumes  of  the  old  records,  and  rats  or  mice  have  built 
their  nests  in  them,  having  used  for  building  material  part 
of  the  records  and  papers.  Great  havoc  has  been  made  in 
some  places  by  the  fish  moth,  which  is  known  under  various 
names,  such  as  the  silver  fish,  or  shiny  creeper.  It  is  com 
monly  supposed  to  do  no  damage,  but  from  the  fact  that  I 
have  found  hundreds  of  them  in  boxes  where  the  papers  hav^e 
been  very  nuich  eaten,  and  that  in  some  cases  the  eating  has 
been  in  small  holes,  simply  going  through  one  sheet,  I  am 
satisfied  that  much  of  the  work  that  has  been  attributed  to 
mice  has  been  done  by  them. 


1896.]        PUBLIC  DOCUME^^T  — No.  52. 


9 


In  many  places  the  safe  or  vault  is  not  locked,  and  any 
one  visiting  the  hall,  which  is  used  for  all  sorts  of  public 
purposes,  can  have  access  to  the  records  and  papers.  In 
one  town  I  was  directed  to  a  house  near  the  hall,  where  I 
found  the  key  of  the  hall  hanaing  outside,  and  on  entering 
the  hall  found  the  vault  unlocked.  On  two  occasions  access 
to  the  hall  has  had  to  be  through  the  window,  as  the  persons 
having  the  ke^^s  could  not  be  found. 

In  some  of  the  towns  the  selectmen  make  it  a  custom  to 
meet  at  the  poor  farm,  and  in  that  case  the  records  were 
usually  in  some  room  there  unprotected.  I  think  provision 
has  been  made  for  a  safe  in  all  these  cases  now,  but  there 
is  usually  a  large  accumulation  of  old  miscellaneous  records 
and  papers  which  are  boxed  or  barrelled  up,  and  are  put  in 
such  out-of-the-way  places  as  the  keeper  does  not  need.  In 
one  town  the  keeper  had  instructions  to  burn  the  old  papers, 
but  I  fortunately  discovered  it  before  his  wife  could  "  get 
round  to  it,"  as  she  expressed  it.  In  another,  the  newly 
elected  keeper,  who  had  been  a  newspaper  correspondent  and 
had  an  appreciation  of  the  value  of  such  things,  had  discov- 
ered the  contents  of  an  old  chest  and  was  proposing  to  sort 
the  papers  during  the  coming  winter.  These  proved  to  b.e 
ancient  and  extremely  important. 

The  inability  to  ol)tain  access  to  the  records,  which  the 
statute  provides  shall  be  open  for  examination  and  reference, 
is  something  of  which  people  have  a  right  to  complain,  and 
do  complain.  I  am  constantly  receiving  com[)laints  that  town 
oflices  are'  never  found  open,  or  that  a  clerk  proposes  to 
charge  for  the  time  he  is  expected  to  spend  there.  I  found 
it  useless  to  visit  most  of  the  towns  without  notice,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  see  the  records,  or  at  least  many  of  them,  if  I 
went  unannounced,  and  places  have  been  opened  to  me  that 
would  not  have  been  to  a  citizen  in  his  private  capacity, 
though  the  spirit  of  accommodation  shown  by  the  towns- 
people is  surprising  and  gratifying.  It  is  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected that  a  housewife  will  throw  open  her  chamber,  attic, 
or  packing  room  to  a  stranger,  and  it  is  not  an  agreeable 
duty  to  have  to  intrude  myself  into  them  and  handle  private 
belongings  in  search  of  pu])lic  [)ro})crty  which  should  have 
been  provided  for  in  a  public  })lace. 
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The  question  yevy  naturally  arises,  who  is  responsible  for 
all  this?  The  answer  is,  the  law  and  custom.  The  law  has 
never  defined  records,  and  there  has  been  no  compilation  or 
systematic  revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  them  since  1851. 
There  has  been  })iccemeal  legislation,  much  of  it  conflicting, 
so  that  if  a  person  tried  to  be  guided  by  the  law  there  was 
uncertainty.  The  successive  ])oards  of  selectmen  have  not 
tried  to  inaugurate  any  radical  changes,  knowing  that  the 
townspeople  would  look  upon  them  as  unnecessary  and  ex- 
travagant, and  matters  have  gone  on  from  l)ad  to  worse,  as 
time  not  only  adds  to  the  accunmlation  of  records  but  to  the 
ravages  on  the  older  ones.  The  clerks  have  been  powerless 
to  act,  depending  as  they  have  done  in  most  cases  on  what 
the  selectmen  or  town  meeting  are  willing  to  do  toward  ex- 
penditure for  improvement  of  the  books  and  papers  directly 
under  their  care.  Any  attemi)t  on  their  part  to  live  up  to 
the  law  as  against  custom,  and  take  the  custody  of  all  books, 
records,  and  papers,  would  immediately  have  cost  them  their 
positions.  As  I  have  previously  stated,  the  clerks  cannot 
aflTord  to  give  the  necessary  time  to  put  in  order  what  has 
been  left  in  disorder  by  their  predecessors  until  some  ade- 
quate compensation  is  provided  for  them. 

In  village  towns  previously  mentioned  a  rivalry  between 
the  villages  has  in  many  cases  prevented  the  building  of  a 
suitable  place  for  the  town  office  and  records,  and  I  know 
of  several  instances  where  a  vote  to  build  in  one  village  has 
been  rescinded  at  another  town  meeting  by  combination  of 
the  people  of  all  the  others. 

The  condition  of  the  volumes  of  ancient  records  in  many 
places  is  almost  beyond  description,  and  some  of  these 
places  are  among  the  cities  and  wealthiest  towns.  In  the 
sixth  and  seventh  reports  reproductions  of  some  of  these 
volumes  were  given,  but  even  those  do  not  fully  represent 
the  condition.  Volumes  have  been  wholly  separated  from 
the  covers,  and  the  pages  from  each  other,  and  handled  and 
wrongly  arranged  until  the  pages  of  the  various  volumes 
have  been  so  mixed  as  to  make  it  the  work  of  an  expert  to 
sort  them.  Copyists,  or  so-called  historians,  have  re})aged 
them,  often  erroneously,  and  in  some  instances  the  volumes 
have  been  rebound  with  the  pages  in  this  improper  order. 
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The  brittle  leaves  have  worn  awa}^,  carrying  with  them  dates 
and  proper  names  which  virtually  destroy  the  particular  rec- 
ord, and  in  many  cases  where  the  volumes  have  been  re- 
bound they  have  been  put  into  the  hands  of  persons  wholly 
incompetent  to  handle  them,  and  have  been  trimmed  up 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  very  seriously  impair  the  records. 
Occasionally  an  old  volume  (if  a  book  four  or  live  inches 
square  can  be  called  a  volume)  is  kept  in  a  pasteboard  box 
and  exhibited  as  a  curiosity,  it  apparently  never  occurring  to 
the  town  officers  that  the  book  was  of  any  importance  except 
to  be  shown  as  such.  Some  volumes  have  been  left  in  damp 
places,  it  sometimes  being  a  safe  which  has  not  been  opened  for 
years,  until  the  paper  has  rotted  to  such  an  extent  as  to  drop 
to  pieces  when  disturbed.  In  some  towns,  where  vaults  have 
been  built  within  a  few  years,  the  records  are  locked  up,  no 
air  being  allowed  to  enter  the  vault  except  at  long  intervals, 
and  I  have  found  new  books  covered  with  thick  mould  and 
the  binding  already  beginning  to  start  from  the  leaves. 

All  the  foregoing  statements  are  founded  upon  facts  within 
my  knowledge,  and  the  following  statements  I  am  confident 
are  true,  owing  to  the  sources  of  my  information.  Records 
relating  to  paupers,  which  might  result  in  a  toivn  having  the 
care  of  a  pauper  legally  put  upon  it  by  some  other  town,  or 
the  State,  have  been  burned  or  hidden.  It  is  not  at  all  un- 
common for  a  selectman  of  one  town  to  find  it  impossi1)le  to 
see  such  a  record  in  another  town,  although  the  selectmen 
know  it  to  exist.  The  files  of  papers  have  in  some  instances 
been  sold  to  **  get  rid  of  them,"  and  these  cases  do  not  in- 
clude the  very  many  wdiere,  during  the  war  and  the  high 
price  of  old  paper,  many  were  sold  which  the  selectmen  hon- 
estly thought  were  not  valuable,  while  some  were  retained. 
Among  the  papers  so  sold  were  undoubtedly  early  valuation 
lists.  Persons  have  been  told  to  help  themselves  to  the  files 
and  have  carried  aw^ay  papers  to  add  to  collections  of  au- 
tographs or  of  family  papers. 

In  the  sixth  report  I  suggested  that  a  special  committee, 
having  the  necessary  time,  might  be  appointed  to  consider 
the  whole  subject  of  the  records,  and  I  hoped  that  laying 
before  them  what  I  now  make  public  might  have  brought 
about  the  needed  legislation. 
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It  must  be  evident  to  any  one  reading  this  report  that  the 
condition  of  affairs  rehiting  to  the  records  in  the  cities  and 
towns  is  not  what  is  contempkited  by  the  statute,  and  cer- 
tainly is  not  what  it  should  be  ;  still,  that  it  has  greatly  im- 
proved since  the  establishment  of  this  commission  I  think 
no  one  conversant  with  the  matter  will  deny.  But  under 
the  continuance  of  the  present  conditions  and  customs  I  do 
not  see  that  there  can  be  the  improvement  which  there 
should  be  and  which  is  possible  in  other  ways.  Many  of  the 
towns  are  becoming  })oorer  and  are  losing  population  by  the 
setting  off  of  the  prosperous  parts  of  the  town  as  new  towns, 
but  the  care  of  the  old  records  with  the  provision  for  their 
safety  is  thereby  left  u[)on  the  original  town.  The  expense 
of  this  is  often  more  than  the  poor  town  can  afford,  and 
clerks  who  will  give  the  re(piisite  time  and  attention  to  their 
care  cannot  be  found.    This  is  an  injustice  and  hardshi[). 

How  some  of  the  towns  have  lost  territory  and  po])ula- 
tion  can  be  seen  by  the  following  statement :  Dartmouth  has 
lost  three  towns,  including  New  Bedford  ;  Freetown  has  lost 
Fall  River ;  Deerlield  has  lost  three,  including  Greentield  ; 
Springfield  eleven;  Chelmsford  two,  including  Lowell  and 
part  of  another  ;  Groton  three  and  part  of  another  ;  Dedham 
seven ;  Lancaster  four,  including  Clinton  and  Leominster 
and  part  of  another  ;  and  Duxbury  eight,  including  Brockton 
and  part  of  another.  Numerous  small  towns  have  lost  one 
and  with  it  most  of  the  w^ealth. 

In  the  large  towns  the  accumulation  of  the  records  is  rapid, 
and  the  amount  of  work  put  upon  the  clerks  gives  them  little 
time  for  attention  to  the  older  records.  It  is  not  easy  to  find 
copyists  who  are  competent  to  copy  the  old  records  who  can 
afford  to  visit  a  distant  town  and  do  the  work  at  any  price 
which  the  town  can  afford  to  pay,  and  the  law  forl)ids  the 
records  to  be  carried  a\vay.  Expert  binders  are  few,  and  the 
ordinary  bindery  is  not  a  safe  place  lor  the  records. 

The  law  requires  that  the  records  shall  be  open  for  exami- 
nation and  reference,  and  every  citizen  of  the  Commonwealth 
is  entitled  to  know  what  the  record  contains,  and  it  is  hardly 
to  be  expected  that  he  should  find  it  necessary  not  only  to 
travel  from  one  end  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  other,  but 
travel  many  miles  besides  to  see  what  he  was  entitled  to  find 
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in  a  public  office,  for  under  the  existing  custom  such  is  the 
fact,  if  he  desires  to  see  the  records  of  A^ery  many  of  the 
towns  in  the  State. 

The  older  records  are  usually  not  indexed,  and  it  requires 
many  hours  of  labor  for  the  clerks  to  ascertain  information 
for  which  they  are  constantly  asked  by  letter.  A  person  not 
aware  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  a  town,  but  assuming,  as 
the  statute  does,  that  thei'e  is  a  town  clerk's  office  with  its 
records  at  hand,  indexed  as  the  statute  requires,  thinks  the 
charge  made  by  the  clerk  for  the  work  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion exorbitant,  and  either  goes  without  the  information  if 
asked  the  probable  cost  in  advance,  or  else  neglects  to  send 
the  compensation  if  the  bill  is  sent  with  the  information. 
The  result  of  this  is  cither  that  the  seeker  does  not  get  his 
information  or  the  clerk  is  imposed  upon,  and  the  latter  has 
been  so  often  the  case  that  many  of  the  clerks  now  decline 
to  do  the  work,  stating  that  the  records  are  at  the  seivice  of 
persons  desiring  to  see  them. 

Public  Record  Office. 

One  remedy  for  all  this  seems  to  me  to  be  the  establish- 
ment of  a  public  record  office,  to  which  all  the  records  to  a 
fixed  date  shall  be  sent,  established  after  the  manner  of  the 
English  record  office.  This  idea  has  been  in  the  mind  of 
many  who  have  given  the  subject  thought,  and  whose  names 
would  carry  great  weight  if  1  felt  at  liberty  to  use  them.  In 
such  an  office,  which  could  and  should  be  absolutely  fire- 
proof, the  English  methods  of  procedure  could  be  followed. 
Records  could  be  cleaned,  repaired,  preserved,  and  arranged  ; 
catalogues,  indexes,  and  copies  made,  and  when  made  printed 
and  sold.  The  church  and  parish  records,  which  are  now  as 
a  lule  kept  in  "unfit  and  unsafe  buildings"  (to  quote  an 
English  act  rehiting  to  this  subject),  could  be  brought  to  this 
office,  and  much  that  in  reality  constitutes  early  town  rec- 
ords would  thus  be  secured  and  preserved. 

One  great  advantage  of  bringing  the  records  to  a  central 
point  would  be  th;it  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  a  person  to 
have  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge  regarding  a  town's  in- 
corporation in  order  to  search  for  information  desired.  The 
frequent  changes  of  town  lines,  and  the  setting  oil'  of  one 
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from  aiiothcr,  make  it  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty  where 
the  records  of  a  certain  time  can  be  found,  especially  as  rec- 
ords bearing  a  town  name  in  many  cases  are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  town,  but  in  the  part  set  off  under  the  new  name. 

The  removal  of  the  older  records  from  the  towns  would 
leave  most  of  them  very  well  equipped  with  vaults  and  safes 
for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  later  ones,  and  the  clerks  having 
fewer  in  their  care,  and  being  relieved  of  work  consequent 
upon  having  the  older,  would  take  better  care  of  what  were 
left  in  their  hands. 

Another  very  great  argument  in  favor  of  such  a  plan 
would  be  the  bringing  the  files  of  papers  to  a  place  where 
they  could  be  available.  In  the  accumulation  of  papers  in 
the  towns  visited  which  are  going  to  destruction  are  many 
Revolutionary  papers,  described  in  this  report  under  the  title 
of  Revolutionary  records. 

There  are  also  numberless  petitions,  with  long  preambles 
reciting  grievances,  no  record  of  which  exists,  and  which 
form  valuable  material  in  the  history  of  towns  and  of  the 
State.  Many  of  these  papers  would  su[)plement  those  in 
the  archives  at  the  State  House,  and  I  am  sure  there  are 
many  such  papers  in  private  hands  that  would  be  placed  in 
public  custody  if  the  owners  saw  any  likelihood  of  their 
being  properly  preserved  and  made  available. 

The  objection  to  this  plan  which  would  immediately  occur 
to  many  is  that  it  is  against  the  policy  of  the  State  to  in- 
terfere with  town  government  and  centralize  authority.  I 
shared  that  idea,  but  after  several  years'  experience  with 
town  officials,  who  are  supposed  to  know  and  represent  the 
sentiment  of  the  people,  I  am  convinced  that,  while  the 
majority  of  the  people  may  have  a  pride  in  the  town  and  its 
history,  they  take  no  interest  in  the  records,  not  realizing 
that  if  it  were  not  for  the  records  there  would  be  no  authen- 
tic history.  The  suggestion  of  the  expenditure  of  a  little 
money  to  bring  the  records  into  the  rc(|uircd  condition  is 
looked  upon  by  the  selectmen  as  an  unprecedented  expendi- 
ture for  which  they  nnist  have  the  approval  of  the  town,  and 
an  article  in  the  town  warrant  for  an  appropriation  for  such 
a  purpose  is  often  voted  down.  I  do  not  think,  therefore, 
that  the  towns  would  object  to  the  removal  of  their  records, 
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especially  if  the  people  knew  that  information  probably  con- 
tained in  them  could  be  obtained  by  correspondence  with 
an  office  prepared  to  immediately  furnish  it,  whereas  if  such 
information  is  now  in  their  records  no  one  knows  it,  and  it 
cannot  be  ascertained  without  much  trouble  and  some  ex- 
pense. There  are  many  private  records  kept  by  clergymen 
and  physicians  which  would  make  a  basis  for  records  and 
would  supply  missing  information  in  public  records.  I  have 
in  my  possession  a  private  record  of  twenty-six  hundred 
births,  between  1801  and  1849,  and  know  of  many  other  such 
which  would  be  valuable  if  they  could  be  intelligently  com- 
pared with  official  records.  ^Nlan}'  coroners'  records  could 
also  be  made  available  in  a  general  office. 

The  record  of  lay-outs  of  highways  in  the  early  volumes 
of  miscellaneous  records,  inaccessible,  unindexed,  and  gen- 
erally unknown,  could  be  made  available,  and  become  of 
great  value.  In  the  ninth  volume  of  the  early  records  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  the  commissioners  have  printed  the  record 
of  lay-outs  of  their  ancient  highways,  nearly  all  of  which 
have  been  identified  by  the  city  engineer,  and  foot-notes  are 
added  to  show  their  present  courses. 

State  Aid  to  the  Towns. 

Another  remedy  proposed,  not  as  far  reaching  as  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  public  record  otBce,  is  that  this  commission 
be  authorized,  where  records  are  in  bad  condition,  to  bring 
them  up  to  the  condition  required  by  the  statutes  at  the 
expense  of  the  State.  While  many  of  the  advantages  set 
forth  to  be  derived  from  the  bringing  together  of  records 
without  regard  to  town  or  county  lines  would  not  be  gained, 
a  very  great  advance  would  be  made.  Should  the  State 
bear  the  expense  of  putting  the  records  in  proper  condition 
and  of  providing  safe  receptacles  for  them,  the  towns  would 
feel  that  they  could  allbrd  to  pay  more  for  their  care  than 
they  now  do. 

County  TvEcoiiD  Offices. 

The  suggestion  has  l)een  made  that  county  public  record 
offices  would  be  preferable  to  a  general  office,  as  being  more 
convenient  to  the  people  wanting  to  visit  them.    The  disad- 
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vantage  of  thir?  })lan  far  outweighs  any  advantages.  The 
county  lines  have  been  constantly  changing.  Until  May  10, 
1643  there  were  no  counties ;  then  Essex,  Middlesex,  Nor- 
folk, and  Suffolk  were  established.  May  7,  1662  Hamp- 
shire was  estal)lished.  February  4,  1680  the  towns  in  Nor- 
folk which  had  not  been  acquired  by  New  Hampshire  were 
annexed  to  Essex.  June  2,  1685  Barnstable,  Bristol,  and 
Plymouth  came  into  existence,  followed  l^y  Nantucket  and 
Dukes  County  in  1695,  Worcester  in  1731,  Berkshire  in 
1761,  Norfolk  in  1793,  Franklin  in  1811,  and  Hampden  in 
1812.  Question  would  immediately  arise  as  to  the  appro- 
priate place  for  the  older  records  ;  for  instance,  should  the 
records  of  Brooktield  for  the  lifty-eight  years  when  it  was  in 
Hampshire  County  be  in  a  Hampshire  County  record  ollicc  or 
in  a  Worcester,  in  which  county  it  has  been  for  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  years?  In  a  general  office  indexes  could  be  pre- 
pared to  cover  all  periods  and  all  parts  of  the  State  without 
regard  to  county  lines,  whereas  an  index  in  a  county  ofBcC 
not  revealing  the  information  sought  would  necessitate  the 
visiting  of  another  office  far  removed.  The  division  of  ex- 
pense among  the  counties  would  be  a  disputed  question  diffi- 
cult to  settle. 

General  IxFOiniATiON  ox  Records. 

The  following  additional  information  in  regard  to  missing 
records,  and  facts  recorded  has  been  leathered  durinof  the 
year,  some  being  corrective  of  facts  reported  in  1885  :  — 

Court  of  Admiralty]. 

In  the  clerk's  oftice  of  the  United  States  District  Court  at  Boston 
there  are  three  volumes  of  tlie  records  of  the  Admiralty  Court. 
The  first  beginuiiig  June  6,  1718,  and  the  third  beginning  May 
29,  1740  and  continued  to  April  15,  1747,  are  called  Records 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty;  the  second  beginning  September  1, 
172G  is  called  Records  of  the  Court  of  Vice-admiralty.  There  are 
two  pamphlet  volumes  of  dockets,  containing  also  miscellaneous 
entries. 

County  of  Bristol. 

DiGUTON.  The  records  of  the  proprietors  of  the  South  Pur- 
chase in  the  Township  of  Dighton  are  from  1674  to  1795.  The 
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first  volume  of  proceedings  begins  as  a  record  of  tlie  South  Pre- 
cinct in  Taunton,  Dec.  10,  1709,  over  two  years  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  town.  The  records  of  the  town  of  Wellingtoa 
from  June  22,  1814  to  Feb.  27,  1826,  and  of  Wellington  Corpora- 
tion from  April  7,  1826  to  Dec.  24,  1827  are  in  possession  of  the 
town. 

Fall  River.  The  records  of  the  town  of  Fall  River,  R.  I., 
were  deposited  in  Fall  River  in  1862,  when  the  town  was  acquired 
by  annexation.  They  comprise  one  volume  each  of  town  council, 
town  meeting,  canvassers,  overseers,  personal  property,  and  vital 
records. 

County  of  Essex. 

County  Court.  A  volume  in  the  town  ofllce  in  Salisbury  con- 
tains a  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  for  various  towns 
in  old  Norfolk  County,  from  1670  to  1747. 

Registry  of  Deeds.  The  above  volume  is  called  "  A  Book 
of  Deeds  for  Norfolk  County  on  the  North  Side  of  Merrimack 
River,"  and  contains  records  of  deeds  from  Nov.  4,  1689  to  Dec. 
6,  1692.  Copies  of  these  have  been  made  by  the  register  of  the 
Essex  Southern  District,  certified  by  the  town  clerk  of  Salisbury, 
and  are  deposited  in  the  registi-y  at  Salem. 

County  of  Ilamjxlen. 

Russell.  The  records  of  town  proceedings  begin  in  1792,  the 
year  of  the  establishment  of  the  town,  although  a  few  of  the  first 
pages  are  missing.  The  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
is  very  incomplete  prior  to  1835,  though  there  are  some  births 
from  1776  to  1805.  All  records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
from  1846  to. 1860  are  missing,  but  they  have  been  co[)ied  from 
the  returns  in  the  ofllce  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

WiLBRAiiAM.  The  records  of  the  East  Precinct  in  Springfield 
from  1740-41  to  1763,  the  year  of  the  establishment  of  Wilbra- 
ham,  are  in  the  town  oilice. 

County  of  Ilampsliire, 

Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  A  volume  covering  the 
terms  from  August,  1726  to  March,  1728  has  been  recovered  in  a 
mutilated  condition. 

County  of  Middlesex, 

Concord.  There  is  a  small  book  containing  a  record  of  births 
from  1653  to  1687;  of  marriages  from  1665  to  1677;  and  of 
deaths  from  1666  to  1693.    The  printed  volume  of  Concord  births, 
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marriages,  and  deaths  issued  in  1894  contains  all  records  known 
to  exist.  There  is  also  a  record  of  meetings  in  the  "  South  West 
Quarter"  from  1G53  to  1722. 

Dracut.  It  is  not  pro])able  that  the  first  volume  of  records 
was  lost  as  supposed.  The  town  was  established  in  1701,  and  a 
volume  from  which  a  few  of  the  first  pages  are  torn  contains 
records  beginning  in  1711.  The  next  and  successive  volumes  are 
called  Second  Book,"  "Third  Book,"  etc.  It  is  more  probable 
that  a  meagre  record  was  made  on  tlie  missing  pages. 

Natick.  The  second  volume  of  proprietors'  records  has  disap- 
peared since  1885  and  its  recovery  is  greatly  desired. 

Sudbury.  There  is  a  copy  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
alphabetically  arranged  in  the  library  of  the  New  England  His- 
torical Genealogical  Society,  Boston.    (See  Wayland.) 

AYayland.  There  is  a  volume  of  records  of  the  Easterly  Pre- 
cinct in  Sudbury,  from  June  19,  1720  to  September  — ,  1761.  This 
contains  also  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  Sudbury  and  East 
Sudbury  from  about  1770  to  1795. 

County  of  Norfolk  {old). 
See  County  of  Essex. 

County  of  Norfolk. 

Canton.  A  large  quantity  of  papers,  not  before  exhibited,  and 
some  recovered  from  private  custody  have  been  examined,  and 
among  them  are  sextons'  bills  giving  dates  of  funerals,  and  some- 
times of  deaths,  from  1808  to  1810,  a  period  during  which  the 
records  are  extremely  deficient. 

County  of  Plymouth. 

Pembroke.  A  paper-covered  volume,  in  good  condition,  con- 
taining a  record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  seventeenth  century  and  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth, 
has  been  returned  to  the  town  clerk  after  an  absence  of  nearly 
forty  years.  The  greater  part  of  the  entries  are  from  1710  to 
1712,  inclusive.  The  town  was  not  established  until  March  21, 
1712. 

Plympton.  Plympton  was  established  June  4,  1707,  but  the 
records  commenced  with  the  records  of  the  society  in  the  West 
Precinct  of  Plymouth,  January,  1701  continuing  to  Jan.  14,  1706, 
and  of  the  town  from  IMarch  1,  1707.  Births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  recorded  by  families,  and  beginning  in  1689,  are  scattered 
through  the  records.    These  have  several  indexes,  some  made  by 
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Lewis  Bradford,  who  did  much  work  upon  the  records  years  ago. 
There  is  a  record  of  the  North  Precinct  in  Pl^^mpton  from  Jan.  17, 
1733  to  March  22,  1784.  The  record  from  1784  to  17'.)1,  which 
according  to  Bradford  was  undoubtedl}'  kept,  was  missing  in  182G. 

Rochester.  There  are  several  diLipidated  vohimes  and  many 
loose  leaves,  but  it  is  difDcult  to  tell  wlietlier  the  records  are  com- 
plete. Nothing  corresponding  to  the  first  volume  of  proceedings 
from  1686  to  1697  can  be  identified.  There  are  many  bundles  of 
plans  of  the  lots  early  laid  out. 

Assessors'  Rf:cor.DS. 

The  examination  of  the  old  pa[)crs  in  the  towns  lias  still 
further  brought  to  light  valaation  lists,  many  of  tlieni  very 
ancient,  and  most  of  them  in  bundles  in  the  wxn-st  condition. 
Some  of  these  had  been  considered  as  lost  or  destroyed,  and 
statements  to  that  elTect  were  published  in  1881). 

I  would  again  call  attention  to  the  value  of  these  lists. 
It  "Was  customary  to  prefix  titles  to  names  in  tiiese,  and  a 
military  title  or  that  of  deacon  or  squire  is  often  a  help  in 
distinguishing  certain  persons,  either  for  genealogical  or  his- 
torical [mrposes.  The  assessment  was  niade  by  districts  and 
the  names  were  entered  in  rotation,  not  alphabetically,  and 
it  is  often  possible  to  locate  a  homestead  by  the  position  of 
the  owner's  name  in  the  tax  list,  for  his  neighbors  on  either 
side  having  been  located  the  relative  positions  are  estab- 
lished. 

Record  of  payment  of  the  tax  is  sometimes  made  on  the 
list,  and  this  may  be,  and  often  is,  the  only  evidence  of  pay- 
ment and  legal  settlement.  This  makes  it  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  State  that  the  lists  l)e  preserved. 

The  following  lists  have  been  found,  some  being  additional 
to  those  reported  in  previous  reports  ;  — 

County  of  Bristol. 

Dighton, .  .  .  From  1825  to  1830  inclusive;  part  of  those  for 
1809,  and  there  may  be  others,  not  accessi- 
ble at  the  time  of  investigation. 

Rehoboth,  .  .  From  1671  to  1678  inclusive  copied  into  vol- 
umes of  town  proceedings.  There  is  also 
a  great  quantity  of  lists  in  confusion  with 
dates  as  early  as  1746. 
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Couyity  of  Essex. 
Bradford,     .    .    Complete  from  1796. 

Grovcland,    .    .    Complete  from  1850.    Lists  for  the  East  Parish 
in  Bradford  for  1831  and  1840  are  here. 

County  of  Franklin. 

Lists  called  duplicate  for  1703  and  1794,  from 
1797  to  1801,  and  from  1825  to  1828  in- 
clusive; for  1830,  and  from  1833  to  1839 
inclusive. 

Also  a  volume  of  copies  from  1827  to  1845 
inclusive,   and  books  of  original  entries 
from  18 GO  to  date. 
Nearly  complete  from  1738  to  182G  inclusive, 
in  addition  to  later  ones  before  reported. 

County  of  Hampden. 

Russell,  .    .    .    Nearly  complete  from  1792. 
West  Springfield,  Complete  from  1775. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Ashby,    .    .    .    Nearly  complete  from  1768. 
Bedford,.    .    .    From  1793  to  1799  inclusive,  and  complete  from 
1812. 

Burlington,  .    .    For  1821,  and  complete  from  1832. 
Carlisle,  .    .    .    Complete  from  1755. 

Stoneham,   .    .    One  list  for  1727  is  in  the  first  volume  of  town 
proceedings. 

Wiiyland,    .    .    For  1771  and  1779  in  addition  to  those  from 
1780,  before  reported. 

County  of  Norfolk, 

Complete  from  1796,  all  missing  in  1891  having 

been  recovered. 
For  1783,  1784,  1786  to  1809  inclusive;  1817, 

and  apparently  complete  from  1820. 
From  1736  to  1767  inclusive,  all  since  having 
been  before  reported. 

County  of  Plymouth. 

Hanover,  .  .  Complete  from  1800. 
Lakevillc,    .    .    Complete  from  1853. 


Montague, 


Northfield,  .  . 


Canton,  .  . 
Weymouth,  . 
Wrentham,  . 
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Pembroke,  .  .  For  1809,  1814,  1816,  and  1810;  from  1821  to 
1825  iuclusive;  from  1827  to  1832  inclu- 
sive, and  complete  from  1845. 

Kochester,  .  .  Apparently  complete  from  1796,  although  there 
are  many  without  date. 

County  of  Worcester. 
Blackstone,  .    .    Complete  from  1845. 

Bolton,  .  .  .  Apparently  complete  from  1780  to  1815  inclu- 
sive, and  from  1828. 

Douglas,  .  .  For  1772  and  1778;  and  complete  from  1782 
excepting  1787. 

Southborough,  .  From  1771  to  1779  inclusive,  for  1781,  1784, 
1785,  and  complete  from  1789. 

Collectors'  Eecohds. 

The  number  of  collectors'  books  recovered  under  chapter 
390  of  the  Acts  of  1892  was  not  at  all  what  it  should  have 
been,  the  town  clerks  hesitating  to  make  demands  they 
thought  likely  to  arouse  opposition.  I,  therefore,  issued  a 
circular  calling  attention  to  the  act,  with  a  form  for  the  clerk 
to  sign,  which  made  it  a  demand.  Many  of  these  have  been 
forwarded  to  ex-collectors,  resulting  in  the  procuring  of 
many  of  their  books. 

This  ofters  a  good  illustration  of  the  fact  repeated  in 
several  of  my  reports,  that  the  clerks  hesitate  to  suggest 
enforcement  of  the  law  against  townsmen  and  neighbors, 
whereas  a  request  or  demand  from  a  State  officer  is  complied 
with,  with  no  thought  of  personal  feeling. 

PiiorPwiETOEs'  Eecokds. 

I* am  more  and  more  impressed  with  the  value  of  the  pro- 
prietors' records,  and  more  and  more  surprised  that  they 
have  received  so  little  attention.  In  many  cases  they  ante- 
date the  town  records,  and  contain  the  records  and  plans 
of  division  of  the  land  among  the  first  settlers.  It  is  not 
unconnnon  to  find  that  these  records  were  commenced  in 
the  town  where  the  body  of  proprietors  organized,  and  the 
names  in  the  new  record  are  familiar  in  the  old  town  ;  the 
records  of  Savoy  were  connnenccd  by  the  proprietors  at 
llehoboth  twenty-six  3'ears  before  Savoy  was  made  a  town. 
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These  records  are  historical  1}^  and  genealogicall}^  important. 
For  instance,  the  plantation  of  Iluntstown  was  granted  Jan. 
19,  173G,  and  was  made  the  town  of  Aslilield  June  21,  17()5. 
The  proprietors'  records  began  in  1738,  with  a  list  of  the 
soldiers  in  Capt.  Ephraim  Hunt's  company  in  the  expedi- 
tion at  Groton  in  170G-7.  This  company  was  from  Brain- 
tree,  and  although  Captain  Iliintj  for  whom  the  grant  was 
named,  and  many  of  the  men  who  were  among  the  grantees 
never  settled  in  Huntstown,  others  did,  and  can  be  traced 
after  they  disai)pear  from  the  Braintree  records. 

The  name  by  Avhich  the  plantation  or  proprietary  Avas 
known  before  it  became  a  district  or  town  is  often  given,  and 
in  several  instances  I  have  found  names  not  given  in  any 
written  or  printed  records  in  possession  of  the  State.  Sev- 
eral of  the  names  of  plantations  Avhich  were  not  continued 
as  the  town  name  have  been  adopted  for  other  towns,  as,  for 
instance,  Agawam,  which  was  the  name  of  the  plantations  at 
Springfield,  Ipswich,  and  Wareham,  Bedford  at  Granville, 
and  Arlington  at  AYinchester,  now  in  New  Hampshire.  This 
has  led  searchers  in  the  records  far  astray,  and  thinking  it 
may  be  of  use  to  such  I  present  a  list  of  the  early  names  of 
the  plantations  and  public  grants,  with  the  later  district  or 
town  names,  which  includes  ai>so  names  of  early  settlements 
not  called  plantations.  Vilhiges  within  town  limits  wdiich 
were  set  off  as  towns  are  also  included. 

The  numbers  of  plantations  were  duplicated,  and  ''old" 
and  "  new  "  were  sometimes  prefixed  and  sometimes  omitted, 
making  it  difficult,  and,  in  the  absence  of  certain  records, 
im})ossible,  to  designate  which  became  a  certain  town. 

There  are  some  towns  Avhich  had  ancient  names  not  given 
in  the  following  list,  as  Shawmut  for  Boston,  and  Naumkeag 
for  Salem,  but  this  list  is  intended  to  contain  only  such 
names  as  appear  by  the  public  records  to  have  been  super- 
seded b}'  the  town  name. 

Original  Names  of  Settlements^  Plantations^  Proprietaries^  and  Vil- 
lages^ with  the  later  District  and  Toivn  Names. 

Acuslicna,  .....  Dartmouth. 
Agawam,  .  .  .  .  .  Springfield. 
Agawam,     .....  Wareham. 
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Aggawam,  ..... 

Ipswich. 

Arlington,   .  ^  . 

Winchester.^ 

Asliuclot  Equivalent,  . 

Dalton. 

Barecove,  ..... 

Hingham. 

Barnardstone's  Grant,  . 

Florida. 

Bass  River,  ..... 

Beverly. 

Bedford,  

Granville. 

Boggestow,  .       .  . 

Shei-born. 

Bullock's  Grant  (a  part). 

Florida. 

Cambridge  Village  (see  Little  Cam- 

bridge)   

Newton. 

Cape-Anne,  .       .       .       .  . 

Gloucester. 

Charlemont,  .... 

Charlemont. 

Charles  River,  Town  upon,  . 

Watertov;n. 

CbarlestowQ  Village,  . 

Woburn. 

Chauncey,  ..... 

Westborough. 

Cbebaceo  Eighth,        .       .  . 

Essex. 

Chelmsford,  .... 

Chelmsford. 

Chesterfield  Gore, 

Goshen. 

Coaksett,  

Dartmouth. 

Cochicawick,       .       .       .     •  . 

Andover. 

Cohannet,  ..... 

Taunton. 

Cold  Spring, 

Belchertown. 

Coleohester,  .... 

Salisbury. 

Colrain,^  

Col  rain. 

Conahasset,  ..... 

Scituate. 

Concord,  New  Plantation  by, 

Sudbury, 

Concord,  New  Grant,  or  the  Vil- 

lage at  Concord, 

.Acton. 

Dedham  Village,  .... 

Med  field. 

Dorchester-Canada, 

Ashburnham. 

Ducksburrow,  .... 

Duxbury. 

Ducksburrow,  New  Plantation, 

Bridgewater. 

East  Hoosuck,  .... 

Adams. 

Elbows,  The,'  .... 

Palmer. 

Eleven  Thousand  Acres,  North,  . 

Bethlehem  District.* 

Eleven  Thousand  Acres,  South,  . 

Southfield  District.^ 

Enon,  ...... 

We  nil  am. 

Erving's  Grant,  .... 

Erving. 

Ervingshire  (a  part) ,  . 

Wendell. 

»  Set  off  to  New  Hampshire. 

^  Proprietors*  records  say  "Plantation  No.  2  on  the  North  side  of  Dcerfield." 

»  Sometimes  called  New  Marll)oroiJiAh  and  sometimes  Kin^^^lield, 

*  United  with  Loudon,  afterward  Otis.  ^  United  with  Sandisficld. 
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Xlil  V  llJi^oUH  c         ptli      J     •            •           •  . 

11 1' O  r>  DTP 
Vv  1  tt  IJ     vJ  . 

TrT  o  11  f  r»  w  n  1 

XcHlLUWU^        •      .       >            •          .  •  • 

T^prn  n  rrl cf  r»n 

X  I  illll  Lli^  li  cl  IJ 1  ^              •               ■               •  • 

"F*  r  n  m  i  n  Of  1 4  n  1 1 1 

X  1  d  11 11 IJ^  >.i  ii  llj  . 

1?'i«onnnc»r» 'a  T.nn^l  of  tlio  T^^'nll    l^ivnr  - 
X  1  v; t.  ill v; U  9  JLj4lIi(.(  cl[j  Lillo  X  lIIi  XvLVCl* 

TTrnofriwn 
X  1  Ct/       >v  I-l  • 

n i*rl  1^ o i''c!  '^r^/^w M ci!  1 1  !^ 
VTcllHUL/l   O   Jl  <J  W  IJ  CSli  1 1 J  J        •               •  • 

WF  n  1'  vv  5  p  Ir 

»  ¥  til  VV  H^IV  . 

T^l  1 11^1  f  r^rd 

X>  l«.l  llVILV/lVi. 

rilmc;  AVnrlv'c;  rirnnt, 

J-<ee . 

f-irf>pn  inrl  WmIIvOv'ci  TjOnfl 

XXt^cltll. 

r^rppii'ci  T-Tn'l"\r»r 

VTICCH  D  1  ItH  UC/l  J      •               e               •  . 

T?pvl'»n  inp  ^ 

XVC  A  Lltl  lllc  . 

X-l  i-ll  t  Vi                 •             •             •             »  • 

Wn  cl>i  11  o'f  rn"» 

Tt  (.loLI  llJ^  l/Lrli  . 

T-T  nGeniinniKlPA 

XXciooiiiiiiiiJ  lo^U')         •            •            •  . 

14  V  n  ■f  f  n  n 

\j(  I  til  liUli  • 

TT 1 1 11  f  Sst  o  w  n 

J.  JL  11 IJ  LiO  Ll^  >T  LI  )    •                 •                 •                 *  * 

A  ^lifiplfl 

JTJLO  II  Ll^,  1  V.I  . 

InditiQ  Town,  .... 

Stock  bridge. 

W  iiiplipiiflr'kii 

TuQwipli  TTnmlot 

TTfi  in  5 1  f  r>n 

XXtllllll  \j\Jll  • 

Jpffrv'*;  Crpok 

ATii  iiplipcif  pv 

XiX ti  11  ^1  Iv^ o i  . 

•Tpriplin 

TT  fi  tipoplc 

tv  LJ  y^yjy^  . 

l^iTKycifiplrl 

JIV 11  l^o  [1 iLt  ^  ..... 

AVp^fprn  ^ 

»  t  v^O       1  11  • 

T  .n  in  ncfown 

XJcl  111  L>o       VV  IJ  ,  .... 

TTn  I'd  vvlpk" 

XX  ti  1     v>  1  viv  . 

1. if  lip  r^M  m  lirul  o'p    ^  Qpp  mliri(l<i'"p 

XJlvvlKj    VV4.1j111  Ui  lUi^Vy                     v^cl  111  L/1  1 

V  llicl^ey  ,    .              .              .  . 

^pwf  on 

T./Mvni'  I-l r»ii on fr^n  1  p 

JLiUWCl   J.  JLUUOU  OUll  ... 

Shpffiplfl 
kjiici  lie  m . 

TiVnii  Vill'iCTp 

JJ^Ull    Vlllcl^^,             .               .               •  . 

"Rpfidincr 

Mujor's  Purchase, 

Pe  ni  broke. 

IVTn  n^'unr*!  1  ^ 

XvXcllIwlilvJI  u,  ..... 

X^ll  ti  Lll  tt  lli  . 

T\Tmi'1^1p  TTMi'Knr 

l»J.cllUlC   XiillUKJl^  .... 

1\T  ni'l^lplipid 

XvXtiL  IJldll^tll.t. 

T\Tni'Cihnpp  (a  mrf,^ 

IMnr'shnpp  l^Jiifvipf  ^ 

^»X til  o  11  ly v>  xyiouill^b. 

Mcitt'ichet'se,^  .... 

Yjiriuouth. 

IMitf nplippt;pf  ^ 

X  cll  lllv/ULli. 

Mattukeeset,  .... 

Pembroke. 

TVT  O  f  f  n  TAH  11 

J.VX  it  b  t  (-1 1  >cl  li  ,  ..... 

OnrolipQf  pr 

]SIerrirfin.ck,  ..... 

Bradford. 

Moguncoy,  

Hopkintou. 

Mount    Epbraim     (see  Yokuni 

Town),  

»  Proprietors*  records  say    P'alltown  or  Failtown  Fight." 

5»  Meaning  the  Falls,  the  tmoi  of  Fall  liiver  having  been  set  off  from  Freetown. 
3  Afterward  Marshlicld. 

<  Sometitncs  caikd  New  Marlborough,  and  sometimes  The  Elbows. 

»  Afterwanl  Warren. 

«  Proprietors'  records  say  *'  Monomoy." 

'  Afterwards  tlie  town  of  Mashpce. 

8  In  1638  tlie  records  say,  "  Mattachcese  or  Yarmouth  ;  "  in  January,  1()39  "  Matta- 
cheosct  now  called  Yarmouth,"  and  in  May,  IG39  "the  bounds  bctweai  Matachccse 
and  Mattacbeeset." 
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Mount  Wollaston, 
Muddy  River, 
Murrayfield,^ 
Musketequid,       .  , 
Mynfic4d,  . 
Mystic  Side, 
Namassakett, 
Nantoscot,  . 
Naquag, 

Narragansett  No.  2, 
Narragansett  No.  4, 
Narragansett  No.  6, 
Nashaway,  . 
Nasboba, 
Naticook, 
Nawsett, 

New  Frarningliam, 
New  Hingliam, 
New  Lisburne, 
New  ^larl borough, 
New  IMarlborough,"* 
New  Medfield, 
New  Sberburn, 
New  Towne, 
Nicliewoag, 
Nonotuck,  . 
North  Worcester, 
No-town, 
Number  1,  . 
Number  2,  . 
Number  2  on  the  north  side  of 

Deerfield,^ 
Number  3,  Old  (1762), 
Number  3,  New  (17G8), 
Number  4,  Old  (1765), 
Number  4,  New  (1771), 
Number  5  (easterly  part). 
Number  5  (westerly  part), 
Number  7,  . 


Braintrce. 

Brookline. 

Murrayfield.^ 

Concord. 

Rowe. 

Maiden. 

Middleborough. 

Hull. 

Rutland. 

Westminster. 

Greenwich. 

Templeton. 

Lancaster. 

Littleton. 

Litchfield.^^ 

Kastham. 

Lanesborough. 

Chesterfield. 

Pel  ham. 

New  Marlborough. 

Sturbridge. 

Douglas. 

Cambridge. 

Petersham. 

Northampton. 

Holden. 

Buckland. 

Tyringham. 

Partridgefield.^ 

Col  rain. 

Sandisfield. 

Worth  ington. 

Becket. 

Gageborough.^ 

Cummington. 

Gageborough.^ 

Hawley. 


»  Proprietors'  records  say  "No.  9  alius  Murray  Field." 
'  Afterward  Cliesfcr.  ^  Aftcr^vard  Peru. 

*  Set  oirto  New  Hanipshirc.  «  Called  plantation  of  Colrain  in  the  Province  records. 
«  See  note  to  The  Elbows.       ^  Afterward  Windsor. 
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Number  9,^         •       .       .  . 

M  u  r  r  ay  fi  el  d ."' 

XNUIlIUel    i-Oj              •            •            •  • 

f^lipl  <5Pn 

vy  U  CI  o  C  <.l  • 

'T"^o  11  f  n      o  f" 

X  clULLlClvct}    •            •            •            •  • 

TT  n      rl  1  i  11 

X  UWIIiCbb^        •               •               .               .  • 

i  ruro. 

Payquage,  .       .       .       .  . 

iiinoi. 

JL  eiinycooK,          •        .        •  • 

XvUllilUI  LI. 

i*etapawag,  .... 

Groton. 

Pocomtuck,         .       .       ,   ^  . 

DeerOeld. 

PoiDpositticiitj  .... 

olOW. 

PoDagaiisett,  .... 

Dartmouth. 

PoDtoosiick,  .... 

X  llLSUeKl. 

Prescott's  Grants,  ... 

i>xKitiieneici. 

J  UlilU  X  Uiul,           •            •            .  « 

1^  II  O  1  GOO 

lino     1  n 

l^llclUlli^  ..... 

■  In  O  T"l  O  1  fTn  Til  rf^Tl/i 

V^U»XUoi^tlIlJULH.l  J      .             .             .  • 

Qunshapage,  .... 

iV  1  o  It  i*  1  y*\  n 

i>ieution. 

Quobauge,  ..... 

Prookfield. 

XVUclvi       YV  1 1  ,     .                .                •                .  • 

Slintpsihiirv^ 

O  11 11  tCo  U  11 1  V  . 

Rogers,  INIr.  TCzcclii's  Plantation,  . 

Powley. 

Poxbury-Canada,        .       .  . 

AVarwick. 

XvUy tilbLllI  L  ,  .... 

T?  nvolctnti 
IXUy  €«.l!5  tUll . 

Puinney  Marsh,  .... 

Chelsea. 

iDaillOKeiL,  ..... 

T-l  o  i*tif  1/^11 

Saugus,  ..... 

Lynn. 

n       11  17* 

OvdCUIJCiv,     •            .   '         .            •  . 

XVclJOUUliii. 

Sliawsliine,  ..... 

Lillerica. 

Shcwaniet  Purchase,  ... 

Somerset. 

Sippican,  ..... 

Rochester. 

Sowamsett, ..... 

Rehoboth. 

Squakead,^  ..... 

IN  01  tnneici. 

Suffield  Ef|uivalent  (see  Glasgow), 

Bland ford. 

Tauconnuck  Mountain,  . 

luouuL  >v  abuingion. 

jLowiaici,  ..... 

Leicester. 

X  liillULliltcllIi,  .... 

XjOoLOU  . 

ni^nrlmv  TTilla    nnrfVi  Tiorf  r\f 

nPrk  w  11  e  <i  n /■! 

Turkey  Hills,  south  part  of,  . 

Lunenburg. 

J-  ^  1  I  11  ^  U  U.  Ill    X^^I^Ll  i  V  4.ti  V>  11  If  ,                  •  . 

T.niidnn  ^ 

Uncataquisett,  .... 

Milton. 

Wannamoisett,  .... 

Swansea. 

AVcssacucon,  .... 

Newbury. 

»  See  note  to  Munaylield.  *  Proprietors'  records  say  *'  Squakeheag." 
«  Afterward  Chester.  ^  Afterwards  Otis. 

»  Set  oirto  New  llampsbiro. 
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Wessaguscus,      ....  Weymouth. 

West  Hoosuck,    ....  Williamstowu. 

Whipsuffcrage,    ....  Marlborough. 

Williams's  Grant,        .       .       .  Lee. 

Winnissimet,       ....  Chelsea. 

Wollonopaug,      ....  Wrentham. 

Worouoake,        ....  Westfield. 

Yokum  Town  and  Mount  Ephraim,  Riehmont.^ 


To  make  the  above  list  more  useful  it  is  rearranged, 
giving  first  the  present  name  of  the  city  or  town.  Parts 
of  the  same  plantation  or  grant  will  be  found  to  have  formed 
parts  of  diiierent  towns. 


Acton, 

Adams, 

Andover,  . 

Ashburnham, 

Ashfield, 

Athol, 

Becket, 

Belchertowu. 

Bernardston, 

Beverly, 
Billerica, 
Blandford, 
Boston, 
Bradford, 
Braintree, 
Bridgewater. 
Brook  field, 
Brookline, 
Buckland, 
Cambridge, 
Charlcmout, 
Chatham,  . 
Chelmsford, 
Chelsea, 


The  Village  or  New  Grant  at 

Concord. 
East  Iloosuck. 
Cochicawick. 
Dorchester-  Canada. 
Hunts  town. 
Payquage. 
Old  No.  4. 
Cold  Spring. 

Fall  Town  or  Fall  Town 

Fight. 
Bass  River. 
Shawshine. 

Glasgow,  Suffield  Equivalent. 

Trimountain. 

Merrimack. 

Mount  Wollaston. 

Duxburrow  New  Plantation. 

Quobuage. 

Muddy  River. 

No- town. 

New  Towne. 

Charlemont. 

Manamoit.^ 

Chelmsford. 

PuUin  Point,  Rnmney  Marsh, 
Winnissimet,  or  No.  13. 


*  Afterward  llicbmond.  ^  Proprietors'  records  say  '•Mononioy." 
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Chester/  .... 

Murray  field. 

CliesteiTield, 

New  Hingham. 

Colrain,      .        .        .  . 

Col  rain. - 

CoQcord,     .       .       .  y 

Musketequid. 

Cummiugton, 

No.  5,  Easterly  part. 

DaltOD,  .... 

Ashuelot  Equivalent. 

DartmoLitb, 

Acushena,  Coaksett,  Pona- 

gansett.. 

Dedham,     .       .       .  . 

Plantation  above  the  Falls  of 

Charles  River. 

Dcerfield,    .       .       .  . 

Pocomtuck. 

Dorchester  (now  in  Boston), 

Mattapan. 

Douglas,     .       .       .  . 

New  Sherburn. 

Duxbnry,    .       .       .  . 

Ducksburrow. 

Easthain,    .        .        .  , 

Nawsett. 

Erviug,       .       .       .  . 

Erving's  Grant. 

Essex,  .... 

Chebacco  Eighth. 

Florida,      .       .       .  . 

Barnai'dston's    Grant  and 

Bullock's  Grant. 

Framiugham, 

Framingham. 

Freetown,  .       .       .  . 

Freemen's  Land  at  the  Fall 

River.^ 

Gloucester, .       .       .  . 

Cape-Anne. 

Goshen,      .       .       .  . 

Chesterfield  Gore. 

Grafton,     .       .       .  . 

Hassanamisco. 

Granville,  .       .       .  . 

Bedford. 

Greenwich, .... 

Quabin,  Narragansett  No.  4. 

Groton,      .       .       .  . 

Petapawag. 

Hamilton,  .       .       .  . 

Ipswich  Hamlet. 

Hancock,    .       .       .  . 

Jericho. 

Hardwick,  .       .       .  . 

Lambs  town. 

Harwich,    .       .       .  . 

Satuckett. 

Haverhill,  .       .       .  . 

Pantuckett. 

Hawley,     .       .       .  . 

No.  7. 

Heath,        .       .       .  . 

Green  and  Walker's  Land. 

Hingham,   .       .       .  . 

Barecove. 

Holden,      .       .       .  . 

North  Worcester. 

Hopkinton, 

Moguncoy. 

Hull,  

Nantascot. 

Ipswich,     .       .       .  . 

Aggawam. 

»  Formerly  town  of  MurrayfielJ. 

'  rroprictors'  records  s.iy  "  Plantation  No.  2  on  tiie  North  side  of  Decrficld  " 
8  Meaning  the  Falls,  the  town  of  Fall  River  having  been  set  otl*  from  Freetown. 
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Lancaster,  . 
Lanesborongh,  . 
Lee,  . 

Leicester,  . 

Litchfield,  N.  H., 

Littleton,  . 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn,. 

Maiden, 

Manchester, 

Marblehead, 

Marlborough, 

Marshfield,^ 

Mashpee,  . 

Medficld,  . 

Mendon, 

Middleborough,  . 

Middlefield, 

Milton, 

Mount  Washington, 
Newbury,  . 
New  Marlborough, 
Newton, 

Northampton, 
Northfield,  . 
Orange, 
Otis,3  . 


Palmer, 

Pelham, 
Pembroke, 

Peru,*. 

Petersham, 
Pittsfield, 
Reading, 
Kehoboth, 


Nashaway. 
New  Fraraingham. 
Glass   Works   Grant,  Wil- 
liams's Grant. 
Towtaid. 
Naticook. 
Nashoba. 

South  Part  of  Turkey  Hills. 

Saugus. 

Mystic  Side. 

Jeffry's  Creek. 

Marble  Harbor. 

W  hips  uffer  age. 

Green's  Harbor. 

Marsh  pee. 

Dedham  Village. 

Qunshapage. 

Namassakett. 

Prescott's  Grants. 

Uncataquissett. 

Tauconiuick  JNIountain. 

Wessacucon. 

New  Marlborough. 

Cambridge  Village  or  Little 

Cambridge. 
Nonotuck. 
Squakead.^ 
Ervingshire. 

North  1^1  even  Thousand 
Acres,  Tyringham  Equiv- 
alent. 

The  Elbows,  Kingsfield,  New 

Marlborough. 
New  Lisburne. 
Major's  Purchase,  Mattakee- 

sett. 
No.  2. 
Kichewoag. 
Pontoosuck. 
Lynn  Village. 
Seacunck,  Sowamsett. 


1  Formerly  llcxluime. 
a  Proprietors'  records  say 


"  Formerly  Loudon. 
Sqiiakebeng."       <  Formerly  Purtridgcficld. 
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RicbmoDcl/ . 

.    Yokum   Town   and  Mount 

Ephraim. 

Rochester,  . 

Sippican. 

RoAve, 

My  li  field. 

Rowley,      .  . 

.    Mr.  Ezechi  Rogers's  Planta- 

tion. 

Royalston,  . 

.    Royal  shire. 

Rumford,  N.  II., 

.  Pennycook. 

Riitlaud, 

.  Naquag. 

Salisbury,  . 

.  Colchester. 

Sandisfiekl,^ 

.    Old  No.  3,  South  Eleven. 

Thousand  Acres. 

Scituate, 

.  Conahassct. 

Sheflield,    .        .  . 

.    Lower  Ilousatonic. 

Slier  born,  . 

.  Boggestow. 

Shutesbiiry, 

.  Roadtown. 

Somerset,  . 

.    Shewamet  Purchase. 

Springfield, 

.  Agawam. 

Stock  bridge. 

.    Indian  Town. 

Sturbridge, . 

.    New  Medfield. 

Stow,  .       .       .  . 

.  Pompositticut. 

Sudbury, 

.    New  Plantation  by  Concord. 

Swansea, 

.  Wannamoisett. 

Taunton,  . 

.  Cohannet. 

Templeton, 

.    Narragansett  No.  6. 

Townsend,  . 

.    North  part  of  Turkey  Hills. 

Truro, 

,  Pawmett. 

Tyringhara, 

.    No.  1. 

AVareliam,  . 

.  Agawam. 

Warren,^  . 

.  Kingsfield. 

Warwick,  . 

.    Roxbury-Canada,  Gardner's 

Township. 

Washington, 

.    Hart  wood. 

Watertown, 

.    Town  upon  Charles  River. 

Wendell,  . 

.  Erviijgshire. 

Wenham,  . 

.  Enon. 

Westborough, 

Chauncey. 

Westfield,  . 

.  AVoronoake. 

AVcstminster, 

Narragansett  No.  2. 

It  U  >  lUULI  tU,               •  . 

.       >V  tibbilgUSCUS. 

Willianistown, 

.    West  Iloosuck. 

Winchendon, 

.  Ipswich-Canada. 

»  Formerly  llichmont.       >  Formerly  SouthGeld.      s  Formerly  Wcbtcru. 
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Winchester,  N.  H.,     .       .  Arlington. 

"Windsor/  ....  New  No.  4   and  westerly 

part  of  No.  5. 

Woburn,     ....  Charlestown  Village. 

Worcester,  ....  Quansigamond. 

Worthington,      .       .       .  New  No.  3. 

Wrentham, .       .       .       .  Wollonopang. 

Yarmouth,  ....  Mattacheese,  Mattachesett.- 

SciiooL  Eecohds. 

In  1890  there  were  twentj^-six  towns  in  which  the  school 
committee  kept  no  records,  although  the  law  had  required  it 
since  1838.  These  towns  now  report  that  they  are  kee[)ing 
them.  At  that  time  very  few  of  the  school  records  were 
kept  in  safes.  Eighty-one  towns  which  did  not  so  keep 
them  now  do,  but  the  greater  part  of  these  records  are  still 
at  the  houses  of  the  secretaries  of  the  boards,  unprotected 
from  fire,  and  in  violation  of  the  law. 

Parish  and  Ciiuiicii  Records. 

I  would  renew  my  recommendation  that  the  records  of  a 
church,  parish,  or  society  which  has  ceased  to  hold  regular 
religious  meetings  be  deposited  with  the  town,  and  I  repeat 
the  reasons  for  it  set  forth  in  the  sixth  report. 

The  value  of  the  parish  and  church  records  is  constantly 
becoming  more  apparent.  No  one  attempting  to  trace  gene- 
alogy can  fail  to  be  surprised  and  disappointed  at  the  difli- 
culties  encountered  by  the  loss  or  incompleteness  of  the  town 
records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  especially  of  ])irths. 
The  records  of  marriages  and  deaths  in  the  early  church  rec- 
ords often  supply  deficiencies  in  these,  and  the  records  of 
baptisms,  which  in  early  days  w^ere  considered  necessary, 
are  generally  the  only  records  which  give  a  clue  to  the  prob- 
able date  of  birth.  As  a  rule  they  are  carelessly  kept  in 
dwellings,  exposed  to  danger  from  fire  ;  and  although  it  has 
been  decided  (Sawyer  v.  Baldwin,  11  Pick.  492)  that  a  book 
kept  by  a  single  minister  during  his  term  of  service,  con- 

»  Formerly  Gagcborough. 

«  In  1G38  tlie  records  say  *'  M  vttachecse  or  Yarmouth  ;  "  in  January,  1639  "  Mat- 
tacheesetnow  called  Yarmoutli,"  and  in  May,  1G3U  ••the  bounds  between  Matachecso 
and  Mattaclieeset." 
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taining  memoranda  of  church  matters,  in  the  absence  of  any 
other  record  is  a  church  record,  these  books  are  often,  if 
not  usually,  con>idered  by  the  minister  to  be  his  private 
memoranda  and  are  carried  a\v[iy.  As  the  parish  in  early 
days  was  the  town,  the  early  pai'ish  records  arc  in  reality 
the  town  records,  but  the  towns  have  lost  jurisdiction  over 
them.  Many  of  these  early  records  are  knmvn  to  be  in 
possession  of  persons  having  no  right  to  them,  and  others 
undoubtedly  are,  and  their  delivery  to  the  church  or  parish 
clerks  should  be  in>i-ted  upon,  even  if  legal  measures  are 
necessary  for  their  recovery. 

If  the  church  or  parish  has  ceased  to  exist,  the  records 
should  be  in  possession  of  the  town,  bat  until  it  has  there  is  no 
way  under  existing  laws  by  which  the  town  can  secure  them. 

The  inability  to  hnd  the  records  of  extinct  chni-ches  and 
parishes,  which  sliould  have  been  returned  to  the  city  and 
town  clerks  immediately  upon  the  extinction  of  the  church 
or  parish,  is  largely  accounted  for  l)y  the  half  extinct  con- 
dition in  which  many  lingered,  along.  There  are  about 
seventy  now  in  that  condition  which  have  not  held  religious 
services  for  many  years  and  probably  will  never  again,  whose 
records  are  held  by  some  person  claiming  that  the  church  or 
parish  is  not  extinct. 

Funds  are  believed  to  be  illegally  held  in  some  cases,  and 
one  fund  left  to  support  preaching  has  entirely  disappeared. 
The  records  which  have  recently  been  recovered  show  a 
balance  in  1870  of  $2,392.95,  which  should  have  been  much 
larger,  but  by  the  time  the  records  were  recovered  the  money 
had  gone  beyond  recovery. 

While  copying  by  the  cities  and  towns  seems  to  be  the 
most  feasible  way  to  reach  the  records  of  existing  churches 
and  parishes,  those  of  the  half  extinct  might  be  saved  from 
loss  by  the  passage  of  the  following  act :  — 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  custody  of  the  records  of  a 
religious  society,  church,  parish,  ok  association  for 
religious  worship,  which  has  ceased  to  hold  religious 
meetings. 

Section  1.  When  a  cluircli,  parish,  religions  society,  monthly 
meeting  of  tiie  people  called  Friends  or  Quakers,  or  any  body  of 
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persons,  who  have  associated  themselves  together  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  meetings  for  religious  worship,  sliall  cease  for  a  term 
of  two  years  to  hold  religious  meetings  regularly,  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  care  of  any  of  the  records  or  registries  of  such  church, 
parish,  religious  societ}^  montlily  meeting,  or  association,  or  of 
any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly  meeting,  or  associa- 
tion connected  therewith,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  the  clerk 
of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  church,  parish,  religious  society, 
monthly  meeting,  or  association  is  situated,  and  such  clerk  may 
certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  Every  person  having  any  records  of  the  deacons, 
church-wardens,  trustees,  overseers,  or  other  similar  oflicers,  of 
any  of  the  assemblies  or  associations  aforesaid,  by  whatever  name 
called,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  such  assembly  or  association  is  situated,  and  such 
clerk  may  certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting,  or  association,  the  records  or  registries  of  which,  or  of 
any  officers  of  which,  have  been  so  delivered,  shall  resume  regular 
religious  meetings  under  its  former  name,  or  shall  be  legally  incor- 
porated with  some  church,  parish,  religious  society,  or  monthly 
meeting,  the  clerk  of  said  city  or  town  shall,  upon  demand  made 
in  writing  by  a  duly  authorized  person,  deliver  such  records  or 
registries  to  such  person :  provided,  however,  that  said  person 
shall,  in  writing,  certify  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief  said  religious  meetings  are  to  be  regularly  continued,  or 
such  incorporation  has  been  legally  completed. 

Sect.  4.  Every  person  who,  after  demand  made  by  the  clerk 
entitled  by  law  to  have  possession  of  the  records  or  registries 
aforesaid,  wrongfully  detains  the  same,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  prosecuted  for  by  said  clerk. 

This  bill  was  reported  by  the  judiciary  committee  in  1894, 
but  was  defeated. 

While  I  have  no  authority  to  compel  any  greater  care  of 
the  records  of  existing  parishes  and  churches,  which  are 
generally  kej^t  in  private  houses,  unprotected  from  fire,  I 
would  urge  every  one  interested  in  his  church  to  see  that 
some  provision  is  made  for  the  safety  of  its  records.  A  safe 
costs  less  than  a  lawsuit,  viewing  the  matter  simply  in  a 
monetary  way. 
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ReVOLUTIONAKY  RECOIiDS. 

In  the  fifth  report  I  called  attention  to  the  Revolutionary 
papers  found  in  some  of  the  towns,  and  suggested  that  they 
should  be  inspected,  and  if  they  could  not  be  obtained  for 
the  State  archives  that  they  be  copied  by  the  State. 

During  the  year  I  have  found  more  of  these,  some  of  them 
being  carefully  tiled,  but  seldom  safe  from  fire,  while  more 
are  thrown  about  in  the  most  indiscriminate  manner,  being- 
eaten  by  the  tish  moths.  Among  these  I  have  found  lists  of 
names  of  soldiers  with  the  sums  paid  them ;  names  of  sub- 
stitutes ;  receipts  given  by  officers  and  privates  for  moneys 
received  ;  names  of  persons  who  contributed  money  for  cer- 
tain specified  uses,  such  as  purchase  of  powder  and  food  ; 
afiidavits  respecting  transportation  of  men  and  provisions, 
and  various  other  papers  giving  important  information,  or 
furnishing  clues  covering  individual  soldiers  which  might 
be  found  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  State  archives. 
Whenever  found  I  have  liad  these  papers  placed  in  safe 
places. 

The  history  of  the  Revolutionary  papers  belonging  to 
the  town  of  Ashby  seems  worthy  of  notice.  Mr.  Francis 
Tinker,  until  recently  town  clerk  of  Norwood,  while  a  resi- 
dent of  Ashby  rescued  these  and  mounted  them  in  a  book 
which  he  has  sent  to  the  town.  A  preface  to  the  book  says 
they  were  rescued  after  they  were  packed  for  the  paper  mill. 
Jonathan  Locke  acted  as  Revolutionary  pensionary  and  took 
the  papers.  Some  years  after  his  death  they  were  sold  at 
auction  to  Stephen  Adams,  and  later  Mrs.  Adams  sold  them 
to  a  tin  pedler,  who  traded  them  to  a  manufacturer  of  tin- 
ware who  packed  them  for  the  paper  mill.  Mr.  Tinker  traced 
them  to  this  point  and  secured  them.  These  papers  contain 
nine  lists  of  men  who  enlisted,  and  two  of  those  drafted ; 
lists  of  officers  chosen  Sept.  29  and  oO,  1777,  all  made  by 
a  committee  from  the  best  evidence  obtainable  ; "  Captain 
Bennett's  return  of  continental  soldiers,  in  Avhich  the  resi- 
dents and  "  strollers"  are  separated  ;  tax  lists  made  at  vari- 
ous times  from  17()<S  to  178)),  and  many  miscellaneous  i)apers, 
including  the  contract  for  building  the  meeting  house,  dated 
Nov.  8,  1770. 


1896.]         PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  52. 


35 


This  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  papers  I  have  found,  and  of 
still  others  which  went  iJtrougJi  the  i)apcr  mill.  . 

KebelliOxX  Eecokds. 

In  the  first  and  seventh  reports  I  called  attention  to  the 
book  called  the  Eebellion  Record,  sent  to  each  town  in  1863 
in  accordance  with  chapters  65  and  229  of  the  Acts  of  that 
year,  in  which  the  clerk  was  to  enter  a  full  and  complete 
record  of  the  names  of  all  the  soldiers  and  officers  who  com- 
posed his  town's  quota.  Both  of  these  chapters  were  re- 
pealed by  chapter  224  of  the  Public  Statutes,  so  that  it  is  no 
longer  a  clerk's  duty  to  keep  this  record,  or  to  attempt  to 
complete  what  was  left  incom[)lete,  as  most  of  the  volumes 
were. .  Nevertheless,  there  is  more  or  less  in  many  volumes 
which  might  be  a  foundation  for  a  correct  record,  and  I  would 
again  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Army  Posts  to  the  de- 
sirability of  attempting  to  find  the  missing  volumes,  and  of 
having  the  record  of  individual  soldiers  completed  while  there 
are  persons  living  competent  to  furnish  the  information. 

The  incompleteness  of  the  Revolutionary  records  should 
be  a  warning  against  such  in  the  records  of  the  Rebellion, 
which  in  a  comparatively  few  years  will  be  looked  upon  as  a 
thing  of  the  past.  A  generation  has  already  passed,  and 
probably  more  than  one-half  the  t)eople  in  the  State  have 
been  born  since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 

A  bill  relating  to  the  returning  and  recording  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  was  prepared  in  1894  and  submitted 
to  the  city  and  town  clerks,  the  city  registrar  of  Boston,  the 
boards  of  health  of  the  cities,  the  undertakers  association 
the  secretary  of  the  State  board  of  health,  and  the  secretar}^ 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  criticism.  A  revised  bill  was  ])re- 
sented  to  the  Legislature  of  1895  and  after  passing  the  House 
was  referred  by  the  Senate  to  this  General  Court. 

The  -necessity  for  the  passage  o'f  some  law  that  will  enable 
the  recording  oflicers  to  obtain  proper  returns  and  know  how 
to  record  them,  not  leaving  oacii  person  to  construe  the  ex- 
isting laws  for  himself,  is  absolute.  * 
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The  recording  officers  arc  in  constant  doubt  as  to  their 
duty,  and  conflict  in  certain  cases,  each  perhaps  acting  under 
different  legal  opinions.  Some  have  established  rules  for 
which  there  is  no  law,  some  of  which  are  arbitrary,  while 
others  should  be  incor[)orated  in  the  law.  An  opinion  said 
to  have  been  given  years  ago  by  the  city  solicitor  of  Boston 
(and  whether  given  or  not,  often  quoted  to  me  and  acted 
upon  in  many  places),  that  a  clerk  should  not  record  a  mar- 
riage unless  the  person  performing  the  ceremony  appended 
his  title  to  the  return,  has  been  overruled  by  the  present 
corporation  counsel,  who  takes  the  ground  that  the  ])roof  of 
a  marriage  should  not  be  affected  by  the  ignorance  or  care- 
lessness of  the  clergyman  or  magistrate.  A  case  has  arisen 
where  the  officiating  clergyman  died  before  affixing  his  sig- 
nature to  a  marriage  return,  and  the  clerk  looks  in  the 
statutes  in  vain  for  a  way  to  record  it. 

The  subject  has  been  agitated  since  1841,  when  the  Amer- 
ican Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  appointed  a  committee, 
consistini>:  of  Hon.  John  Pickerino;  and  several  other  identic- 
men  **  whose  names  are  familiar  in  the  records  of  science 
and  of  enlightened  philanthroi)y,  to  memorialize  the  General 
Court  upon  the  subject  of  registration,"  and  the  jNIassachu- 
setts  Medical  Society  also  petitioned  for  legislation.  A  joint 
special  committee,  owing  to  lateness  in  the  session,  reported 
reference  to  the  next  General  Court,  saying,  "They  hope 
-  the  day  is  not  far  distant  wdien  a  law  that  shall  cover  the 
whole  ground  taken  in  the  memorials  will  receive  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Legislature."  In  February,  1842  a  joint  special 
committee  reported  a  bill  which  was  not  passed,  but  three 
sections  condensed  into  two  became  law.  In  1843  Hon. 
John  A.  Bolles,  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  submitted 
an  exhaustive  report  urging  legislation.  Succeeding  secre- 
taries continued  to  urge,  and  in  1849  the  law  of  to-day,  in 
the  main,  was  passed.  Piecemeal  Icgishition  has  followed 
year  after  year  but  many  of  the  provisions  of  the  early  laws 
remain  in  force  to-day  although  they  have  always  been  dead 
letters. 

From  the  earliest  days  of  the  colony  the  recording  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  and  the  return  of  marriages 
have  l)ee*n  required,  but  not  until  1844  do  I  find  any  law 
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for  the  return  of  births  and  deaths.  Then  school  commit- 
tees were  to  return  births,  and  sextons  deaths.  In  1849 
clerks  were  recjuired  to  obtain  and  record  all  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths.  For  many  years  i)arents  have  been 
required  to  give  notice  of  the  births  and  deaths  of  their 
children  ;  householders  to  give  notice  of  births  and  deaths 
happening  in  their  houses,  and  the  eldest  })erson  next  of  kin 
to  give  notice  of  the  death  of  his  kindred.  These  notices 
have  seldom  been  given  from  the  first  passage  of  the  law  to 
the  present  time.  Pliysicians  have  been  required  to  make 
returns  of  births  and  deatlis  but  have  neglected  to  return 
births,  and  many  do  not  return  them  to-day.  Keturns  of 
deaths  they  usually  make  for  the  undertaker  cannot  obtiiin 
his  permit  for  burial  without  one,  but  even  this  provision  is 
neglected  and  burials  arc  made  Avithout  [)ermits.  If  it  were 
not  for  the  annual  house  to  house  canvass  made  by  or  for 
the  clerks,  which  is  a  custom  with  most  though  not  required 
by  law,  the  returns  of  births  to  the  secretary's  office  would 
be  DO  more  complete  in  some  places  now  tlian  they  were 
years  ago.  How  incomplete  those  were  any  one  desiring  to 
find  the  record  of  his  birth  will  ascertain.  As  a  canvasser 
employed  by  the  clerh  is  not  a  legal  officer  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
information  returned  by  him  has  any  legal  effect.  In  1843 
the  clerk  of  Essex  said  that  there  had  been  but  seven  births 
and  eleven  deaths  returned  to  the  clerk  in  eighteen  years, 
and  none  the  last  year.  In  Lexington  in  1843  no  deaths 
were  returned  though  the  clerk  knew  of  twenty-three.  In 
Natick  the  clerk  knew  of  no  birth  and  but  one  death  volun- 
tarily reported  in  fifteen  years.  In  North  Brookfield  no 
death  had  been  reported  by  the  head  of  the  family  for  seven 
years.  The  clerk  of  Fall  River  wrote,  I  have  signed  them  " 
(his  returns)  '*as  required,  and  by  so  doing  the  law  makes 
me  say  what  I  know  to  be  untrue.  I  feel  fully  confident 
that  the  whole  number  of  births  has  not  come  to  my  knowl- 
edge." The  })enalty  for  not  making  his  report  to  the  secre- 
tary was  ten  dollars,  and  he  said  he  was  inclined  to  send  ten 
dollars  rather  than  a  statement  he  knew  was  wrong.  Boston 
made  no  returns  in  1844  and  184;").  Newton  retui'ued  one 
birth  '<out  of  probably  one  hundred."  Dennis  from  1843 
to  1851,  Upton  from  1845  to  1851,  and  Cheshire  from  1843 
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to  1849  made  no  returns.  Salem  made  no  marriage  returns 
for  1844. 

The  causes  of  death  were  a])surd  in  many  eases,  but  the 
return  of  a  death  from  "  Congress  Avater  and  warm  baths," 
or  of  **  Old  man's  foot,"  was  no  more  absurd  or  vahieless  for 
statistical  purposes  than  many  returns  to-day,  among  them 
being  the  very  common  return  of  "  Heart  failure,"  which  the 
clerks  must  record  unless  they  set  u[)  a  law  for  themselves. 

The  statistical  value  of  these  records  to-day  is  greatly 
impaired  by  want  of  a  })roper  law,  and  considering  the  in- 
completeness of  the  returns  comparisons  of  various  years 
or  between  places  are  absurd.  Instructions  have  been  is- 
sued to  the  clerks  from  time  to  time  l)y  the  secretary  of  the 
Connnonwealth,  but  they  are  not  law  and  many  do  not  fol- 
low them.  In  1857  the  secretary  said,  stillborn  children 
should  jilways  be  recorded  with  deaths  and  not  Avith  births, 
as  has  been  almost  always  the  custom."  How  would  a  bal- 
ance sheet  of  population  stand  with  deaths  counted  but  no 
births?  To-day  in  jVlassachusetts  they  are  recorded  either 
as  births,  deaths,  or  both,  as  the  clerk  considers  most  sensi- 
ble. In  Sweden  they  are  registered  as  births  ;  in  France  as 
deaths;  in  Switzerland,  after  six  months,  as  both;  in  Den- 
mark after  twenty-eight  weeks,  in  Spain  after  six  months 
and  one  day,  and  in  Germany  after  seven  months  as  deaths. 
Until  there  is  an  accepted  standard  for  compai'ison  let  Massa- 
chusetts adopt  one  for  comparison  among  her  cities  and 
towns,  and  i)rescribe  methods  to  be  followed  by  all  record- 
ing officers. 

The  proposed  bill,  slightly  amended  to  meet  some  legisla- 
tion of  last  year,  is  thought  to  cover  all  the  defects  and 
omissions  Avhich  experience  has  shown  to  those  most  con- 
versant with  the  matter,  and  its  speedy  passage  is  greatly  to 
bo  desired. 

CorvixG. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  rc})orts  to  the  value- 
less copies  of  ancient  records  made  for  many  of  the  towns, 
and  of  the  eccentricities  of  the  copyists,  but  the  following 
preface  to  a  copy  made  in  18()0  for  a  town  within  fifteen 
miles  of  Boston  surpasses  anything  1  have  yet  discovered. 
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Tlie  copyist  says  thai  in  justice  to  himself  he  could  not  copy 
such  bad  spelling:  I  have,  therefore,  corrected  throughout 
the  had  spelling  of  those  old  records  and  have  given  the  ivords 
in  the  current,  modern,  true  orthography,  as  justified  hy  the 
standard  authorities.  Whereas  the  language  ivas  incoherent, 
indefinite  and  bungling,  icJiere  had  grammar  ivas  used,  where 
the  style  was  deplorably  bad,  and  wJtere  the  true  meaning  was 
evidently  not  given,  1  have  not  hesitated  to  amend  expressions 
so  far  at  least  as  to  make  it  correct,  intelligible,  and  decent, 
I  have  in  many  instances  abridged  the  record,  .  .  .  iiever 
changing  the  sense,  but  expressing  it  by  a  more  concise 
and  transparent  phraseology.''  This  remarkable  copy  was 
evidently  satisfactory'  to  the  town  officers  as  a  considerable 
sum  was  paid  for  it.  It  furnishes  such  a  strong  argument 
against  the  system  of  letting  out  the  eopying  of  the  ancient 
records  to  a  penman  who  has  no  other  qualifications  for  the 
work  that  I  have  presented  it  in  italics  as  a  terrible  example. 
Think  of  attempting  to  improve  "the  style"  of  Stephen 
Winthrop,  who  in  1()39  "was  .chosen  to  record  things  in 
Boston,"  or  of  trying  to  express,  ''by  a  more  concise  and 
transparent  phraseology,"  the  fact  that  the  meeting  stood 
adjourned  for  six  days  to  Wednesday  evening,  than  in  the 
words  of  the  clerk  "to  meet  next  fix  day  winefenite  ; "  or 
of  depriving  the  clerk  who  could  invent  "  Aienaral"  as  a 
way  of  spelling  "  annual  "  of  the  credit  of  it.  Such  copyists 
had  much  better  live  in  what  this  same  clerk  termed  "  Eydell- 
nef." 

After  such  copies  have  been  made  the  originals  are 
neglected  even  more  than  before. 

Binding. 

I  must  renew  my  recommendation  that  the  town  officers 
1)6  given  authority  to  place  the  records  in  my  hands  for 
binding.  The  volumes  in  the  towns  in  such  dilapidated 
condition  that  every  handling  is  a  })erce})tible  damage  to 
Ihem  can  be  counted  by  hundreds.  These  can  be  properly 
bound  only  by  experts.*  The  attempt  of  others  to  bind 
them  would  be  to  still  further  injure  them,  and  as  the  local 
binders  within  easy  reach  of  the  towns  should  not  undertake 
it  the  work  is  not  done.    ^Moreover,  the  safety  of  the  records 
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(luring  the  binding  is  of  importance,  and  there  shonid  he  an 
assurance  of  that  ])efore  they  arc  aHowed  to  go  out  of  the 
town  safe.  Many  volumes  have  been  rebound  with  leaves 
left  out,  and  others  with  leaves  belonging  to  other  volumes 
inserted,  and  trimming  has  often  destroyed  much  of  the 
text. 

Expert  work  upon  volumes,  some  of  which  binders  had 
refused  to  attem})t  to  ])ind,  has  been  done  by  Mr.  F.  AV.  R. 
Emery  of  Taunton  by  a  process  of  his  own.  Specimens  of 
his  work  can  be  seen  in  the  oflices  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  clerk  of  the  courts  at  Cambridge,  the 
register  of  deeds  at  Taunton,  the  city  register  of  Boston, 
the  city  clerk  of  Medford,  and  of  the  town  clerks  of  Mans- 
field, Natick,  Newbury,  Norton,  Watertown,  and  AVestport. 
The  records  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  which  were  sunk  in  Plell 
Gate,  are  being  renovated  by  him,  a  part  having  been 
completed. 

Town  oflicers  who  have  been  unable  to  find  persons  will- 
ing to  undertake  the  renovating  of  their  records,  or  with 
whom  they  dare  to  trust  them,  will  do  well  to  consult  him. 

POINTING. 

The  printing  of  the  public  records  by  the  towns  is  not 
likely  to  become  general  as  long  as  the  towns  must  bear  the 
whole  expense.  The  following  have  been  added  to  the  pub- 
lications since  the  last  report,  the  first  being  the  most  valu- 
able to  the  people  at  large  :  — 

Suffolk  County.  Massachusetts  Register  of  Probate  and  In- 
solvency. Index  to  the  probate  records  of  the  county,  1636  to 
1893.  Printed  under  the  supervision  of  Elijah  George,  Boston, 
1895.    3  vols. 

Boston.  Twenty-fourth  report  of  the  record  commissioners, 
containing  Boston  births,  1700-1800.  Boston,  1894.  Twenty- 
fifth  report  of  the  record  commissioners,  containing  the  select- 
men's minutes,  1776  through  1786.  J^oston,  1894.  Twenty-sixth 
report  of  the  record  commissioners,  containing  the  Boston  town 
records,  1778  to  1783.    Boston,  1895. 

Cambkidge.  The  Regestere  ;  Booke  of  the  Lands  and  IIowscs 
in  the  Newtowne  1635.    Cambridge,  1896. 
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Dedham.  An  filphabetical  abstract  of  the  record  of  marriages 
in  the  town  of  Dedham,  Mass.,  1844-1890.  Arranged  under  the 
names  of  grooms,  with  an  index  of  brides.  Compiled  by  Don 
Gleason  Hill,  Dedham,  Mass.,  1896. 

Weston.  Records  of  the  town  clerk,  1804-1 82G.  Edited  by 
Mary  Frances  Peirce. 

Fires. 

The  Last  seven  years  have  each  had  a  fire  endangering  or 
burning  records.  This  year  the  almshouse  at  Duxbury  was 
burned,  but  the  records  formerlj^  kept  there  had  been  re- 
moved to  a  new  vault  in  the  public  library  building  and 
were  saved. 

There  are  comparatively  few  cities  or  towns  where  all  the 
records  are  kept  with  such  an  ap})roach  to  security  against 
fire  as  a  prudent  man  would  require  for  his  private  books 
and  accounts.  Many  of  the  small  towns  have  no  fire  depart- 
ment or  water  supply,  and  no  means  of  keeping  a  safe  cool 
in  case  of  fire  ;  but  I  have  impressed  upon  the  clerks  of 
towns  having  a  fire  department-  the  advisability  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  chief  ofiicer  to  the  location  of  the  safes, 
and  the  necessity  of  keeping  them  cool  by  a  continuous 
stream,  even  though  the  building  be  destroyed. 

A  novel  expedient  resorted  to  in  Sherborn  may  perhaps 
be  used  to  advantage  elsewhere.  A  building  remote  from 
water  and  greatly  exposed  to  falling  embers  from  a  fire  near 
by,  in  a  very  dry  season,  was  saved  by  spreading  upon  the 
roof  sand  and  gravel  from  the  highway,  passed  in  pails. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  report  that  fully  two  hun- 
dred of  the  cities  and  towns  that  eight  years  ago  would  have 
lost  their  records  in  case  of  fire  are  now  reasonably  sure  of 
saving  the  more  im]:)ortant,  if  not  all. 


EOBEKT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Recokus, 
9  Park  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  6,  1897. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fifth  report  of  this  commis- 
sion, being  the  ninth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the  public 
records. 

There  is  a  growing  public  sentiment  in  fiivor  of  better 
care  of  the  pubh'c  records,  and  much  has  been  done  that 
could  not  have  been  done  in  the- cities  and  towns  previous  to 
ten  years  ago.  Money  has  been  appropriated  for  things  not 
compulsory,  which  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  gross 
extravagance,  if  not  absolute  waste.  And  this  growth  of 
sentiment  finds  expression  in  other  States.  Rhode  Island 
has,  within  the  past  year,  established  the  ofiice  of  State 
Record  Commissioner,  and  Mr.  R.  Hammett  Tilley  of  New- 
port, librarian  of  the  Newport  Historical  Society,  has  been 
appointed  commissioner.  A  movement  commenced  in  Con- 
necticut two  years  ago  to  establish  such  an  office  is  still  alive. 
Hartford  has  realized  that  its  important  records  and  papers 
are  in  jeopardy,  and  is  agitating  the  erection  of  a  new  city 
hall.  Whatever  is  done  to  protect  the  records  of  the  other 
New  England  States  is  of  benefit  to  Massachusetts. 

In  New  York  the  lawyers,  brokers,  dealers,  and  owners 
in  real  estate  have  formed  an  association  to  secure  the 
erection  of  a  new  rei^ister's  office  or  hall  of  records.  The 
■condition  of  the  old  building  was  so  bad  that  the  grand  jury 
was  appealed  to,  and  in  its  presentment  said  that  the  build- 
ing is  in  a  general  state  of  decay,  totally  unfit  to  be  occupied 
for  any  use  ;  that  it  was  constructed  of  wooden  ceilings,  and 
that  the  invaluable  documents  were  stored  in  wooden  cases, 
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on  wooden  shelves,  without  pretence  of  caution  against  fire." 
Efforts  will  be  made  to  have  the  records  removed  to  a  fire- 
proof storehouse  pending  the  erection  of  the  new  building. 
Excepting  the  general  state  of  decay,  there  are  as  unfit 
places  used  for  the  keeping  of  records  in  Massachusetts. 

Some  of  the  States  have  recently  passed  laws  for  the 
better  care  and  the  completion  of  records.  From  the  re- 
quests for  reports  of  what  ^lassachuselts  is  doing,  and  from 
correspondence  and  conference  with  persons  active  in  bring- 
ing about  some  of  the  legislation  and  improvement,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  her  example  in  exercising  a  supervision  over  the 
records  of  her  cities  and  towns  is  being  followed. 

General  Conditions  pertaining  to  the  Records. 

The  failure  of  the  last  Legislature  to  pass  the  bill  pre- 
sented relating  to  the  public  records  has  left  the  recording 
officers  in  doubt,  and  prevented  much  that  could  and  would 
have  been  done  in  the  improvement  of  the  general  condition 
of  the  records  in  the  cities  and  towns.  The  indefiniteness 
and  contradictory  provisions  of  the  laws  as  they  stand  to-day 
make  it  impossible  for  me  to  require  much  that  the  statutes 
contemplate,  but  do  not  adequately  provide  for,  in  places 
where  requirement  is  necessary,  and  prevent  action  on  the 
part  of  town  officers  who  would  gladly  make  improvements 
if  they  knew  how  they  could  proceed  under  the  statutes. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  urged  that  the  whole  subject 
of  the  public  records  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  and 
I  would  renew  the  suggestion.  Before  such  a  committee, 
having  nothing  to  prevent  consideration  of  the  various  parts 
of  the  subject  at  stated  times,  town  officers  and  others 
would  appear  to  favor  or  oppose  legislation,  who  will  not 
now  journey  to  Boston,  at  considerable  expense,  to  attend 
hearings,  with  the  uncertainty  pertaining  to  them  before  a 
committee  overburdened  with  other  matters. 

While  my  recommendations  have  been  based  upon  observa- 
tion and  investigation,  and  familiarity  with  existing  con- 
ditions in  the  cities  and  towns,  I  realize  that  the  subject  is 
a  complicated  one,  and  needs  to  be  considered  from  many 
points  of  view. 
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Neither  the  opinions  of  those  who  would  preserve  every- 
thing pertaining  to  records,  regardless  of  the  cost,  nor  of 
those  who  would  preserve  little  because  of  the  cost,  should 
be  incorporated  into  the  laws. 

Notwithstanding  the  insufficiency  of  the  law,  so  much  has 
been  done  for  the  records  in  the  line  of  safet}^  that  I  present 
for  the  first  time  a  complete  statement  of  the  improvement 
in  the  several  cities  and  towns  since  Jan.  1,  1890. 

The  first  circular  calling  attention  to  the  statutes  requiring 
that  provision  be  made  for  the  safety  of  the  records  was 
sent  to  the  city  governments  of  all  the  cities  and  selectmen 
of  all  the  towns  Nov.  11,  1889.  A  few  of  the  cities  and 
towns  had  already  complied  with  the  statutes,  and  some 
made  provision  for  their  records  after  receipt  of  the  circular 
and  before  January,  1890,  but  most  of  the  improvement  has 
been  since  that  date. 

County  of  Barnstable. 

Barnstable,     .    .    Vault  built  in  the  selectmen's  ofllce  at  West 

Barnstable,  and  the  safe  replaced  by  a 
larger  one  at  tlie  clerk's  ofllce  at  Osterville. 
First  volume  of  general  records  copied 
and  indexed.  Four  volumes  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1844  to 
1891,  inclusive,  rebound. 

Bourne,  ....    Two  safes  purchased.    Brick  library  building 

presented  to  the  town,  in  process  of  erec- 
tion, contains  a  vault  for  the  town  rec- 
ords. The  records  of  Monument  Beach 
Congregational  Church  recovered. 

Brewster,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased  for  the  selectmen's  use. 

Chatham,    .    .    .    One  large  safe  purchased.    First  volume  of 

general  records  copied.  First  three  vol- 
umes of  general  records,  the  volume  of 
deaths  from  1872,  and  indexes  of  in- 
tentions of  marriage,  and  of  births,  re- 
bound. 

Dennis,  ....    Two  safes  purchased. 

Eastham,    .    .    .    Vault  built  in  the  town  hall.    Records  of 

town  proceedings  from  1797  to  1826  in- 
clusive being  copied. 
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Harwich,  .  .  .  Vault  built  in  the  town  hall.  Eecords  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Qnason's  Purchase, 
and  volume  of  intentions  of  marriage, 
rebound.  The  records  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  Sipson  Purchase  recovered,  and 
rebound  by  the  Emer}^  process. 

Mashpee,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Tiie  last  volume  of  the 

general  records  and  the  record  of  mar- 
riages indexed. 

Orleans,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Records  of  marriages, 

births,  and  deaths,  from  1701  to  1770 
inclusive,  copied. 

Provincetown, .    .    Record  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  from 

1843  rebound. 

Truro,  ....  One  safe  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  assessors. 
AVellfleet,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Yarmouth,  .    .    .    Old  church  building  fitted  up  for  a  town  olfice 

and  large  vault  built.  All  records  but 
the  clerk's  brought  there.  Proprietors' 
records  copied. 


County  of  Berkshire. 

Alford,  ....    One  safe  purchased.    First  volume  of  general 

records,  from  1773  to  1836  inclusive, 
being  copied. 

Becket,  ....    Building  containing  vault  erected  for  town 

office.  Ancient  map  of  the  town  re- 
traced. 

Cheshire,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    The  town  is  considering 

the  matter  of  providing  a  suitable  place 
for  a  town  office. 

Dalton,  ....  Two  safes  purchased.  A  town  building  con- 
taining a  vault  since  presented  to  the 
town. 

Egremont,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Florida,  ....    One  safe  purchased  by  the  town  and  one  by 

the  clerk. 

Great  Barrington,    One  safe  purchased.    Four  volumes  of  gen- 
eral records  rebound. 
Hancock,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 
Lanesborough,     .    One  safe  purchased. 
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Lee, 


Monterey,  . 

Mt.  Washington,  . 


New  Ashford,  . 
Otis,  

Peru,     .    .    .  . 

Pittsfield,    .    .  . 


Richmond,  .  .  . 
Sandisfield, 

Savoy,  .    .  .  . 

Stockbridge,  .  . 

Tyringham, 

Washington,    .  . 

Williamstown, 
Windsor,  . 


Acushnet,  .  . 
Attleborough,  . 

Berkley, 
Dartmouth, 
Dighton,     .  . 


One  safe  purchased  and  a  vault  built.  Rec- 
ords of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
rebound.  Three  volumes  of  general 
proceedings  and  the  records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  indexed. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Two  safes  purchased.  Early  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  copied. 
Records  of  the  extinct  Congregational 
Church  recovered. 

One  safe  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased.  Old  records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  indexed. 

One  safe  purchased.  Portion  of  the  first 
volume  of  general  records  copied. 

Addition  to  the  city  hall  built,  including  one 
large  vault  for  the  board  of  public  works 
and  one  for  the  city  engineer,  and  two 
small  ones  for  the  city  clerk. 

One  safe  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Three  safes  purchased.    Some  of  the  oldest 

records  copied. 
One  safe  purchased.    Town  office  established 

in  the  library  building  and  records  carried 

there. 

One  safe  purchased,  and  records  brought  to 
one  depository.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Congregational  Church  recovered. 

One  safe  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased.  One  ancient  volume 
copied. 

County  of  Bristol. 
Two  safes  purchased. 

Six  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
from  1G99  to  181 1  inclusive,  and  ten  of 
proprietors'  and  general  records  rebound. 

One  vault  built  and  one  safe  purchased. 

Town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected. 

Vault  built  attached  to  the  town  hall. 
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Fairbaven,  .  .  .  New  town  hall,  containing  two  vaults,  pre- 
sented to  the  town. 

Fall  River,  ,    .    .    Indexing  of  all  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 

prior  to  1844  in  progress. 

Freetown,  .    .    .    Two  safes  purchased.    Births,  marriages,  and 

deaths,  from  1686  to  1844  inclusive, 
copied  and  alphabetically  arranged.  One 
volume  of  early  general  records  copied. 
Records  of  the  extinct  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  recovered. 

Mansfield,  .    .    .    One  vault  built  in  the  town  hall. 

New  Bedford,  .    .    Two  vaults  built  for  the  use  of  the  assessors, 

and  safe  purchased  for  the  treasurer. 

Norton, ....    Two  vaults  built  in  the  town  hall.  First 

volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
copied.  One  volume  of  general  records, 
one  early  volume  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  one  of  intentions  of  mar- 
/  riage,  and  three  current  volumes  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  rebound. 
Second  voluilie  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  indexed. 

Raynham,  .    .    .    Vault  built  attached  to  the  town  hall.  Four 

volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
rebound. 

Rehoboth,  .    .    .    Two  safes  purchased. 

Seekonk,    .    .    .    Two  safes  purchased.   First  volume  of  births, 

marriages,  and  deaths  rebound. 

Somerset,   .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Volume  of  proprietors' 

records,  and  the  first  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  rebound. 

Swansea,    .    .    .    New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  presented 

to  the  town.  Proprietors'  records  copied, 
indexed,  and  certified  by  the  clerk. 
Records  of  the  extinct  Swansea  Church 
Union  Meeting-house  Corporation  re- 
covered. 

Taunton,  .  .  .  Addition  to  the  city  hall  in  process  of  erec- 
tion. 

Westport,  .    .    .    New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected 

by  the  town.  First  volume  of  general 
records,  and  lirst  of  birtlis,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  and  intentions  rebound. 
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Chilmark, 


Edgartown, 

Gay  Head,  . 

Gosnold, 

Tisbury, 

West  Tisbury, 


Amesbury, 

Andover, 

Beverly, 

Boxford, 


Bradford, 
Dan  vers, 


Essex, 


County  of  Dukes  County. 

.  One  safe  purchased.  An  old  volume  of 
births,  marriages,  aud  deaths  rebound. 
Early  records  of  births,  marriages,  aud 
deaths,  aud  the  second  and  third  volumes 
of  general  records  indexed. 

.  One  vault  built.'  First  vohune  of  general 
records  rebound. 

.    One  safe  purchased. 

.    One  safe  purchased. 

.  Rooms,  containing  a  vault,  leased  for  ten 
years. 

.  One  safe  purchased  when  the  town  was  in- 
corporated . 

County  of  Essex. 

.  One  vault  built,  and  records  carried  there 
from  the  town  clerk's  store. 

.  Records  of  tlie  extinct  Baptist  Society  re- 
covered. 

.  One  vault  built  in  the  city  hall.  Five  hun- 
dred dollars  appropriated  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  ancient  records. 

.  Town  hall  erected  by  the  town,  towards  which 
one  thousand  dollars  was  given  by  in- 
dividuals. A  vault  is  included.  Records 
,  of  births,  baptisms,  intentions,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  from  1085  to  1844  inclusive, 
copied  and  indexed.  Records  of  the 
extinct  Third  Congregational  Church 
recovered. 

.  A  room  fitted  up  for  the  town  oflicers  and  a 
vault  built. 

.  Town  hall  being  remodelled  and  two  vaults 
being  built.  Records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths  rebound.  Records  of 
soldiers  in  the  Rebellion  printed. 

.  New  town  hall  presented  to  the  town,  con- 
taining a  vault,  tiic  door  of  wiiich,  how- 
ever, is  not  fire- proof.  Two  safes 
purchased.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Christian  Society  recovered. 
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Georgetown,    .    .    Records  of  the  extinct  Universalist  Church 

recovered. 

Gloucester,  .    .    .    All  volumes  needing  rebinding  have  been 

rebound.  The  records  of  the  First,  Sec- 
ond, Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  churches, 
which  were  copied,  have  been  indexed. 
Records  of  the  extinct  Second  Universal- 
ist Church  recovered. 

Groveland,  .    .    .    One   safe   purchased.     Records  of  extinct 

Baptist  Church  recovered. 

Hamilton,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    The  town  voted  in 

March,  189G,  to  have  the  early  records  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  rebound 
and  copied. 

Haverhill,  .    .    .    Eight  volumes  of  early  records  rebound.  A 

card  index  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deatlis  is  in  progress. 

Ipswich,     .    .    .    The  earlier  general  records,  and  those  of 

births,  marriages,  and  deaths  copied 
and  indexed.  A  part  of  the  proprietors' 
records  rebound. 

Lawrence,  .    .    .    New  doors  to  the  vault.    A  card  index  of 

birtiis,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  the 
incorporation  of  the  town,  is  in  progress. 
Records  of  extinct  Central  Congrega- 
tional Society  recovered. 

Lynn,    ....    One  vault  built.    Early  records  of  births, 

marriages,  and  deaths  rebound. 
_  Lynn  field,  .    .    .    New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected  by 

the  town.  One  volume  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  and  the  record  of  the 
North  Precinct  of  Lynn,  commencing  in 
1711,  copied.  The  latter  has  been  in- 
dexed. Records  of  the  extinct  Meth- 
odist Church  recovered. 

Manchester,    .    .    Records  to  1786  printed  in  two  volumes. 

Marblehead,    .    .    Six  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 

and  five  volumes  of  indexes  rebound. 
Two  volumes  of  records  of  the  South 
Church  recovered. 

Merrimac,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Middletou,  .    .    .    Vault  built.    First  two  volumes  of  general 

records  rebound. 

Nahant, ....    Library  building,  containing  town  offices  and 

a  vault,  erected  by  the  town. 
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Newbury,   .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Many  volumes  of  the 

ancient  records  rebound  by  the  Emery 
process. 

Newburyport,  .    .    A  vault,  double  the  capacity  of  the  old,  built 

for  the  use  of  the  city  clerk.  Five  vol- 
umes of  marriages  copied.  Fourteen 
volumes  rebound.  An  index  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  from  1764  has 
been  completed,  llecords  of  an  extinct 
Advent  Church  recovered. 

Peabody,    .    .    .    Records  of  births  and  deaths  from  1855  to 

1880  inclusive,  and  of  marriages  from 
1855  to  1890  inclusive,  rebound  and 
reindexed. 

Rockport,  .    .    .    Vault  built  adjoining  the  town  hall.  One 

safe  provided  for  the  clerk. 

Rowley, ....    Building,  with  a  large  vault,  erected  by  the 

town  for  town  offices.  One  safe  pur- 
chased for  the  clerk's  use.  Baptisms, 
marriages,  and  deaths  in  the  church 
records  of  the  First  and  Second  Parishes 
in  Rowley,  the  Byfield  Parish,  and  the 
Linebrook  Parish,  from  1635  to  1838 
inclusive,  copied.  The  general  records 
and  records  of  lay-out  of  lands,  from 
1639  to  1672  inclusive,  printed. 

Salem,  ....    Vault  connected  with  the  city  clerk's  office 

doubled  in  capacity  in  1890.  An  index 
of  the  files  of  papers  prior  to  1836 
partially  completed,  and  a  general  index 
to  the  first  three  volumes  of  general 
records  completed. 

Saugus,  .    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Swampscott,    .    .    One  safe  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  town 

clerk. 

Topsfield,   .    .    .    Valuation  lists,  from  1744  to  1839  inclusive, 

bound.  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
from  1743  to  1833  inclusive,  indexed. 


County  of  FranJdin. 
Ashfield,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Beruardston,   .    .    Clerk  has  a  safe  of  his  own,  devoted  to  town 

uses. 
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Bucklaud,  .    .    .    Location  of  the  town  office  changed  to  rooms 

containing  a  vault,  and  all  records  car- 
ried there. 

Charlemont,    .    .    Town  hall  presented  to  the  town.    One  safe 

purchased. 
Colrain,  ....    One  safe  purchased. 

Deerfield,   .    .    .    New  building,  with  a  large  vault,  erected  by 

town  for  a  town  office. 

Erving,  ....    Two  safes  purchased.    Records  of  an  extinct 

Methodist  Church  recovered. 

Gill,  One  safe  purchased.  Volumes  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  from  1864,  rebound. 

Greenfield,  .    .    .    Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 

prior  to  1892,  with  the  indexes,  rebound. 

Hawley, ....    One  safe  purchased. 

Heath,   ....    A  new  building  for  town  offices,  containing 

a  vault,  erected,  partly  by  the  town 
and  partly  by  subscription.  Two  safes 
previously  provided,  one  having  been 
presented  to  the  town.  Records  of  an 
extinct  Baptist  Church  recovered. 

Leverett,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Leyden, ....    The  building  of  a  vault  authorized.  Two 

volumes  rebound. 
Monroe,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased  and  a  room  hired  for  a 

town  office. 

Montague,  .  .  .  Town  office,  containing  a  large  vault,  pro- 
vided in  a  brick  block.  Records  and 
papers  brought  here  from  various  places. 

New  Salem,     .    .    Vault  built,  and  scattered  records  brought  here. 

Northfield,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased  for  use  of  the  clerk. 

Orange, ....    One  safe  purchased.    Part  of  one  volume  of 

general  records  damaged  by  fire  copied. 
Several  volumes  damaged  by  fire  re- 
bound. 

Rowe,  ....  Town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected  by  the 
town.  Volume  of  births  and  deaths, 
from  1785  to  1810  inclusive,  rebound. 
Records  of  extinct  Congregational  Society 
recovered. 

Shutesbury,     .    .    Provision  made  for  keeping  assessors*  records 

in  safes.  Clerk  has  provided  a  safe  for 
his  use.    Floor  of  vault  cemented. 
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Warwick,    .    .    .    Town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected  by  the 

town.  The  proprietors'  records,  and 
older  records  of  births,  marriages,  deaths, 
and  intentions  being  copied. 

Wendell,    .    .    .    Vault  built. 

Whately,    .  -  .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

County  of  Hamjxlen, 

Agawam,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Births,  marriages,  and 

deaths  indexed. 
Blandford,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Brimfield,   .    .    .    Births,  marriages,  and  deaths  copied  from  the 

records  in  the  oflice  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  for  a  period  of  years 
for  which  tlie  originals  were  missing. 

Chicopee,    ...    A  card  index  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 

from  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  in 
progress. 

East  Longmeadow,    One  safe  purchased  when  the  town  was  in 

corporated. 

Greenfield,  .    .    .    Two  safes  purchased.    Ancient  volume  of 

births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  volume 
from  1855  to  1890  inclusive  rebound. 

Hampden,  .    .    .    One  safe  rented  for  the  use  of  the  clerk. 

Holland,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Longmeadow,  .    .    One  safe  purchased  at  the  time  of  the  division 

of  the  town. 
Ludlow, ....    Two  safes  purchased. 

Monson,     .    .    .    Marriages  and  intentions  of  marriage,  from 

1800  to  1845  inclusive,  indexed. 
Montgomery,  .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Palmer,  ....    Records  brought  from  wooden  town  hall  at 

Thorndike  to  fire -proof  room  in  the  pub- 
lic library  at  Palmer. 

Russell,  ....    One  safe  purchased.    Births,  marriages,  and 

deaths  from  1840  copied  and  indexed,  a 
part  having  been  copied  from  the  records 
in  the  oflice  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  for  a  period  of  years  for 
which  the  originals  were  missing. 

Southwick,  .    .    .    Library  building,  containing  a  vault,  erected 

by  the  town. 


I 
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Springfield,  .  . 

Tolland,     .  .  . 

Wales,  .    .  .  . 

Westfield,  .  .  . 

West  Springfield, 
Wilbrabam, 

Amherst,    .  .  . 

Belcliertown,  .  . 

Chesterfield,  . 

Cummington,  .  . 

Easthampton,  .  . 

Enfield,  .    .  .  . 

Goshen, .    .  .  . 

Granby,,    .  . 


The  first  two  volumes  of  general  records 
copied  and  a  third  being  copied.  First 
volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
and  two  later  rebound  b}^  the  Emery 
process.  All  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  being  re-indexed. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Town  office  established  in  the  town  hall  and 
a  safe  provided.  One  volume  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  and  two  of  gen- 
eral records  rebound. 

Large  vault  built,  fitted  with  steel  shelving. 
Assessors*  records,  from  18G0  to  1896 
inclusive,  rebound. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Two  safes  purchased. 

County  of  Hampshire. 

New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected 
b}^  the  town.  Current  records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  rebound. 

New  doors  provided  for  the  vault  in  the 
library  building.  Vault  proving  damp, 
a  very  large  safe  provided  for  the  select- 
men's room.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  South 
Belchertown  recovered. 

New  safe  purchased.  Two  volumes  of  the 
earliest  records  rebound. 

New  safe  purchased.  Records  of  the  extinct 
First  Congregational  Society  recovered. 

Vault  built.  Records  of  extinct  Congrega- 
tional Church  recovered. 

Two  safes  purchased.  Records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1844:  to  1893 
inclusive,  rebound. 

Two  safes  purchased.  Records  of  extinct 
Baptist  Church  recovered. 

Town  hall  built  by  the  town  at  a  cost  of  eight 
thousand  dollars,  one-half  of  which  was 
a  single  gift  to  the  town.  One  safe  pur- 
chased. Part  of  the  records  of  the  ex- 
tinct Congregational  Church  recovered. 
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Greenwich,.    .    .    One  safe  purchased,  and  records  brought  to 

one  depository. 

Hadley,  ....    One  large  safe  purchased. 

Hatfield,     .    .    .    Fire-proof  memorial  building,  in  which  the 

town  office  is  located,  presented  to  the 
town.  One  safe  purchased.  The  copying 
of  the  proprietors'  records  completed. 

Huntington,    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Middlefield,     .    .    Room  fitted  up  in  the  town  hall  for  a  library, 

in  which  the  safe  and  records  are  kept. 
One  safe  purchased. 

Pelham, ....    Vault  built. 

Plainfield,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Room  fitted  up  in  the 

town  hall  for  a  town  office.  Records  of 
the  extinct  Baptist  Society  recovered. 

Prescott,     .    .    .    Two  safes  purchased  and  scattered  records 

brought  to  one  depository.  Records  of 
extinct  Baptist  Church  and  extinct  Con- 
gregational Church  recovered. 

Southampton,  .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Part  of  the  records  of 

births,  marriages,  and  deaths  copied. 
Three  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths  rebound. 

South  Hadley, .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Town  has  voted  to 

build  a  town  hall. 

Ware,    ....    One  safe  purchased.    Records  of  the  extinct 

Baptist  Society  recovered. 

Westhampton,     .    An  addition  to  the  town  hall,  containing  a 

vault,  in  process  of  erection.  Births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  rebound. 

Williamsburg, .    .    The  Meekins  Memorial    Library  Building, 

nearly  completed,  will  contain  the  town 
office.  Two  volumes  of  records  rebound. 

Worthington,  .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Acton,   ....    Records  of  the  extinct  First  Congregational 

Church  recovered. 
Arlington,  .    .    .    Additional  vault  built. 

Asliby,  ....    First  and  second  volumes  of  general  records 

rebound. 

Ashland,    .    .    .    Large  vault  built  and  well  fitted. 
Ayer,     ....    Vault  repaired  and  one  safe  purchased. 
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Bedford,  •  .    .    .    Town  hall  remodelled,  vault  built,  and  room 

provided  for  town  office.  Early  records 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  indexed. 

Billerica,    .    .    .    Vault  built  in  the  old  town  hall,  which  was 

burned.  New  hall,  containing  a  vault, 
built  by  the  town.  Proprietors'  records 
copied. 

Boxborough,   .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Burlington,     .    .    Very  large  safe  purchased  and  placed  in  an 

addition  built  for  it  attached  to  tlie  town 
office  in  the  town  hall. 

Cambridge,     .    .    New  city  hall,  containing  spacious  vaults  for 

the  several  departments,  and  a  large  fire- 
proof roojn  for  the  plans  of  the  city 
engineer,  presented  to  the  city.  Vault 
built  in  the  building  occupied  by  the 
overseers  of  the  poor.  The  proprietors' 
records  printed,  and  the  general  records, 
from  1634  to  1703  inclusive,  copied  and 
to  be  printed. 

Carlisle,     ...    A  library  building  presented  to  the  town. 

At  my  solicitation  the  donor  consented 
to  allow  the  town  to  build  a  vault  at- 
tached to  the  room  intended  for  the  town 
office,  which  was  done.  One  safe  pur- 
chased. 

Chelmsford,    .    .    First  volume  of  general  records  copied.  One 

volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
and  one  of  marriages  rebound. 

Concord,     .    .    .    Town  hall  remodelled  and  large  vault  built. 

Births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1630 
to  1850  inclusive,  printed,  Indexing  of 
the  old  records  in  progress. 

Dracut,  ....    One  safe  purchased. 

Dunstable,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  births,  mar- 
riages., and  deaths,  from  1844  to  1893 
inclusive,  rebound. 

Everett, ....    City  has  leased  for  a  city  hall  a  new  brick 

building  containing  four  large  vaults. 

Framingham,  .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Offices  removed  to  new 

brick  building.  Records  in  the  damp 
vault  in  the  basement  of  the  library 
building  removed  to  vault  in  old  bank 
building. 
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GrotOD,  .  . 

Hopkinton, 
Hudson, 

Lexington,  . 

Lincoln, 
Littleton,  . 
Lowell,  .  . 
Maiden, .  . 
Marlborough, 


Maynard,' 
Med  ford. 


One   safe   purchased.    Twelve  volumes  of 

ancient  and  dihipidated  records  rebound 

by  the  Emery  process. 
Fifteen  volumes,  badly  injured  by  fire  several 

years  ago,  rebound. 
One  safe  purchased.   In  addition  to  the  vault 

in  the  town  hall,  another  recently  vacated 

in  the  town  building  is  used. 
Many  of  the  ancient  records  and  valuation 

lists  bound  into  eleven  volumes  by  the 

Emery  process. 
New  town  hall,  containing  two  vaults,  erected 

by  the  town. 
New  doors  to  the  vault.   Some  ancient  papers 

recovered. 

New  city  hall,  unusually  well  supplied  with 

vaults,  erected  by  the  city. 
New  storage  vault  built,  attached  to  the  city 

hall. 

City  hall  remodelled  and  four  vaults  built. 
One  safe  purchased.  A  joint  special 
committee  of  the  city  government  has 
been  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter 
of  copying  the  records.  The  records  of 
lay-out  of  roads  indexed. 

One  safe  purchased.  One  volume  of  mar- 
riage records  rebound. 

Town  hall  remodelled  for  city  hall  and  two 
vaults  built.  Two  other  buildings  pur- 
chased and  fitted  up  for  departments,  one 
for  the  city  engineer  and  sewer  depart- 
ment being  called  fire-proof.  Three  safes 
purchased.  Eleven  volumes  rebound ; 
two  very  dilapidated  ones  by  the  Emery 
process.  A  card  index  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  from  1673,  is  nearly 
completed.  This  includes  as  memoranda 
the  baptisms  and  marriages  from  the 
records  of  the  First  Parish,  names  and 
dates  from  grave-stones  in  the  two  old- 
est cemeteries,  and  from  a  record  of 
deaths  kept  in  one  volume  from  178G  to 
1833  inclusive,  evidently  by  successive 
members  of  some  family  unknown.  A 
copy  of  this  volume  has  been  made. 
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Melrose,     .    .    .    Vault  being  built  for  tlie  records  and  plans  of 

the  sewer  department.  Current  volume 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  with 
the  indexes,  rebound. 

Natick,  ....    Two  large  safes   purchased.     Records  of 

births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1720 
to  1843  inclusive,  copied  ;  these  and  the 
same  records  to  1802  indexed.  Several 
dilapidated  volumes  rebound  by  the 
Emery  process. 

Newton,     ...    A  card  index  of  all  births,  marriages,  and 

deaths,  from  1G88,  is  in  progress. 
North  Reading,    .    Vault  built. 

Pepperell,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Some  old  records  of 

deaths,  which  had  been  overlooked  in 
indexing,  indexed.  Tlie  building  of  a 
large  vault  is  under  consideration. 

Reading,    .    .    .    Ten  volumes,  five  very  dilapidated,  rebound 

by  the  Emery  process. 

Sherborn,   .    .    .    Large  vault  built  attached  to  the  town  hall. 

Somerville, .  .  .  Third  volume  of  records  of  births  and  several 
valuation  books  rebound. 

Stoneham,  .  .  .  One  safe  purchased.  New  town  office  pro- 
vided, and  all  records  brought  to  one 
depository. 

Stow,  ....  Library  building,  which  contains  a  town  office 
with  a  large  vault,  presented  to  the  town. 
One  safe  purchased. 

Tewksbury,     .    .    General  records  from  1885  indexed. 

Townsend,  .  .  .  New  town  hall,  containing  two  vaults,  erected 
by  the  town.  Births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  prior  to  1844,  copied  and  in- 
dexed. 

Tyngsborough,     .    Town  hall,  containing  one  vault,  erected  by 

the  town,  and  records  brought  to  one 
depository.  Assessors'  records,  from 
1794  to  1841  inclusive,  copied  and  bound 
in  two  volumes. 

Waltham,  .  .  .  New  building  erected  by  the  water  depart- 
ment, containing  a  vault  for  its  use. 
One  safe  purchased  for  the  city  engineer. 
Twenty  volumes  of  older  valuation  books 
rebound.  Records  of  the  extinct  First 
Univcrsalist  Society  recovered. 
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Watertown,  .  .  First  volume  of  general  records  reboimd  by 
.  the  Emery  process.  First  and  second 
volumes  of  general  records,  the  pro- 
prietors' records,  and  the  first  volume  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths  printed. 

Wayland,  .    .    .    Records  brought  to  vault  at  the  town  hall. 

All  volumes  needing  binding  rebound. 
Copying  of  records  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  from  1780  to  1843  inclusive, 
in  process. 

Westford,  ,    .    .    Four  volumes  of  general  records,  from  1726 

to  1815  inclusive ;  two  of  birtlis  and 
deaths,  from  1701  to  1873  inclusive  ;  one 
of  marriages,  from  1844;  one  of  deaths, 
from  1842 ;  ten  volumes  of  valuation 
lists,  from  1745  to  1847  inclusive  ;  and 
indexes  of  births,  from  1842,  rebound. 

"Weston,.    .    .    .    Records  brought  to  one  depository.  Records 

of  town  proceedings,  from  1746  to  1826 
inclusive,  printed,  and  the  early  records 
of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  being 
printed.  All  records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  prior  to  1850,  copied 
and  indexed.    Ancient  papers  arranged. 

Wilmington,   .    .    Three  safes  purchased.     Early  records  of 

births,  marriages,  and  deaths  copied  and 
indexed. 

Woburn,     .    .    .    Two  volumes  of  general  records,  from  1799 

to  1823  inclusive,  rebound.  Births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  from  1640  to  1890 
inclusive,  printed. 


County  of  Nantucket. 

Nantucket, .    .    .    Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 

from  1844  to  1889  inclusive,  with  the 
indexes,  rebound.  Births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  from  1844  to  1850  inclusive, 
indexed.  Records  of  Pleasant  Street 
Baptist  Church  recovered. 

County  oj  Norfolk, 

Avon,    ....    One  safe  purchased  when  the  town  was  in- 
corporated. 
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Bellinghara,     .    .    One  safe  piircbasecl. 

Brookline,  .    .    .    Town  records,  from  1838  to  1890  inclusive, 

printed. 

Canton,  ....    One  safe  purchased.    Valuation  lists,  from 

1797  to  1861  inclusive,  rebound.  Births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1727  to 
1845  inclusive,  printed.* 

Dedbam,  .  .  .  First  floor  of  Memorial  Hall  remodelled  and 
ofiices  provided  for  different  town  depart- 
ments. Three  vaults  built.  The  general 
records,  from  1636  to  1673  inclusive; 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1844 
to  1890  inclusive ;  the  general  records, 
from  March,  1887,  to  March,  1896,  in- 
clusive; and  an  abstract  of  births,  mar- 
/  riages,  and  deaths  for  the  same  period 

printed,  and  the  general  records  from 
1672  to  1700  being  printed. 

Dover,  ....    Vault  built  and  one  safe  purchased.  First 

volume  of  oeneral  records  rebound. 

Franklin,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    The  births,  marriages, 

and  deaths  being  printed. 

Hyde  Park,     .    .    Vault  enlarged  and  two  safes  purchased. 

First  volume  of  town  proceedings  re- 
bound and  many  plans  mounted. 

Medway,    .    .    .    Three  safes  purchased.    All  the  old  records 

of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  indexed. 

Needham,  .    .    .    One  volume  of  marriages  rebound. 

Norfolk,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Records  of  an  extinct 

parish  in  North  Wrentham  recovered. 

Norwood,   .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Quincy,  ....    One  safe  purchased. 

Sharon,  ....  Records  of  lay-out  of  roads  from  1845 
indexed. 

Stoughton,  .  .  .  Four  volumes  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
rebound.  A  copy  of  a  volume  of  early 
marriages  indexed. 

Walpole,     .    .    .    Births,  marriages,  and  deaths  to  1846  copied 

and  indexed. 

"Wrentham,     .    .    New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  erected 

by  the  town.  This  was  to  replace  the 
town  hall  burned  in  1894. 

•  See  "  Printing,"  p.  36. 
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AbiDgton,  .    .  . 

Brockton,   .    •  . 

Carver,  ,    .    .  . 

Duxbury,    .    .  . 

East  Bridgewater, 

Halifax,     .    .  . 

Hanover,    .    .  . 

Hanson,.    .    .  . 

Hull,  

Lakeville,  .    .  . 

Marion,  .    .    .  . 

Marshfield, .    .  . 

Mattapoisett,  .  . 

Middleborougli,  . 

Norwell,     .    .  . 

Pembroke,  .    .  . 


County  of  Plymouth. 

First  book  of  general  records  copied.  Rec- 
ords of  extinct  Second  Advent  Church 
recovered. 

City  hall  built,  well  provided  with  vaults. 
Many  old  records  indexed  and  some  re- 
indexed.  Records  of  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Society  of  North  Bridgewater 
recovered. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Vault  built  in  the  public  library  building, 
and  town  office  and  assessors'  recoids  re- 
moved there  from  the  ahnshouse.  (Alms- 
house burned  soon  after.) 

Records  of  the  extinct  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  recovered. 

One  safe  purchased. 

All  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1727 
to  1857  inclusive,  copied.  Many  vol- 
umes, comprising  all  needing  it,  rebound. 
Births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  from  1727 
to  1857,  indexed. 

Vault  built  attached  to  the  town  hall,  and  one 
safe  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased.  Scattered  records 
brought  to  one  depository. 

Two  safes  purchased. 

New  town  hall,  containing  a  vault,  presented 
to  the  town.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  recovered. 

New  town  building,  containing  a  vault,  pre- 
sented to  the  town.  Two  safes  pur- 
chased. Indexing  of  the  earliest  records 
in  progress. 

New  town  hall,  containing  a  very  large  vault, 
in  process  of  construction  by  the  town. 
One  safe  purchased. 

Records  of  the  extinct  Central  Baptist  Church 
of  Lakeville  recovered. 

One  safe  purchased.  Four  volumes  of  ancient 
records  of  Scituate  copied. 

One  safe  purchased. 
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Plymouth,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    First  and  second  vol- 
umes of  general  records  printed.  . 
Plympton,  .    .    .    Vault  built. 

Rochester,  .    .    .    Town  hall  built,  two-thirds  by  gift  of  a  single 

donor  and  one-third  by  the  town.  One 
safe  purchased. 

Rockland,  .    .    .    After  the  burning  of  the  town  office,  in  1890, 

the  savings  bank  fitted  rooms  containing 
a  vault,  which  are  leased  to  the  town. 
General  records  of  Abington,  from  1712 
to  1850  inclusive,  copied,  but  unbound. 
Rebellion  record  rebound. 

Scituate,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Wareham,  .    .    .    Vault  at  the  selectmen's  office  enlarged. 

West  Bridgewater,  Town  office  moved  to  the  new  Grange  Build- 
ing.   One  safe  purchased. 

Whitman,  .    .    .    Building  being  erected,  in  which  rooms  and  a 

vault  have  been  hired  for  use  of  the 
town. 

County  of  Svffolh. 
Boston,  ....    City  Clerk's  Department.     One  large  vault 

built,  and  all  records  and  papers  not  in 
current  use,  including  those  of  Brighton, 
Charlestown,  Dorchester,  Roxbury,  and 
West  Roxbury,  placed  therein..  Two 
hundred  and  fifteen  volumes  repaired  and 
269  rebound.  The  latter  include  the  first 
volume  of  Boston  general  records,  1634 
to  1660;  the  Book  of  Possessions;  one 
volume  of  selectmen's  warrants  ;  and  two 
volumes  of  Dorchester  general  records, 
all  mounted  on  silk  by  the  Emery  process. 

City  Registry  Department.  Vault  built  in  the 
city  hall  when  the  office  was  located  there. 
Many  volumes  rebound  by  the  Emery 
process.  Five  volumes  of  the  Record 
Commissioners'  series  printed. 

Overseeinrj  of  the  Poor  Departmeyit.  One 
vault  built. 

Auditing  Department.    One  vault  built. 

Collecting  Department.    One  vault  built. 

Election  Department.    One  vault  built. 

Street  Laying-out  Department.  One  safe 
purchased . 
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Chelsea,.    .    .    .    One  volume  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 

rebound. 

Revere,  ....    Vault  built.    One  safe  purchased. 

Winthrop,  .    .    .    Four  safes  purchased ;  one  each  for  clerk, 

selectmen,  assessors,  and  treasurer.  Rec- 
ords of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
from  1852,  copied. 

County  of  Worcester, 

Ashburnham,  .    .    One  safe  purchased.    The  records  needing  it 

rebound.  Indexing  of  the  current  rec- 
ords in  process. 

Athol,    ....    New  brick  building,  containing  engine  house, 

court  room,  and  town  office,  erected  by 
the  town.  Very  large  safe,  fitted  with 
metal  file-cases,  purchased. 

Auburn,.    .    .    .    Town  hall  erected  by  the  town,  the  church  in 

which  the  town  hall  was  located  having 
been  burned.  One  large  safe  previously 
purchased.  Records  of  extinct  Baptist 
Church  recovered. 

Barre,  ....  One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  prior  to  1845,  being 
indexed,  the  index  to  include  as  mem- 
oranda names  from  private  records. 

Blackstone,     .    .    Engine  house,  containing  town  office  and  a 

vault,  erected  by  the  town.  One  safe 
purchased.  Several  volumes  of  assess- 
ors* records  rebound. 

Bolton,  ....    One  safe  purchased.    Part  of  the  records  of 

Hillside  Church  recovered. 

Boylston,    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Two  volumes  of  the 

early  records  rebound.  Records  of  lay- 
out of  roads  and  division  of  fences 
indexed. 

Clinton,.    .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    General  records  and 

marriage  intentions  indexed. 

Dana,    ....    Building  for  fire  apparatus,  library,  and  town 

office  erected  by  the  town  at  North 
Dana.  One  safe  purchased.  Vault  built 
in  the  town  hall  at  Dana  Centre. 

Douglas,     .    .    .    New  town  hall  erected  by  the  town.    One  safe 

purchased. 
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Dudley, . 

Fitcbburg, 

Gardner, 


Grafton, 
Harvard,  . 

Holden, .  . 
Hubbardston, 
Lancaster,  . 

Leicester,  . 

Leominster, 


Lunenburg, 
Mendon, 


Milford, . 


Millbury,  .  . 
New  Braintree, 


Two  safes  purchased.  Town  records,  from 
1732  to  1790  inclusive,  printed  and  in 
the  hands  of  the  binder. 

Two  vaults  built.  Three  safes  purchnsed. 
Records  of  Lunenburg,  from  1719  to 
1764,  copied  and  printed.* 

Town  is  fitting  up  offices  for  the  several 
boards,  and  building  a  vault.  One  safe 
purchased.  One  A^olume  of  town  pro- 
ceedings, one  of  births  and  deaths,  and 
one  of  miscellaneous  records  rebound. 

Names  of  brides  in  the  marriage  records,  from 
1735  to  1886  inclusive,  iudexec\. 

Records  of  the  Second  Universalist  Church 
and  the  Methodist  Society,  both  extinct, 
recovered. 

One  safe  purchased. 

Two  safes  purchased. 

Vault  built.    Records  of  extinct  Universalist 

Church  recovered. 
Records  of  the  extinct  Wesleyan  Methodist 

Church  recovered. 
Town  hall,  containing  two  vaults,  erected  by 

the  town.    All  births,  marriages,  and 

deaths,  from  1740,  indexed. 
One  safe  purchased. 

Two  safes  purchased.  One  volume  of  mar- 
riage intentions  rebound  and  indexed. 
A  committee  appointed  by  the  town  is 
considering  the  matter  of  copying  or 
printing  the  proprietors'  records.  Rec- 
ords of  an  extinct  Orthodox  Society 
recovered. 

Scattered  records,  procured  from  different 
places,  classified,  and  arranged  in  tlie 
vault.  General  records,  from  1780  to 
1843  inclusive,  rebound.  Records  of  the 
extinct  South  Milford  Baptist  Church 
recovered. 

Records  of  tlie  extinct  West  Millbury  Congre- 
gational Churcli  recovered. 

New  building  erected  for  a  town  office,  to 
which  the  records  of  tlie  selectmen  and 
assessors  liave  been  brouirht. 


•  See    rrintinc^,"  p.  3G. 
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Births,  dentbs,  marriages,  and  intentions  of 
marriage,  from  1767  to  1844  inclusive, 
copied.  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 
from  1858  to  1893  inclusive,  rebound. 
One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  from  1841  to  1892 
inclusive,  rebound. 
North  Brookfi eld,  .    Public    library    building,    containing  town 

oflices  and  large  vault,  presented  to  the 
town,  and  records  carried  there. 
Oakham,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    First  three  volumes  of 

general  records  rebound. 
Paxton,  ....    Three    safes    purchased,    and    all  records 

brought  to  the  town  ollice.  General 
records,  from  17G5  to  1790  inclusive, 
rebound. 

Petersham,  .    .    .    Two  safes  purchased.     Births,  marriages, 

and  intentions  of  marriage,  from  1740 
to  182G  inclusive,  co[)ied.  Proprietors' 
records  and  one  volume  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  intentions  rebound. 

Pbillipston,.  .  .  Town  hall  built  by  the  town.  One  safe  pur- 
chased. 

Royalston,  .    .    .    One  safe  purchased. 

Rutland,     .    .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Records  of  the  extinct 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  recovered. 
Shrew^sbury,    .    .    One  large  safe  purchased.    Records  of  meet- 
ings in  the  proprietors'  records  ;  one  vol- 
ume of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  ; 
one  of  lay-out  of  roads  ;  and  the  rebellion 
record  copied.    Five  volumes  of  the  early 
records  rebound.    Early  marriages  and 
intentions  of  marriage  indexed. 
Southborough,     .    Large  vault  built.    Records  of  lay-out  of 
roads  copied.     Births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  from  1727  to  1762  inclusive,  re- 
bound.   Records  of  the  extinct  Church 
of  Christ  in  Southborough  recovered. 
Two  safes  purchased. 

One  safe  purchased.  Records  of  the  extinct 
Baptist  Church  of  North  Spencer  re- 
covered. 


Northborough, 


Northbridge, 


Southbridge,  .  . 
Spencer,     .    .  . 
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Sterling,  .  .  .  Two  safes  piircbased.  Records  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  rebound.  Rec- 
ords of  an  extinct  Universalist  Church 
recovered. 

Templeton,     .    .    Records  of  lay-out  of  roads  copied. 

Uxbridge,  .    .    .    Records  removed  from  clerk's  store  to  town 

ball.  Store  afterward  burned.  Second 
volume  of  general  records  copied.  Rec- 
ords of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and 
intentions  of  marriage  from  1727  to  1844 
inclusive,  indexed. 

Warren,     ,    .    .    Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths 

rebound. 

Westborougli,  .    .    Two  safes  purchased.    Six  volumes  of  early 

records  rebound. 

West  Brookfield,  .    Records  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths, 

from  1848  to  1891  inclusive,  rebound. 

Westminster,  .  .  Vault  built.  The  safe,  which  was  of  doubt- 
ful value,  placed  in  the  vault.  Records 
which  were  loaned  and  carried  out  of 
town  recalled. 

Winchendon,  .    .    One  safe  purchased.    Births,  marriages,  and 

deaths,  from  1844  to  1891  inclusive, 
rebound. 

Worcester,  .    .    ,    Large  vault  built.    Two  volumes  rebound. 

The  city  has  paid  half  the  cost  of  the 
printing  of  several  volumes,  by  the 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  of 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  and  gen- 
eral records. 

Files  of  Papers. 

I  have  spent  much  time  again  this  year  in  examining  the 
old  papers  in  the  towns,  and  in  searching  for  such  as  were 
not  in  possession  of  any  of  the  present  town  olBcers.  Many 
have  been  found  that  had  never  been  transmitted  by  their 
custodians,  now  perhaps  dead,  to  their  successors,  and  it  is 
seldom  that  some  important  papers  are  not  found  among 
them.  One  large  collection,  dating  back  to  17G1,  would 
have  been  destroyed  by  order  of  the  selectmen  before  the 
passage  of  chapter  35G  of  the  Acts  of  1894,  if  the  clerk  had 
not  entered  an  earnest  protest. 
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I  am  informed,  on  apparently  good  authority,  that  some 
years  ago  one  town  voted  to  destroy  a  trunk  of  old  papers 
rather  than  go  to  the  expense  of  buying  a  new  trunk,  and  I 
fear  that  in  many  places  such  a  proposal  would  find  many 
advocates. 

Public  Eecord  Office. 

While  realizing  that  a  public  record  office  would  be  such 
a  radical  departure  from  long-established  methods  that  the 
establishment  of  it  at  present  is  not  probable,  I  would  repeat 
my  belief  that  the  remedy  for  the  present  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition of  afiiiirs  lies  in  such  an  ofiSce,  for  the  reasons  given 
in  the  last  report. 

The  suggestion  meets  with  approval  from  persons  whom  I 
did  not  suppose  would  favorably  consider  it,  including  town 
officers,  who  see  the  hopelessness  of  expecting  poor  towns 
to  expend  the  money  necessary  to  provide  for  the  records  as 
they  should  be  provided  for,  or  to  adequately  compensate 
their  custodians  for  the  care  or  labor  required  to  comply 
with  the  statutes. 

State  Aid  to  the  Toavns. 

I  would  again  call  attention  to  the  suggestion  that  the 
State  aid  the  poorer  towns  by  small  appropriations  for  put- 
ting their  records  into  better  condition.  These  records  often 
concern  cities  or  flourishing  towns  which  have  been  set  olf 
from  the  parent  town,  and  the  considerable  expense  of  bind- 
ing or  copying  for  the  benefit  proportionately  larger  for  the 
parts  set  ofi*  than  for  the  remaining  towns  should  not  be 
borne  by  the  small  remainder  of  the  old  town.  If  the  State 
were  to  make  the  appropriation,  it  could  provide  for  super- 
vision of  the  work. 

Assessors'  Records. 

My  continued  examination  of  the  old  papers  in  the  towns 
has  resulted  in  finding  more  of  the  early  valuation  lists. 
The  value  of  these  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent,  as 
the  town  officers  search  in  vain  for  facts  which  these  alone 
can  furnish.  The  following  have  been  found  during  the 
past  year :  — 
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County  of  Barnstable, 

Brewster,   .    .    .    For  1810,  1821,  1823,  1824,  1838,  and  1841, 

and  from  1844. 

Chatham,  .  .  .  For  1755  and  17G1  ;  from  17G6  to  17G9  in- 
clusive; from  1771  to  1777  inclusive; 
from  1779  to  1781  inclusive;  from  1784 
to  1788  inclusive;  for  1790;  from  1792 
to  1795  inclusive;  for  1800,  1804,  and 
virtually  complete  from  1810. 

Eastham,    .    .    .    For  1806,  1809,  181 1,  1813, 1815,  1821,  1822, 

and  1825;  from  1827  to  1829  inclusive; 
from  1831  to  1833  inclusive;  for  1839 
and  1840;  from  1843  to  1845  inclusive; 
from  1848  to  1850  inclusive  ;  and  from 
1860. 

Harwich,    .    .    .    For  1806  and  1817,  and  from  1820. 

Truro,   ....    For  1785,  1793,  1794,  1797,  1800,  and  1801  ; 

from  1805  to  1807  inclusive  ;  and  from 

1810. 

Wellfieet,  .  .  .  From  1790  to  1792  inclusive;  for  1794;  and 
virtually  complete  from  1796. 

Yarmouth,  .    .    .    Complete  from  1798,  excepting  for  1824  to 

1829  inclusive. 

County  of  Bristol, 
Easton,  ....    From  1835. 

Fairhaven,  .    .    .    From  1803  to  1844  inclusive,  in  pamphlets, 

and  also  from  1840  in  volumes. 
Rayuham,  .    .    .    From  1852. 

County  of  Hampden, 

Wales,  ....    For  1796,  1797,  and  1806;  from  1810  to 

1821  inclusive  ;  and  from  1843. 

County  of  IlampsJiire. 

Amherst,    .  .  .  For  1764,  and  from  1766. 

Belchertown,  .  .  From  1731. 

Pelham,  .    .  .  .  For  1793,  and  virtually  complete  from  1803. 

Prescott,    .  .  .  From  1830. 
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County  of  Middlesex, 

Lexington,  .    .    .    For  1729,  and  scattering  years  to  1820,  in 

sheets  and  pamphlets. 

Littleton,    .    .    .    Nearly  complete  from  1 7-1 9  to  1759  incUisive  ; 

for  1762,  1764,  and  17G6  ;  from  1770  to 
1779  inclusive;  from  1790  to  1819  in- 
clusive, all  in  pamphlets  ;  and  from  1820. 

Reading,  .  .  .  From  1682  to  1702  inclusive,  in  the  town  pro- 
ceedings;  for  1722  and  1725  in  pam- 
phlets; from  1756  to  1773  inclusive,  in 
the  town  proceedings;  from  1794  to 
1806  inclusive,  in  the  town  proceedings  ; 
from  1772  to  1815  inclusive,  in  pam- 
phlets; and  from  1816. 

Shirley,  .    .    .    ♦    From  1784  to  1824  inclusive,  in  sheets  and 

small  books,  and  from  1825  to  1849  in- 
clusive, in  pamphlets. 

County  of  Norfolk, 

Cohasset,    .    .    .    For  1753,  1762,  1763,  1767,  and  1771 ;  from 

1787  to  1800  inclusive;  for  1802,  1803, 
and  1805;  from  1809  to  1819  inclusive; 
and  from  1822. 


County  of  Plymouth, 

Hull,     ....    From  1800  to  1843  inclusive,  and  from  1849 

to  1857  inclusive,  in  small  pamphlets. 
There  is  another  set  in  square  pamphlets 
from  1812. 

Marshfield,  .    .    .    From  1796. 

Plymouth,  .    .    .    For  1809,  1814,  and  1819  ;  from  1821  to 

1825  inclusive  ;  from  1827  to  1832  in- 
clusive ;  and  from  1845. 


County  of  Worcester, 

North  Brookfield, .    For  1855,  and  from  1864. 

West  Boylston,    .    For  the  Second  Precinct  in  Boylston,  Sterling, 

and  Ilolden,  from  1797  to  1807  inclusive. 

From  1808  for  West  Boylston. 
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Proprietors'  Records. 

In  February  last  I  again  urged  upon  the  county  commis- 
sioners the  copying  for  the  several  registries  of  deeds  of 
such  of  the  records  of  the  proprietors  of  the  common  hinds 
as  could  be  found.  I  regret  that  little  has  been  done,  but, 
as  the  work  is  optional  with  the  commissioners,  I  can  do 
no  more  than  urge. 

In  the  Berkshire  Northern  District  Registry  at  Adams  the 
records  of  the  proprietors  of  Williamstown  have  been  pro- 
cured for  copying,  and  in  the  Hampden  County  Registry 
at  Springfield  copies  have  been  made  during  the  year  of 
the  proprietors'  records  of  Brimfield  from  1731  to  1824 
inclusive;  Chester  from  17G2  to  183G  inclusive;  and  West- 
field  from  16l>7  to  1830  inclusive.  Those  of  Springfield 
are  being  copied. 

Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths. 

So  much  space  has  been  given  to  this  subject  in  previous 
reports  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  present  further  evidence 
of  the  necessity  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  which  has  been 
before  the  Legislature  for  two  years,  and  was  referred  to 
this.  Until  this  bill  is  passed  the  slipshod  methods  pertain- 
ing to  issuing  marriage  and  burial  permits,  and  of  returning 
and  recording  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  will  continue, 
perpetuating  errors  upon  which  matters  of  serious  impor- 
tance may  depend. 

If  any  one  doubts  the  statement  that  errors  and  omissions 
in  the  records  since  1844  make  very  many  of  the  entries 
worthless,  he  is  advised  to  consult  them  for  facts  relating 
to  himself  or  family,  and  if  he  desires  to  have  false  or  in- 
complete records  corrected  or  completed,  he  will  find  how 
impossible  it  is.  He  will  find  clerks  who  will  add  to  or 
erase  from  records  made  by  former  clerks,  but  they  are  mak- 
ing a  bad  matter  worse,  as  they  are  in  fact  tampering  with 
a  record  which  they  have  no  authority  to  change. 

Many  of  the  entries  in  these  records  are  worse  than  worth- 
less, for  worthless  implies  something  of  no  value  and  to  be 
discarded ;  whereas  these  records,  however  erroneous,  are 
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by  prima  facie  evidence  and  cannot  be  ignored,  and  it 
may  be  cannot  be  disproved.  It  is  true  that  by  a  compli- 
cated process  a  supplementary  record  can  be  made,  but  it 
may  never  be  discovered. 

Parish  and  Church  Records. 

I  consider  of  great  importance  the  passage  of  a  bill  pro- 
viding that  the  records  of  a  church,  parish,  or  society,  which 
has  ceased  to  hold  regular  religious  meetings,  be  deposited 
with  the  city  or  town  clerk.  I  cannot  conceive  any  reasons 
for  opposing  this  excepting  ulterior  ones,  and  its  defeat  in 
its  last  stage  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  18*J4  was,  I 
think,  due  to  misapprehension. 

Safes  and  Vaults. 

There  exists  an  inclination  to  buy  safes  rather  than  to 
build  vaults,  even  in  towns  where  conditions  for  locating  a 
vault  are  most  favorable.  The  objections  to  a  vault  are  the 
cost,  the  dampness,  and  the  expectation  that  in  the  event  of 
a  severe  fire  the  expense  of  repairing  the  walls  of  a  vault 
and  providing  new  outer  doors  will  be  greater  than  reno- 
vating a  safe.  The  answer  to  the  first  objection  is  that  the 
cost  of  the  number  of  safes  necessary  to  furnish  the  needed 
capacity  which  a  vault  supplies  far  exceeds  the  cost  of  a 
vault.  The  dampness  in  a  vault  can  be  overcome  with  care, 
and,  moreover,  it  is  not  much  greater  than  that  in  a  good 
safe,  whose  excellence  largely  lies  in  the  amount  of  moisture 
held  in  the  filling.  The  third  objection  is  foolish  in  the 
extreme,  for  if  a  safe  chances  to  go  through  a  fire,  and 
apparently  needs  no  repairing  excepting  on  the  outside,  its 
safety  has  been  impaired  so  that  it  should  not  be  used  again. 

I  have  visited  the  ruins  of  many  fires,  to  obtain  evidence 
upon  the  disputed  respective  merits  of  safes  and  vaults ;  but 
varying  conditions  of  location,  amount  of  water  thrown,  and 
care  in  handling  safes  after  a  fire,  have  made  conclusions  difli- 
cult.  The  fire  in  Uxbridge,  previously  mentioned,  furnishes 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  I  have  seen.  In  the  National 
Bank  building,  which  was  reduced  to  a  pile  of  ashes,  there 
was  a  vault,  and  standing  against  it  and  near  the  door  one 
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of  the  most  expensive  fire  and  burglar  proof  safes  in  the 
market.  The  conditions  of  location  were,  therefore,  exactly 
alike,  and  as  much  water  must  have  reached  the  safe  as  the 
vault.  The  contents  of  the  vault  were  uninjured,  while  the 
papers  in  the  safe  were  so  badly  chai-red  as  to  be  unfit  for 
use,  and  the  coin  bags  fell  to  pieces  when  touched.  The 
lesson  of  this  fire  would  seem  to  be  that  the  only  absolute 
safety  from  fire  is  a  vault,  and  for  safety  from  both  burglars 
and  fire  either  a  burglar-proof  vault  or  a  burglar-proof  safe 
within  a  vault. 

Compensation  of  Town  Clerks. 

Much  has  been  said  in  previous  reports,  especially  in  the 
third,  about  compensation  of  town  clerks,  but  much  remains 
to  be  said,  for  until  they  are  compensated  it  is  out  of  all 
reason  to  expect  many  of  the  duties  required  of  them. 

I  find  people  generally  astonished  to  learn  that  the  com- 
pensation of  the  clerks,  aside  from  the  fees  for  personal 
service,  is  insignificant,  and  that  in  very  many  towns  they 
receive  nothing.  Inquiry  made  in  1890  showed  about  100 
receiving  no  compensation ;  most  of  the  others  from  $5 
to  $50  a  year.  Fifteen  received  $100,  while  14  received 
from  $125  to  $500,  these  usually  being  treasurers  also. 
One  town  with  8,000  inhabitants  paid  its  clerk  nothing. 
One  clerk  who  received  $125  gave  a  bond  as  treasurer  for 
$20,000  and  handled  $60,000  annually.  (Giving  the  bond 
was  no  hardship,  for  under  the  law  he  as  clerk  was  custodian 
of  it,  and  could  easily  see  it  never  was  enforced.) 

Some  of  the  clerks  are  obliged  to  pay  the  expense  of 
attending  the  meeting  of  clerks  of  their  representative  dis- 
trict, to  certify  the  vote  for  representative.  This  often  re- 
quires a  day,  and  either  a  long  drive  or  a  journey  by  rail. 

Since  1890  the  work  of  the  clerks  has  been  considerably 
increased  by  statute.  The  caucus  and  election  laws  alone 
require  the  expenditure  of  much  time,  and  put  upon  them 
a  responsibility  that  should  be  well  paid  for.  Ihe  State 
requires  much  for  which  it  makes  no  provision  for  com- 
pensation, and  the  towns  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  pay  the 
clerks  for  service  rendered  the  State  in  which  the  town  has 
no  interest  or  direct  benefit. 
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But  beyond  all  this  is  the  work  occasioned  by  genealogical 
research,  which  has  grown  to  such  an  extent  as  to  have  be- 
come not  only  a  favorite  pastime,  but  a  profession.  This 
has  resulted  in  the  receiving  by  the  clerks  of  great  num- 
bers of  letters,  especially  in  the  older  towns,  asking  for 
information  which,  if  obtainable  at  all,  can  be  found  only 
after  hours  of  searching,  for  which  no  compensation  is  sent 
or  offered,  and  usually  for  which  return  postage  is  not 
enclosed.  Many  desire  to  examine  the  records,  and  con- 
sider unreasonable  a  charge  made  by  the  clerk  for  the  time 
spent  in  giving  them  access  to  the  records,  —  time  taken 
from  his  work,  at,  perhaps,  a  most  inopportune  hour.  A 
clerk  is  not  to  be  expected  to  give  his  time  gratuitously 
to  a  professional  genealogist,  well  paid  for  his  time,  nor 
to  a  person  who  can  afford  to  travel  and  search  records  as  a 
pastime  ;  but  I  have  received  complaints  that  clerks  refused 
to  contribute  their  time,  or  allow  their  records  to  be  searched 
without  supervision.  These  comphiints  have  been  founded 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  clerks  receive  salaries,  and 
that  the  public  is  to  receive  attention  in  ordinary  business 
hours,  as  it  would  in  the  office  of  a  city  clerk  or  in  a  county 
office,  and  that  the  records  are  indexed,  making  it  but  the 
work  of  a  moment  to  obtain  information. 

The  statutes  require  that  the  records  shall  be  kept  in 
fire-proof  receptacles,  and  that  they  shall  be  open  to  public 
inspection,  and  the  two  requirements  put  a  duty  upon  the 
clerks  for  which  they  should  be  compensated. 

In  my  work  of  inspection  I  often  feel  obliged  to  apologize 
to  a  clerk  for  taking  his  time  when  it  is  apparent  it  is  given 
at  a  loss  to  him,  and  I  could  not  justly  complain  if  it  were 
refused,  although  the  refusal  would  mean  increased  cost  to 
the  State  in  travelling  expenses.  This  should  not  be  so,  and 
I  again  urge  that  consideration  be  given  to  this  subject.  I 
have  before  suggested  that  the  State  pay  a  part  of  the  salary 
of  the  clerks  and  the  towns  the  balance,  fixed  upon  a  basis  of 
population  ;  but  the  varying  conditions  in  the  towns  make  it 
a  subject  upon  which  evidence  should  be  heard  from  the 
largest  and  smallest  towns. 

It  is  certain  that  unless  some  action  is  taken  in  this  matter 
some  of  the  best  clerks  will  decline  longer  service,  and  their 
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places  will  not  be  filled  by  as  competent  ones.  If  penalties 
were  enforced  under  the  authority  now  conferred  by  the  stat- 
utes because  some  of  the  duties  required  of  the  clerks  are  not 
performed,  the  office  of  town  clerk  would  stand  vacant  in 
every  town,  for  there  is  not  a  clerk  in  the  State  wlio  could 
afford  to  do  what  is  required  of  him.  Work  left  undone  by 
former  clerks  which  it  would  take  months  to  complete  should 
be  done  by  some  one,  and  that  some  one  is  by  law  the  present 
clerk,  who  would  have  to  do  it  without  compensation. 

Terms  of  Recording  Officers. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  advocated  longer  terms  of 
office  for  city  and  town  clerks,  for  the  reasons  that  in  few 
public  positions  does  experience  count  for  more,  and  because 
the  possibility  of  an  annual  change  in  the  office  prevents 
a  clerk  from  commencing  upon  work  which  cannot  be  com- 
pleted in  a  short  term,  and  from  systematizing  matters  as  he 
would  if  he  were  sure  of  remaining  to  benefit  by  the  system. 
Experience  strengthens  my  opinion  that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  changes  that  can  be  made  for  the  benefit  of 
the  records,  and  for  efficient  service  in  the  multifarious 
duties  devolving  upon  the  clerks. 

Binding. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  detailed  report  of  improvement  in 
the  cities  and  towns  that  considerable  binding  has  been  done. 
This,  as  a  rule,  has  been  of  volumes  not  in  the  worst  condi- 
tion but  such  as  could  readily  be  put  into  new  covers. 

There  are  still  hundreds  of  volumes  in  such  fragile  condi- 
tion as  to  be  considered  by  one  unfamiliar  with  what  is  pos- 
sible as  past  renovation.  Nearly  or  quite  all  of  these  can  be 
bound  by  what  is  known  as  the  Emery  process,  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  ;  and  the  ex- 
pense is  far  less  than  copying,  and  the  result  more  satisfiic- 
tory,  as  no  copy  of  a  very  ancient  volume  is  as  satisfactory 
to  an  investigator  as  the  original.  These  records  are  usually 
the  oldest  and  are  much  consulted  by  genealogists,  and  each 
handling  injures  them,  but  less  than  binding  by  ordinary 
process  would,  consequently  I  do  not  insist  that  they  be 
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bound,  as  the  statute  requires,  but  discourage  it,  waiting  for 
legislation  that  shall  make  it  possible  to  have  them  properly 
bound. 

A  volume  in  the  registry  of  deeds  at  Springfield  has  re- 
cently been  rebound  by  the  Emery  process,  the  paper  in 
which  was  so  brittle  that  pieces  from  the  centre  of  the 
leaves  had  broken  out  and  fallen  between  them,  making 
their  arrangement  before  binding  like  matching  the  pieces 
of  a  puzzle.  Enough  of  every  page  has  been  replaced  to 
make  the  text  intelligible,  and  has  restored  the  record, 
making  the  paper  more  durable  than  ever.  The  statement 
of  Prof.  Stephen  P.  Sharpies,  that  he  has  carefully  examined 
the  process  and  knows  of  no  better,  and  that  the  materials 
employed  have  no  deleterious  action  on  the  ink,  but  preserve 
it  from  further  alteration,  is  in  my  opinion  sufficient  to  allay 
the  fear  sometimes  expressed  upon  that  point. 

It  not  infrequently  happened  that,  as  the  vellum  covers  of 
ancient  volumes  became  worn  and  limber,  leaves  of  the  rec- 
ords were  pasted  to  them  to  strengthen  them.  This  resulted 
in  some  cases  in  obliterating  the  first  few  years  of  a  record. 
By  the  Emery  process  these  leaves  can  be,  and  have  been, 
restored. 

I  would  again  urge  canvass  binding  as  superior  to  any 
leather,  being  less  afiected  by  dampness,  which  makes  the 
leather  sticky,  or  by  heat  in  the  offices,  which  dries  and 
cracks  leather,  and  eventually  makes  it  become  like  blot- 
ting paper.  This  appears  to  be  especially  true  of  real  Russia 
leather.  I  have  new  evidence  that  leather  binding  will  melt 
and  injure  records  in  a  safe  where  canvass  is  not  injured. 

Copying. 

The  custom  continues  of  letting  out  copying  to  the  lowest 
bidder  who  can  write,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  he  cannot 
read  what  he  is  to  copy.  The  employment  of  a  goldsmith 
to  do  a  difficult  piece  of  dentistry  because  he  was  an  expert 
in  shaping  gold  would  be  no  more  absurd.  The  result  is 
that  worthless  copies  are  made,  and  all  that  is  paid  for  them 
is  wasted.  This  custom  will  probably  continue  until  super- 
vision is  authorized,  as  the  impression  seems  to  be  that  a 
newly  written  book  fills  the  statute  requirement  of  a  copy. 
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Printing. 

The  following  have  been  added  to  the  publications  of  town 
records  since  the  last  report :  — 

Boston.  Twenty-seventh  Report  of  the  Record  Commissioners, 
containing  the  Selectmen's  Minutes  from  1787  through  1708. 
Boston,  189G. 

Canton.  The  Record  of  Birtbs,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  and 
Intentions  of  Marriage,  in  the  Town  of  Stoughton,  from  1727  to 
1800,  and  in  the  Town  of  Canton  from  1797  to  1815,  preceded  by 
the  Records  of  the  South  Precinct  of  Dorchester  from  1715  to 
1727.    Edited  by  Frederic  Endicott.    Canton,  Mass.,  1896. 

FiTCHBUiiG.  The  Early  Records  of  the  Town  of  Lunenburg, 
Massachusetts,  including  that  part  which  is  now  Fitchburg,  1719- 
1764.  A  complete  transcript  of  the  Town  Meeting  and  Select- 
men's Records  contained  in  the  first  two  books  of  the  general 
.records  of  the  Town.  Also  a  copy  of  all  the  Vital  Statistics  of 
the  Town  previous  to  the  year  17C4.  Complied  by  Walter  A. 
Davis,  City  Clerk.    Fitchburg,  189G. 

Worcester.  Worcester  Town  Records,  1817-1832.  Edited  by 
Franklin  P.  Rice,  Worcester,  1893.  Nos.  36,  37,  38,  of  the 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  collections,  1893. 

Worcester  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths.  Compiled  by 
Franklin  P.  Rice.  Part  I.,  Births,  1714-1848.  Part  II.,  Mar- 
riages, 1748-1848.  Part  III.,  Deaths,  1826-1848.  Nos.  42,  43, 
44,  of  the  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  collections.  Worcester, 
1894. 

Typewritten  Eecords. 

The  question  is  periodically  raised  as  to  the  expediency  of 
making  records  with  a  typewriter,  and  of  the  permanency  of 
such  records.  Pennsylvania  has  settled  the  matter  there  by 
providing  that  all  typewriting  heretofore  executed,  and  all 
that  may  hereafter  be  done,  for  any  purpose  whatever,  shall 
have  the  same  legal  force  and  eflect  as  ordinary  writing,  and 
that  the  word  writing  recurring  in  the  laws  of  the  State  shall 
be  held  to  include  typewriting.  This  is,  I  think,  the  first 
State  to  legalize  typewriting. 

If  such  a  law  should  be  passed  for  IMassachusetts,  it  should 
provide  for  the  use  of  ribbons  known  to  be  permanent,  as 
the  majority  of  those  in  use  are  not. 
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Fires. 

The  past  year  has  the  usual  record  of  the  burning  of  a  town 
building.  The  church  in  Auburn,  in  the  basement  of  which 
the  town  hall  was  located,  was  burned  last  winter,  but  the 
records  had  been  removed  to  a  large  safe  in  another  building 
in  1891. 

This  is  the  second  case  of  the  burning  of  buildings  after 
the  records  had  been  removed  by  order  of  this  commission. 

As  this  report  was  about  to  be  sent  to  the  printer,  a  large 
fire  in  Uxbridge  destroyed  the  building  in  which,  until  within 
two  years,  the  clerk  had  kept  a  part  of  his  records.  These 
had  been  removed  to  the  town  hall,  which  was  not  reached 
by  the  fire.  A  few  days  later  the  store  of  the  town  clerk  in 
Amesbury  was  burned  out.  All  of  his  records  had  been  re- 
moved to  the  new  town  vault,  excepting  a  volume  of  chattel 
mortgages  which,  however,  was  not  injured. 

KOBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner. 
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Office  of  tiik  Commissioxku  of  Puulic  Records, 
6  Mt.  Vkiinon  Stueet,  Boston,  Jan.  1,  1898. 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  sixth  report  of  this  com- 
mission, being  the  tenth  in  the  series  of  reports  on  the  public 
records. 

For  five  years  I  had  urged  without  avail  tlie  passage  of  a 
bill  which  should  meet  the  changed  conditions  of  affairs,  in- 
cludinji:  chancre  in  sentiment,  re^:ardino^  the  records  of  the 
counties,  cities,  and  towns.  The  last  Legislature  passed  such 
a  bill,  which  is  chapter  439  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  and  its  good 
effects  are  already  apparent.  When  its  provisions  are  known 
and  understood  there  will  be  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
safety  and  condition  of  the  records  ;  but  I  found,  even  as  late 
as  November,  that  many  of  the  boards  of  town  officers  were 
ignorant  of  any  such  law.  The  apology  w\as  that  so  many 
laws  are  passed  that  unless  something  in  particular  calls 
attention  to  a  certain  law  its  provisions  are  not  likely  to  be 
known.  This  law  has  been  called  to  their  attention,  and 
much  neglect  for  which  there  has  been  excuse  will  be  no 
longer  excusable. 

The  utterly  impracticable  provision  of  the  old  law,  that 
city  and  town  clerks  should  be  custodians  of  all  the  records, 
is  repealed,  and  the  various  classes  of  records  have  their  re- 
spective custodians,  who  are  responsible  for  both  their  custody 
and  condition. 

Another  provision  has  stood  in  the  way  of  improvement, 
viz.,  that  county  connuissioners,  city  governments,  and 
selectmen  should  decide  what  was  needed  for  the  proper 
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care  of  the  records.  That  has  been  repealed.  As  these 
officials  have  no  intimate  knowledge  of  the  records,  the  law 
has  been  generally  inoperative,  excepting  as  a  recording  offi- 
cer could  succeed  in  getting  a  small  allowance  from  some 
general  appropriation  for  a  little  binding  or  other  necessary 
work.  Now  the  recording  officer  not  only  can,  but  must, 
have  his  records  in  the  proper  places  and  condition. 

As  some  of  the  town  clerks  felt  doubtful  about  their 
authority  in  the  matter,  I  obtained  the  opinion  of  the 
Honorable  Attorney-General,  and  communicated  it  to  all 
of  the  town  clerks.  His  opinion  was  given  in  the  following 
letter :  - — 

COMMONWKALTIt  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

Office  of  thk  Attouney-Geneual,  Boston,  Sept.  21,  1897. 
Robert  T.  Swan,  Covimissioncr. 

Deak  Sir: — I  have  your  letter  of  the  7th,  iiiquirhig  whether, 
under  Statutes  of  1897,  chapter  439,  section  6,  any  person  having 
the  custody  of  any  public  records  can  lawfully  incur  expense  which 
a  county,  city,  or  town  will  be  obliged  to  pay,  unless  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purpose  has  previously  been  made  by  the  county, 
city,  or  town. 

The  statute  in  question  provides  that  every  person  having  the 
custody  of  'i-uy  public  records  of  a  county,  city,  or  town,  consist- 
ing of  written  or  printed  books,  shall  at  the  expense  of  the  county, 
city,  or  town  have  all  such  books  properly  and  substantially  bound, 
etc.  This  statute  makes  the  duty  of  the  custodian  imperative, 
whether  an  appropriation  is  made  by  the  county,  city,  or  town,  or 
not,  and  even  if  no  such  appropiriation  be  made.  He  must  obey 
the  law.  Failure  to  perform  this  duty  by  him  is  punishable  under 
the  provisions  of  section  12  of  the  same  act. 

The  liability  of  the  county,  city,  or  town  for  the  expense  so 
incurred  does  not  arise  from  any  act  of  the  corporation  itself,  but 
exists  by  virtue  of  the  statute  provision.  It  is  plainly  the  duty 
of  the  county,  city,  or  town  to  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose 
specified  in  the  act ;  but  if  it  fails  to  perform  its  duty,  it  does  not 
thereby  escape  its  liability  therefor. 

Yours  truly,  Hoska  M.  Knowlton, 

Attorney-  Qencral. 

Some  of  the  clerks  have  already  had  records  rebound  that 
for  years  had  needed  binding,  but  for  the  binding  of  which 
no  authority  could  be  obtained.    There  is  much,  however, 
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required  by  the  law  which  will  of  necessity  be  carried  out  very 
slowly,  as  long  as  the  town  officers  who  have  the  care  of  the 
records  are  expected  to  woriv  for  almost  nothing,  or  are 
elected  for  one  year ;  and  until  the  unreasonableness  is 
realized  of  expecting  a  small,  poor  parent  town  to  bear  a 
considerable  expense  in  binding  and  copying  the  old  records, 
which  are  of  more  importance  to  the  wealthy  towns  that  have 
been  set  off  from  it. 

The  passage  of  another  bill  which  has  been  before  the 
Legislature  for  several  years,  and  which  became  chapter  444 
of  the  Acts  of  1897,  deserves  to  be  mentioned,  altliough  not 
bearing  directly  upon  the  *' custody  and  condition"  of  the 
records.  This  act,  entitled  An  Act  relative  to  the  registry 
and  return  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,"  went  into  effect 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1898.  As  originally  drawn,  it  was 
submitted  to  the  city  and  town  clerks,  and  substantially  as 
passed  had  their  approval,  as  well  as  the  approval  of  boards 
of  health,  and  the  undertakers'  association.  It  also  met  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  whose 
office  the  returns  must  finally  come  ;  and  it  is  believed  to  be, 
by  those  best  competent  to  judge,  as  comprehensive  and 
practicable  in  its  application  to  both  the  cities  and  small 
towns  as  an  act  can  be.  It  authorizes  and  henceforth  makes 
legal  some  of  the  action  which  has  been  taken  by  the  clerks 
of  longest  experience,  in  their  attempts  to  have  their  records 
as  complete  and  correct  as  possible,  and  will  result  in  a 
uniformity  before  impossible.  The  uncertainty  existing  in 
regard  to  recording  still-births  and  illegitimate  children  no 
longer  exists,  and  the  statistics  of  these  births  will  not  de- 
pend upon  the  individual  opinions  of  the  recording  officers. 
A  woman  will  no  longer  lose  her  identity  after  marriage,  as 
her  maiden  name  is  to  become  by  law  a  part  of  the  record. 


Missing  Records  and  Papers. 

Until  very  recently  a  large  number  of  the  towns  had  no 
town  headquarters,  or  other  place,  to  which  the  records  and 
papers  of  an  outgoing  town  officer  could  be  returned,  and 
until  1891  he  was  not  required  to  deliver  them  to  his  suc- 
cessor.   The  consequence  has  been  that  many  of  the  books 
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of  record,  and  especially  the  liles  of  papers,  have  been  packed 
away  and  forgotten  until  accidentally  discovered. 

The  occasional  receiving  of  information  that  certain  records 
or  papers  belonging  to  a  town  had  been  found,  led  me  to  be- 
lieve that  more  might  be  brought  to  light  if  tlie  attention  of 
the  public  were  brought  to  the  subject.  Accordingly,  with 
the  sanction  of  T^Ir.  George  S.  Evans,  inspector-in-charge  of 
the  post-office  department,  I  sent  to  every  postmaster  in  the 
State  a  request  that  he  would  display  in  his  post-office  a  card 
of  which  the  following  is  a  cop}^ :  — 

Town  Records. 

The  discovery,  from  time  to  time,  among  the  effects  of  former 
town  officers,  especially  of  assessors,  of  town  records  and  papers 
which  had  been  in  their  custody,  makes  it  seem  advisable  to  ask 
the  co-operation  of  citizens  in  securing  any  such  not  in  possession 
of  the  towns.  Many  have,  unfortunately,  been  destroyed  through 
ignorance  of  their  character  or  possible  value.  To  prevent  their 
further  destruction,  and  to  enable  the  towns  to  procure  those  now 
in  existence,  all  persons  having  knowledge  of  any  such  records 
or  papers  are  respectfully  requested  to  inform  the  undersigned. 

Among  the  missing  records  and  papers  are  valuation  lists,  those 
prior  to  about  1820  usually  being  in  small  books  without  covers, 
about  the  size  of  a  bank  deposit  book ;  school  district  records ; 
collectors'  account  books ;  treasurers'  records  and  vouchers ;  and 
records  of  extinct  churches  and  parishes.  Annual  returns  of 
marriages  made  by  clergymen  to  the  town  clerks  should  be  among 
the  papers  once  in  their  custody.  ^Members  of  families  of  de- 
ceased town  officers  are  especially  requested  to  search  for  such 
records  and  papers,  and  to  forward  information  if  any  are  found. 

Any  information  bearing  upon  the  old  records  will  be  a  benefit 
to  the  town,  and  will  receive  due  acknowledgment. 

Robert  T.  Swan, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Records. 

Boston,  Sept.  13,  1897. 

In  response  to  this,  a  number  of  persons  have  sent  infor- 
mation that  will  be  of  value,  and  already  some  papers  have 
been  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerks. 

With  the  town  records  and  ])apers  belonging  to  Hull,  which 
were  recovered,  as  stated  elsewhere,  were  twenty-six  unre- 
corded deeds  of  lands  in  Hull  and  Hingham,  some  as  early 
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as  1744,  which  have  been  duly  recorded  at  the  Plymouth 
registry,  and  one  of  land  in  Cohassct,  recorded  at  tlie  Nor- 
folk registry.  One  unrecorded  deed  to  the  town  of  Ames- 
bury,  dated  1722,  and  tliree  to  the  West  Parish  in  Amesbury 
(now  Merrimac),  of  lands  for  the  use  of  the  ministry,  or  for 
a  burial  place,  have  been  placed  on  record  at  Salem. 

What  is  to  be  done  with  the  mass  of  papers  to  be  preserved 
is  a  serious  problem.  Many  of  them  have  been  so  long 
neglected  that  they  are  crumpled,  torn,  mutilated,  and,  when 
I  find  them,  decaying.  To  put  them  in  condition  for  ex- 
amination and  reference  "  will  entail  a  great  deal  of  time  for 
which  some  one  should  be  compensated. 

They  are  full  of  historical  information,  and  in  many  cases 
are  probably  all  that  is  in  existence  to  bear  evidence  to  cer- 
tain facts.  Revolutionary  papers  —  rolls,  receipts  for  pay 
and  equipment,  for  transporting  ammunition  or  men,  oaths 
of  allegiance,  etc. — are  numerous.  I  fear  that  until  the 
State  establishes  a  public-record  office,  to  which  such  matter 
shall  be  brought  for  careful  and  methodical  handling,  little 
can  be  looked  for  in  the  wa}^  of  improvement,  if  the  papers 
are  even  preserved. 

General  Information  Upon  Records. 
The  following  additional  information  in  regard  to  the 
records  has  been  obtained  since  the  report  for  1896  was 
issued :  — 

County  of  Barnstable. 

Chatham.  A  volume  of  the  records  of  the  "  Proprietors  of  the  com- 
mon and  undivided  lands  in  Chatham,"  beginning  April  28,  1713,  has 
been  found.  The  records  are  chiefly  for  the  years  1713,  1714,  1742,  and 
1749,  with  one  meeting  in  1758  and  one  in  1787. 

Harwich.  A  very  dilapidated  volume  of  the  records  of  the  Proprie- 
tors of  the  Seven  Share  Purchase  of  tlie  lands  of  the  Sipsons,  from  Sept. 
7,  1713,  to  May  8,  1824,  has  been  recovered  and  rebound  by  the  Emery 
silk  process. 

County  of  Berkshire. 

Adams.  The  records  of  the  East  Iloosuck  Proprietors,  from  1765  to 
1773,  for  which  search  has  been  made  for  several  years,  have  been  recov- 
ered, and  are  in  the  possession  of  the  city  clerk  of  Xorth  Adams,  who  has 
had  blue  print  copies  of  the  plottinfrs  in  the  volume  made. 

Lee.  Records  of  the  llophmd  District,  from  April  12,  1791,  to  April 
5, 1889,  have  been  recovered. 
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County  of  Essex. 

Bradford.  All  records  delivered  to  the  city  of  Ilaverliill,  upon  an- 
nexation. 

County  of  Hampden. 

Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace.  A  volume  lias  been 
added  to  the  series  of  records,  containing  a  copy  of  the  records  of  this 
court  from  March  4,  1707,  to  March  2,  1714,  copied  from  a  volume  of 
deeds  of  Hampshire  County. 

Registry  of  Deeds.  Copies  of  tlie  following  proprietors'  records 
are  now  in  the  registry :  — 

Brimfield:  One  volume  of  land  grants,  1731  to  1824.  Chester:  One 
volume,  containing  copies  of  one  volume  of  land  grants,  highwa3^s,  and 
bridges,  17G2  to  1784,  and  of  one  of  highways  and  bridges,  1790  to  1811. 
Springfield :  one  volume,  containing  copies  of  two  volumes  of  Outward 
Commons,  March  20,  lG99,to  1799,  and  of  three  volumes  of  Inward  Com- 
mons, from  Jan.  28,  1714,  to  Dec.  25,  1813.  Westjietd:  one  volume,  con- 
taining copies  of  one  volume  of  land  grants  and  highways,  16G7  to  1830, 
and  of  one  1706  to  1794. 

SouTHWiCK.  There  is  a  volume  containing  marriage  intentions,  from 
1771  to  1810,  and  deaths  from  1771  to  1796  ;  another  volume  of  births  by 
families,  from  1801  to  1845.  The  more  recent  records  of  marriages  and 
deaths  begin  in  1845,  and  not  as  reported,  in  1885. 

County  of  Norfolk. 

Dedham.  The  volume  called  Rebellion  Record  was  anonymously 
sent  to  the  town  office. 

Walpole.  a  pamphlet  record  with  the  following  title  has  been  dis- 
covered :  "  This  book  Contains  an  account  of  the  service,  Each  Man 
hath  done  in  the  Town  of  Walpole  Since  the  Commencement  of  the 
Present  War  (viz)  from  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  to  the  1st  of  April,  1778." 
This  was  not,  as  the  title  implies,  home  service. 

County  of  Plymouth. 

Hanover.  A  small  book,  containing  intentions  of  marriage,  from 
1841  to  1857,  and  marriages  for  1841,  1842,  and  1843,  was  purchased  at 
auction  in  New  York  about  twenty  years  ago  by  Hon.  Jedediah  Dwelley, 
and  is  with  the  records. 

Hull.  The  following  records  have  been  recovered:  Proprietors' 
records,  1714  to  1761,  1812  to  1872  ;  and  their  treasurer's  record,  1844  to 
1872 ;  eighteen  valuation  lists  for  various  years,  from  1741  to  1817 ; 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  town  meeting  warrants,  and  many  miscellaneous 
papers. 

County  of  Suffolk. 
County  Court.    A  volume  of  records  of  tliis  court,  from  Oct.  31, 1671, 
to  April  1,  1680,  has  been  found  in  private  possession. 
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iNFERioii  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  One  volume  of  this  court,  called 
"Fifth  Book  of  Executions,"  from  Nov.  3,  1763,  to  Nov.  1771,  was 
found  in  the  same  possession. 

Notarial  Records.  The  records  of  the  following  notaries  public 
were  found  in  the  same  possession :  William  Aspinwall,  1044  to  1651 ; 
Samuel  Tyley,  April  2,  1730,  to  Feb.  28,  1744 ;  Ezekiel  Goldthwait,  Dec. 
2,  1748,  to  March  11,  1754;  Ezekiel  Trice,  June,  1754,  to  Aug.  22,  1780. 

Boston.  A  list  of  the  Real  and  Personal  Estates  of  the  Inliabitants 
of  Dorchester,  dated  May  1,  1749,  recovered  from  private  possession. 

County  of  Worcester. 
Douglas.   A  volume  of  the  records  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Common 
and  Undivided  Lands  l^^ing  on  the  west  side  of  New  Sherburne,  begin- 
ning Feb.  8,  1745,  has  been  recovered. 

Assessors'  Kecords. 

In  my  examination  of  tlic  old  papers  in  the  towns  I  still 
find  early  valuation  lists.  These  have  been  the  most  neg- 
lected of  the  records,  and  from  their  rough  handling  have 
become  very  dilapidated.  Little  can  be  expected  in  the  way 
of  improvement  in  their  condition  until  some  system  exists 
by  which  some  one  can  be  compensated  for  putting  them  in 
order  for  binding. 

Owing  to  the  custom  prevailing  in  the  smaller  towns  of 
allowing  the  chairman  of  the  board  of  assessors  to  keep  the 
valuation  lists  at  his  residence,  they  have  become  widely 
scattered,  and  many  later  than  1860,  when  the  present  form 
of  book  was  furnished  by  the  State,  are  not  to  be  found  in 
the  custody  of  the  present  assessors.  I  have  suggested  that 
strict  search  be  made  among  former  members  of  the  board, 
and  it  has  resulted  in  the  finding  of  many.  In  one  town  the 
lists  from  1800  to  1826  disappeared  four  or  five  years  ago, 
during  the  pendency  of  a  pauper  settlement  suit,  and  uiuler 
the  divided  responsibility  in  regard  to  the  custody  of  the 
records  prior  to  this  year,  no  one  person  can  be  held 
responsible. 

The  following  lists  have  not  been  before  reported :  — 

Coiuity  of  Berkshire. 
Clarksburg,  ,   .   ♦   From  1799  to  1814,  inclusive,  in  one  volume  with- 
out covers ;  from  18:38  to  1860,  inclusive,  in 
pamphlets;  for  l.s(3l,  1S(;2,  and  1804  ;  from  1873 
to  1881,  inclusive,  and  from  1887. 
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Williamstown,  .  .  From  1850  to  1854,  inclusive,  in  one  volume ;  for 
1858,  1859,  and  18G0  in  one;  and  in  separate 
books  from  18G1. 


County  of  Essex. 

Newbury,    .    .    .   Nearly  complete  in  small  pamphlets  from  1796  to 
1830.    Complete  in  volumes  since. 


County  of  Franklin. 
Erving,  .  .  ,  .  For  Erving's  Grant  for  1815  and  1819,  and  from 
1822  to  1838,  inclusive.  For  the  town  of  Erving 
for  1839;  1843  to  1860,  inclusive;  and  from 
1866.  The  lists  for  1861,  1862,  and  1863  were 
burned  sufliciently  to  destroy  all  but  tlie  names, 
and  those  for  1864  and  1865  were  i)robably 
wholly  destroyed. 

Greenfield,  .  .  .  From  1786  to  1819,  inclusive ;  not  before  reported. 
Leverett,  ....   From  1804  to  1849,  a  few  occasional  years  being 

missing,  and  from  1860. 
Monroe,  ....    From  1847  to  1866,  inclusive,  in  two  volumes.  For 

1880,  1885,  and  1887.   (Others  are  undoubtedly 

in  the  town.) 
New  Salem, .    .    .    From  1850. 

Rowe,  Nearly  complete  from  1787.    Those  to  18.')2  are  in 

sheets,  and  some  dates  are  uncertain. 

Shutesbury,  .  .  .  From  1763  to  1800,  inclusive,  and  from  1826.  Those 
from  1801  to  1825  have  recently  disap])eared. 

Wendell,  ....  For  a  few  occasional  years  prior  to  1835,  and  com- 
X)lete  from  tliat  date,  excepting  1885  and  1890. 

County  of  Ilampdcn. 
Southwick,  ...   In  pamphlets  from  1800  to  1817,  inclusive ;  for  1820 ; 

from  1825  to  1829,  inclusive ;  for  1837 ;  from 
1842  to  1847,  inclusive ;  for  1852 ;  and  in  vol- 
umes from  1854. 


Walpole,  . 


County  of  Norfolk. 
Missing  lists  for  1820  to  1824,  inclusive,  found. 


County  of  Plymouth. 

Hull,  For  1741,  1747,  1749,  1753,  1755,  1757,  1758,  1759, 

1761,  1762,  1771,  1773,  and  1781  recently  found. 

Pembroke,  .  .  .  For  1809,  1814,  and  1819;  from  1821  to  1825,  inclu- 
sive; from  1827  to  1832,  inclusive;  and  from 
1845. 

Plymouth,    ,    .    .   For  1749,  1774,  and  apparently  complete  from  1816. 
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Hubbardston, 
Princeton, 


County  of  Worcester. 
Complete  in  bound  volumes  from  1794. 
Complete  from  1799,  in  volumes. 


pROrKIETORS'  EeCORDS. 


I  would  again  urge  the  county  commissioners  to  cause  the 
copying  of  the  proprietors'  records  for  deposit  in  the  regis- 
tries of  deeds.  All  of  those  obtainable  in  Plymouth  and 
Hampden  counties,  and  in  the  towns  in  the  Southern  Berk- 
shire Registry  District  have  been  copied  ;  and  if  conveyancers 
generally  knew  of  the  existence  of  the  proprietors'  records  in 
the  various  towns,  many  of  them  containing  plottings  of  the 
early  lots,  I  feel  confident  they  would  urge  the  copying 
"wdiich  the  county  commissioners  m.aij  authorize. 

The  recovery  of  the  records  of  the  proprietors  of  East 
Hoosuck,  from  1765  to  1773,  elsewhere  mentioned,  is  a  good 
illustration  of  what  is  possible  in  this  direction.  These  were 
missing  in  1885,  and  have  been  traced  from  the  person  last 
known  to  have  had  them,  through  several  hands,  to  the 
house  of  a  person  recentlj^  deceased,  where  the  city  clerk  of 
North  Adams  secured  them. 

Terms  of  City  and  To^^^sr  Clerks. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  urged  that  the  terms  of  office 
of  the  city  and  town  clerks  be  at  least  three  years,  and  each 
year  presents  new  evidence  of  the  folly  of  electing  a  clerk 
for  but  one.  To  one  unfamiliar  with  the  duties  of  a  town 
clerk,  they  seem  few  and  simple.  To  record  the  doings  of 
the  town  meeting,  look  after  the  ballots  and  returns  of  elec- 
tions, and  record  the  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  for  which 
he  gets  his  fees,  is  probably  supposed  to  be  the  extent  of  his 
duty.  If  this  were  all,  it  would  be  sufficient  argument  for  a 
longer  term  than  one  year ;  for,  while  it  must  be  that  there 
will  be  a  first  time  for  every  clerk  to  record  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting,  so  much  depends  upon  the  reliability  and  com- 
pleteness of  a  record  that  experience  counts  for  much,  and 
the  first  times  should  be  as  few  as  possible. 

The  validity  of  an  election  largely  rests  upon  the  town 
clerk,  and,  with  our  complicated  and  constantly  changing 
election  law,  experience  is  absolutely  necessary  for  exact 
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compliance  with  its  provisions.  The  clerk  is  expected  to 
know  the  law,  and  is  looked  to  for  its  proper  carrying 
out. 

The  recording  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  is  not  the 
simple  matter  it  seems.  The  clerk  must  see  that  the  returns 
are  made,  and  properly  made,  and  that  requires  knowledge 
of  the  law.  He  will  lind  that  a  large  part  of  the  births  are 
not  returned,  and  that  very  many  of  all  returns  are  incom- 
plete and  incorrect.  He  must  know  how  to  proceed  in  such 
cases,  and  nothing  can  teach  him  so  well  as  experience. 
But,  aside  from  the  duties  which  come  under  the  three 
classes,  —  recording  proceedings  of  meetings,  directing  elec- 
tions, and  recording  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  — he  must 
fill  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  board  of  registrars  of 
voters,  a  constantly  changing  board,  where  if  the  clerk  is 
new  there  may  be  no  one  of  experience  to  direct  the  work, 
or  to  decide  the  perplexing  questions  arising  in  the  mind 
of  a  novice,  many  of  which  have. arisen  and  been  decided 
for  previous  boards.  Here  experience  is  of  the  greatest 
value. 

Beyond  this,  there  are  about  one  hundred  minor  duties. 
He  must  record  appointments,  locations  of  sign-boards, 
licenses,  petitions  and  orders,  regulations  of  the  board  of 
health,  etc.  Many  of  these  matters  must  be  recorded  within 
a  specified  time,  or  the  riglits  of  the  town  or  of  individuals 
will  be  jeopardized.  All  sorts  of  returns,  notifications,  and 
receipts  must  be  sent  to  State  departments,  count}'  commis- 
sioners, clerks  of  courts,  and  clerks  of  other  towns,  many  of 
them  within  a  specified  time,  or  the  validity  of  certain  pro- 
ceedings will  be  impaired.  Indexes  to  many  of  the  records 
are  required,  and  these  require  time  and  experience.  That 
any  one  can  be  supposed  to  fiimiliarize  himself  with  all  these 
duties  in  a  year  is  absurd.  It  is  more  than  absurd  to  suppose 
that  he  ivill^  w^hen  the  chances  are  about  even  that  he  is  to  go 
out  of  office  at  the  end  of  the  year,  because  the  national  politi- 
cal party  to  which  he  belongs  may  cast  a  few  less  votes  at  the 
next  town  meeting  than  it  did  at  the  last,  when  he  was  elected, 
and  some  experienced  clerk  turned  out  of  office. 

One  of  the  clerks  longest  in  service  says  his  unwritten 
records"  arc  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  town,  and  ho 
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cites  a  time  during  recruiting  for  the  re))ellion  where  the 
selectmen  admitted  that  his  knowledge  saved  the  town 
$15,000. 

The  question  may  arise,  what  has  this  to  do  with  *'the 
custody  and  condition  "  of  the  records,  Avhich  is  my  province. 
Indirectly  something,  for  if  the  clerk  has  not  known  his  duty 
he  will  not  have  certain  books  and  files  of  papers  in  his 
custody,  as  he  should,  and  it  becomes  my  duty  to  know  why. 
But,  as  the  records  sufler  from  the  short  terms  of  clerks,  I 
consider  it  well  to  set  forth  any  arguments  for  longer  terms, 
and  consequent  better  care  of  the  records. 

Clerks  of  the  courts  and  registers  of  probate  are  elected 
for  five  years,  and  registers  of  deeds  for  three  ;  and  I  see  no 
good  reason  why  city  and  town  clerks,  performing  duties  of 
a  similar  character,  should  not  have  at  least  a  term  of  three 
years. 

The  only  objection  I  have  ev^er  heard  is  that  a  poor  clerk 
had  better  serve  one  year  than  three ;  but  to  that  there  are 
several  answers.  First,  if  an  unsuitable  person  had  the 
political  influence  necessary  to  be  elected  once,  he  very  likely 
would  be  again.  Second,  a  person  who  could  not  learn  the 
duties  in  time  would  not  be  likely  to  be  elected,  and  any  per- 
son who  could  would  be  a  better  clerk  each  succeeding  year, 
and  perhaps  better  in  his  second  and  third  years  than  a 
more  capable  person  in  his  first.  Third,  a  great  part  of  the 
records  in  the  custody  of  the  clerk,  are  seldom  referred  to. 
These  had  much  better  remain  in  the  custody  of  ever  so  poor 
a  clerk  for  three  years  than  to  be  carried  from  place  to  place 
as  the  clerks  change,  with  the  wear  and  tear,  and  risk  of  loss 
in  transit,  or,  vrhat  has  happened  time  and  again,  their  loss 
by  being  left  in  the  possession  of  the  ex-clerk. 

It  is  true  that  in  the  greater  part  of  the  towns  the  clerks  are 
re-elected  year  after  year,  without  opposition  ;  but  it  is  also 
true  that  there  is  a  tendency  toward  opposing  nominations, 
especially  if  the  parties  become  more  nearly  of  equal  num- 
bers. If  some  local  issue  arises,  and  the  clerk,  exercising 
bis  right  as  a  citizen,  takes  an  active  part,  he  is  liable  to 
be  opposed  at  the  town  meeting,  his  efficiency  as  a  clerk 
counting  for  naught,  and  under  the  temporary  excitement  he 
is  defeated.    This  mi<j:ht  have  been  for<:otten  ])cfore  the  end 
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of  a  longer  term  was  reached,  and  he  would  not  have  been 
opposed. 

The  law  requires  the  clerks  to  see  that  certain  persons  — 
physicians,  undertakers,  parents,  and  others  —  comply  with 
certain  laws,  and  that  they  are  prosecuted  if  they  do  not. 
This  the  clerks  liave  rarely  done,  not  wishing  to  incur  the 
enmity  of  their  townsmen,  and  endanger  their  own  election. 
If  they  insist  upon  compliance  Avith  the  law  (and  their  duty 
to  do  so  is  now  more  imperative  than  formerly),  there  will 
be  more  opposing  nominations. 

In  the  cities  the  objections  to  annual  elections  are  eciuaiiy 
strong,  though  somewhat  diilcrent,  and  the  tendency  is  toward 
party  nominations.  For  thirty  years  the  people  of  Boston 
expected  Mr.  ]\lcClcary  to  be  city  clerk,  as  confidently  as 
they  expected  the  organization  of  the  city  government ;  but 
since  his  retirement  in  1882  there  have  been  five  clerks, 
some  of  them  elected  after  bitter  fights,  simply  because  some 
one  else,  or  some  faction,  wanted  the  office.  In  Woburn,  not 
yet  ten  years  a  city,  there  have  been  three  clerks,  the  city 
council  balloting  on  one  occasion  over  eighty  times,  the 
majority  trying  with  various  candidates  to  prevent  the  re- 
election of  the  incumbent,  in  which  they  succeeded.  Pitts- 
field,  which  has  just  held  its  ninth  election  as  a  city,  has 
already  made  four  changes,  and  as  the  result  of  the  last  elec- 
tion a  daily  paper  says,  **  The   s  will  control  the  city 

council  on  joint  ballot  by  one  majority,  and  this  will  mean 
a  fight  for  the  clerkship." 

Lawrence  has  made  five  changes  since  1883.  The  pro- 
ceedings last  year  called  forth  severe  condemnation  from  the 
press  of  the  State.  The  aldermen  declined  to  go  into  joint 
convention,  alleging  intimidation  by  the  proposed  use  of 
colored  ballots,  and  the  common  council  alone  elected  a  city 
clerk.  The  city  clerk  refused  to  vacate  his  office,  and  under 
guard  of  the  police  held  the  office  until  the  supreme  court 
decided  there  had  been  no  legal  election,  when,  at  the  end 
of  a  contest  lasting  twenty-three  days,  he  was  elected.  As 
these  words  are  written  another  political  contest  for  the  office 
is  probable. 

Lowell  has  made  five  changes  since  1882,  and  in  18D3  could 
make  no  choice,  the  vote  being  a  tie.    Last  year,  under  a 
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new  charter,  the  mayor  appointed  the  incumbent  and  the 
supreme  court  decided  the  appointment  legal.  A  new  statute 
makes  the  office  elective,  and  it  will  again  be  a  political  foot 
ball. 

In  contrast  to  these  cities  are  Fall  Eiver,  with  the  same 
clerk  for  thirty-three  years ;  Newbuiyport,  with  no  change 
for  twenty-seven  ;  Gloucester,  Salem,  Haverhill,  and  others 
where  the  clerks  seem  to  serve  for  life,  or  as  long  as  they 
desire,  and  where  they  have  ])ecome  *Mvalking  encyclope- 
dias "  on  city  affairs,  to  be  consulted  alike  by  members  of 
the  government  and  the  people. 

Frequent  allusions  are  made  in  the  press  from  time  to  time 
during  the  year  to  the  animosities  aroused  by  these  contests, 
and  a  clerk  feels  hampered,  knowing  he  is  being  regarded  as 
a  political  office  holder,  and  aUuded  to  as  a  ''yearling." 

If  a  large  majoi'it}^  of  the  cities  and  towns,  among  them 
some  of  the  admittedly  loest  governed,  find  continuous  service 
of  the  clerks  advisable,  it  would  seem  that  the  Legislature 
might  establish  this  as  the  policy  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  oblige  all  cities  and  towns  to  elect  for  longer  terms. 

Church  and  Parish  Records. 

My  search  for  records  of  extinct  churches  and  societies, 
which,  should  have  been  deposited  with  the  city  and  town 
clerks,  has  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  more  extinct  churches  than  were  reported  in  1885,  mak- 
ing a  little  over  five  hundred  thus  far  discovered. 

The  records  of  only  about  forty  of  these  are  with  the  city 
and  town  clerks,  where  they  should  be  ;  many  are  known  to 
have  been  burned,  but  no  information  can  be  obtained  about 
the  greater  part.  They  have  doubtless  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  proper  officers,  who  perhaps  held  them  waiting 
for  formal  dissolution,  until,  that  time  never  coming,  they 
were  lost. 

There  are  at  present  many  churches  claiming  existence  but 
holding  no  services,  and  their  records  are  more  than  likely 
to  go  the  way  of  so  many  others.  I  would,  tlierefore,  again 
urge  the  passage  of  the  following  bill,  which  was  defeated  ia 
its  final  stage  in  1894  :  — 
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An  Act  to  trovide  for  the  custody  of  the  records  of  a 
religious  society,  church,  parish,  or  association  for 
religious  worship,  which  has  ceased  to  hold  religious 
meetings. 

Section  1.  When  a  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting  of  the  people  called  Friends  or  Quakers,  or  any  body  of 
persons,  who  have  associated  themselves  together  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  meetings  for  religious  worship,  shall  cease  for  a  term 
of  two  years  to  hold  religious  meetings  regularly,  the  persons 
having  the  care  of  any  of  the  records  or  registries  of  such  church, 
parish,  religious  society,  monthly  meeting,  or  association,  or  of 
any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly  meeting,  or  associa- 
tion connected  therewith,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  the  clerk 
of  the  city  or  town  in  which  such  church,  parish,  religious  society, 
monthly  meeting  or  association  is  situated,  and  such  clerk  may 
certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  2.  Every  person  having  any  records  of  the  deacons, 
church  wardens,  trustees,  overseers,  or  other  similar  ollicers,  of 
any  of  the  assemblies  or  associations  aforesaid,  by  whatever  name 
called,  shall  deliver  all  such  records  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  such  assembly  or  association  is  situated,  and  such 
clerk  may  certify  copies  thereof. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  church,  parish,  religious  society,  monthly 
meeting,  or  association,  the  records  or  registries  of  which,  or  of 
any  officers  of  which,  have  been  so  delivered,  shall  resume  regular 
religious  meetings  under  its  former  name,  or  shall  be  legally 
incorporated  with  some  church,  parish,  religious  society,  or 
monthly  meeting,  the  clerk  of  said  city  or  town  shall,  upon  de- 
mand made  in  writing  by  a  duly  authorized  person,  deliver  such 
records  or  registries  to  such  person  :  provided,  however,  that  said 
person  shall,  in  writing,  certify  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief  said  religious  meetings  are  to  be  regularly  continued, 
or  such  incorporation  has  been  legally  completed. 

Sect.  4.  Every  person  who,  after  demand  made  by  the  clerk 
entitled  by  law  to  have  possession  of  the  records  or  registries 
aforesaid,  wrongfully  detains  the  same,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars. 

I  would  again  urirc  the  church  and  parish  ofhcers  to  see 
that  their  records  are  more  safely  kept.  Any  of  the  towns 
having  vaults  would  provide  safe  storage  for  them,  and  ihcy 
should  in  all  cases  be  in  safes  or  vaults.    The  records  of  the 
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ancient  church  in  Burh'ngton,  from  1735,  were  burned  in  a 
dwelling-house  within  the  last  year. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a  list  of  churches,  parishes, 
precincts,  and  religious  societies  in  the  Commonwealth, 
present  and  past,  with  historical  data  concerning  them,  and 
an  introduction  explaining  the  presentation. 

School  District  Eecords. 

Among  the  records  more  than  likely  to  have  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  clerks  who  wrote  them  are  the  school  district 
records.  With  the  papers  which  are  going  to  destruction  in 
the  old  receptacles  in  the  towns  I  fmd  papers  relating  to  the 
school  districts,  but  seldom  books  of  record.  Inasmuch  as 
the  law  required  the  inhabitants  of  each  school  district  to 
choose  a  clerk,  who  was  to  be  sworn,  and  was  required  to 
**make  a  fair  record  of  all  votes  passed  at  meetings  of  the 
district,"  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  many  such  records 
were  made  and  the  record  books  have  existed. 

Various  provisions  in  the  school  district  law,  and  lack  of 
specific  provisions,  have  rendered  these  records  more  liable 
to  loss  than  others.  Districts  in  contiguous  towns  were 
allowed  to  unite,  and  a  clerk  of  the  new  district  was  elected. 
If  he  commenced  a  new  record,  both  the  other  record  books 
were  likely  to  remain  in  private  possession  as  there  was  no 
law  concerning  their  custody.  If  he  had  been  clerk  of  one 
of  the  town  districts,  and  continued  the  record  of  the  united 
district  in  the  books  he  formerly  used,  the  record  of  the  other 
town  district  would  have  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  ex-clerk. 

Upon  the  abolition  of  the  school  district  system  in  a  town, 
the  town  was  to  take  possession  of  all  the  property  which  the 
districts  might  lawfully  convey."  As  records  would  not 
come  under  that  designation,  and  no  mention  was  made  of 
them  in  the  law,  there  was  no  obligation  upon  anyone  to 
place  them  in  the  custody  of  the  town.  The  consequence 
has  been  that  persons  finding  them  have  not  known  what  dis- 
position to  make  of  them.  Some  have  been  given  to  the 
town  clerks,  some  to  a  member  of  the  school  committee,  care 
occasionally  having  been  taken  to  give  them  to  the  secretary 
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of  the  board.  As  a  rule,  however,  the}^  have  remained  in 
possession  of  former  clerks,  or  their  descendants. 

Under  section  3  of  chapter  439  of  the  Acts  of  1897  these 
records  would  undoubtedly  belong  in  the  custody  of  the  town 
clerk,  or  city  clerk  if  the  town  has  become  a  city,  and  per- 
sons having  such  in  their  possession  are  urged  to  place  them 
with  the  clerk.  Such  as  were  fully  kept  will  be  found  to 
contain  much  valuable  information  in  regard  to  the  schools, 
and  occasionally  the  births  of  the  children  will  be  found  to 
have  been  recorded.  These  may  be  valuable  as  supplement- 
ing the  incomplete  records  of  births  kept  in  past  years. 

I  have  seen  returns  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  whereon  the  town  clerk  had  made  the  en- 
dorsement that  no  returns  of  births  were  received  from  the 
committee  of  "the  other"  districts,  and  I  assume  this  had 
reference  to  some  custom  or  law  by  which  the  records  of  the 
births  of  school  children  reached  the  clerk,  although  I  have 
not  inquired  into  it.  If  such  w^ere  the  custom  the  district 
records  may  become  extremely  important. 

Fires. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  say  under  this  heading  that  the 
year  has  not  seen  the  destruction  or  injury  of  any  records ; 
but  I  cannot,  for  on  the  23d  of  April  last  the  historic  Sewall 
house  in  Burlington  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the 
records  in  the  town  clerk's  safe  were  injured  to  an  extent 
requiring  new  bindings.  But  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  I 
had  required  the  town  of  Burlington  to  provide  additional 
safe  room,  and  a  very  large  safe  at  the  town  hall  contained  a 
quantity  of  records  and  papers  which  had  been  unprotected 
in  this  house. 

In  Revere  the  building  of  a  new  vault  and  the  providing 
of  additional  safes  saved  records  and  papers  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  destroyed  when  the  town  hall  was 
burned  Jan.  20,  1897. 

In  Marlborough,  the  block  in  which  the  city  clerk  formerly 
kept  his  records  was  burned,  but  the  records  had  been  re- 
moved to  new  fire-proof  quarters  in  the  city  hall. 
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Safes. 

The  ability  of  a  safe  to  protect  its  contents  depends  so 
largely  upon  circumstances  that  it  is  difficult  to  decide  what 
is  a  suitable  safe.  The  size  and  material  of  the  building  in 
which  it  is  located,  its  position  as  respects  falling,  and  the 
absence  or  presence  of  a  fire  department,  all  need  to  be  con- 
sidered ;  and,  while  I  have  serious  doubts  in  some  cases,  I 
am  so  well  aware  that  in  many  the  requiring  a  new  safe  to  be 
purchased  will  be  a  hardship  to  a  town  already  burdened  with 
debt,  I  reluctantly  allow  chances  to  betaken,  as  business  men 
do  with  their  property.  Thus  far,  where  I  had  doubt,  the 
bindings  only  have  been  injured. 

One  condemned  safe  sold  for  $1.75  and  the  other  for  $5 
when  a  town  moved  its  records  into  vaults,  and  these  were 
a  fair  sample  of  many  of  the  town  safes  when  I  commenced 
my  inspection. 

Copying. 

The  copying  of  the  most  ancient  records  must  still  be  post- 
poned. Chapter  439  of  the  Acts  of  1897  retains  the  old  pro- 
vision for  the  attesting  of  copies  by  the  person  having  the 
custody  of  them.  I  have  repeatedly  set  forth  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  this  provision,  as  only  a  few  experts  can  read  the 
ancient  chirography,  and  the  attestation  to  the  truth  of  a 
copy  by  a  person  who  has  not  read  and  cannot  read  the 
original  is  a  falsehood.  The  copyists  should  be  experts, 
sworn  to  the  truthfulness  of  their  copies,  and  their  attesta- 
tion should  be  sufficient.  This  was  allowable  in  the  regis- 
tries of  deeds,  but  the  provision  was  repealed  by  chapter  439, 
referred  to. 

Printing. 

Copying  preparatory  to  printing  records  is  being  carried 
on  in  several  of  the  towns.  Blackstone,  Hopedale,  Mendon, 
Milford,  Northbridge,  and  Uxbridge  are  to  share  in  the  ex- 
pense of  printing  the  records  of  the  Proprietors  of  Mendon, 
the  parent  town,  and  this  action  is  commended  to  other 
towns. 
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How  insignificant  would  be  the  cost  of  printing  the  early 
records  of  Springfield,  for  instance,  to  her  and  her  children 
(Westfield,  Wilbraham,  West  Springfield,  Ludlow,  Long- 
meadow,  Chicopee)  and  her  grandchildren  (Russell,  South- 
wick,  Hampden,  Agawam,  Hol^'oke,  and  East  Longmeadow) . 

The  earliest  records  could  soon  be  printed  at  trifling  ex- 
pense to  any  one  town,  if  the  towns  would  enter  into  such 
equitable  arrangements. 

The  printing  by  the  town  of  Weston  of  its  early  tax  lists 
is  a  good  example  for  other  ancient  towns  to  follow.  The 
Worcester  publications,  below  mentioned,  complete  the 
records  for  the  period  when  AVorcester  was  a  town. 

The  following  have  been  added,  since  the  last  report,  to 
the  records  printed  by  the  cities  and  towns  :  — 

FiTCHBURG.  The  Proprietors'  Records  of  the  Town  of  Lunen- 
burg, including  Fitchburg  and  part  of  Ashby,  1729-1833.  Com- 
piled by  AYalter  A.  Davis,  city  clerk,  Fitchburg,  1897. 

Weston.  The  Tax  Lists,  1757-1827.  Edited  by  Miss  Mary 
Frances  Peirce.    Boston,  1897. 

Worcester.  Worcester  Town  Records,  1833-1844.  Edited 
by  Franklin  P.  Rice.  Worcester,  1895.  Nos.  48,  49,  50,  of  the 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity  Collections.    Worcester,  1895. 

Town  Halls. 

-  A  number  of  the  towns  have  had  library  buildings  given 
to  them  by  former  or  present  townsmen  or  townswomen. 
Some  of  the  donors  have  been  thoughtful  enough  to  provide 
for  town  offices  in  these,  w^ith  spacious  vanlts,  and  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  to  any  having  in  mind  such  a  gift  to 
a  small  town  where  there  is  little  probability  of  the  erection 
of  a  separate  building  for  a  town  hall,  to  include  this  pro- 
vision, as  making  the  gift  doubly  valuable.  If  a  codicil  to 
a  will  is  needed  to  carry  out  the  provision,  I  trust  it  will  be 
speedily  added. 


ROBERT  T.  SWAN, 

Commissioner, 


Chuiiches,  Pahisiies, 
PnEciisrcTS,  and  Eeligious  Societies, 

PHESENT  AND  PAST, 

IN 

massachusetts. 
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The  duty  imposed  upon  the  commissioner,  authorized  by  chap- 
ter 65  of  the  Resolves  of  1884,  was  to  report  upon  the  custody 
and  condition  of  the  public  records  of  the  parishes,  towns,  and 
counties  of  the  Commonwealth.  Parislies  and  churches  are  so 
intimately  related  that  it  became  necessary  to  pursue  investiga- 
tion by  consulting  the  persons  having  the  custody  of  the  records 
coming  under  the  general  term  church.  It  was  soon  apparent 
that  the  distinction  between  church,  parish,  and  religious  society 
had  not  impressed  itself  upon  the  greater  part  of  the  custodians 
of  those  records.  3Ioreover,  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  terms 
church,  parish,  precinct,  and  society  in  the  laws  and  records  from 
the  earliest  days  of  the  colonies  to  the  present  time  had  made  it 
well  nigh  impossible  for  a  person  having  the  distinction  in  mind 
to  decide  upon  designations  and  dates.  In  many  cases  the  clerk 
of  an  ancient  church  had  no  knowledge  of  the  early  records  of 
the  parish  formerly  connected  with  it,  those  being  found  in  the 
custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  town  wiiich  had  succeeded  the  parish. 

When,  therefore,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  333  of  the 
Acts  of  1892  it  became  my  duty  "to  take  such  action  as  may  be 
necessary  to  put  the  public  records  of  the  counties,  cities,  towns, 
churches,  parishes,  or  religious  societies  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
the  custody  and  condition  contemplated  by  the  various  laws  relat- 
ing to  such  records,  and  to  secure  their  preservation,"  more  defi- 
nite information  was  needed  concerning  them,  esi)ecially  with  the 
end  in  view  of  having  the  records  of  extinct  churches  and  societies 
placed  in  the  custody  of  the  town  clerks. 

An  attempt  to  obtain  the  information  regarding  the  records  of 
the  churches,  parishes,  and  religious  societies  was  made  by  means 
of  a  circular  sent  to  the  pastor  of  every  organization  in  the  State, 
commonly  called  church.  This  asked  that  the  bhniik  wliich  was 
enclosed  should  be  handed  to  the  clerk  of  tlie  organization, 
whether  under  the  title  of  church,  parish,  or  society,  or  if  more 
thnn  one  existed  to  the  clerk  of  each,  for  the  return  of  certain 
information  asked  for.    In  answer  to  a  little  over  two  thousand 
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circulars  sent  out,  but  about  eight  hundred  replies  were  received. 
A  second  circular  was  then  sent  to  those  who  had  not  replied, 
and  a  considerable  number  more  replies  were  received,  but  it  soon 
became  apparent  that  this  method  would  not  procure  the  neces- 
sary information.  Moreover,  a  greater  part  of  the  replies  showed 
such  utter  ignorance  of  the  facts  asked  for  —  legal  name  of  the 
organization,  whether  incorporated  or  not,  and  especially  of  the 
distinction  between  church,  and  society  or  parish  —  that  no  depend- 
ence could  be  placed  upon  them.  ^luch  of  the  ignorance  came 
from  the  loss  of  old  records  or  the  incompleteness  of  later.  The 
investigation  was  finally  limited  to  the  seven  principal  denomina- 
tions, excepting  the  Roman  Catholic:  viz..  Baptist,  Congrega- 
tional, Methodist  Episcopal,  Protestant  P^piscopal,  Unitarian,  and 
Universalist,  as  the  oldest  churches  as  a  rule  were  to  be  found 
among  them,  and  because  it  was  inipossi])le  to  oljtain  lists  of  the 
organizations  of  some  of  the  minor  denominations.  The  presen- 
tation is  intended  to  include  all  the  churches  (so  called)  in  the 
yearly  lists  of  these  six  denominations. 

The  Roman  Catholic  cluu'ches,  though  ranking  fourth  in  num- 
ber in  the  State  in  18<S5,  have  been  omitted,  as  they  have  no  forjn 
of  organization  necessar}^  for  the  business  transactions  which  are 
a  part  of  the  life  of  other  denominations.  Services  are  held  with- 
out organization  or  incorporation,  and  the  replies  received  to 
inquiries  sent  out  made  it  apparent  that  to  have  included  these 
churches  would  have  been  to  have  presented  simply  a  list  of  them, 
each  under  its  present  and  only  name. 

So  many  persons  supposed  to  have  records  at  hand  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  facts  which  might  play  an  important  part  in 
legal  proceedings  (and  had  played  such  a  part  in  past  years,  as 
shown  in  many  of  the  cases  reported  in  the  ]Massachusetts  term 
reports)  .that  it  became  necessary  these  facts  should  be  estab- 
lished as  far  as  possible  by  research.  I  therefore  have,  at  sucli 
times  as  could  be  spared  from  more  urgent  work,  gathered  from 
various  sources  the  information  presented.  These  sources  have 
been  returns  upon  the  blanks  before  referred  to ;  town  and  church 
histories;  historical  addresses;  Abstracts  of  certificates  of  cor- 
porations," issued  annually  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Connnon- 
wealth ;  the  acts  of  the  Legislature ;  the  Massachusetts  term 
reports  ;  and  correspondence.  Church,  pai'ish,  and  society  records 
would  undoubtedly  furnish  much  more  information,  but  neither 
time  nor  money  has  been  available  for  tlie  labor  of  searching  for 
and  among  those. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  presentation  of  what  it  has  been  possible  to 
ascertain,  showing,  as  it  does,  how  much  is  lacking,  will  arouse 
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an  interest  in  the  subject  which  will  lead  persons  connected  with 
the  various  religious  bodies  of  the  Commonwealth  to  see  that  miss- 
ing records  are  searched  for,  and  their  various  organizations  put 
upon  a  legal  basis,  which  can  be  easily  done  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  404  of  the  Acts  of  18S7.  I  feel  sure  a  very  large  per- 
centage of  the  organizations  calling  themselves  churches  would 
find  it  impossible  to  take  action  in  business  matters  that  could  not 
be  set  aside  for  irregularity  or  illegality. 

That  much  information  is  wanting  a  casual  glance  at  the  suc- 
ceeding pages  will  show,  and  that  much  is  incorrect  is  more  than 
probable,  but  J  could  not  omit  it.  To  illustrate  :  upon  the  returns 
made  by  a  church  or  parish  clerk,  or  perhaps  by  both,  it  will  be 
stated  that  the  church  and  parish  Avere  organized  upon  the  same 
day,  and  both  incoi-porated  upon  that  day,  when  the  probabilities 
are  that  there  may  be  but  one  organization,  but,  if  two,  that 
neither  is  incorporated,  while  it  is  almost  cei-tain  that  both  are 
not.  Having  the  signatures  to  the  returns,  I  have  not  felt  at 
liberty  to  omit  the  statements. 

Much  of  the  information,  however,  is  absolutely  correct,  being 
taken  from  oflicial  data,  but  much  of  this  will  undoubtedly  be 
disputed,  being  at  variance  with  the  statements  returned,  and  to 
be  found  in  histories.  Some  of  these  statements  have  been 
genera],  such  as  the  quite  common  one  that  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal churches  are  never  incorporated,  or  that  there  were  no 
records  earlier  than  a  certain  date,  when  in  fact  many  of  these 
churches  have  been  incorporated,  and  extracts  from  earlier  records 
are  in  print.  In  many  cases  the  answer  to  the  asked  for  date  of 
incorporation  has  been  "never  incorporated,"  when  the  incorpora- 
tion, and  even  re-incorporation,  is  found  in  the  laws. 

Incorporated  names  returned  are  at  variance  with  those  in  the 
official  records,  the  carelessness  of  recording  otlicers,  or  the  loss 
of  records  probably  being  responsible  therefor.  Many  ditferences 
of  a  year  in  dates  will  appear,  persons  making  returns  not  under- 
standing the  method  of  double  dating  before  1752. 

The  accurate  ollicial  data  has  been  obtained  from  (1)  the  incor- 
porating acts,  many  of  which  have  been  found  in  the  manuscript 
volumes  of  the  General  Court  records;  (2)  from  acts  changing 
names,  where  both  the  new  and  former  names  appear;  (3)  from 
the  Massachusetts  law  reports,  where  the  legtd  name  has  been 
recited  in  a  suit,  or  the  suit  itself  may  have  been  upon  the  validity 
of  a  name;  and  (4)  from  certiiicates  liled  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Connnonwcalth. 

^lany  inconsistencies  will  be  noticed,  and  names  a])pear  whicii 
seem  to  contradict  the  theoi-y  of  a  distinction  between  church  and 
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society.  The  following  will  illustrate  this  point.  "The  Religious 
Society  in  Nautucket  known  as  the  First  Congregational  Church," 
and  the  "  Church  and  Parish  of  the  Confederate  Society  in  Salein," 
are  both  quotations  froju  the  laws.  "The  First  Congregational 
Society  in  Troy"  was  incorporated  Feb.  9,  1821,  yet  in  1845  the 
name  of  "The  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society  in  Troy" 
was  changed  to  "The  First  Congregational  Society  in  Fall  River." 
The  "New  Church  in  Charlestown"  was  incorporated  under  that 
name,  Feb.  11,  1819  ;  yet  when  the  name  was  changed,  ]\[arch  IG, 
1837,  to  "Harvard  Church  in  Charlestown,"  the  act  recited  the 
old  name  as  the  "New  Church  Society  in  Charlestown.".  In  the 
act  incorporating  "A  Religious  Society  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church,  by  the  name  of  Ti'inity  Church,"  in  Iiridgewater,  it 
is  enacted  "That  the  Wardens  and  A'estry  of  said  Trinity  Church, 
Society,  or  Parish,"  etc.    In  many  of  the  incorporating  acts  the 

phraseology  is  "  the  name  of  the  society  ahull  be  the  church." 

The  time  of  organization  of  the  churches  or  societies  was  found 
so  diflicult  to  decide  upon  tliat  no  dates  are  given,  but  the  best 
authenticated  date,  if  any  can  be  found,  when  an  organization 
assumed  a  distinct  existence,  follows  the  name  of  the  organiza- 
tion. Even  these  dates  have  been  very  ditlicult  to  fix  upon. 
Historians  widely  differ,  and  records  are  delicient.  In  the  earlier 
days  preaching  was  often  held  for  a  long  time  before  any  church 
was  formed,  and  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  preaching  has 
been  fixed  upon  as  the  beginning  of  the  church.  The  ordination 
of  the  first  minister  has  also  been  considered  the  date.  The 
date  of  formation  of  classes  for  public  worship,  especially  in 
the  Methodist-Episcopal  denomination,  or  the  commencement  of 
preaching  in  a  town  in  a  circuit,  is  sometimes  given  as  the  date  of 
organization. 

The  most  difficult  matter,  however,  has  been  to  decide  what 
existing  church  or  parish  is  entitled  to  be  considered  the  legal 
successor  of  an  original  church  or  parish,  from  Avhich  there  had 
been  a  secession,  or  where  a  church  or  society  had  become  virt- 
ually extinct  and  two  later  came  into  the  vicinity.  The  decision 
of  the  court  in  1820,  in  tlie  celebrated  Dedham  case  (10  ]Mass. 
488),  that  "an  adhering  minority  of  a  local  or  territorial  parish, 
and  not  a  seceding  majority,  constitutes  tlie  churcli  of  such  parish 
to  all  civil  puri)()ses,"  aroused  a  feeling  of  unjust  treatment  in 
the  majority  of  the  churcli-going  people,  and,  tliougli  they  were 
obliged  to  su))mit,  they  hekl  to  the  feeling  tliat  they  were  still  the 
church.  Cases  are  many  where  the  majority  of  a  parish  refused 
to  appi'opriate  money  to  pay  the  ministiM-  after  the  courts  had 
decided  they  must.    This  feeling  has  led  historians  to  claim  that 
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churches  newly  organized  by  the  "  seceding  majority"  were  in  fact 
the  original  church  in  tlie  parish,  and  entitled  to  the  ancient  date, 
when  by  the  letter  of  the  law  the  "adhering  minority,"  though, 
as  was  often  the  case,  consisting  of  but  two  or  three,  constituted 
the  original  church. 

Laying  aside  all  personal  opinion  as  to  the  justice  or  injustice 
of  this  decision,  and  discarding  the  denominational  prejudices  of 
town  or  church  historians,  1  have,  in  all  cases  where  the  question 
of  date  arose  from  division  in  a  church  or  parish,  applied  the 
decision  of  the  court  as  best  I  could.  AVhere  two  churches  have 
sprung  up  where  one  previously  existed  I  have  assumed  that  the 
church  having  the  original  records  was  entitled  to  be  considered 
the  successor  of  the  old.  In  one  case,  that  of  the  First  Church 
in  Cambridge,  I  have  not  been  able  to  draw  any  conclusion  from 
the  conflicting  evidence. 

That  my  conclusions  in  some  cases  will  not  be  concurred  in  I 
well  know,  but  if  discussion  shall  bring  forward  evidence,  it  may 
lead  to  incorporation  or  reincorporation  of  churches  or  parishes, 
to  their  future  benefit  in  determining  legal  rights.  A  suit  is  now 
in  progress  in  Lowell,  between  the  First  Congregational  Societij 
and  the  First  Unitarian  Church.,  for  possession  of  a  meeting-house, 
the  question  being  who  is  the  legal  successor  of  the  body  originally 
owning  it. 

Some  explanation  of  the  names  of  the  churches  and  parishes 
seems  necessary.  Upon  the  blanks,  previously  mentioned,  the 
former  name  or  names  of  the  churches,  parishes,  and  societies 
were  asked  for.  Very  little  attention  was  given  to  furnishing 
them,  most  of  those  presented  having  been  ascertained  by  investi- 
gation. In  many  cases  the  name  of  the  place  in  which  a  church 
existed  has  been  assumed  to  have  been  its  former  name.  For 
instance,  the  church  now  in  Blandford  was  organized  in  1735  in 
Hopkinton,  and  moved  to  the  Plantation  of  Glasco,  which  in  1741 
became  Blandford.  The  name  of  the  church  for  the  first  six 
years  is,  therefore,  given  as  the  church  in  Glasco.  Villages  which 
afterward  became  towns  with  the  village  name,  had  churches,  and 
in  such  cases  the  church  name  ante-dates  the  town.  In  some 
cases  the  clerk  gave  a  title  of  his  own  to  the  records,  and  the 
name  there  used  was  accepted  and  continued  until  a  later  clerk, 
for  brevity,  or  for  reasons  known  only  to  himself,  adopted  another 
name,  Avhich  had  its  period  of  acceptance.  Churches  have  been 
called  first,  second,  third,  etc.,  because  tliey  existed  in  that  order 
of  organization,  thougli  the  number  was  never  part  of  the  name, 
and  churches  properly  l)earing  the  name  had  become  extinct. 
Precincts  and  parishes  have  been  so  numbered  for  the  same  reason, 
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or  have  been  designated  by  the  points  of  tlie  compass,  changing 
as  they  were  divided,  ^vhat  Avas  the  westerly,  for  instance,  becom- 
ing the  easterly  after  the  easterly  was  set  off  as  a  town,  and  the 
remaining  precinct  divided  into  east  and  west. 

Persons  named  in  an  incorporating  act  as  of  a  certain  town 
were  often  incorporated  as  the  ^' First  Congregational  Society," 
or  "The  Second  Parish,"  with  no  designation  of  locality,  and  in 
such  cases  the  corporate  name  is  given  under  the  town  presenta- 
tion, leaving  the  town  name  to  be  inferred.  A  few  cases  occur 
where  two  precincts  or  parishes  are  incorporated  as  "one  parish" 
without  a  name.  Where  this  occurs  explanatory  notes  are  gen- 
erally inserted.  In  all  names  of  churches,  parishes,  or  societies 
taken  from  the  laws,  the  exact  title  is  given,  including  "The," 
and  the  abbreviation  "St."  when  so  printed. 

Question  will  undoubtedly  arise  wliy  the  oldest  church  in  a 
town  sometimes  bears  date  so  much  later  than  the  town.  This 
may  be  because  the  ancient  church  has  become  extinct,  but  more 
frequently  because  the  earliest  church  was  in  a  part  of  the  town 
set  off  as,  or  as  part  of,  another  town. 

Where  a  parish  or  precinct  was  incorporated  without  a  name, 
the  territory  described  being  set  off  as  a  parish  or  precinct,  the 
name  or  number  which  it  took  in  common  parlance  has  been 
given.  The  part  of  the  town  remaining  after  the  first  distinct 
parish  was  set  oft"  became  by  custom  the  first  parish,  and  that 
title  has  been  applied. 

The  incorporation  of  the  proprietors  of  a  meeting-house  will 
sometimes  be  found  to  ante-date  the  organization  of  the  church 
or  society  which  occupied  it.  The  reason  for  this  is  easily  under- 
stood. A  few  persons  met  for  worship  in  houses,  halls,  or  else- 
where, until  such  time  as  individuals  were  willing  to  combine  and 
furnish  money  for  a  meeting-house.  Upon  its  comi)letion  worship 
in  it  was  commenced,  and,  the  congregation  naturally  increasing, 
a  church  or  society  was  formed,  and  after  incorporation  had  the 
meeting-house  conveyed  to  it. 

The  trustees  of  ministerial  funds,  found  to  have  been  incor- 
porated in  so  many  of  the  towns,  Avere  authorized  for  the  handling 
of  the  "ministerial  lands,"  which,  under  the  statute  of  IGIG,  were 
set  apart  for  the  support  of  the  ministry.  As  the  sale  of  sucii 
lands  became  a  necessity,  these  bodies  of  trustees  were  fornu'd 
for  the  care  of  the  funds  accpiired.  Whether  or  not  these  cor- 
porations are  existing  Avould  be,  at  least,  interesting  to  know. 

For  the  information  regarding  the  extinct  churciies  (using  the 
term  generally)  little  claim  to  accuracy  can  be  made,  excei)ting  for 
such  as  have  been  found  in  the  oflicial  publications  previously 
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referred  to.  Witli  the  view,  liowever,  of  bringing  out  negative 
information,  all  organizations  found  mentioned  in  print  have  been 
included  with  facts  as  stated,  and  it  may  be  the  means  of  bringing 
such  to  the  recollection  of  persons  who  may  have  information 
regarding  records,  which  will  lead  to  their  discovery.  The  date 
of  the  dissolution  or  extinction  of  a  church  or  society  is  very 
didicult  to  fix  upon.  The  reasons  for  this  are  numerous.  A 
greater  part  of  them  have  "died  out,"  as  the  historians  usually 
term  it,  and  in  such  cases  the  records  were  never  written  up  to 
any  fixed  date  of  dissolution ;  the  loss  of  records  leaves  the  date 
uncertain ;  the  dismissal  of  the  minister  by  the  town,  but  not  by 
the  church,  and  his  continued  preaching  for  a  time,  has  caused 
two  dates  to  be  claimed  ;  and  the  fact  of  the  secession  of  a  congre- 
gation has  been  claimed  as  being  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  a 
society,  though  an  "adhering  minority"  kept  up  a  feeble  organi- 
zation for  a  short  time  after. 

Any  one  engaged  upon  statistical  or  historical  work  has  observed 
that  persons  who  might  furnish  data  asked  for  are  very  ready  to 
criticise  or  dispute  the  conclusions  reached  by  the  compiler  or 
historian.  To  such,  and  to  all  others,  I  would  say,  in  the  words 
of  the  ancient  preface,  ''Reader,  thou  art  desired  to  Correct  with 
thy  Pen  these  few  Faults  more  that  have  escaped."  Especially  is 
it  desired  that  the  fact  of  incorporation,  with  the  date,  which  in 
early  days  might  be  a  matter  of  record  only  on  the  books  of  the 
corporation,  should  be  supplied. 

If  the  information  here  set  forth  shall  be  corrected  or  supple- 
mented, what  value  the  presentation  may  now  have  will  be 
increased. 
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Part  I. 


ExrsTrx<;  Ou(janizatioxs. 

Following  is  presented  the  name  of  every  existing  church,  and 
of  fevery  parish,  society,  body  of  meeting-house  owners,  and  board 
of  trustees  of  ministerial  funds,  in  the  Commonwealth,  connected, 
DOW  or  formerly,  with  any  existing  organization  known  under  the 
common  title  of  church,  included  in  the  annual  lists,  for  the  year 
189G,  of  the  seven  largest  denominations,  excepting  the  Roman 
Catholic,  viz..  Baptist,  Congregational,  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Protestant  Episcopal,  Unitarian,  and  Universalist. 

In  this  presentation  the  names  of  all  the  cities  and  towns  are 
given  in  alphabetical  order,  no  distinction  being  made  between 
them  in  the  style  of  type,  a  large  part  of  the  churches  (so  called) 
having  been  organized  at  the  time  the  several  cities  were  towns. 
Under  the  name  of  each  city  and  town  are  given  alphabetically 
by  denominations  the  usual  distinguishing  names  of  the  churches 
of  each  denomination.  Following  the  distinguishing  uame  of 
the  church  is,  chronologically  given,  the  recorded  or  legal  name, 
or  names,  by  which  it  is,  or  has  successively  been,  known.  In  a 
few  instances,  where  there  is  no  church  organization  at  present, 
the  parish  name  is  first  given.  If  there  are  or  haA^e  beeu  any 
connected  societies,  parishes,  precincts,  meeting-house  corpora- 
tions, or  boards  of  trustees,  such  as  could  be  discovered  follow  in 
the  order  named,  chronologically  by  kind  of  organization,  the 
kind  being  emphasized  by  printing  the  words  "church,"  "parish," 
"precinct,"  "society,"  "proprietors  of  meeting-house,"  and 
"trustees,"  in  a  different  type  from  the  accompanying  text. 

The  date  immediately  following  any  distinguishing  name  is 
given  as  the  time  from  which  the  organization  named  may  be 
said  to  have  assumed  a  distinct  existence.  Where  no  dates  are 
given,  data  was  either  wanting,  or  conflicting,  and  could  not  be 
determined. 

Incorporation  is  indicated  by  the  abbreviation  "  inc."  Names 
and  dates  in  italics  are  ollicial,  being  either  from  records  of  the 
Connnonwealth  or  the  ^Massachusetts  law  reports,  where  the  name 
has  been  judicially  recognized.    Where  words  in  a  legal  luunc 
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appear  in  a  different  type  from  the  rest  of  the  name,  it  is 
intended  to  emphasize  the  distinction  between  the  various  kinds 
of  organizations. 


ABINGTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Nortli  Abington,  Massachusetts,  April  -, 
1886  ;  inc.  ,  1887. 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  First  Cofir/regnfional  Church  i?i  Abington,  Mass.,  Nov.  17, 

1714;  inc.  Dec.  27,  1803.    First  Parish  \\\  Abington,  , 

1832. 

Fourth.  Fourth  Congregational  Ch^drch  in  Abington,  ISIass.,  Oct.  3, 
1839.    Fourth  Parish  in  Abington,  April  -,  1889. 

Unitarian  — 
First.   First  Unitarian  Society,  ,  1888. 

Unlversalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Soeieif/  in  Abington,  April  20, 188G  ;  inc.  April 
25,  1859.  Proprietors  of  the  Universalist  Afeetiug  House. 
(The  meeting-house  was  appraised  and  given  to  the  society 
July  19,  18G1.) 

ACTON. 

Baptist— 

West  Acton.   The  West  Acton  Baptist  Church,  July  10,  1846. 

Congregational  — 
Acton.    Evangelical  Church  in  Acton,  Mar.  13,  1832.  Evangelical 
Society  in  Acton,  - — ,  1832. 

South  Acton.    The  South  Acton  Congregational  Church,  ,  1893; 

inc.  Aug.  22, 18 9 S. 

Universalist— 

South  Acton.    South  Acton  Universalist  Church,  ,  1887.  South 

Acton  Universalist  Parish,  Mar,  26,  1866. 

AYest  Acton.    West  Acton  Universalist  Church,  ,  1876.  West 

Acton  Universalist  Society,  Jan.  -,  1859. 


ACUSIINET. 

Baptist  — 

Long  Plain.    The  Long  Plain  Baptist  Church,  Get.  IG,  1838;  inc.  Sept. 
5, 18fJ5. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
AcusiiNET.    Acushnct  Mctliodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Long  Plain.    Long  Plain  ^Mctliodist  Episcopal  Church,  —  1857. 
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ADAMS. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Adams,  Mvlv.  18,  1885 ;  inc.  Nov.  28, 
1887.    (The  original  First  is  now  in  North  Adams.) 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Cliurch  of  Adams,  July  1,  1826. 


Congregational  — 
FiKST.    First  CoiKjregational  Church  of  Adams,  Mass.,  inc.  April  13, 
1894;  Congregational  Church  of  South  Adams,  Jan.  1,  1840. 
Orthodox  Congregational  Society  of  Adams,  Oct.  16,  1811 ; 
inc.  Oct.  16,  1811. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Tkinity.    Trinity  ISIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Adams,  Mass. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Mark's.    Saint  Mark's  Parish,  Adams,  INl ass.,  July  6, 1867  ;  reor- 
ganized May  21,  1873. 

Universalist  — 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Universalist  Church,  June  14,  1872.  First 
Universalist  Society  of  Adams,  April  7,  1811 ;  inc.  ,  1811. 


AG  AWAM. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Atjawam,  Massachusetts,  Aug.  2,  1856  ; 

inc.  Mar.  13,  180 (i.  First  Baptist  Church  of  AVest  Spring- 
field, Jan.  26,  1790;  Agawam  Baptist  CJiurch  and  Society, 
Jan.  1, 1823. 


Congregational  — 

Agawam.    The  Agaumm  Concfrcgational  Church  of  Agawam,  Massa- 
chusetts, Sept.  1,  1819;  inc.  Jan.  14,  1802.    The  Agawam 

Congregational  Society,  ,  1831.    Trustees  of  the  Aga/vam 

Congregational  Fund,  inc.  June  15.,  1822. 

Feeding  Hills.   Feeding  Hills  Con2:regational  Church;  Sixth  Church 
of  Christ  in  Springfield,  Kov.  10,  1762. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Feeding  Hills.   IMethodist  Episcopal  Church.,  Feeding  Hills,  ]\Iass., 
 ,  1802. 

A  L  F  O  R  D  . 

Congregational  — 
Alford.    Congregational  Church,  Aug.  13,  1816.    (Reorganized  from 
the  first  Church).    The  Church  in  Alford,  ,  1779. 


AMES  B  U  R  Y  . 

Baptist  — 

Market  Street.  Market  Street  Baj)tist  Church;  Salisbury  and  Ames- 
bury  Bai)tist  Church.  Sej)L  U,  1821  ;  Salisbiirv  an\l  Anu'sbiiry 
Branch  of  tlie  nreiitwood  (X.  il.)  Church,  S('i)t.  27,  IT-SO. 
The  First  liftplisf.  Soci()ty  i/i  A/ue.'<hury,  mc.  Fcft.  2.1,1811; 
First  Baptist  Society  in  Salisbury,  inc.  Feb.  17 ^  1812. 
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Main  Stkeet.  The  Main  Street  Conoregational  Church  of  Amesbury, 
'  Nov.  30,  1887 ;  The  Salisbury  and  Amesbury  jMills  District 
Second  Congregational  Churdt,  Dec.  6,  1831.  Main  IStrccl 
Conqrcgaliotud  Society  of  AvicsOuri/,  ,)iiu.  2-1,1887;  inc.  Jjjvil 
9  1891 ;  Congregation (il  Society  of  Ainesbnry  and  i^alisburi/ 
Mills  Village,  Mar.  1,  1811 ;  The  Salisbury  and  Amesbury 
Second  Congregational  ^ocidii,  April  IG,  1832;  The  Ames- 
bury and  Salisbury  IMills  District  Secoiid  •  Congregational 
Society,  Feb.  20,  1832.    Proprictorfi  of  the  Congregational 

Meeting  Hoin^c  in  Amesbury  and  Salisbury  INlills  Village,  , 

1841;  Proprietors  (f  the  IMeeting  House  of  the  Congregational 

Society  in  Salisbury  and  Amesbury  ,  1826 ;  inc.  Feb.  4, 

1828. 

Rocky  Hill  or  West.  Second  or  AVest  Parish  Church  in  Salisbury, 
Nov.  19, 1718.    West  Parish  in  Salisbury,  inc.  Mar.  15, 1 79:^. 

Sausburt  Point.  Union  Evangelical  Church  of  Amesbury;  Union 
Evangelical  Church  of  Salisbury  and  Amesbury,  Oct.  14, 
1835.  Union  Evangelical  /S'oriV  /// of  Amesbury ;  Union  Evan- 
gelical Society  of  Salisbury  and  Amesbury,  Dec!  5,  1830. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.   First  IVIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Amesbury,  ,  1846. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  18, 
1846;  inc.  Feb.  11,  1846.    Wardens,  Vestry,  and  Proprietors 
of  Saint  James  Church  in  Amesbury,  inc.  Mar.  22, 18S9. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  April  28,  1872.  First  Universalist 
Parish,  April  6,  1874.  First  Universalist  Societi/  of  Ames- 
bury and  Salisbury,  Feb.  13,  1871 ;  The  First  Lfniversalist 
Society  in  Salisbury,  inc.  Feb.  22, 1812. 


AMHERST. 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Church  in  Amherst,  Aug.  3,  1832. 

Congregational  — 
College.    Church  of  Christ  in  Amherst  College,  ]\Iar.  7,  1826. 

First.    First  Church  in  Amlierst;  The  Church  of  Christ  in  Hadley, 
Third  Precinct,  Nov.  7,  1739.    First  Parish  in  Amherst,  Dec. 
10,  1783.    Third  Precinct  of  lladley.    Trustees  of  the  Minis- 
.  terial  Fund  in  the  First  Parish  in  Amherst,  inc.  Feb  13, 
1816. 

North.  North  Church  of  Amherst,  Nov.  15,  1826.  Amherst  North 
Parish,  inc.  Mar.  17,  18. 'il.  Congregational  Union  Society 
in  Amherst,  June  8, 1826  ;  inc.  Nov.  28,  1829.  Tiiistees  of  the 
Ministerial  Fund  of  the  Congregational  Union  Society  in 
Amherst,  inc.  Mar.  (},  1827  ;  Trustees  of'  the  Ministerial  Fund 
of  Amherst  North  Parish,  inc.  Mar.  1  7,1831. 

Second.  The  Second  Church  in  Amherst,  Nov.  11, 1782.  Second  Parish 
in  the  town  of  Amherst,  inc.  June  19,1783. 

South.  South  Congregational  Church  in  Amherst,  July  2,  1858; 
Amherst  South  Church,  Oct.  14,  1824. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 

North  Amherst.    North  Amherst  Methodist  Episcopal  Clinrch,  

1842. 

Wesley.    Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal  Gliurch^  Aug.  -,  1875. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Church,  Sept.  20,  1861;  inc.  April  17,  1865.  Grace 
Church  Parish,  Sept.  20,  18G1 ;  inc.  April  17,  1865. 

Universalist  — 

FmST.    First  UidversaUst  Parish  of  Amherst,  Nov.  15,  1887 ;  inc.  Nov. 
17,1887. 

AN DOVER. 

Baptist  - 

Baptist.    Baptist  Church,  July  17,  1858. 

Congregational  — 
Ballardvale.   Ballardvale  Union  Church,  Dec.  31,  1851. 

Free  Christian.   Free  Christian  Church  of  Andover,  iNIay  7,  1816. 
Free  Christian  Sociclt/  of  Andover,  Nov.  29,  1815. 

Seminary.    Congregational  ClmrcJt  in  Andover  Tlieological  Seminary, 
Nov.  1, 1865  ;  First  Seminary  Church,  Aug.  22,  1816. 

South.    South  Church,  Oct.  17,  1711.    South  Parish,  June  IS,  1709; 

South  TrecAnct  in  Andover,  inc.  Nov.  2,1708;  The  Trustees 
of  the  Ministerial  Fu?icl  in  the  South  Parish  i?i  Andover,  inc. 
Feb.  10\  1810. 

West.    West  Church  of  Andover,  Nov.  28, 1826.  West  Parish  in  Andover, 
Mar.  1, 1827  ;  inc.  Mar  3, 1827.* 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ballardvale.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  -,  1850.    Trustees  of 
the  First  Methodist  Episcoj)al  Church  in  Andover,  inc.  Mar. 
7,1832. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.  Christ  Church,  Aug.  6,  1835;  inc.  April  7,  1837;  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Andover,  Aug.  6,  1835 ;  inc.  April  7, 
1837.  Proprietors  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
Andover,  inc.  Aj^ril  18,  1835 ;  Proprietors  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  Andover,  inc.  April  7, 1837. 


ARLINGTON. 

Baptist  — 

Arlington.    Arlington  Baptist  Church,  June  17, 1867  ;  West  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  ,  1811. 

Congregational  — 
Arlington.  Orthodox  Congregational  Cluirch ;  West  Cambridge  Ortho- 
dox Congregational  (  V/«roA,  Dec.  14,  1812.  Arli/i;/lo?i  Or/ho- 
dox  Congrcf/alioual  Society,  inc.  Maj/  2.9,  1885 ;  Orthodox 
Congregational  Society  i/i  West  Cambridge;  Wed  Cambridge 
Orthodox  Congregational  Society,  Jan.  2, 1843. 


♦"Probably  tlie  very  last  purely  ecclesiastical  parish  in  the  Coinmouwcalth.' 
Mass.  Ecclesiastical  Law,  Buck. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saini'  John's.   Episcopal  Church  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  Oct.  27, 
1875.    Saint  John's  Far ish,  Jan.  19,  1876. 

Unitarian  — 

Fjhst.  First  Congregational  Parish  of  Arlington,  ,  1867  ;  First  Con- 
gregational Parish  of  West  Cambridge,  ,  1807.  Second 

Church  in  Cambridge,  Sept.  9,  1739.  ^Second  Parish  i7i  Cam- 
bridge.   Cambridge  North-West  Precinct,  ,  1734. 

Universalist  — 

Fjiist.  First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1867 ;  West  Cambridge  Uni- 
versalist Church,  Sept,  1,  1842.  First  Universalist  Society  of 
Arlington,  April  3,  1867  ;  inc.  May  29, 1SS5 ;  First  Univer- 
salist Society  in  West  Cambridge,  about  1828. 


ASHBURNHAM. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church,  April  23,  1760.    First  Congrega- 
tional Society,  April  12,  1824;  inc.  April  27,  1824. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  C/??<rcA,  Ashbnrnham,  June  19,1860; 
Union  Church,  North  Ashburnham,  Feb.  21,  1843. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ashburnham.   Ashburnham  Methodist  Episcopal  Chiuxh,  ,  1832. 


A  S  H  B  Y  . 

Congregational  — 
AsHBY.    Orthodox  Congregational  Church  in  Ashby,  —  -,  1821 ;  inc. 

April  17^  286\5.  Second  Parish,  dissolved  June  17,  1885. 
Calvinistic  Congregational  Society,  Oct.  27,  1819. 

Unitarian  — 

Unitarian.   Congregational  Church  of  Ashby,  June  12,  1776.  First 
Parish  of  Ashby. 

ASHFIELD. 

Baptist— 

AsHFiELD  Plain.    The  Ashfield  Plain  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  13,  1867 ; 
inc.  Oct.  3, 1868. 

Congregational  — 

Ashfield.  Congregational  Church  in  Ashfield,  ,  1765;  Church  in 

Huntstown,  Feb.  22,  1763. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Protestant  Fjuscopal  Parish  of  Saint  John''s  Church  in 
Ashfield,  June  15,  1820  ;  inc.  June  18, 1825. 


ASHLAND. 

Baptist  — 

Ashland.  Ashland  Baptist  C/i^/rr//,  July  2,  1816;  Unionville  nai)tist 
Church,  Oct.  -,  1843.  Asliland  Baptist  Farish,  dissolved  April 
2,  1872. 
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Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Churcli,  xVshlaiid,  Mass.,  ,  1846  ;  Union- 

ville  Evangelical  Church,  Jan.  21,  1835.  First  Parish  in 
Ashland,  Dec.  30,  181G;  inc.  Mar.  23,  1889;  Unionvillc 
Evangelical  Society,  Feb.  17,  1835. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
ASHLA2>rD.   Ashland  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  15,  1868. 

ATHOL. 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Alhol,  inc.  Ajn'il  20, 1892;  Baptist 
Church  in  Athol,  April  13,  1813. 

Congregational  — 
Athol.    Congregational  Church,  Aug.  29,  1830. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Athol.    Athol  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  30,  1851. 

South  Athol.    South  Athol  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1836. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  JoJin's  Churchy  about  1866.    Saint  John's  Parish. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Unitarian  Church  of  Athol.  May  25,  1851 ; 

First  Church  in  Terqeuage,  Aug.  21),  1750.  First  Congre- 
gational Unitarian  Hociciij  of  Athol,  April  12,  1881 ;  First 
Congregational  Society,  Nov.  6,  1830. 

Second.    Second  Unitarian  Society,  June  11,  1877  ;  inc.  June  11,  1877. 


ATTLEBOROUGH. 
Congregational  — 
Second.  The  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Attlehorough,  Massa- 
chusetts, inc.  Mar.  1,  1893 ;  East  Church  in  Attleborough, 
Nov.  30,  1748.  The  Second  Congregational  Parish  in  AitU- 
borough,  inc.  Feb.  24,1807.  Second  Parish  in  Attleborougli, 
April'?,  1743 ;  Coni^regational  Society  in  the  Second  Precinct 
in  Attleborough,  Mar.  30,  1807  ;  inc.  Feb.  24,  1807 ;  A  Pre- 
cinct, inc.  April  7,  1743 ;  Proprietors  of  the  ^rceti)ig- House. 
Feb.  24,  1824.  (Proprietors  deeded  the  meeting-houst^  to  the 
Society  May  31,  1838,  and  deeded  it  to  the  Parish  Dec.  17, 
1860.) 

Methodist  Episcopal—  * 
Davis  Centenary.   Davis  Centenary  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Attleborougli,  Massachusetts,  Mar.  10,  1866.     Trustees  of 
Davis  Cenloiary  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  of  Atth  borough. 
(Corporate  organization  legalized  Apiil  11,1893.) 

Hebronville  and  Dodgeville.  Metliodist  Episcoi)al  Church  of  1  lebron- 
ville  and  Dodgeville,  April  4,  1875. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
All  Saints'.    All  Saints'  Mission,  July  23,  1890. 
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Universalist— 

MuRKAY.   MuiTay  Universalist  Church  of  Attleboroiigh,  ,  1890; 

Second  Universalist  Church  of  Attlel)oroiigh,  ,  1878.  Mur- 
ray Universalist  Society  of  Attleboroiigh,  jNlay  11,  1881 ;  inc. 
May  — ,  1881.  Murray  Universalist  Parish  of  Attleborough, 
June  19, 1875. 


AUBURN. 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  First  Co)igregational  Church  in  Auburn,  Mass.,  inc.  Dec.  16, 
1889 ;  Auburn  Congregational  Church,  ,  1837  ;  Congre- 
gational Church  in  AVard,  ,  1778 ;  Church  in  the  South 

Parish  of  Worcester,  Jan.  25,  1776.  First  Eeligious  Society 
in  Ward,  Mar.  24,  1821:.  South  Precinct  in  Worcester,  June 
19, 1773. 


AVON. 

Baptist  — 

Avon.   Avon  Baptist  Church,  April  13,  1888;  inc.  April  9,  1888; 

East  Stoughton  Baptist  Church,  inc.  May  27,  1885 ;  Ba])tist 
Church  in  Stoughton,  Aug.  24, 1780  ;  The  Trustees  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  and  Society  in  Stoughton^  inc.  Ju7ie  10, 1831. 


AYE.R. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Ayer,  Mass.,  Feb.     1871 ;  South  Groton 
Baptist  Church,  July  2,  1851. 


Congregational  — 
First.    The  First  Congregational  Church  in  Ayer,  June  3,  1887 ;  inc. 

June  3,  1887;  South.  Groton  Orthodox  Congregational 
Church;  Groton  Junction  Orthodox  Congregational  Church, 
Sept.  5,  186U  The  Orthodox  Congregational  Society  in  Ayer, 
inQ.  Mar.  11,1887 ;  The  Orthodox  Congregational  Society  oj 
Oroton  Junction,  ,  1867  ;  The  Union  Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional Society  of  Oroton  Junction,  Sept.  19,  1864. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ayer.   Ayer  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  23, 1869. 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Unitarian  Parish  of  Ayer,  Feb.  18,  1884 ;  inc.  Mar.  5, 
1886.  South  Oroton  Christian  Unio7i,  12,  1855.  First 
Congregational  Unitarian  Society,  —  -,  1867,  reorganized 

July  23,  1872  ;  Unitarian  Society,  ,  1864 ;  Union  Society, 

Mar.  3,  1862. 


BARNSTABLE. 

Baptist— 

Hyannis.    Ilyannis  Baptist  Church,  ,  1772  ;  inc.  ,  1772.  Hyannis 

Baptist  Society,  ,  1772 ;  The  First  Baptist  Society  in  Barn- 
stable a?id  YarmoiUh,  inc.  Feb.  23, 1609. 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Church  in  Harnstablc,  April  17,  1830.  Second 
Baptist  Society  in  Ostei-villc,  April  17,  1830. 
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CHUECIIES,  PARISHES,  AND 


Congregational  — 
Centreville.  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Centrevillc.  ]\tay 
23,  1840  ;  The  South  Congregational  or  Third  Church  of  Barn- 
stable, Aug.  6,  18 IG.  The  South  Congrt'c/aiional  Society  in 
Barnstable,  inc.  Feb.  7,  ISIS;  JNIattJiewan  Congregational 
and  Calvinistic  Society,  Feb.  2C,  1810. 

Hyannis.  Hyannis  Congregational  Church,  Jan.  3,  1854.  Evangelical 
Congregational  Society  of  Hyannis,  July  31,  1854. 

West  Barnstable.  West  Barnstable  Congregational  Church ;  The 
Church  in  Barnstable,  Oct.  11,  1639.  (Originally  organized 
in  Scituate,  Jan.  18,  1635.)  West  Parish  in  Barnstable,  inc. 
—  1716. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Barnstable.   Barnstable  iVIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  organized  before 
1818. 

Centreville.    Centreville  I\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1877. 

OSTERVILLE.    Ostervillc  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  30,  1847. 

*       Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Saint  Mary's.  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Sept.  8,  1888 ;  inc.  Sept.  8,  1888. 
Saint  Mary's  Parish,  Sept.  8,  1888 ;  inc.  Sept.  8,  1888. 

Unitarian  — 

Second  or  East.    Second  or  East  Church  in  Barnstable,  ^lay  12,  1725. 

East  Parish  Congregational  Society 'u\  Barnstable,  ,  1717  ; 

inc.  ,  1717.    Trustees  of  the  Barnstable  Congregational 

Ministerial  Fund,  inc.  Feb.  4,  182 S. 

Unlversalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Society  of  Hyannis,  Jan.  25,  1875. 


BARRE. 

Baptist  — 

First.  Barre  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  10,  1832.  The  First  Baptist  Society 
in  Barre,  June  17,  1816  ;  inc.  June  17, 1816 ;  First  Religious 
Society  in  Barre,  Aug.  21,  1811. 

Congregational — 
Barre.   The  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Ban'e,  Aug.  15, 
1827.    Evangelical  Congregational  Society  in  the  Town  of 
Barre,  Aug.     1828 ;  inc.  Feb.  24, 1829. 

Methodist  Episcopal—  • 
Barre.   Barre  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1844. 


Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.    The  Church  of  the  First  Parish  in  Barre ;  The  Congre- 

fational  Church  ot  Rutland  District,  July  29,  1753.  The 
irst  Parish  in  Barre,  April  29, 1818.   Congregational  Society 
of  Rutland  District. 


BECKET. 

Baptist  — 

Becket.   Becket  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  -,  1764.    Bccket  Baptist  Society^ 
—  -  1851 ;  Evangelical  Society,  June  23,  1843. 
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Congregational  — 

Hrf'KKT  Centre.    First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1765  ;  Church  in 

Plantation  No.  -i  (probably),  Dec.  28,  1758.  The  First  Con- 
gregational Society  in  the  town  of  Beckett  inc.  Feb.  17, 1798. 
The  Propiietors  of  the  Meeting  lionse  in  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Becket,  inc.  June  10, 1808. 

North  Becket.  First  Congregational  Church,  North  Beeket,  Sept.  25, 
184:9.  First  Congregational  Society,  North  Becket,  Oct.  13, 
1849. 

BEDFORD. 

Congregational  — 

Bedford.    Trinitarian  Church,  ,  1833.    Trinitarian  Congregational 

Society,  Nov.  9,  1832 ;  inc.  ,  1833 ;  First  Congregational 

Society. 

Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.  Church  in  Bedford,  July  15,  1730.  First  Parish  in 
Bedford. 


BELCHERTOWN. 

Baptist  — 

BEI.CHERTOWN.    Belchertown  Baptist  Church,  June  8,  1795.  Baptist 
Religious  Society  in  Belchertown,  inc.  Jan.  22, 1823. 


Congregational  — 
Belchertown.    The  Congregational  Church  in  Belchertown,  inc.  Mar. 

16,  1891 ;  Church  in  Belchertown,  —  -,  17G1 ;  Church  in 
Cold  Spring,  —  -,  1737.  Congregational  Society  in  Bel- 
chertown, —  -,  1823 ;  inc.  ,  1823.    Proprietors  of  the 

Meeting- House. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Belchertown.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Belchertown,  Mar.  29, 
1865  ;  inc.  Mar.  29,  18G5. 

Dwight.   Dwight  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1890.  Dwight 

Chapel  of  the  Union  Society ;  Methodist  Episcopal  Society, 
—  - ;  1890.   Union  Society. 


BELLINGHAM. 

Baptist  - 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  in  Bellingham,  Oct.  -,  1812  ;  Baptist  Church 
in  Bellingham,  Jan.  23,  1738.  I'he  First  Bapttist  Society  in 
Bellingham,  inc.  Feb.  21, 1811. 

North  Bellingham.    North  Bellingham  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  13,  1867. 


B  E  L  ]\I  O  N  T  . 

Congregational- 
Waverly.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Waverly,  July  11,  1865. 

First  Congregational  Society  of  Waverly,  Feb.  29,  18G8 ;  inc. 
Feb.  29,  18G8". 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
All  Saints'.    All  Saints'  Guild,  Oct.  31,  1887. 
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Unitarian  — 

Belmont.  Belmont  CongTegational  Church,  Oct.  26,  1<S57.  Belmont 
Congregational  Sockt//,  Feb.  5,  1856.  rroj^rictoj's  of  the 
Meeting- House. 

Waverly.  Waverly  Unitarian  Society,  Dec.  19. 1891 ;  inc.  Jan.  7,  1892. 
Christian  Union  Society,  ,  1885  ;  inc.  ,  1891, 


BERKLEY. 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  Fii'st  Congregational  Clmrcli  in  Berkley,  Nov.  2,  1737  ;  inc. 

Mar.  2, 1891.  Free  CJiristian  Society  in  Berkley,  inc.  June 
7, 1814.  Trustees  of  the  ]\li}iistcrial  Fund  in  the  Town  of 
Berkley,  inc.  June  9, 1813. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Berkley.    Berkley  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar.  5,  1873. 

Mykick's.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Myrick\s,  April  26,  1871. 
Myricksville  Methodist  Trotestant  Church. 


BERLIN. 

Congregational  — 
Berlin.    Congregational  Church.    First  Parish  and  Congregational 
Society,  1843 ;  Evangelical  Congregational  Society  in  Berlin, 
Mar.  25,  1833. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Berlin.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  1856. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Unitarian  Society  of  Berlin,  Nov.  27,  1871. 


BERNARDSTON. 

Baptist  — 

First,    The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Bcrnardston,  Jan.  11,  1808;  inc. 

May  25,  1895.  First  Baptist  Society  in  Bcrnardston,  inc. 
Mar  8,1808. 

Congregational  — 

Bernardston.    Ortliodox  Congregational  Church  of  Bcrnardston,  , 

1833 ;  First  Presbyterian  Church,  —  -,  1831 ;  Evangelical 
Congregational  Church,  flan.  13,  1824.  Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional Society  of  Bernardston,  ,  1833;  First  Presbyterian 

Society,  ,  1831 ;  Evangelical  Congregational  Society,  , 

1823. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Bernardston.    JMethodist  Episcopal  Society  of  Bernardston,  Mass., 
April  5,  1842. 

Unitarian  — 

Bernardston.    Church  in  Bernardston,  ,  1762  ;  Church  in  Falltown, 

Nov.  25,  1741 ;  First  Congregational  Church.  Congrefiationnl 
Unitarian  Society  of  Bernardston,  inc.  Feb.  19,  1891  ;  First 
Unitarian  Society  of  Bernardston  ;  First  (bngregaiional  So- 
ciety o/  Bernardston;  Unitarian  Society  of  Bcrnardston. 
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BEVERLY. 

Baptist  — 

FiHST  Calvinistic.  The  First  Calvinistic  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  25, 
1801.  The  First  Calviimtic  Baptist  Society  in  Beverly,  Sept. 
30,  1800;  inc.  June  10,  1821. 

Bevekly  Farms.   Beverly  Farms  Baptist  Church,  ,  1834. 

Congregational  — 

Dane  Street.   Dane  Street  Church,  Beverly,  Mass.,  inc.  ,  1837. 

Third  Congregational  Church,  Xov.  9,  1802.    Dane  Street 

Society  in  Beverly,  ,  1837;  inc.  April  19,  1S37 ;  The 

Thi7'd  Congregational  Societj'^  in  Beverly,  Nov.  1802;  inc. 
Mar.  7, 1803. 

Second.  Second  Church,  Dec.  28,  1715.  Second  Congregational  Society 
in  Beverly,  inc.  Mar.  30,  1866.  A  Precinct,  inc.  Oct.  24, 
1713.  (Variously  called  Royalside  Precinct,  Salem  and 
Beverly  Precinct,  Xortli  Precinct,  and  Second  Precinct.) 

Washington  Street.  Washington  Street  C/iin'c/i,  Feb.  8, 1837.  Wash- 
ington Street  Society,  Feb.  28,  1837. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Avenue.   Avenue  jNlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April       18G7 ;  inc. 
April  -,  18G7. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Peter's.   Rector,  Wardens,  and  Vestry  of  Saint  Peter's  Church, 
Beverly,  —  -,  1867 ;  inc.  IMay  5,  1874 ;  Mission  of  Saint 
Peter's  Church,  Salem,  jNEass.,  June  5,  18G3.    Saint  Peter's 
Parish,  May     18G7  ;  inc.  May  5,  1874. 

Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.  First  Parish  Church,  Sept.  20,  1667.  Trustees  of  the 
Ministerial  P\ind  in  the  First  Parish  of  Beverly,  inc.  Jan.  24, 
1832. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Beverly,  ,  1858.  First  Uni- 
versalist Parish,  Feb.  17,  1840 ;  inc.  ,  1840.  Proprietors 

of  the  Meeti7ig- House.  (The  proprietors  deeded  the  property 
to  the  parish  in  1858.) 


BILLERICA. 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Billerica,  Mass.,  Sept.  30,  1828 ;  inc. 
June  25, 1890,  First  Baptist  Society. 

North.   North  Billerica  Baptist  Church,  May  14,  18G9. 

Congregational  — 
First.   Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  April  30,  1829.  First  Ortho- 
dox Congregational  Society,  Jan.  17,  1829. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Unitarian  First  Church,  Nov.  11, 16(]3 ;  inc.  ,  1835.  (Society 

dissolved.)    Firat  Parish,  Billerica,  inc.  ,  1835. 


22 
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BLACKSTONE. 

Congregational  — 
Blackstone.    Bkickstone  Congregational  Church,  —  -,  1845;  South 
Congreo^ational  Church  in  ]\reiidon,  April  15,  ISil.  iSouih 
Precinct  in  Mcndon,  inc.  Nov.  8, 1 766. 

MiLLViLLE.    Swedish  Evangelical  Lulheran  Oustavus  Adoljjhtcs  Church 
ofMillville,  inc.  ScjjL  25, 1893. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Blackstone.    East  Blackstone  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov. 
18,  1868. 

MiLLA'iLLE.    Millville  ISIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar.  3,  1850. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Salnt  John's.    The  Parish  of  Saint  John,  ISIay  14,  1849. 


BLANDFORD. 

Congregational  — 

First.    Congrej^ational  Church  in  Blandford,  ,  1800;  Church  in 

Blandlbrd,  —  -,  1741 ;  Church  in  Glasco,  ,  1735.  First 

Christian  Society  in  Blandlbrd,  inc.  Oct.  9,  1799  ;  First  Relig- 
ious Society  of  Blandford,  inc.  Mar.  30, 1874;  First  Beligious 
or  Congregational  Society  in  the  Toiun  of  Blandford. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Society  of  Blandford,  ,  1893 ;  inc. 

May  2, 1893.    Second  Congregational  Parish  of  Blandford. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Blandford.   Blandlbrd  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1846. 


BOLTON. 

Baptist— 

.First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Bolton,  ,  1835. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church,  Jan.  5,  1836  ;  Church  of  Christ  in 
Bolton,  Nov.  4,  1741.  First  Parish  and  Religions  Socieli/  in 
the  Town  of  Bolton.    First  Parish  in  Bolton,  April  13,  1778. 


BOSTON. 

Baptist  — 

Baptist  Bethel.   First  Baptist  Mariner's  Church,  Boston,  July  14, 
1850.    Boston  Baptist  Bethel  Society,  inc.  May  7, 1852. 

Calvary.   Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  12,  1892.    The  Baptist  Congre- 
gation in  North  Jlussell  Street,  Sept.  29,  1892. 

Clarendon  Street.    Clarendon  Street  Baptist  Church,  !^^ar.  25,  1869 ; 

Howe  Street  Baptist  Church ;  Federal  Street  Baptist  Church, 
July  16,  1827.  The  Clarendon  Street  Baptist  Society,  inc. 
May  1,  1869;  Bowe  Street  Baptist  Society,  Mar.  16,  1847, 
inc.  April  7,  1847;  The  Federal  Street  Baptist  Society,  inc. 
Feb.  21, 1834. 

Ebenezer.   Ebenezer  Baptist  Church,  ,  1873 ;  inc.  Sept.  2, 1887. 
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Baptist  — Con. 

FiKST.   First  Baptist  C/mrch,  May  28, 1665.    (Formed  in  Charlestown) . 

Shaiumut  Avenue  Bajdisf,  Society,  inc.  Nov.  29, 1839.  The 
Proprietors  of  Pews  in  the  First  Baptist  Meeting  House  in 
Boston. 

l^KST  German.   First  German  Baptist  Church  of  Boston,  ,  1878. 

Harvard  Street.   Harvard  Street  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  13,  1886,  inc. 

Dec.  13,  1886.    Harvard  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Socieli/, 

 ,  1839.    Harvard  Street  Baptist  Society,  inc.  Mar.  23, 

1843,  dissolved  Dec.  13,  1886;  Boylston  Street  Baptist 
Society. 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Baptist  Church,  ,  1805. 

Tabernacle.  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  18,  1887.  Bowdoin 
Square  Baptist  Socicti/,  inc.  April  33, 1841.  First  Independent 
Baptist  Church  and  Society  in  Boston,  inc.  Feb.  23, 1838. 

Tremont  Temple.    Tremont  Temjjle  Baptist  Church,  June  16,  1891 ; 

inc.  June  29, 1891 ;  Union  Temple  Baj^tist  Church,  Dec.  29, 
1863.    Union  Baj^tist  Societ}^  i)i  Bostoii,  inc.  Ax^ril  16, 1846. 

Twelfth.   Twelfth  Baptist  Church  in  Boston,  Dec.  22,  18 17. 

"Warren  Avenue.    Warren  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  -,  1864; 

Baldwin  Place  Baptist  Church,  July  27, 1743.  Second  Baptist 
Society  i7i  Boston,  Dec.  -,  1864,  inc.  Feb.  1  7,  1865 ;  Baldwin 
Place  Baptist  Society  in  Bo.'iton,  July  27,  1743 ;  inc.  Mar.  9, 
1840 ;  Second  BajHist  Society  i7i  Boston,  inc.  Feb.  22,  1825. 

Congregational  — 
Berkley  Temple.     Berkley  Temple,  inc.  Jan.  17,  1894;  Berkley 
Temple  Church,  —     1861 ;  Pine  Street  Church,  Sept.  2,  1827. 

Berkley  Street  Congregational  Society,  ,  1861,  inc.  Jan.  28, 

1861;  Pine  Street  Congregational  Society,  ,  1827,  inc. 

June  17, 1831. 

Central.   Central  Congregational  Church,  ,  1841 ;  Franklin  Street 

Church,  Aug.  -,  1835;  Central  Church,  Miiy  11,1835.  Cen- 
tral Congregational  Society,  Dec.  7,  1841.  Proprietors  of  the 
Meeting  House  in  Franklin  Street,  Mar.  21,  1840. 

Mount  Vernon.  Mount  Vernon  Congregational  Church,  June  23, 1843 ; 

Congregational  Church  worshipping  in  iVlasonic  Temple, 
June  1, 1842.  Mount  Vernon  Congregational  Society,  Jan.  3, 
1843,  inc.  Sept.  7,  1843. 

Norwegian.    The  Norwegian  Evangelical  Conqrcqational  Church,  Feb. 

4,  1890,  inc.  May  28,  1891;  The  Norwegian  Christian 
Church,  Jan.  25,  1885. 

Old  South.  Old  South  Church  vi  Boston,  April  -,  1845 ;  inc.  Mar.  26, 
1845;  Third  Church  in  Boston,  May  12,  1669.  Old  South 
Society  in  Boston,  —  -,  1850,  inc.  Mar.  7,  1859;  Society 
of  the  Old  South,  Aug.  11,  1735.  Proprietors  of  Pews  in  the 
Old  South  Meeting  House  in  Boston. 

Olivet.  Olivet  Congregational  Church  of  Boston,  Jan.  12,  1876,  inc. 
May  14,  1889. 

Park  Street.  Park  Street  Church,  Feb  27,  1809.  Park  Street  Con- 
gregatiofiat  Society,  April  16,  1835  ;  inc.  Mar.  27, 1835. 

Seamen's.    Seamen's  Church,  Nov.  10,  1888. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
Shawmut.    Sliawniut  Congregational  Church,  May  -,  1849 ;  Suffolk 
Street  Union  Church,  Xov.  20,  18-15.    Sliawmut  Congrega- 

tional  Sociciy,  April  4,  1849  ;  Society  of  Unionists,  ,  1846  ; 

Harrifion  Avenue  Congregational  Society  in  the  City  of  Boston^ 
inc.  Mar.  24, 1S45. 

Swedish  IMission.    The  Siuedish  Congregational  Church,  Boston,  Jan. 

1, 1887  ;  inc.  July  19, 1887 ;  The  Scandinavian  Free  Church, 
Nov.  1,  1888. 

Union.  Union  Church,  Aug.  2G,  1822 ;  Essex  Street  Church,  inc.  Jime 
16,  1820.  Columbus  Avenue  Congregational  Society,  inc. 
Feb.  7, 1870 ;  Essex  Street  Congregational  Society,  inc.  Ajtril 
19, 1837.  Proprietors  of  Pews  in  the  Union  Church  in  Essex 
Street. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
BiiOMFiELD  Stkeet.    Bromfield  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Methodist  Keligious  Society  of  Boston,  Xov.  19, 180G,inc.  , 

1808.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Religious  Society  in  Boston, 
inc.  Mar.  3, 1809. 

First  Svv^edisii.  First  Swedish  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sept.  19, 
1882;  inc.  I\Iay  20,  188G. 

Grace.*  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Aug.  -,  1792;  Hanover 
Street  Church,  ,  1825 ;  South  Kussell  Street  Church. 

Mariner's.   Mariner's  Church,  ,  1828.. 

People's  Temple.  Church  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  -, 
1834.  Trustees  of  the  Church  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Aug.  21,  185G. 

Revere  Street,   llevere  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1835 ; 

May  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1823. 

Tremont  Street.  Trustees  of  the  Eighth  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Boston,  inc.  Oct.  17, 1859;  Trustees  of 
the  Neivton  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Boston,  inc. 
Oct.  27, 1856.  Iledding  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  IMay 
13,  1846;  Sulfolk  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct. 
-,  1849. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Advent.    Church  of  the  Advent,  —  -,  1882;  Church  of  the  Blessed 
Advent,  Sept.  14,  1844.    Parish  of  the  Advent. 

Ascension.    Church  of  the  Ascension,  Nov.  1,  1895.    Chapel  of  the 
Ascension;  Emmanuel  Chaj^el;  Emmanuel  Missioji,  ,  1881. 

Christ.    Christ  Church,  Sept.  5,  1722.    Wardens  and  Vestry  of  Christ 
Church  in  Boston,  inc.  June  30, 1789. 

Emmanuel.   Emmanuel  Church,  April  9,  1860. 

Good  Shepherd.    Chapel  of  the  fiood  She])hcrd,  Mar.  18,  1877,  inc. 

Mar.  18,  1877.  Parish  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Mar.  18,  1877, 
inc.  Mar.  18,  1877. 

^Iessiah.    Church  of  the  iVlessiah,  ,  1843,  reorganized  ^lar.  -,  1892. 

Rector,  Wardens,  and  Vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah. 


*  The  deed  of  tlie  church  edilice  to  the  First  Methodist  episcopal  Church  requires 
the  local  name  Grace  to  be  perpetuated. 
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Protestant  Episcopal —  Con. 

Saint  Andrew's.    Suiut  Andrew's  Church,  ,  1885.    Chapel  of  the 

Evangelist,  ,  187-4. 

Saint  Ansgarius's.  Saint  Ansgariiis's  Church,  Nov.  3,  1893;  Saint 
Augustine's  Church,  —  -,  1885. 

Saint  John  the  Evangelist's.  Mission  Church  of  Saint  John  the 
Evangelist,  Mar.  17,  1883. 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  Boston,  Feb.  28,  1820;  inc.  Jan. 

28,  1820.  Proprietors  of  Saint  FuuVs  Church  ui  Boston,  inc. 
Jan.  28, 1820. 

Saint  Stephen's.  Saint  Stephen's  Church,  reorganized  as  successor  to 
Saint  Stephen's  extinct. 

Trinity.  Trinity  Church  in  the  City  of  Boston,  April  24,  1739  ;  inc. 
Mar.  12,1831. 

Unitarian  — 

Arlington  Street.    The  Proprietors  of  Arlington  Street  Church,  , 

1§62,  inc.  Feb.  8,18G2  ;  The  l*roprietors  of  the  IMeeting  House 
in  Federal  Street  in  the  town  of  Boston,  inc.  June  Id,  1805. 

First  Presbyterian  Church,  Long  Lane,  ,  1730.  Society 

in  Long  Lane. 

BuLFiNCH  Place.    Bulfinch  Place  Church,  ,  1894.    Bulfinch  Place 

Chapel,  Jan.  1,  1870;  Pitt's  Street  Chapel,  ,  183G  ;  Friend 

Street  Chapel,  ,  1828. 

Disciples.    Church  of  the  Disciples,  April  27,  1811. 

First.  First  Church  in  Boston,*  (formed  in  Charlestown,)  Aug.  27, 
1630,  inc.  Mar.  3, 1829. 

King's  Chapel.    Proprietors  of  King's  Chapel,  June  15,  1680. 

New  South.    New  South  Church,  Nov.  22,  1719,  reorganized  Jan.  5, 

1885  ;  New  South  Free  Church,  ,  1868.    Proprietors  of  the 

New  South  Meeting  House  in  Boston,  inc.  June  23, 1803. 

Second.  Second  Church,  inc.  Feb.  22, 1845  ;  Second  Church  of  Christ 
in  Boston,  June  5,  1650  ;  Old  North  Church.  Second  Church 
and  Society  of  Boston,  inc.  Feb.  4, 1824. 

South  Congregational.  South  Congregational  Church  of  Boston, 
inc.  July  16,  1827.  South  Congregational  Society  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  —  -,  1827,  inc.  June  10, 1827. 

Unity.    Church  of  the  Unity,  June  27,  1857. 
Universalist  — 

Second.  Second  Universalist  Church  in  the  town  of  Boston,  Dec.  21, 
1817  ;  School  Street  Church.  Secoml  Society  of  Universalists 
in  the  town  of  Boston,  Jan.  25,  1817,  inc.  Dec.  13, 1816. 

Shawmut.  Shawmut  Universalist  Church,  April  3,  1863.  Shawmut 
Universalist  Society,  inc.  Feb.  27,  1803. 


Brighton. 

Baptist  — 

Brighton  Avenue.    Brighton  Avenue  Church,  ,  1853.  Brighton 

Avenue  Baptist  Society  in  Boston,  ina.  May  1,  1878;  First 
Baptist  Society  of  Brighton. 


*  Covenant  subscribed  to  July  30,  1G30. 
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Congreg-ational  — 
Allston.    Allston  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  5,  1886 ;  inc.  Dec.  18, 
1886. 

Brighton.  The  Brighton  Evanr/clical  Congrcfiational  Church,  Sept.  13, 
1827;  inc.  Jan.  10^  1S03.  Brighton  Evangelical  Society, 
Mar.     1827  ;  inc.  Mar.     1827,  society  dissolved. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Allston.    Harvard  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Allston, 
Mass.,  Mar.  21,  1872. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
St.  Luke's.    Parish  of  St.  Lukc'^s  Church  in  Allston,  June  15,  1892;  inc. 
April  20, 1893. 

Saint  Margaket's.  Saint  Margaret's  Church,  April  3,  1872 ;  Church 
of  the  Epiphany,  Jan.  19,  1803.  Saint  Margaret's  Parish, 
April  3,  1872  ;  inc.  April  3,  1872  ;  Varish  of  the  Church  of  the 
Epiphany,  Jan.  19,  1803 ;  inc.  Jan.  19,  1803. 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  C/iz</'c/t  in  Brighton  ,  1807;  Church  in  the  Third  Pre- 
cinct in  Cambridge,  Feb.  20,  1783.  First  Parish  in  Brighton, 
Mar.  -,  1839  ;  Third  Parish  in  Cambridge.  South  Precinct  in 
Cambridge,  inc.  Mag  1, 1779. 

Unity.    Unity  Chilrch  of  Allston,  Sept.  15,  1886. 


Ciiarlestown. 

Baptist  — 

Bunker  Hill.  Bunker  Hill  Baptist  Church,  April  7,  1851;  Bethesda 
Baptist  Church,  Feb.  28,  1850.  Bunker  Ilill  Baptist  Society, 
Feb.  14,  1851;  inc.  Mar.  15,1854  ;  Bethesda  Baptist  Society 
in  the  City  of  Charlestown,  Jan.  5,  1850. 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Ciiarlestown,  ^Massachusetts,  IVIay  12, 1801 ; 

First  Baptist  Society^  Charlestown,  IMassachusetts,  May  3, 
1801. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Chzirch,  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  Nov.  2,  1632.  First 
Parish  in  the  town  of  Charlestoiun,  inc.  Mar.  5,  1803. 

WiNTHROr.  The  Winthrop  Church,  Jan.  9,  1833;  inc.  Oct.  21,  1890. 
Winthroj)  Society,  inc.  Mar.  1,  1833,  society'  dissolved. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Monument  Square.   Monument  Square  INIcthodist  Episcopal  Church, 
June  15, 1871 ;  Union  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1847. 

Trinity.  Trinity  Church.  Trinity  Society  of  the  IMethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  ,  1802.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  lieUgious  So- 
ciety in  Charlestoiun,  inc.  Feb.  15,  1820. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  about  1840 


RELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES. 


27 


Unitarian  — 

IIarvakd.  Church  of  the  Harvard  Church  in  Charlestown;  Harvard 
Church  in  Charlcstown,  inc.  Mar.  10,  1S37 ;  Nciv  Church  in 
Charlestotun,  inc.  Feb.  11,  181,9;  Second  Congregational 
Church  of  Christ  in  Charlestown,  Mar.  26,  1817.  T//e  Second 
Congregational  Society  in  Charlestown,  April  3,  181G ;  inc. 
Feb.  9,1810. 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  ,  1811. 

First  Universalisit  Society  in  Charlestoivn,  ,  1811 ;  inc. 

Feb.  27,1811. 

Dorchester. 

Baptist  — 

Dorchester  Temple.  Dorchester  Temple  BajUist  Church,  Oct.  11, 
188G  ;  inc.  Nov.  0, 1880. 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Dorchester,  Jan.  4,  1837.  First  Baptist 
Society,  Dorchester,  Dec.  13,  1836. 

Lower  Mills.  LoAver  Mills  Baptist  Church,  ISTov.  13,  1882 ;  inc.  April 
1, 1885. 

Stoughton  Street.  Stoughton  Street  Baptist  Church,  Boston,  April 
25, 1870 ;  Nortli  Baptist  Church,  Dorchester,  Sept.  15,  1815. 

Congregational  — 
Central.    Tlie  Central  Congregational  Chirrch,  Dorchester,  inc.  Oct.  20, 
1891 ;  Bethany  Congregational  Church,  Dorchester,  Mar.  15, 
1888 ;  inc.  Aug.  8, 1888. 

Harvard.  The  Harvard  CongregrUional  Church  of  Dorchester,  Fel).  23, 
1888;  inc.  June  4,  1888.  Harvard  Congrcqational  Society 
of  Dorchester,  Mar.  14,  1887  ;  inc.  Mar.  15, 1887. 

Pilgrim.  The  Pilqrim  Church,  Dorchester,  Feb.  21,  1890;  inc.  Feb.  20, 
1890;  Pilgrim  Congregational  Chnrch,\nQ.  Nov.  10,  1877; 
Cottage  Street  Congregational  Church ;  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Nov.  2, 1862.  Pilgrim  Congregational  Society,  society 
dissolved ;  Cottage  Street  Congregational  Society,  April  17, 
1871. 

Second.  Second  Church,  Dorchester,  Jan.  1,  1808.  Second  Parish  in 
Dorchester,  inc.  June  10, 1807. 

Neponset.  Trinity  Church  of  Neponset,  May  11,  1859.  Trinity  Church 
Society,  June  18,  1859. 

Village.  Village  Church  in  Dorchester,  Mar.  11, 1829.  Village  Church 
Society,  Oct.  24,  1839. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Appleton.    Appleton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1877  ;  inc.  , 

1877  ;  Second  Methodist  E2)iscopal  Church  in  Dorchester,  Oct. 
8,  18G2. 

Baker  Memorial.  Baker  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1888. 

Dorchester.  Dorchester  Methodist  Episco])al  Church.  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Society  in  Dorchester,  inc.  Mar.  10, 1834. 

Mattapan.  aVIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Mattapan,  Massachusetts, 
April  -,  187G  ;  inc.  Ajml  -,  187G. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  Con. 
Mount  Bowdoin.    Mount  Bowdoiii  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov. 
-,  1895. 

Parkman  Street,  rarkman  Street  jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April 
29,  1887  ;  Harrison  Square  iNlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  May 
15,  187G. 

Stanton  Avenue.    Stanton  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  June 
188G  ;  inc.  ,  188C. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

All  Saints'.    All  Saints'  Chnrrh,  Dorchester,  ,  1874.    All  Saints' 

Parish,  Dorchester,  ,  1874. 

Holy  Spirit.  Church  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Dec.  28,  189G.  Protestant 
Episcopal  Congregation  in  IMattapan,  j\Iay  -,  1883. 

Saint  Ann's.  Rector,  AVardens  and  Yestry  of  Saint  Ann's  Church  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  Oct.  3,  1884 ;  inc.  Oct.  3,  1884. 

Saint  JNIaiiy's.  Parish  of  Saint  Clary's  Church  in  Dorchester,  Aug.  23, 
1847,  inc.  Aug.  23,  1847.* 

Unitarian  — 

Christ.  Christ  Church  of  Dorchester,  inc.  Feb,  26,  1S04 ;  Harrison 
Square  Church",  May  24,  1852;  inc.  Mar.  HI,  187 5.  Third 
Unitarian  Society  in  Dorchester,  Nov.  25,  1848;  inc.  May  31, 
1852. 

First.  First  Church,  Dorchester,  June  0,  1G30 ;  in  England,  Mar.  -, 
1630.  Reorganized  Aug.  23,  1G3G,  or  a  new  cluuvli  formed.f 
First  Parish  in  Dorchester,  Juiie  19,  1807.  Trustees  of  the 
First  Parish  in  Dorchester,  inc.  June  10, 1831. 

Norfolk.  Norfolk  Unitarian  Church,  Sept.  30,  1889;  inc.  Oct.  14, 
1889. 

Third.  Church  of  the  Third  Religious  Society  in  Dorchester;  Third 
Congregational  Church  of  Dorchester,  June  25,  1817.  The 

Third  Religious  Society  i)i  Dorchester,  ,  1813 ;  inc.  Feb. 

16, 1815. 

UN^TY.    Church  of  the  Unity,  IMay  18,  1859. 
Universalist  — 

ASHMONT.  The  Ashmont  Univei^salist  Parish  of  Boston,  Mar.  2G,  1892 ; 
inc.  April  19, 1892. 

Grove  Hall.  Grove  Hall  Universalist  Parish,  June  23,  1877 ;  inc. 
June  -,  1877. 

Upham's  Corner.    Upham's  Corner  Universalist  Church,  April  8, 1892. 

The  Uphani's  Corner  Universalist  Parish  of  Boston,  Dec.  7, 
1891 ;  inc.  Ja7i..  8, 1892. 


East  Boston. 

Baptist  — 

Central  Square.  Central  Square  P>aptist  Church,  Sept.  24, 1844.  Cen- 
tral Square  Baptist  Society  in  Boston,  Mar.  23,  1853 ;  inc. 
Mar.  15, 1853. 

*  Legality  of  incorporation  con(irnied  by  special  act  Mar.  22,  IStO. 

t  A ineuiorunduni  in  the  records  reads  •'Second  Churcli  of  Dorchester." 
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Baptist  — Con. 

Tkixity.  Trinitif  Baiitisi  Church  of  Boston,  Jan.  29,  1878 ;  inc.  Jan. 
27, 18S8. 

Congregational  — 
Maverick.    The  Maverick  Congregational  Church,  June  18,1895;  inc. 

Oct  21, 1805.  Maverick  Comircgalional  Society  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  May  31,  1836  ;  inc.  Feb.  23, 1838. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Meridian  Street.  Meridian  Street  jMothodist  Episcopal  Church  Bethel, 
April     1881 ;  Meridian  Street  iNlethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Sept.       1841.    Trustees  of  the  First  Methodist  Finscopal 
Church  in  East  Boston,  inc  FeO.  28, 1840. 

Orient  Heights.  Orient  Heights  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April 
1,  1891. 

Saratoga  Street.  Saratoga  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Ajiril 
5,  1865;  inc.  Mar.  14,  1864;  Bennington  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  May  15,  1853. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  ,  1845. 

Saint  Mary's.  Church  of  Saint  ]\Iary  for  Sailors.  Reorganized  as 
successor  to  Free  Church  of  Saint  Mary  for  Sailors,  of  Boston, 
now  dissolved. 

Unitarian  — 

Our  Father.  Church  of  Our  Father.  East  Boston  Unitarian  Society, 
Dec.  29,  1845. 

Universalist  — 

AxL  Souls'.  East  Boston  Universalist  Church,  —  -,  1865 ;  Central 
Square  Universalist  Church.  East  Boston  Universalist  Parish, 

 ,  1865;  inc.  June  22,  1886;  Central  Square  Universalist 

Parish,  ,  1840. 

Roxbury. 

Baptist  — 

Bethany.  Bethany  Baptist  Church,  April  25,  1890;  Dearborn  Street 
Baptist  Chui'ch,  Jan.  31,  1871. 

Dudley  Street.  Dudley  Street  Baptist  Church  i7i  Roxbury,  Feb.  28, 
1850 ;  Calvinisiic  Baptist  Church ;  The  BajDtist  Church  in 
Roxbur}^  Mar.  2,  1821.  Dudley  Street  Baptist  Society  in 
Roxbury,  Feb.  10,  1822 ;  inc.  Mar.  3,  1854.  Proprietors  of 
Dudley  Street  Baptist  Meeting  House  in  Roxbury. 

Elm  Hill.  Elm  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  15,  1887 ;  inc.  Dec.  31, 
1886. 

RuGGLES  Street.    Ruggles  Street  Baptist  Church,  April  22,  1878 ;  inc. 

May  24, 1878  ;  Ruggles  Street  Baptist  Church  of  Boston,  July 
26,  1870 ;  inc  Dec.  14,  1875. 

Congregational  — 

Eliot.    Eliot  Church,  Se])t.  18,  1834.    Fliot  Society  in  Roxbury,  , 

1836;  inc.  April  9, 183 f J. 

Highland.  Highland  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  3,  1869.  Highland 
Congregational  Society,  Mar.  1,  1869,  inc.  April  1, 180V. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
Immanuel.  Immanuel  CongTeo-atioiial  Church,  Sept.  21,  1877 ;  Vine 
Street  Cowgieg^iion^l  Church,  April  9, 1857.  Immanuel  Con- 
gregational Society,  Mar.  2''3,  1878  ;  inc.  Feb.  20, 187 ;  Vine 
Street  Conqregational  Society  iii  Boxbury,  April  29,  1857  5 
inc,  Ajn-il  20,  ISO'l. 

Walnut  Avenue.    Walnut  Avenue  Congreoational  Church,  Dec.  19, 
1870.    Walnut  Avenue  Congregational  Society,  Oct.  28,  1870. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Egleston  Square.    Egieston  Square  IVlethodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Boston,  Mar.  30,  1873  ;  inc.  Feb.  4,  1878. 

Highland.   Highland  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar.  -,  18G9 ;  inc. 
 ,  18G9. 

WiNTHROP  Street.    First  Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church  on  Warren 

Street  in  Roxbury,  inc.  ,  1852  ;  First  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church  in  Roxbury,  ,  1838. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  James's.    The  Projn^c/.ors  of  Saint  Jameses  Church  in  lioxbury^ 
Aug.  9,  1832  ;  inc.  Feb.  10, 1833. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  Johii^s  Church,  Boston  Highlands,  inc.  Alar.  8, 
1881. 


Unitarian  — 

All  Souls'.  All  Souls'*  Unitarian  Church,  Feb.  11, 1889  ;  inc.  July  25, 
1889  ;  Mount  Pleasant  Congregational  Church,  May  6, 1845  ; 
inc.  Sept.  10,  184G. 

First.    First  Church  in  Roxbury ;   Church  of  Christ  at  Roxborough, 

 ,  1G32.  First  Jleligious  Society  in  lloxbury,  jNIar.  21, 1825  ; 

inc.  Feb.  26,  1825.  First  Parish  in  Roxbury;  Roxbuiy 
Parish. 


Unlversalist  — 

First.  First  Unlversalist  Church  of  Roxbury,  ^Massachusetts,  Jan.  4, 
1822.  First  Universalist  Society  in  Boxbury,  Mar.  2,  1820 ; 
inc.  Feb.  24, 1820. 


South  Boston. 

Baptist— 

Fourth  Street.  Fourtli  Street  Baptist  Church  of  South  Boston,  April 
21, 1858.  The  Fourth  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Society  of 
South  Boston,  Jan.  9,  1805. 

South.    South  Baptist  Church,  June  16,  1828  ;  inc.  Mar.  28, 1833. 


Congregational— 
Phillip's.   Phillip's  Church  in  South  Boston,  Feb.  10,  1835 ;  inc.  April 
11,  1892 ;  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  of  South 
Boston,  Dec.  10,  1823.    Phillip^s  Church  Society,  April 
1834;  inc.  Mar.  25, 1834. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
City  Point.   City  Point  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  30,  1883; 
inc.  April  30, 1883, 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  Cou 
Dorchester  Street.    Dorchester  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Clmrch; 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Washington  Villaj^e,  City  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  April  2-1,  1872.  Trustees  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  of  Washington  Village,  ,  1891. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  IVIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dec.  1,  1885; 

Broadway  and  Dorchester  Street  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Oct.  14,  1860 ;  Centenary  Church,  June  19,  1840.  Trustees  of 
the  Methodist  Religious  Society  in  South  Boston^  inc.  Feb.  Id, 
1825, 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1872. 

Our  Kedeemer.    Church  of  Our  Redeemer,  inc.  Mctr.  24, 1890. 

Saint  Matthew's.  Saint  Matthew's  Church,  Mar.  -,  1816.  Protestant 
Episcopal  Parish  of  St.  Matthew  in  Boston,  inc.  June  20, 
1816. 


Unitarian  — 

Hawes.   Halves  Unitarian  Congregational  Church,  April  3,  1888 ;  inc. 

April  3, 1888 ;  Ilawcs  Place  Unitarian  Congre(jational  Church, 
Oct.  27,  1819 ;  inc.  Mar.  7,  1888.  JIatvcs  Place  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Boston,  —  -,  1810;  inc.  Feb.  19,  1818. 
Trustees  of  the  Hawes  Eund  in  Boston,  inc.  Feb.  25, 1831. 

Unity.    Unity  Chapel,  South  Boston,  ,  1885 ;  Washington  Village 

Union  Church,  ,  1856. 


Universalist  — 

Our  Father.  Church  of  Our  Father,  Feb.  20, 1870 ;  Fourth  Universalist 
Church,  April  25, 1842.  Fourth  Universalist  Society  in  Boston  ; 
Broadway  Universalist  Society,  inc.  Mar.  7,  1876.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Fourth  Universalist  Meeting  House  in  Boston, 
Feb.  20,  i870 ;  inc.  Aiml  19, 1837. 


West  Roxbury. 

Baptist— 

Centre  Street.    Centre  Street  Baj)tist  Church,  Nov.  18,  1892;  inc. 
June  16, 1893. 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  West  Roxbury,  Oct.  21,  1894 ;  inc.  June 
26, 1896. 

Jamaica  Plain.  Jamaica  Plain  Baptist  Church,  Aus:.  29, 1842.  Jamaica 
Plain  Baptist  Society,  Jan.  18,  1842  ;  inc.'Sept.  29,  1843. 

Roslindale.    The  Pvoslindale  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  13,  1875 ;  inc.  May 
12, 1879. 


Congregational  — 
BoYLSTON.    Boylston  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  4,  1879;  inc.  Sept. 
5, 1879. 

Central.  Central  Congregational  Church  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Jan.  1, 
1867  ;  Mather  Church,  Feb.  15, 1853.  Central  Congregational 
Society  of  Jamaica  Plain,  inc.  Dec.  18,  1866  ;  Mather  Society, 
Feb.  15, 1853. 

Roslindale.  Roslindale  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  10,  1890;  inc. 
Feb.  3,  1891. 
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Congregational —  Con. 
South.    South  Evan<^elical  Church,  Mar.  19, 1855  ;  Spring-  Street  Church, 
April  10,  iSoo.   South  Evang-elical  Socict//  in  AVest  Roxbury, 
Mar.  19,  1855  ;  Spring  Street  Societi/,  April  10,  1835. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Bethany.    Bcthaiin  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  vi  Boston,  inc.  Mar.  5. 

1894;  Roslindale  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Boston, 

 ,  1873.    Trustees  of  the  Eoslindalc  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church,  inc.  Oct.  3,  ISSo. 

First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  CVmrr/^  Jamaica  Plain,  Boston,  , 

1859;  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Ch.urrh,  West  Roxbury. 
Trustees  of  the  First  ISIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  West 
Roxbury,  inc.  Jan.  -,  18G9. 

Saint  Andrew's.    Saint  Andrew's  jVIetliodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct. 
1891. 

West  Roxbury.   West  Roxbury  IMethoi list  Episcopal  Church,  July  11, 
1889  ;  inc.  Jan.  4,  1890. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.    Parish  of  Emmanuel  Church,  Dec.  -,  1892 ;  inc.  May  11, 
1897. 

Our  Saviour.    Church  of  Our  Saviour,  ,  1889.    Mission  of  Saint 

Paul,  ,  1885. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Church,  Jamaica  Plain,  May  9,  1846. 
Saint  tTohn's  Chapel,  Jamaica  Plain,  Jan.  30,  1841. 

Saint  Peter's.    Saint  Peter's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1888. 


Unitarian  — 

Jamaica  Plain.  First  Congregational  Society  of  Jatnaica  Plain,  April 
20,  18G4;  inc.  Feb.  8,  18 04;  Congregational  Society  of  the 
Third  Parish  in  Roxbury,  inc.  —  -,  1772.  Third  Parish  in 
Roxbury,  inc.  Dec.  11, 1769. 

Roslindale.  Unitarian  Church  of  Roslindale,  Mar.  18,  1890 ;  inc.  Mar. 
18,1890. 

West  Roxbury.   First  Parish,  West  Roxbury,  inc.  A2'>ril  15,  1890; 

First  Parish  in  West  Roxbury,  inc.  M(i.r.  21,1800 ;  West  Parish 
in  Roxbury,  Nov.  2,  1712;' inc.  April  25,  1772.  West  Pre- 
cinct in  Roxbury,  inc.  Aug.  25, 1733. 


Universalist— 

Jamaica  Plain.  Saint  Paul's  Church,  April  2,  1888 ;  inc.  Oct.  4, 1888- 
Jamaica  Plain  Universalist  Parish,  May  12,  1873.  First 
Universalist  Society  of  Jamaica  Plain,  May  18,  1871 ;  inc. 
May  18,  1871. 


BOURNE. 

Baptist  — 

POCASSET.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1884  ;  Baptist  Church  of  Christ 

in  Pocasset,  April  9,  1838.   Pocasset  Baptist  Society,  , 

1838. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 

BouuNK.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1828. 

(^ATAUMET.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Cataiimet. 
I'ocASSET.   Pocasset  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


BOXBOROUGH. 

Congregational  — 
BoxBOKOUGii.    Evangelical  Concjrcgational  Church  of  Boxborough^  inc. 

June  30, 1896,;  Church  in  Boxboroiigli,  April  29, 1784.  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Society,  j\Iay  22,  1829. 


BOXFORD. 

Congregational  — 
First.  The  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  the  First  Parish 
in  Boxford,  Dec.  30,  1702.  The  First  Parish  in  Boxlbrd,  Nov. 
17, 1735.  Proprietors  of  the  JSlccting-IIousc  in  the  First  Parish 
in  Boxford,  ]\Iay  28,  1840.  Tnistees  of  the  ALinisterial  Fund 
in  the  First  Parish  in  Boxford,  inc.  Feb.  25, 1825. 

West  Boxfokd.    Second  Church,  Dec.  9,  1735.    Second  Parish,  July 
22, 1735 ;  inc.  June  28, 1 735. 


BOYLSTON. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Church  in  Boylston.    First  Parish  in  Boylston.  North 
Precinct  in  Shrewsbury,  Oct.  6,  174:3.    Trustees  of  the  Minis- 
terial Fund  of  the  First  Congregational  Society  in  Boylston, 
inc.  Mar.  3, 1829. 


BRAINTREE. 

Baptist— 

Braintree.  The  Braintree  Baptist  Church,  April  28,  1893;  inc.  May 
11, 1893. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Parish  Church,  Braintree,  ,  1792 ;  South  Precinct  Church, 

Sept.  10,  1707.  First  Parish  Congregational  Society.  South 
Precinct  in  Braintree,  inc.  Nov.  5, 1708. 

South.  South  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  18, 1829.  South  Parish  in 
Braintree,  Dec.  29,  1828;  inc.  Feb.  26,  1829.  Proprietors 
of  the  South  Par  ish  Meeting  House  in  Braintree,  inc.  Feb.  24, 
1829. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Braintree.    East  Braintree  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Soutu  Braintree.  First  INlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  Braintree, 
Mar.  2,  1873;  inc.  Mar.  9,  1882;  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Braintree. 


Unlversalist  — 

First.    First  Unlversalist  Parish  of  Braintree,  inc.  Jan.  24, 1888. 
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BREWSTER. 

Baptist  - 

Brewster.  Brewster  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  23,  182L  Baptist  Society^ 
Brewster,  Mass. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Church  in  Brewster,  Alio;.  30,  1816 ;  Church  of  the  North 
Precinct  of  Harwich,  Oct.  1(3,  17U0.  Fivf^t  Parish  in  Brcwi^ter^ 
Aug.  30,  1810;  inc.  April  17,  IS.'iS;  North  Parish  iu  Har- 
wich. Y'lx&t  Precinct  in  Harwich,  Oct.  16, 1700.  The  Trustees 
of  the  Brewster  Ministry  Fund,  inc.  Feb.  27,  IS  11. 

Universalist— 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  Feb.  2,  1838.  First  Universalist 
Society  in  Brewster,  Nov.  4,  1824. 


B  R 1 D  G  E  ^Y  A  T  E  R . 

Congreg-ational — 

Central  Square.    Central  Square  Trinitarian  Church,  ■  ,  1836; 

Trinitarian  Conyrcciutional  Church  in  Bridgcuialcr,  Oct.  23, 
1821 ;  inc.  Mar.  3, 1820.    Central  Square  Society,  ,  1836^ 

Scotland.    ScotLand  Trinitarian  Cong-res'ational  Church,  July  4,  1836. 

Scotland  Trinitarian  Congregational  Society,  ma.  ,  1857; 

Scotland  Trinitarian  Society,  ,  1836. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    Bridgewater  First  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  3,  1874; 
inc.  June  12,  1870. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Trinity.    Trinity  Church,  ,  1747;  inc.  June  14,  1815.  Trustees 

of  the  Trinity  Church  in  BriOycwater,  inc.  May  30,  1856. 

Unitarian— 

"  First.  Church  in  the  South  Precinct,  July  9,  1718.  First  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Bridgeu-ater,  inc.  Mar.  15,  1853.  South 
Precinct  in  Bridgcwater,  June  1, 1716.  Trustees  of  the  Minis- 
terial Fhmd  of  the  South  Parish  of  Bridgcwater,  inc.  Feb.  7, 
1803. 

BRIMFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  18,  1724.    First  Parish  or 
Congregational  Society,  April  30,  1832. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  April  30,  1870 ;  inc.  April  30, 
1879.  Parish  of  Second  Congregational  Church,  June  4, 1881 ; 
inc.  June  4,  1881. 


BROCKTON. 

Baptist— 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Brockton,  April  -,  1887.    First  Baptist 
Society,  Jan.  14,  ISSo. 

First  Swedish.    First  Swedish  Baptist  Church,  July  20,  1883;  inc. 
Aug.  20,  1880. 
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Baptist  — Con. 

XouTii.  North  Baptist  Church  of  Brockton,  June  6,  1886  ;  inc.  June  4, 
1888.    North  Baptist  Society,  June  4,  1888  ;  inc.  June  4, 1888. 

Wakren  Avenue.  Warren  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Brockton,  ISlay  31, 
1887  ;  inc.  Feb.  7,  1888. 

Congregational  — 

Campello.    South  Congregational  Church,  Campello,  INIass.,  ,  1854 ; 

South  Congregational  Church  in  North  Bridgewater,  Jan,  3, 
1837  ;  inc.  June  3,  1837.    Parish  of  the  SoutJi  Congregational 

Church,  Campello,  ,  1854  ;  inc.  ,  1854.    So2iih  Brecinct 

in  Bridgewater,  inc.  Jiinc  1, 17 10. 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  in  Brockton,  INIay  0,  1874 ;  First 
Congregational  Church  in  North  Ihidgewater,  June  15, 1821 ; 
Fourth  Church  in  liridgewater,  Sept,  18,  1740.    First  Parish 

in  Brockton,  ,  1889  ;  First  Barish  in  North  Bridgewater, 

inc.  Feb,  8, 1823 ;  *  North  Parish  in  Bridgeivatcr,  inc.  June 
3,1738. 

Porter.  Porter  Evangelical  Church,  Mar.  6, 1850.  Porter  Evangelical 
Society,  iVlar.  20,  1850. 

Swedish.  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Gethsemane  Church  in  Brock- 
ton, Mass.,  ,  1867  ;  inc.  Aug.  10,  1895. 

Waldo.    Waldo  Congregational  Church,  inc.  Sept.  5, 1896. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Campello.   Brockton  Campello  Church,  May  18,  1879;  inc.  Aug.  22, 
1879. 

Central.    Central  Methodist  Episco2)al  Church  of  Brockton,  Jan.  25, 1875  ; 

inc.  Mar.  10,  1875;  Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
North  Bridgewater,  inc.  Mar.  26,  1851. 

Franklin.  Franklin  Methodist  Episcopal  Chm-ch,  inc.  Mar.  3,  1896. 
Franklin  Methodist  Episcopal  Chapel,  ,  1889. 

Pearl  Street.    Pearl  Street  Church,  Mar.  -,  1891 ;  inc.  ]\Iar.  -,  1891 ; 

West  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  ■  ,1831. 

Swedish.    Swedish  Emmanuel  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paulas.    Saint  PauPs  Church.    Saint  PauPs  Parish,  April  14, 
1890 ;  inc.  May  5,  1890.    Saint  Paul's  Mission,  Jan.  1872. 

Unitarian  — 

Unity.   Unity  Church,  June  12,  1881 ;  inc.  Dec.  5,  1883. 

Universalist  — 
Brockton.    Universalist  Church. 


BROOKFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

East  Brookfield.    East  lirookfield  Bai)tist  Church,  ,  1818.  The 

First  Baptist  Society  in  Brookjicld,  inc.  June  17, 1800. 


•  Sco  Wo8t  Br idirc water  for  North  rrecinct  formed  by  iTicorportitiou  of  the  South 
Precinct,  June  1,  17 IG. 
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Congregational  — 
Bkookfield.    Congregational  Church,  April  15, 17o6.    The  Evaiujelical 
Beligious  Society  in  the  South  Parish  or  Precinct  of  Brook- 
Jield,  inc.  Aug.  24^  1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Bkookfield.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.  First  Congregational  Church  ;  Church  in  the  Third  IVecinct  in 
Brookfield,  Nov.  8,  1754.  The  Third  Precinct  in  the  Town  of 
Brooliflctd,  inc.  Nov.  7,  1754.  Second  or  South  Parish  or 
Society  in  Brookjield,  before  1751. 


BROOKLINE. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  in  Brooklinc  INlay  21,  1S28 ;  inc.  May  21, 
1828.  First  Baptist  Society  in  Brookline,  Mar.  2(3,  1828 ;  inc. 
Mar.  26,  1828. 

Congregational  — 
Harvakd.    Harvard  Church,  Aug.  26,  1844.    Harvard  Congregational 
Society,  Aug.  26,  1844. 

Leyden.    The  Leyden  Congregational  Church,  inc.  Nov.  24^  1890. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Washington  Street.    Trustee.^  of  the  Washington  Street  Metliodist 
Episcopal  Chitrch  of  Brooklinc,  inc.  JMay  13,  1889.  Washing- 
ton Street  Brookline  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar.  10, 
1880. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
All  Saints'.   All  Saints''  Parish  of  Brookline,  Nov.  1,  1894 ;  inc.  Feb.  8, 
1895. 

Our  Saviour.  Church  of  Our  Saviour,  Feb.  19, 1868 ;  inc.  Feb.  19, 1868. 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1890. 

Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.   First  Parish  in  Brookline,  Oct.  6,  1717. 

Second.    Tlie  Second  Unitarian  Society  in  Brooklinc,  inc..  Bee.  31,1896. 

Universalist  — 

Brookline.    Brookline  Univermlid  Parish,  inc.  Ja)i.  27, 1893. 


BUCKLAND. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congrvgational  Church  of  Buckland,  Dec.  ?>,  1887 ;  inc. 

Jan.  1(),  1888;  Bu{!k]and  "Congregational  Church,  Oct.  8, 
1785.  First  Parish  in  Buckland,  Sept.  22,  1820.  (Parish  (]is- 
solved.)  Proprietors  of  the  Congregational  Meeting  House 
in  Buckland. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
HrcKLAND.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  about  1820. 


BURLINGTON. 

Congregational  — 
1U;rlington.    Church  of  Christ  in  Riirlino;ton  ;  Second  ChmrJi  of  Christ 
in  Wobiirn,  prior  to  Oct.  29,  1785.    Cong-reji^ationa]  Farisli  in 
Burlington,  May  2,1804;  Second  Parish  in  JKo^z^r/i,  Nov.  2, 
1730;  inc.  ScjJt.  10,17 SO. 


CAMBRIDGE. 

Baptist  — 

Broadway.  Broadivay  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  19,  1865;  inc.  Dec.  17, 
1889;  Harvard  Street  Baptist  Church,  May  9,  1865. 

First.  The  Baptist  Church  in  Cambridge,  Dec.  17,  1817  ;  inc.  Feb.  8, 
1819.  Trustees  of  the  Funds  of  the  Baptist  Cliurch  in  Cam- 
bridge, inc.  Feb.  S\  1819. 

First  Swedish.    First  Swedish  Baptist  Chun^h,  inc.  July  31, 1S9G. 

Immanuel.  Immanuel  Baptist  Clnirch  of  Ca)nbrid</e,  Dec.  -,  1894 ;  inc. 
Feb.  21, 1895  ;  Charles  River  Church,  June  8,  1876. 

Inman  Square.    The  Iny)ian  S(juare  BajHisi  Churcli,  inc.  Ma/j  29, 1893. 

Mount  Olive.  Mount  Olive  Baptist  Church  of  Cambridge,  inc.  Nov. 
20, 1894. 

North  Avenue.    The  North  Avemie  Baptist  Church,  ,  1866;  inc. 

Ap^ril  28,  1890;  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  in  North  Cam- 
bridge, IMar.  22,  1854. 

Old  Cambridge.    Old  Cambridge  liaptist  Church,  Aug.  1,  1844. 

Second.  The  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Cambridqc,  Massachusetts, 
Sept.  3,  1827  ;  inc.  June  26, 1890.  Second  Baptist  Society 
in  Cambridge,  inc.  Mar.  27,  1833,  society  dissolved. 

Union.   Union  Church  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Mar.  -,  1878 ;  inc.  April 
1878. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Church  in  Cambridge,  Feb.  1,  1636.*    Shepard  Congrega- 
tional Society,  Nov.  20,  1829. 

First  Cambridgepokt.  First  CJiurch  in  Cambridgeport,  Sept.  20, 
1827;  Evangelical  Congregational  ChureJi  in  Cambridgeport. 
First  Evangelical  Congregational  Socict>/  in  Cambridgeport, 
 ,  1827,  reorganized  1853  ;  inc.  May  21,  1879. 

Hope.    Hope  Congregational  Church,  ,  1890. 

North  Avenue.  North  Avenue  Congregational  Church  of  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts,  Aug.  17, 18(!6  ;  Holmes  Congregational  Church, 
Sept.  23, 1857.  North  Avenue  Orthodox  Congregational  Soci- 
ety, June  20,  1866.  Proprietors  of  the  Holmes  Chapel,  Jan. 
26,  1857. 

Pilgrim.  The  Pilgrim  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  27, 1871 ;  inc.  April 
14, 1871 ;  Stearns  Chapel  Congregational  Church  in  Cam- 
bridge, Nov.  21,  1865. 

♦  This  date  claimed  by      church  iu  the  First  Parish. 
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Congregational  —  Con, 
Wood  Memorial.    Wood  Memorial  Church  i?i  Cmnbridgeporl,  Jan.  4, 
1881;  inc.  Feb.  14,  1S84  ;  Chapel  Con^Tegational  Church  in 
Cambridgeport,  Oct.  IG,  1872 ;  inc.  Mar.  2,  1883. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Grace.    JVie  Grace  Melhodii^t  Episcopal  Clnireh  of  Cambridge,  ,  1887  ; 

inc.  Mar.  10, 18S7 ;  CoUage  Sfrcel  Methodist  /'Jpiscop(d  Church 
of  Cambridgeporl,  A\}v\\  5,  1871.  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Society  in  East  Cambrid<»;e,  ,  181o. 

Harvard  Street    Harvard  Street  IMetliodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1841.  Trustees  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Cambridgeport,  iiic.  Mar.  2(J,  1S45. 

North  Avenue.  Third  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church  of  Cambridge, 
 ,  1867  ;  inc.  ,  18G8. 

Trinity.  Trinity  MetJiodist  Episco})al  Church,  Oct.  23,  1870.  Trustees 
of  the  Methodist  Religious  Society  in  Cambridge,  Dec.  22, 1822  ; 
inc.  June  14, 1S23. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Ascension.   The  Church  of  the  Ascension,  May  15,  1875. 

Christ.  Christ  Church,  Cambridge ;  Fjnscopal  Church  ^?^  Cambridge, 
inc.  June  25,  1704.  Episcopal  Society  in  Cambridcje,  inc. 
Feb.  9,  IS IG. 

Saint  Bartholomew's.    Saint  Bartholom'ew's  Church,  Sept.  1889. 

Saint  James's.   Free  Church  of  Saint  James,  June  18, 1866. 

Saint  Peter's.  Saint  Peter's  Church,  Cambridgeport,  Oct.  27,  1842. 
The  Parish  of  Saint  Peter's  Church,  Oct.  27,  1842. 

Saint  Philip's.  Saint  Philip's  Church.  The  Parish  of  Saint  Philip's 
Church,  April  2,  1888 ;  inc.  April  7,  1890. 


Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.  Church  in  the  First  Parish  in  Cambridge,  Feb.  1,  1636.* 
First  Parish  in  Cambridge,  ,  1636.  Tnistees  of  the  Min- 
isterial Fund  in  the  First  Parish  in  Cambridge,  inc.  Dec.  9, 
181G. 

Austin  Street.  Third  Congregational  Society  in  Cambridge,  Sept.  28, 
1885 ;  inc.  June  16, 1827,  and  June  15, 1885. 


Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church  in  Cambridge,  June  -,  1829.  The 

Fir.H  Universalist  Society  in  Cambridge,  Mar.  9,  1821;  inc. 
Feb.  9, 1822.  Proprietors  of  the  Fir.st  Universalist  Meeting 
House  in  Cambridge,  about  i\lar.  25,  1839. 

Second.    Second  Universalist  Church  of  Cambridge,  Jan.  1,  1836  ;  inc. 

Feb.  11,  1823.    Second  Society  of  Universal ists  in  the  Town 

of  Cambridge,  ,  1821;  inc.  'Feb.  11,1823.  Proprietors 

of  the  Second  Universalist  Meeting  House  in  Cambridge,  inc. 
Mar.  20, 1845. 

Third.    The  Third  Universalist  Society  in  Cambridge,  ,1869;  inc. 

Mar.  27, 1874;  Allen  Street  Congregational  Society. 


*  This  date  claimed  by  the  First  Church  in  Cambridge. 
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CANTON. 

Baptist— 

FlHST.    First  Baptist  Church,  May  5, 1873  ;  Baptist  Church,  June  22,  ISl-i. 

First  Baptist  Fctrish,  May  o,        ;  inc.  May  5, 1873,  dissolved 
Mar.  2, 1879.    Baptist  Socidf/,  June  8,  1851,  dissolved  May  5, 
1873.  Trustees  of  (he  Bupiisl  Church  Fund  in  Canton.,  inc.  Feb. 
,  24, 1829. 

Congregational  — 
Canton.    Evangelical  Conoreijational  Church  of  Canton,  July  3,  1828. 
Evangelical  Congregational  tiocietij. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
TiiiNiTY.    Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1887  ;  inc.  ,  1887. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  in  Canton,  ,  1797  ;  Church  of 

the  First  Parish  of  Stoughton,  ,  173G  ;  Church  of  Christ 

la  the  South  Precinct  of  Dorcliester.  Oct.  30, 1717.    First  Con- 
First  Parish 
of  Dorches- 
ter (a  part  of),  inc.  Dec.  19,  1715.    llic  Ministerial  Fund  in 
Canton,  inc.  Feb.  20\  lS2d. 


gregational  Parish  of  Canton,  inc.  Jan.  29, 1820  ;  F: 
in  Stoughton,  inc.  April  5,  173G.    South  Precinct  o 


Universalist — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church,  Aug.  21,  1859.    First  Universalist 
Parish,  Feb.  3,  1819 :  inc.  Feb.  3,  1819. 


CARLISLE. 

Congregational  — 
Union.    Union  Cahinistic  Church,  Nov.  20,  1830.    Union  Calvinistic 
Society,  Nov.  20,  1830. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.   First  Church  of  Carlisle,  Feb.  28,  1781.    First  Religious  Society, 
Mar.  15,  1832.    Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House. 


CARVER. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Carver,  July  13, 1791.    The  First  Baptist 
Society  in  Carver,  inc.  June  22, 1811. 

Congregational  - 

North  Carver.    North  Carver  Congregational  Church,  ,  1790 ; 

South  Church  in  Plyini)ton,  May  13,  1733.  First  Congrega- 
tional Parish,  North  Carver,  —  -,  1791;  South  Parish  in 
Plyinpton.  Proprietors  of  the  Meetiny  House  in  the  South 
Parish  in  Plynipton,  ,  1731. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
South  Carver.    South  Carvcu-  ^fcthodist  Episcopal  Church,  Aug.  9, 

1807 ;  Prot(^stant  Methodist  Church,  ,  183G ;  Reformed 

Methodist  Church,  ,  1831. 
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CHARLEMONT. 

Baptist— 

Charlemont.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1791.    Baptist  Society  of  Charle- 

mont,  April  7, 1800. 

Congregational  — 
East  Ciiaklemont.    Church  of  Christ  in  P^ast  Charlemont,  Aug.  5, 1845. 
Congregational  Society  of  East  Charlemont,  IVIar.  27,  1877. 

FiKST.    First  Congregational  Church,  June  6,  1788.    First  Congrega- 
tional Parish. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Charlemont.   Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy  ,  1832. 


CHARLTON. 

Congregational — 
Charlton.  The  Congregational  Church  o/"  C/?r/r//o??,  Jan.  4,  1872 ;  inc. 
April  5,  1889 ;  Calvinistic  Congregational  CliurcJt,  — 
1826.  Congreo-ational  Society  of  Cluuiton,  IVlar.  5,  1872; 
First  Calvinistic  Congregational  Society  of  Charlton,  Oct.  4, 
182G.  The  Conqregnlional  Parish  ia  Charlton,  A\)r\\  19,1761; 
inc.  Oct.  26, 17S4.  (Act  repealed  I\lar.  3,  1798.)  The  Pro- 
prietors of  the  New  Congregational  Centre  Meeting  House  in 
Charlton,  inc.  Mar.  5, 1708. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Charlton  Station.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Charlton  Station, 
 ,  1792. 


Universalist  — 

Unity.  Church  of  the  Unity,  Aug.  7,  1864.  First  Universalist  Society 
in  Charlton,  Mar.  4,  1851 ;  First  Union  Society  in  Charlton, 
Mar.  20, 1838;  Universalist  Society  in  Charlton,  ,  1827. 


CHATHAM. 

Baptist  - 

Chatham.   Chatham  Baptist  Church,  ,  1825.   Baptist  Society. 


Congregational  — 
Chatham.   Orthodox  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Chatham, 
June  15,  1720;  inc.  June  27, 1798.    Orthodox  Congregational 
Society,  Jan.  12, 1869  ;  inc.  Jan.  12,  1869.    First  Parish,  1824. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Chatham,  ,  1816 ;  inc. 

 ,  1821.    Methodist  Society,  ,  1821 ;  inc.  ,  1821. 


Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  C/iurc/i  in  Chatham,  ,  1836,  reorganized 

Aug.  31,  18G6.  First  Universalist  Societi/  in  Chatham,  Aug.  1, 
1822;  inc.  Mar.  13,  1860.    Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House. 
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CHELMSFORD. 

Baptist  — 

Central.    Tfie  Central  Baptist  Church  of  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  Feb.  14, 
1847;  inc.  Julij  21,1891. 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Chelmsford,  Oct.  22, 1771 ;  South  Chelms- 
ford Baptist  Church.    First  Baptist  Society,  Oct.  -,  1790. 


Congregational  — 
Central.    Central  Congregational  Church  in  Chelmsfoj'd^Veh.  12,  1876; 

inc.  May  28,  1880'.  Proprietors  of  the  Chelmsford  Centre 
Meeting  House,  inc.  Mar.  23, 1843. 

Second.   Second  Congregational  Church,  Chelmsford,  April  27,  1824 ; 

inc.  Feb.  2G,  1824.  Second  Congregational  Society,  Feb.  16, 
1824.  Proprietors  of  the  North  Chelmsford  Meeting  House, 
May  8, 1837  ;  inc.  April  17, 1838 ;  Propiietors  of  the  Second 
Congregational  Meeting  House  in  Chelmsford,  inc.  Feb.  3, 
1821, 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Chelmsford.    West  Chelmsford  !Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy 
 ,  1871 ;  West  Chelmsford  Union  Church. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
All  Saint's.    All  Saint's  Church,  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  July  15,  1860. 

Parish  of  All  Sai?ds\  inc.  Feb.  27,  1888 ;  Parish  of  Saint 
Ann's  Church,  May  26,  1867  ;  Parish  of  Saint  Anne'^s. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Society  of  Chelmsford,  ,  1655.  (Organ- 
ized in  Wenham  Oct.  8,  1644.) 


CHELSEA. 

Baptist— 

Gary  Avenue.   Cary  Avenue  Baptist  Church ;  Second  Baptist  Church, 
Aug.  9,  1859. 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Chelsea,  June  23,  1836.    First  Baptist 
Society,  Jan.  8,  1836  ;  inc.  Jan.  8,  1836. 


Congreg-ational  — 
Central.  Central  Congregational  Church  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  April  11, 
1871;  Jan.  13, 1892  ;  Broadway  Congregational  Church, 
April  2, 1851.  The  Central  Congregational  Society  of  Chelsea, 
April  4,  1871 ;  inc.  Mar.  24, 1871  ;  Wijinisimmet  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  the  City  of  Chelsea,  Sept.  6,  1843 ;  inc.  Aug. 
28,  1843. 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  of  Chelsea,  IMassachusetts,  Oct.  16, 
1874;  Chestnut  Street  Congregational  Church;  Winnisimmet 
Congregational  Clmrcli,  Sept.  20,  1841.  Chestnut  Street  Con- 
gregational Society,  i\ray  4,  1852 ;  inc.  May  4,  1852 ;  Winni- 
simmet Congregational  Society,  probably  Sept.  1,  1841. 

Third.  The  Third  Congregational  Church,  July  1,  1877  ;  inc.  Feb.  28, 
1878. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Mount  Bellingham.    Mount  Bellingham  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy 
April  7,  1853. 

Walnut  Street.  AValnut  Street  fA^^rc/i.  Trustees  of  the  First  Mefho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church  in  Chelsea,  inc.  April  2,  IS 50  ;  Trustees 
of  the  Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Chelsea,  inc. 
Mar,  24, 1845. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
St.  Luke^s.    Proprietors  of  St.  Litkc''s  Church  in  Chelsea,  inc.  Mar.  8, 
1844.    Mount  Zion  Church  in  Chelsea,  Sept.  7,  1841. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Unitarian  Society  in  Chelsea,  inc.  Mar.  24, 1853  ;  Third 
Congreyational  Society  in  Chelsea,  Oct.  23,  1840. 


CHESHIRE. 

Baptist  — 

Third.    Third  Baptist  Church  in  Cheshire  ;  Second  Lanesborough  Bap- 
tist Church,  ,  1789. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Cheshire.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  -,  1844. 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church,  April  1,  189G.    First  Universalist 
Society,  Mar.  23, 1849. 


CHESTER. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  C/i;/;r/i  of  Chester,  ,1783;  Chu?x'h  in 

Murrayiield,  Dec.  20, 17G9.    First  lleligious  Society  of  Chester. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church  in  Chester,  Massachusetts,  Nov. 

13,  1844.  Second  Ortliodox  Congregational  Society  of  Ches- 
ter, Massachusetts,  Aug.  3, 1844 ;  Second  Congregational  Soci- 
ety in  Chester,  Massachusetts,  Mar.  15,  1844 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Chester.    Chester  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1845. 


CHESTERFIELD. 
Congregational  — 
Chesterfield.    Congregational  Church  of  Chesterfield,  Massachusetts, 
Oct.  30,  17G4. 

CHICOPEE. 

Baptist  — 

Willimansett.  The  Beulah  Baptist  Church  of  Willimansett,  July  12, 
1892;  inc.  Nov.  10,1892. 

Central.  Central  Baptist  Church;  Third  Baptist  Church  in  Spring- 
field, Aug.  5,  1835.  Central  lUiptlst  Society  o/  Chirnpee,  inc. 
Ju7ic  8ylS87;  Baptist  Society  in  Cabotville ;  J'hird  Jlaptisl 
Society  in  Sprinejjield,  Dec.  3,  1834  ;  inc.  Feb.  21y  1835. 
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Baptist  — Con. 

TiKST.    The  First  Baptist  Cliiirch  in  Chicopec,  Mass.,  inc.  June  5, 1894 ; 

First  Baptist  Church  at  Cliieopee  Falls,  Nov.  28,  1828.  First 
Baptist  Church  Society  at  Chicopec  Falls,  April  28,  1841. 

Con  gregational  — 
Fjhst.  First  Congregational  Church,  Chicopec.  First  Congregational 
Society  of  Chicopce,  April  15,  1850;  inc.  Ajnnl  7,  1873; 
Second  Congregational  Socicti/,  Springfield ;  Fffth  Congrega- 
tional Society  of  Springfield,  Sejjt.  27,  1750.  Second  Parish, 
Springfield,  Sept.  27,  1752;  Fifth  Parish,  Springfield,  June 
10,  1750 ;  North  Parish,  Springfield. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Chicopee ;  Fifth  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Springfield,  Feb.  17,  18:U ;  First  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Chicopee  I'actory  Village,  Springfield,  A])ril 

17,  1831.    Second  Congregational  Soeictg  of  Chicopee,  , 

1849 ;  Fifth  Congregational  Socidi)  of  Springfield,  Oct.  1, 1833. 

Third.   Third  Congregational  Church,  ,  1848 ;  Sixth  Congregational 

Church,  Springfield,  Oct.  IG,  1834.  I'hird  Comp-cqational 
Society  o/  Chicopee,  April  12,  1870;  inc.  April  I'f,  1870; 
Sixth  Congregational  Society  of  Sprifigfield,  Mar.  2,  1835 ; 
inc.  ilfrtr.  2, 1835. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Central.     Trustees  of  the  Central  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Chicopee.    Perkins  Street  Methodist  Eplsco])al  Church  of 
Ghicojyee,  inc.  Mar.  20, 1885.    Trustees  of  the  Perkifis  Street 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Chicopee,  ,  1839  ;  inc.  , 

1874. 

GmcoPEE  Falls.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Chicopee  Falls,  , 

1824;  inc.  —  1826.  Chicopee  Falls  Methodist  Episcopal 
Society,  ,  1826  ;  inc.  ,  1826. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.   Grace  Episcopal  Church,  April  6,  1846. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  Unitarian  Church,  Nov.  21.  1841  First  Unitarian  Society,  Mar. 
16,1841. 

CHILMARK. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
CiiiLMARK    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Chilmark,  July  15,  1837. 

CLARKSBURG. 
(No  Church  of  any  denomination.) 


CLINTON. 

Baptist  - 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Clinton,  ,  1850 ;  First  Baptist  Church 

of  Lancaster,  April  24, 18 17.  First  Baptist  Society  in  Clinton, 
April  1,  1857;  inc.  April  28, 1854;  First  Baptist  Society  in 
Lancaster,  May  20,  1847. 


CHURCHES,  PARISHES,  AM) 


Congregational  — 

First.    First  Evangelical  Clt  urch,  ,  1850 ;  Second  Evangelical  Chur'.  h 

of  Lancaster,  Nov.  14,  1841:.  First  Evangelical  SocicLy,  Sept 
16, 1851 ;  Second  Evangelical  Socicli/  ol"  Lancaster,  June  1:-. 
1844. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Clinton,  Jan.  13,  1851 ;  iue, 
Oct.  5,  1851. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Good  Shepherd.    Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  April  14,  1879. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Church,  Jan.  23,  1853.    First  Unitarian  Society 
of  Clinton,  Massachusetts,  Oct.  7,  1850. 


C  OH  ASSET. 

Congregational  — 
Beechwood.    Evangelical  Union  Church,  Sept  17,  18G3  ;  inc.  Sept.  17, 
18G3.    Beecliwood  Evangelical  Union  Society,  Oct.  1,  18G6; 
inc.  Oct.  1,  18GG. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Cohasset,  Mass.,  Nov.  24, 
1824.  Second  Congregational  Society  in  Cohasset,  inc.  Mar. 
27, 1S35. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Nantasket.   Nantaskct  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  inc.  Feb.  27, 1889  : 

Methodist  Ej^iscopal  Church  of  North  Cohasset,  ,  1846. 

Methodist  Society  Politic  of  Cohasset. 

Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.    Church  of  the  First  Parish  in  Cohasset,  ,  1770; 

Church  of  the  Second  Parish  in  Ilingham,  Dec.  12, 1721.  First 

Parish  in  Cohasset,  ,  1770;  Second  Parish  in  Hingham, 

Mar..  6,  1721.  - 

COLRAIN. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  5,  1780.  First  Baptist  Society  in 
Colrain,  inc.  Jzme  12, 1818. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Colrain,  Mass.,  ,  1797.  Chris- 
tian Hill  Parish. 


Congregational  — 
Colrain.   Congregational  Church,  Dec.  9,  1819;  Church  in  Colrain, 
(Presbyterian)  about  1750 

Methodist  PJplscopal  — 
Colrain.    Colrain  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  -,  1832. 

East  Colrain.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  East  Colrain,  June  13, 
1876. 
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CONCORD. 

Congregational  — 
Concord.    TIw  Trinitarian  Congrcgationnl  Church  of.  Concord,  June  5, 
1826;  inc.  Oct.  16,  1801.    Second  Congregational  Society, 
 ,  182G  ;  inc.  ,  1826. 

Westvale.    Third  Congrcqational  Church  of  Concord,  Mass.,  May  13, 
1890;  inc.  May  10, 1800. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First  Norwegian.    First  Norwegian  and  Danish  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Feb.  6,  1887. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Parish  of  Trinity  Church  of  Concord,  ^lassacliusetts,  IMay  23, 
1887.    Trinity  Mission  of  Concord,  Massachusetts,  June  5, 
1883. 


Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.    Church  of  Christ  in  Concord,  July  5, 1630.  First  Parish 

in  Concord,  ,  1826 ;  Parish  of  Concord,  Sept.  12,  1635. 

77ie  Trustees  of  the  Congrcyational  Ministerial  Fund  in  Con- 
cord, inc.  Feb.  27, 1813. 


CONWAY. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Conway,  June  12,  1820 ;  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Christ  of  Conway,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Oct.  3,  1788. 
First  Baptist  Society. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  Conway,  July  14,  1768.  First 
Congregational  Society,  June  6,  1833. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Conway.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Conway,  May  12, 1852. 


COTTAGE  CITY. 

Baptist  — 

Oak  Bluffs.    Oak  Blufls  First  Baptist  Church,  April  13,  1877;  inc. 

April  13,  1882.  First  Baptist  Parish,  April  13,  1882;  inc. 
April  13,  1882. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  Church,  June  -,  1879 ;  inc.  June  -,  1879 ;  Vineyard 
Grove  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  3,  1877. 


CUMMIN  GTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Cummington,  April  24,  1821.    First  Bap- 
tist Society,  Cummington. 
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Congregational  — 
Village.    Village  Congregational  Church,  July  1, 1839.    Village  Con- 
gregational Society  of  Cu^nmington,  inc.  Jiaic  8, 1S87. 

West  Cummington.    West  Curamington  Congregational  Church,  Miir. 

17,  1851;  Second  Congregational  (Jh/nrh  of  Windsor,  Sept. 
21,  1840.  West  Cnmmington  Congregational  Socielt/,  Mar. 
17,  1851;  Hubbardville  "Congregational  Socicln,  Sept.  21. 
1840. 


Universalist  — 
West  Cummington.    Universalist  Churchy  ,  1840. 


DALTON.  ~ 

Baptist— 

First.    The  First  Baj^tist  Church  of  Dalton,  ,  1890;  inc.  May  5, 

1891. 


Congregational  — 
Dalton.    Congregational  Church,  Feb.  16,  1785. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Dalton.   Metliodist  Episcopal  Chuix*h,  ,  1858. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Parish  of  Grace  Church,  Dalton,  July  12,  1892.   Saint  Fhilip's 
Church ;  Church  of  the  Holy  Redeemer,  Mar.  27,  1889. 


DANA. 

Congregational  — 
Dana.    Orthodox  Congregational  ('hiirch,  Sept.  28,  1852.  Orthodox 
Congregational  Sociclg,  ,  1852;  inc.  July  1,  1852. 


Metliodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Dana.   North  Dana  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1832. 


DANVERS. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Danvers,  Massachusetts,  July  16,  1793. 

The  First  BajHist  Society  in  Danvers,  Nov.  12,  1781 ;  inc. 
Feb.  12, 1819. 


Congregational  — 

First.  The  First  Church  in  Danvers,  inc.  Dec.  22,  1890;  Church  oi 
Christ  at  Salem  Village,  Nov.  19,  1689.  First  Jicligious 
Society  in  Danvers,  May  28,  1838;  inc.  Mar.  28,  18::{8,  re- 
incorporated April  18,  1838.  North  Parish  in  Danvers; 
First  Parish  in  Salem  Village,  inc.  Oct.  8,  1672. 

Maple  Street.  Maple  Street  r7??^r<?A  ,•  Third  Congregational  Clmrch, 
Dec.  5,  1814.  ISIaple  Street  Congregationar  >Vor/f7//  in  Dan- 
vers, Mar.  25,  1874;  M(i))lc  Street  Church  and  Society  in 
Dmivers,  inc  Afai/  I,  18 T)?  ;  Tliird  Cougr^gatioital  Society  m 
Danvers^  Mar.  25,  1844 ;  inc.  Mar.  15, 1845. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Tai'LKVYILLE.    Tapleyville  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  INIar,  17,  1872. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
(^ALVAKY.   Calvary  C/^^^^/r/i,  Danvers,  April  14,1858.  PrtmA  of  Calvary 
Church,  Danvers. 

Unitarian  — 

Daxveks.   Unitarian  Congregational  Society^  ,  1865. 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.   First  Universalist  Churchy  ,  1840.   First  Universalist  Parish^ 

—  1829. 

DARTMOUTH.  ^ 

Congregational  — 

South  Daktmoutii.    South  IJartmoutli  Congregational  Church,  April  -, 
1807.    Congregational  Hocwly,,  ,  1857. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Russell's  Mills.   RusselPs  Mills  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


DEDHAM. 

Baptist  — 

Second.  The  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Dcdharji,  .^fass.,  inc.  June  26, 
1895;  East  Dedliam  Baptist  Churchy  Sept.  13,  1843.  East 

Dedham  Baptist  Socicti/,  ,  1843,  dissolved  at  the  date  of 

incorporation  of  the  church. 

West  Dedham.    First  Baptist  Church,  Dedham,  Xov.  3, 1824. 

Congregational  — 
ViitST.   First  Congregational  Church,  Dedham.    Allin  Evangelical  So- 
ciety,  Feb.  1,  1864;  inc.  Feb.  1,  1864.    Proprietors  of  the  New 
Meeting  House  in  Dedham,  Mar.  25, 1822  ;  inc.  Fcb^ll,lS22. 

Islington.   Islington  Congregational  Church,  ,  1880. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Dedham.    First  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli  in 
Dedham,  inc.  Aug.  5,  1865.    Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  Dedham,  inc.  Mar.  25, 1845. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Good  Shepherd.    Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Oakdale,  Dedham, 
 ,  1876. 

St.  Paul's.  St.  PauVs  Episcopal  Church  in  Dedham,  inc.  Mar.  10, 
1874 ;  The  Episcopal  Church  in-  Dedham,  inc.  June  12, 
1818 ;  The  Episcopal  Church  iii  Dedham,  inc.  Feb.  27,1794. 

Unitarian  — 

KiKST.    First  Church  in  Dedliam,  Nov.  8, 1638.    First  Parish  in  Dedliam. 

West  Dedhaaf.  West  Dedham  Unitarian  Church  :  Second  Church  in 
Dedham,  June  4,  1735.  (Cnlhid  Sch-oiuP'  as  then>  was  no 
church  organization  at  the  time  in  tlu^  Scroiid  I'arisli.)  lliird 
Parish  »Jan.  10,  1736  ;  Clapboards  Tr(;c  L'arish. 
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DEERFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
Deekfield.    Orthodox  Cono;regatioiial  Church,  June  2, 1835.  Orthodox 
Society,  Oct.  1,  1«;38 ;  inc.  Oct.  1,  1838. 

South  Deerfield.  The  Conciregatioiial  Church  of  Soufh  Deerftcld, 
Mass.,  June  30,  1818;  inc.  Oct.  0, 1S91.  Second  Conyrega- 
tio7ial  Parish  in  Dcerjield,  inc.  June  12, 181S. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

South  Deekfield.    South  Deertield  ]N[ethodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1843 ;  inc.  ,  1848. 

Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.  First  Congregational  Church ;  Church  in  Deerfield,  Oct. 
17,  1688.    First  Congregational  Parish,  Feb.  15,  1825. 


DENNIS. 

Congregational  — 
South  Dennis.    South  Dennis  Congregational  Church,  June  16,  1817. 

Union.    Union  Church,  Mar.  17,  1866 ;  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church. 

Dennis  Union  Religious  Society,  Jan.  4,  1877 ;  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Society ;  Dennis  Independent  Religious  Society, 
Jan.  2, 1864. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Dennis.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  2,  1873;  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church ;  Reformed  ^Methodist  Church.  West  Dennis 
Parish. 

DIGHTON. 

Baptist  — 

FmsT.    First  Baptist  Church,  Dighton,  Massachusetts,  ,  1780.  First 

Baptist  Society  in  Dighton,  inc.  Feb.  9, 1824,  society  dissolved. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1712  ;  South  Precinct  Church. 

Central  Congregational  Society,  —  -,1828;  Tlic  First  Con- 
gregational Society  i/i  J)i(/h/n)i,  ,  1803  ;  inc^  Mar.  1,  1S03. 

(Authorized  to  lease  or  sell  pews  in  tlie  Ruck-Plain  Meeting 
llouse.)    South  Precinct  in  T<tunton,  inc.  Seid..  IG,  1700. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Dighton.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Dighton,  May  13,  1816. 

North  Dighton.   North  Dighton  Methodist  Episcopal  Chuixh,  ]\Iar. 
12,  1831 ;  inc.  April  -,  1865. 

Unitarian  — 

Dighton.    Pedobaptist  Congregational  Society,  ,  1798,  inc.  Ju)ic  25, 

17 OS.  (No  society  is  named  in  tlie  incorporating  Act,  which 
is  entitled  "  An  Act  to  iucorpoiaU;  cortain  Persons  TrusLci^s  lo 
manage  the  Funds  for  th(?  p(n-nianent  Support  of  a  Pedo- 
baptist Congregational  Ministcf,  that  may  olliciate  in  the 
Meeting-House  near  the  four  (  'orners,  in  the  southerly  Part 
of  Dighton,  in  the  County  of  Bristol.") 
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DOUGLAS. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congrcgntional  Church  of  Douglas,  Mass.,  ,  1834  ;  inc. 

Oct.  15,  lS9(i ;  Conirreg'ational  Church  in  Doughis,  , 

1808;  The  Church  oi'  Christ  in  Douo-his,  Nov.  11,  1747. 
Congregational  Society  in  Douglas,  inc.  Mar.  3, 1800. 

Second.    Second  Conj^reirational  Church  in  Douglas,  June  12,  1834. 
Second  Congregational  Society,  June  12,  1834. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Douglas.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  Wesleyan  Methodist  Churchy 
 ,  1866  ;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1844. 


DOVER. 

Baptist  — 

Springdale.    Springdale  Baptist  Church,  Dover,  Mass.,  Nov.  4,  1867; 

Needham  and  Dover  Baptist  Chiirch,  Sept.  13,  1837.  Dover 
Baptist  Societf/,  Jim.  23,  1865;  Needham  and  Dover  Baptist 
Society,  Nov.  27,  1837. 


Congregational  — 

Dover.  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  of  Dover,  Mass.,  inc.  Juli/  3, 
1890 ;  Second 'Congregational  Church,  Oct.  23, 1839.  Second 
Congregational  Parish. 


Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Parish  Church  in  Dover,  ,  1784  ;  West  Church  in  Ded- 

ham,  Nov.  7, 1762.    First  Parish  in  Dover,  ,  1784  ;  Fourth 

Parish  in  Dedliam;  Springfield  Parish.  West  Precinct  i?i 
Dedham,  inc.  Nov.  18, 1748. 


DRACUT. 

Congregational  — 
Central.    Central  Congregational  Church,         25,1847.    First  Parish 
in  Dracut,  ,  1847. 

First.  First  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  20,  1835;  Central  Chiuxh, 
—  1794 ;  The  Church  of  Dracut,  Mar.  29, 1721.  First  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Society,  Feb.  -,  1835. 


DUDLEY. 

Congregational  — 

First.    The  first  Congregational  Church  of  Dudley,  ,  1732 ;  inc.  Sept. 

lG,18fjl.  The  frd  Cong  rc  gat  i' mat  Society  in  Dudley,  ina. 
June  23, 1797,  society  dissolved. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Dudley.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  16,  1845. 
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DUNSTABLE. 

Congregrational  — 
Dunstable.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Dunstable,  Mass., 
inc.  Dec.  27.,  1802;  First  Church  in  Dunstable;  Second 
Church  in  Dunstable,  May  12, 1757.*    Evano-dical  Congrega- 
tional Sociely,  Jan.  21,  1818,  society  dissolved;  First  Society. 

Universalist — 

Dunstable.   First  Universalist  Parish,  Nov.  IG,  1876 ;  First  Parish.^ 
Dec.  29, 1831. 

DUX BURY. 

Congregational  — 
Pilgrim.    The  Pilgrim  Church       Duxbury,  inc.  Mar.  25.,  1891 ;  Pil- 
grim Congregational  CJiurch  in  Dnxbury,  ,  1873;  inc. 

Mar.  24,  1874.  The  Trustees  of  the  Wcsleyan  Church  in 
Duxbury,  ,  1843  ;  inc.  May  8, 1857. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
IIlGH  Stkeet.    West  Duxbury  Methodist  Episcopal  CJiurch,  Oct.  -,  1832 ; 

Duxbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Chu  rch.  Trustees  of  the  Metho- 
dist EpiscoiMl  Church  in  Duxbury,  inc.  Jan.  28, 1824. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Joun's.    Church  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  April  14,  1887. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  C^wrc/^  in  Duxbury ;  C/i«rc/i  in  Duxborough,  1632.  First 
Unitarian  Parish,  Mar.  3,  1828. 


EAST  BRIDGEWATER. 
Congregational  — 
Union.    Union  Church  in  East  Bridgewater ;  Union  Church  in  East  and 
West  Bridgewater,  June  20,  1826.    Union  Society  in  East 
Bridgewater,  inc.  May  13,  1804  ;  Union  Trinitarian  Society 
of  East  and  West  Bridgewater,  April  29,  1826. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

First.   First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  3, 1857  ;  inc.  ,  1859 ; 

Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  East  Bridgewater,  ,  1824 ; 

Third  Church  in  Bridgewater,  Oct.  28,  1724.  First  Parish  in 
East  Bridgewater,  June  12,  1824 ;  inc.  June  12,  1824 ;  East 
Parish  or  Precinct  of  Bridgewater,  Dec.  14,  1723 ;  inc.  Dec. 
14,1723. 

EASTHAM. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Eastham.    Eastham  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1823. 

Universalist— 

First.    First  Universalist  Parish  of  Eastham,  Mass.,  Aug.  12, 1889 ;  inc. 
Aucr.  12,  1889. 


•  The  original  First  was  in  Dunstable,  N.  11.,  set  offin  1741. 
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EASTHAMPTON. 
congregational  — 
FncST.   First  Church,  Easthampton,  Mass.,  Nov.  17, 1785.    First  Congre- 
gational Parish. 

Paysox.   The  Payson  Church,  July  8,  1852.    Payson  Congregational 
Society,  May  3,  1852  ;  inc.  April  23,  1852. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Kasthampton.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1863  ;  inc.  ,  1863. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Philip's.    Saint  Philip's  Church,  July  8, 1870 ;  inc.  April  10, 1871. 


EAST  LONGMEADOW. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  East  Longmeadow,  Massachusetts,  June 
23, 1818.  First  Baptid  Society  iu  (he  Town  of  Longmeadow, 
Jan.  13, 1816  ;  inc.  Feb.  8, 1819,  dissolved  Mar.  31,  1873. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  in  East  Longmeadow,  ,  1895 ; 

Second  Congregational  Church  in  Longmeadow,  April  22, 
1829.  First  CongrcgationaL  Society /;z  East  Longmeadow, mo,. 
Mar.  1,1895 ;  Third  Iicligious  Society  in  Longmeadow,  Ma,T. 
30, 1830.  Second  Parish  in  Longmeadow,  inc.  June  17, 1831. 
Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House  of  the  Third  Religious  Soci- 
ety in  Longmeadow,  inc.  June  16, 1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Longmeadow.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  East  Longmeadow, 
 , 1852. 

E  A  S  T  O  N  . 

Baptist— 

First.  The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Easton,  Feb.  13,  1891 ;  inc.  July  11, 
1891. 

Congregational  — 
Easton.  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  in  Easton,  Massachusetts, 
April  7,  1881 ;  Church  of  Christ  in  Easton,  Jan.  28,  1747. 
Evangelical  Congregational  Society  of  Easton,  Jan.  28,  1839  ; 
inc.  Sept.  27,  1882.  L^roprictors  of  the  new  Meeting  House  in 
Easton,  May  7,  1832,  dissolved  Dec.  27,  1882. 

Swedish.   Swedish  Church  of  jSTorth  Easton,  ,  1883. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Central.    Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  North  Easton,  , 

1861;  North  Easton  Village  Church;  North  Easton  Main 
Street  Church. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Church  of  Christ  in  the  East  Precinct  of  Norton,  ,  1718. 

Congregational  Parish  in  Easton,  inc.  iNIar.  1,  1810 ;  Congre- 
gational Parisl\  ///.  h'aston,  inc.  Fe(j.  7, 1 792.  East  Precinct 
of  Norton,  June  5,  1718. 
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Unitarian— Con. 

Unity.    Unity  Church  of  North  Eiiston,  Massachusetts,  Sept.  6,  1876 ; 

Unitarian  Church  of  North  Easton,  Massachusetts,  Jan.  1, 
1868. 

EDGARTOAV^N. 

Baptist— 

FiKST.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Edgartown,  April  16,  1823.    First  Bap- 
tist Society  of  Edgartown,  Apx'il  16,  1823. 

Congregational  — 
FutST.   First  Church  of  Clirist,  July  -,  1612.  Edgartown  Congregational 
Society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Edgartown.    First  Methodist 
Episcopal  Society  of  Edgartown^  inc.  Feb.  28, 1828. 


EGREMONT. 

Baptist  — 

North  Egremont.   North  l^gremont  Bai)tist  Church,  ,  1789 ;  Great 

Barrington  and  Egremont  Ba})tist  CJuirch,  ,  1777.  Baptist 

Society  iu  Er/rcniout,  ,  1780  ;  inc.  Ju.uc  10, 1808  ;  Great 

Barrington,  Stockbridge,  Alford,  and  Egremont  Society. 

Congregational  — 
South  Egremont.    Congregational  Church  of  South  Egremont,  Nov. 

22,  1816 ;  inc.  iMar.  29,  1833.  Congrcgaiional  Society  in 
Egremont,  inc.  Feb.  21, 1834. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Egremont.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1861. 


ENFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
Enfield.   Congregational  Church,  Dec.  2, 1789.  Congregational  Parish 

of  Enfield,  ,  1830 ;  South  Parish  of  Greenwich,  inc.  June 

21,1787. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Enfield.   Enfield  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct.  15, 1843. 


ERVING. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  Erving,  Sept.  19,  1832.  First 
Evangelical  Congregational  Society  of  Erving,  Feb.  10,  1855; 
inc.  Jan.  11,  1842. 

ESSEX. 

Congregational  — 
First.    Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  Essex;  Chebacco  Church; 

Second  Church  in  Ipswich,  Aug.  12,  1683.  First  Parish  in 
Essex ;  Second  Parish  i)i  fpsunch,  Mny  28,  1679 ;  inc.  April 
17,1770.   l^racmct  of  Chebacco. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Fssnx    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Essex,  Massacliusetts,  Dec.  14, 
1830. 

Universalist — 
Essex.   Universalist  Church,  April  20,  1829. 


EVERETT. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  in  Everett,  Massachusetts,  June  8,  1871; 
inc.  Sept.  24, 1873. 

Glendale.    Qlendale  Baptist  Church  of  Everett,  April  14,  1891 ;  inc. 
Oct.  31, 1891. 

Ziox.   Zion  Baptist  Church  of  Everett,  Mass.,  Feb.  24,  1894;  inc.  Feb. 
24,  1894.    Zion  Mission,  Nov.  9,  1893. 

Congregational  — 

CouRTLAND  STREET.    Courtlaud  Street  Congregational  Church,  , 

1891. 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  Eveixtt,  Mass.,  jNIar.  4, 1891 ;  inc. 

April  8, 1891.  Everett  Cono^reii-ational  Church  ;  SoutJi  Mai- 
den Congregational  Church,  Oct.  30,  LSGl.  Everett  Congrega- 
tional Society,  Dec.  19,  1870;  inc.  Feb.  20,  1878;  South 
Maiden  Congregational  Society,  July  19,  1852. 

Mystic  Side.     The  Mgstic  Side  Concjrerjalional  Church  of  Everett,  Feb. 
23, 1893 ;  inc.  April  10, 1893. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.   First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct.  11,  1870 ;  inc.  Aug.  21, 
1871. 


Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Everett,  Oct.  28,  1892.  First  Uni- 
versalist Society  of  Everett,  Nov.  5,  1875;  South  IVIalden 
Universalist  Society,  July  8,  18G9. 


FAIRHAVEN. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  Fairhaven,  Massachusetts,  inc. 

Aug.  22,  1895.  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  New  Bedford, 
July  23,  1794.  First  Congregational  Society  in  Fairhaven, 
inc.  Mar.  17, 1845. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Fairhaven.   jNIcthodist  Ei)iscopal  Church  in  Fairhaven,  Aug.  30,  1832 ; 
inc.  Aus:.  30,  1832. 


Unitarian  — 

Washington  Street.   AVashington  Street  Christian  Church,  Dec.  7, 

1832;  inc.  ,  ISSl.'  Proprietors  of  the  Washington  Street 

Christian  Meeting  House  in  Fairhaven,  Nov.  30,  1820;  inc. 
Mar,  11, 1833. 
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FALL  RIVER. 

Baptist— 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  ,  1834; 

First  Baptist  Church  in  Troy,  ,  1825 ;  Second  Baptist 

Church,  Tiverton,  ,  1806  ;  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Frei^- 

town,  ,  1781.    First  Baptist  Socieli/,  Fall  River,  Massa- 

chusetts,  ,  1834;  First  Baptist  Society  in  May  14, 

1827;  mo.  June  18, 1831. 

Baptist  Temple.  Second  Baptist  Church,  June  18,  1846.  Second  Bap- 
tist Society,  ,  1846. 

Congregrational  — 
Broadway.   Broadway  Congregational  Church,  ,  1894. 

Central.  Central  Congregational  CA?<rt7/.  of  Fall  River,  ]Massachusetts, 
Nov.  16, 1842.  Central  Congrei^ational  Society,  Jan.  20, 1843 ; 
inc.  Jan.  20,  1843. 

First.   First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1834 ;  First  Congregational 

Church  of  Troy,  Massachusetts,  Jan.  9,  1810.  First  Con.<irc- 
gationcil  Society  in  Fall  iliver,  inc.  Mar.  18,  1845;  First 
Congregational  Society  in  Troy,  ,  1820;  inc.  Feb.  9, 1821. 

Fowler.  Fowler  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  3,  1891 ;  Third  Congre- 
gational Church,  June  3,  1874. 

French.    French  Concfregational  Church  of  Fall  liiver,  ,  1886  ;  inc. 

Oct.  29, 1887. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Brayton.   Brayton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1868.  Brayton 

Methodist  Episcopal  Society. 

First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,1825.    First  Methodist 

Episcopal  Society,  Jan.  11, 1839  ;  inc.  Jan.  11, 1839,  society  dis- 
solved in  1874.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  inc.  Oct.  26,  1874. 

NORTU.    North  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Quarry  Street.  Quarry  Street  jNlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sept.  28, 
1870. 

Saint  Paul's.  Saint  Paurs  Methodist  Episcopal  (Jhurch,  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  April  29,  1851.  Trustees  of  Saint  Paul's  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Summerfield.    Summerfield  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1891 ; 

Park  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  North  Main  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  Ferry  Street  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  Sept.  9,  1874. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Ascension.    Church  of  the  Ascension,  May  1,  1837. 

Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1884. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1881. 

Saint  Mark's.    Saint  Mark.s  ParisJi  Church  of  Fall  L'ircr,  inc.  July 
17, 1894.    Saint  Mark's  Mission  Church,  Feb.  3,  1877. 
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Unitarian  — 

Fall  River.  Unitarian  Society  in  Fall  Eiver,  inc.  Feb,  5, 1839  ;  Unita- 
rian Society  at  Fall  liiver  in  the  Town  of  Troijy  inc.  Mar.  9, 
1832. 

FALMOUTH. 

Congregational  — 
East.   East  Falmoutli  Congregational  Church,  June  20,  1821.  East 
Falmouth  Congregational  Society,  Aug.  29, 1842. 

First.   First  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  10, 1708. 

North.  North  Falmouth  Congregational  Church,  May  -,  1833.  North 
Falmouth  Congregational  Society,  May  -,  1833. 

Waquoit.    Lee  Congregational  Church  of  East  Falmouth,  Jan.  3,  1849. 

Lee  Congregational  Society  of  East  Falmouth,  Aug.  2G,  1818. 

Wood's  Holl.    First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  14,  1880. 

The  First  Orthodox  Conyrajational  Society  of  WootVs  Holl, 
June  1,  1888  ;  inc.  June  4,  ISb'S. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East.   East  Falmouth  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1865. 

Falmouth.  Falmouth  Methodist  EpiseojMl  Church.  The  Methodist 
Society  in  Falmouth  and  Sandwich ;  First  Methodist  Society 
in  Falmouth,  inc.  Feb.  28, 1811. 

West.   West  Falmouth  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1854. 

Wood's  Holl.  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  21,  1888 ;  Peo- 
ple's Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  24,  1884. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Barnabas's.    Saint  Barnabas's  Parish,  Dec.  29, 1888. 

Messiah.    Church  of  the  Messiah,  Wood's  Holl,  Massachusetts,  Sept. 

17,  1852  ;  inc.  Sept.  28,  1852.  Church  of  the  Messiah  Parish, 
Sept.  17, 1852 ;  inc.,  Sept.  28,  1852. 


FITCHBURO. 

Baptist  — 

Beth  Eden.   Beth  Eden  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  21,  1893;  inc.  Nov.  1, 
1893. 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Fiichburg,  Mass.,  inc.  Feb.  27,  1801. 

First  Baptist  Society  in  Fiichburg,  inc.  il/ar.  17, 1869,  society 
dissolved  in  1891.  Villar/e  Baptist  Society  in  Fiichburg,  June 
8,  1831 ;  inc.  Feb.  21, 1834. 

Highland.    Highland  Baptist  Church  of  Fiichburg,  Mass.,  April  20, 
1891 ;  inc.  May  0, 1892. 

Congregational  — 
Calvinistic.  Calvinistic  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  - ,  1768.  Calvin- 
istic  Cong  regal  ional  Society  in  Fifchburg,  May  25,  1805;  inc. 
June  14,  jSy>,'7.  (Act  repealed  Feb  3,  1814,  and  the  Calvin- 
istic Congregational  Socirly  in  Fitchburg,  and  the  First 
Parish  to  constitute  "  one  parish:') 

German.    German  Evangelical  Congrei^ational  Cliurch,Y\tchh\\i'g,  , 

1889. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
RoLLSTONE.    Kollstone  Coii;xrei2,-atiomil  Church,  April  16,  18G8.  Roll- 
sl07ie  Coiig)'c</a/i(»ial  Society  i?i  Fitchburg,  May  25, 1868;  inc. 
April  29, 16' 06'. 

Swedish.    Swedish  Evangelical  Conqrcgaiional  Church  of  Fitchburg^ 
Mass.,  Jan.  24,  1892  ;  inc.  Feb.  IS,  1893. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FiTCHBUKG.    Fitchburg  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1834. 

West.   West  Fitchburg  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  17,  1881. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.   Parish  of  Christ  Church,  Fitchburg,  ]\Iass.,  ,  1863. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.   Unitarian  Church,  Jan.     1823.    Second  Parish  in  Fitchburg, 
—  1823. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Fitchburg,  Aug.  10,  1858.  Fii'st 
Universalist  Society  in  Fitchburg,  Oct.  9,  1844. 


FLORIDA. 

Baptist  — 

Florida.   Florida  Baptist  Church,  ,  1810 ;  inc.  ,  1810.  Florida 

Baptist  Parish,  ,  1805 ;  inc.  ,  1805. 


FOXBOROUGH. 

Baptist  - 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  Corporation,  May  11,  1889 ;  First  Baptist 

Church  iu  Foxborough,  Jlfa.^s.,  ,  1817  ;  inc.  June  5,  1889. 

First  Baptist  Society  in  Foxborough,  Mar.  11,  1816,  society 
dissolved. 

Congregational  — 
Bethany.   Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  -,  1855 ;  Foxborough 
Congregational  Church,  Nov.  25,  1779.    Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional Society,  Jan.  17,  1855.    Trustees  of  the  Ministerial 
Fund  in  the  Parish  in  Foxborough,  inc.  Feb.  IG,  1824. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Foxborough.   IMethodist  Episcopal  (  Vi/^/-c7i,  Foxborough,  July 1893 ; 
inc.  July  -,  1896. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Mark's.    Saint  Mark's  Vari^h,  Foxborough,  A\)yi\  13,1890;  inc. 
Jan.  3,1893. 


Universalist  — 

First.    Foxborough  Iniircrxal isl  Church,  inc.  Oct.  1(1, 1890 ;  First  Uni- 
versalist Church  of  I'ox borough. 
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FRAMINGHAM. 

Baptist - 

Framingiiam.    The  First  Baptist  Church  in  Framingham,  inc.  Aug. 

31,  1888 ;  Framingham  Baptist  Church,  ,  1826.  The 

First  Baptist  Society Framingham,  inc.  June  22, 1812. 

South  Framingham.    Park  Street  Baptist  Church,  inc.  Oct.  28, 1891  ; 

South  Framingham  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  17,  1854.  South 
Framingham  Barish,  parish  dissolved. 

Congregational  — 
Framingham.    The  Plymouth  Church  in  Framingham,  April  17,  1871 ; 

inc.  May  1,  1890;  llollis  Evangelical  Church,  ,  1830; 

Church  of  Christ  in  Framingham,  Oct.  8,  1701.  Plymouth 
Society  in  Framingham,  inc.  Mar.  31,  1871 ;  llollis  Evan- 
gelical Society  iii  Fra7ningham,  Feb.  8,  1830. 

Saxonville.  Edwards  Church,  ]\Iay  26,  1833.  Edwards  Congrega- 
tional Society,  May  20,  1833;  inc.  ]\Iay  26,  1833.  Saxonville 
Religious  Society,  Feb.  22,  1827;  inc.  Feb.  22,  1827.  Saxo}i- 
ville  Parish  in  the  Town  of  Framingham,  Feb.  23,  1827  ;  inc. 
Feb.  23, 1827. 

South.    Gi^ace  Congregational  Church  of  South  Framingham,  inc.  Dec. 

24, 1880  ;  Soutli  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Fram- 
ingham, INIass.,  July  7,  1880  ;  South  Ciiurch  of  Framingham, 
Jan.  2,  1873.  South  Congregational  Society,  Nov.  19,  1872, 
society  dissolved. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Saxonville.    Saxonville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1788. 

South.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  South  Framingham,  Nov.  5, 
1869 ;  inc.  April  30,  1884. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Church,  Framingham,  Dec.  8,  1886. 

Unitarian  — 

First  Parish.    Unitarian  Church,  ,  1826;  inc.  ,  1826.  First 

PaiHsh,  Jan.  -,  1830. 

Universalist  — 

South.    Universalist  Church,  South  Framingham,  April  28, 1878. 


FRANKLIN. 

Baptist  — 

Franklin.    Baptist  Church,  IVIar.  7,  1882. 

Congregational  — 

First.     First  Congregational  Church  in  Franklin,  Mass.,  ,  1778; 

Second  ChurcJi  in  AVrentham,  Feb.  16,  1738,  The  First  Con- 
gregatio}ial  Parish  i)i  the  Toicu.  (f  Franklin,  Jan.  16,  17;)8; 
inc.  Mar  14,  ISOT).  Second  Precinct  in  Wrentham,  ,Ian.  16, 
1737;  inc.  Dec.  23,  1737. 

South.    South  Congregational   Churvli  of  Franklin,  Sejit.  13,  185o. 
Soutli  Franklin  I'nrish,,  ,  185o. 


58 


CHURCHES,  PARISHES,  AND 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Franklin.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sept.  9,  1872 ;  inc.  Sept.  20, 
1872. 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.   First  Universalist  Church  of  Franklin,  Sei^t.  -,  1856.    First  Uni- 
versalist Society,  Oct.  4,  1858 ;  inc.  Mar.  -,  1872. 


FREETOWN. 

Congregational  — 
ASSONET.   Assonet  Church,  ,  1807.    Cono:reg'ational  Parish  in  Free- 
town, April  5, 1852.   East  Precinct,  Dec.  2,  1805. 


GARDNER. 

Baptist  — 

First.  The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Gardner,  Nov.  15,  1830 ;  inc.  April 
20, 1891.  First  Baptist  Society  of  Gardner,  society  dissolved 
April  27,  1891. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congre^^ational  Church,  Feb.  1,  1786.    First  Parish  of 
Gardner,  June  17,  1785. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Gardner.    Gardner  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  3,  1869. 

Swedish.  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  8,  1892;  inc. 
Aug.  11, 1892. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.   St.  Paul's  Mission  Church,  Feb.  9, 1883. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Unitarian  Church,  Gardner,  Oct.  23,  1884;  inc.  Mar.  31, 
1885.  First  Unitarian  Society,  Gardner,  Oct.  23,  1884;  inc. 
Mar.  31, 1885. 


Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1874 ;  Church  of  the  Unity  and 

Restoration,  ,  1868.  First  Universalist  Parish,  ,  1874 ; 

Parish  of  the  Unity  and  Restoration,  ,  1868. 


GAY  HEAD. 

Baptist  - 

Gay  Head.    Gay  Head  Baptist  Church  ;  Native  Baptist  Church, 
1693.    Gay  Head  Baptist  Parish. 


GEORGE  T  O  W  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Churcli  of  Cmnujdoum,  ,  1838;  inc.  Mar.  5, 

lSi)5  ;  Baptist  Church  in  KowU^y,  —  -,  1785.  Baptist  lic- 
lif/ious  Society  in  Jiou'/cy,.]nue  21,  1811  ;  inc.  ,fu)tc  '21, 1811- 
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Congregational  — 
First.  First  Con<;re(>:ational  Church,  —  -,  1838 ;  Second  Church  in 
Rowley;  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  Rowley,  Oct.  4,  1732. 
First  Congregational  Society  in  Georgetown,  April  9,  1839. 
West  or  Second  Parish  in  lioivlcy,  Oct.  5,  1731 ;  inc.  Oct.  i, 
1731. 

Memorial.    The  Orthodox  Memoricd  Church  in  Georgetown,  IVIass.,  Jan. 

12,  1869 ;  inc.  J(tn.  5,  IS 05 ;  Orthodox  Congregational 
Church,  Jan.  27,  1861.  Orthodox  IMemorial  Society  ;  Ortho- 
dox Congregational  Society,  May  15,  1866. 


GILL. 

Congregational  — 
Gill.    Gill  Congregational  Church,  May  22,  1796.    Gill  Congregational 
Society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Gill.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Gill,  Mass.,  April  16, 1827. 


GLOUCESTER. 

Baptist  — 

East  Gloucester.    Chapel  Street  Bapti.st  Ch^irch  of  Gloucester,  Oct. 

29,  1891;  East  Gloucester  Baptist  Church,  July  13,  1863. 
Parish  of  the  Chapel  Street  Bapt  ist  Church  of  Cloucester,  Feb. 
29, 1892;  inc.  Feb.  20, 1S02.  East  Olouccdcr  Baptist  Society, 
Mar.  14,  1865 ;  inc.  April  30,  1878. 

First  First  Baptist  Church  and  Society,  Feb.  27,  1810 ;  Second  Baptist 
Chui'ch  and  Society,  April  19,  1830. 

Congregational  — 
Lanesville.    The  North  Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  Aug.  25, 
1830.    Orthodox  Congregational  Society,  Mar.  6,  1828 ;  inc. 
May  4,  1864. 

Magnolia.  Union  Congregational  Church  of  Magnolia,  Feb.  9,  1887  ; 
inc.  Dec.  3, 1802  ;  Union  Congregational  Church. 

Trinity.  Trinity  Congregational  Church  of  Qloucester,  Massachusetts, 
Mar.  11,  189*2;  "inc.  April  13, 1802  ;  Evangelical  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Nov.  17,  1829.  Evangelical  Congregational 
Society,  Mar.  13,  1830. 

West.    The  West  Gloucester  Trinitarian  Congrcqaiional  Church,  , 

1833;  inc.  Aug.  20,  1803;  Second  ^Church,  Oct.  4  1716. 
Second  Parish  in  Gloucester,  inc.  June  6,  1716. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Bay  View.   Bay  View  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

East  Gloucester.    East  Gloucester  ISlethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Prospect  Street.    Prospect  Street  IVIethodist  E])iscopal  Church,  , 

1883;  Elm  Street  iMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1859; 

Prospect  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  —  -,  1825. 
Trustees  of  the  Prospect  Street  Metliodist  EpixcojKil  Church  of 
Gloucester,  inc.  June  25, 1801;  Trustees  of  the  First  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Fpiscopal  Cliureh  in  Gloucester ;  Trustees  (f 
the  Methodist  Kpiscopnl  C\\m\-\\  in  Gloucester  Harbor;  Trus- 
tees of  Uic  Methodist  Episcopal  (^hun;li. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — Con. 
RiVERDALE.    Riverdale  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  6,  1859; 
Town  Parish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  -,  1838. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Church,  May  15,  1863 ;  inc.  Oct.  7,  1863. 
Saint  John's  Parish,  Oct.  16, 1S71. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Parish  Church,  •  ,1642.    First  Parish  in  Gloucester,  inc. 

Dec.  15,1742.  Trustees  of  the  Jlinisterial  Fund  in  the  First 
Parish  in  Gloucester,  inc.  Mar.  3, 1826. 

Universalist  — 

Annisquam.  Annisquam  Universalist  Church  in  Gloucester,  Jan.  -, 
1890.  Third  Parish  in  Gloucester;  Annisquam  Parish,  inc. 
June  11, 1728. 

East.  .  East  Gloucester  Universalist  Church,  Jan.  17, 1886.  Universalist 
Parish,  inc.  IMar.  22,  188-1:. 

Gloucester.  7'he  Independent  Christian  Church  in  Gloucester,  Jan.  1, 
1779;  inc.  June  28,  1702.  Independent  Christian  Society, 
Dec.  25,  1780. 

Lanesville.  Lanesville  Universalist  CJiurch,  Jan.  -,  1890.  Society  of 
the  Lanesville  Universalist  Parish  of  Gloucester,  Massachu- 
setts, Feb.  7, 1876. 


GOSHEN. 

Congregational  — 

Goshen,   Goshen  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  21,  1780.    Goshen  Con- 
gregational Parish,  Dec.  21,  1780. 


G  O  S  N  O  L  D  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Cuttyhunk.    Cuttyhunk  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


GRAFTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Grafton,  Mass.,  June  20,  1800 ;  inc. 

Feb.  23, 1894.    First  Baptist  Society  in  Grafton,  ,  1800 ; 

inc.  Feb.  18,  1839. 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Church  of  Grafton,  Nov.  9,  1838. 

Congregational  — 
Grafton.  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Gv^^ion,  INIassachusetts, 
Dec.  28,  1731.  Evangelical  Congregational  Society,  (irafton, 
Massachusetts,  Feb.  27,  1H32.  Proprietors  o/  the  Frauf/r/icaf 
Con(jre(jational  Meeting  House  i)i  Grafton,  in  the  (Jounty  of 
Worcester,  inc.  Jpril  7,  1S37. 

Saundersville.  Union  C(>n;/r(  i/((/i(>n(il  Church  of  Grafton,  Massachu- 
setts, inc.  Fi  b.  8,  iSf/.")  ;  Sauiulorsville  ( 'ongregational  ( 'hurch, 
April  18,  1860.  Saundersville  Congregational  Society,  June 
1,  1859. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 

NoKTii.    North  Grafton  Society  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  , 

1839  ;  inc.  ,  1864. 

Unitarian  — 

Grafton.  Unitarian  CJmrch,  —  1826.  Unitarian  Society.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Grafton,  inc.  Feb. 
29, 1864. 

• 

GRANBY. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Concrregational  Church  of  Granby,  Massachusetts,  Oct. 

1762;  (Feb.  15,  1707  "the  church  in  Gr;mby"  voted  to  unite 
with  the  "  West  Sociciif^  ;  East  Congre<z:ational  Church.  First 
Parish,  ,  1768  ;  East  Farish,  —  1762. 


GRANVILLE. 

Baptist  — 

Granville    Granville  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  15, 1790. 

Congregational  — 
East.  East  Granville  Congregational  Church  ;  First  Church  of  Christ 
in  Granville,  —  -,  1717.  Congregational  Society.  I'^ast 
Parisli,  Granville,  INlay  LS,  186.3.  Trustees  of  the  Fund  raised 
for  the  Siqyport  of  the  )uinister  in  the  Fast  Parish  of  Gran- 
ville, inc.  June  23,  HUT. 

West.    Congregational  Church  of  West  CJranville,  ,1833;  Second 

Church  of  Christ  in  (iranville,  Nov.  19, 1781.  West  Granville 
Parish;  Middle  Granville  Farish,  ,  1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Granville.    Granville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  15,  1880. 


GREAT  BARRINGTON. 
Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  J)gc.  28,  1743;  Second  Church  of 
Sheffield.    The  Frotestant  Congn-gational  Society  in  (Jreat 
Barrington,  inc.  June  18, 1701.    Xorth  Farish  of  Sheffield, 
 ,  1740  ;  inc.  June  -,  1761. 

Housatonic.    Ilousatonic  Church,  June  18,  1841.    Housatonic  Congre- 
gational Society,  Dec.  7,  1841. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Great  Barrington.    Great  Barrington  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
—  -,  1846. 

Housatonic.    Housatonic  Methodist  P^piscopal  Church,  Feb.  15,  1869. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Church.   Farish  of  Saint  James's  Church, 
Sept.  21,  1762.    The  Protestant  Kjriscopal  Society  of  Great 
Barrington,  inc.  June  lb',  I  TfJl.* 

Trinity.    Trinity  Church,  Van  Deusenville,  ,  1829. 


*  Feb.  2.3,  180.'),  certain  persons  were  atmcxcd  to  this  Society,  and  not  "  incorpo- 
rated into"  a  society,  as  the  title  of  the  Act  would  imply. 
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GREENFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  4, 1852.  First  Baptist  Society,  Green- 
field, Sept.  13, 1852 ;  inc.  Sept.  13, 1852. 


Congreg-ational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church,  ]Mar.  28,4754;  inc.  Mar.  28,  1754. 

First  Congregational  Parish,  Mar.  28,  1754;  inc.  Mar.  28, 
1754. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  Greenfield,  INIassachnsetts, 
Jan.  15,  1817  ;  inc.  Jan.  15,  1817.  The  Sccjmd  Comirajatmial 
Society  in  Greenfield,  inc.  Dec.  o,  ISIO.  Purish  oi'  the  Second 
Congregational  Chnrcli,  Jan.  15,  1817;  inc.  Jan.  15,  1817. 
Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  of  the  ISccotd  Coiigreyational 
Society  in  Greenfield,  inc.  Feb.  15, 1820. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.   First  Methodist  Ejnscopal  Church  of  Greenfield,  Xov.  28,  1834, 
reorganized  April  6, 1S61. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  James's.   Protestant  Episcopal  Parish  of  Saint  James's  Church 
in  Greenfield,  Sept.  24,  1812  ;  inc.  June  IG,  1813. 


Unitarian  — 

Third.  Third  Congregational  Society,  June  6,  1825.  Proprietors  of 
the  Unitarian  Meeting  House  in  Greenfield  in  the  County  of 
Franklin,  mo.  April  7,1837. 


GREENWICH. 

Congregational  — 
Greenwich.    Church  of  Clirist,  Dec.  20,  1749.    North  Parish  of  Green- 
wich, inc.  June  21, 1787. 


GROTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Groton,  Massachusetts,  Dec.  5, 1832. 


Congregational  — 
Union.    The  Union  Coiigregational  Church  of  Groton.  inc.  June  7, 1895 ; 

Union  Church  of  Christ  in  Groton,  ]Massachusetts,  Nov.  21, 
1826.  Union  Orthodox  Society  in  Groton,  Feb.  23,  1829,  dis- 
solved after  a  few  years. 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Parish  Church  of  Groton  ;  First  Church  of  Groton,  July  13, 
1664.  First  Parish  of  (k'oton,  Nov.  1,  1820.  Trustees  of  the 
Ministerial  Fuud  of  the  First  Parish  in  Groton,  inc.  June  13, 
1814 ;  The  Trustees  of  Groton  Ministerial  Fund,  inc.  Feb. 
21, 1804. 
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GROVELAND. 

Congregational  — 
Groveland.  The  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Orove- 
la?id,  June  -,  1850;  inc.  Mai/  20,  188 9 ;  Orthodox  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Groveland,  inc.  June  I,  1851 ;  Second 
Church  of  Christ  in  Bradford,  June  7,  1727.  Congregatioiial 
Society  in  Groveland,  inc.  May  15, 1851,  society  dissolved. 

Second  Parish  in  Bradford,  ,  1726  ;  inc.  June  18, 1726, 

parish  dissolved  in  1889  ;  East  FatHsh  in  Bradford. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Groveland.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  Bradford,  ,  1831.    Tnistees  of  the  First  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Meeting  House  in  Bradford,  inc.  Mar.  3, 1838* 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Episcopal  Church,  May  -,  1872;  inc. 
May  -,  1872.  Saint  James's  Parish,  May  -,  1871 ;  inc.  May 
1871. 

HADLEY. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1659.   First  Society.  The 

Trustees  of  the  Congregational  Ministerial  Fund  in  Hadley^ 
inc.  Feb.  12, 1824. 

Russell.   Russell   Church,  July  15,  1841.    Russell  Congregational 
Society. 

Second.    The  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Hadley,  Oct.  26, 1831 ; 

inc.  April  18, 1892.  Congregational  Trinitarian  Society  of 
Hadley  Upper  Falls. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Plainville.   Plainville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


HALIFAX. 

Congregational  — 
Halifax.    The  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Halifax,  Mass.,  inc. 

April  2, 1894 ;  Congregational  Church  in  Halifax ;  Church 
of  Christ  in  Halifax,  Oct.  16,  1734 ;  Church  in  Middleborough 
and  Halifax.   First  Religious  Society  in  Halifax. 


HAMILTON. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Chiirch,  ,  1793  ;  Third  Church  of  Christ 

in  Ipswich,  Oct.  27,  1714.  First  Congregational  Society  of 
Hamilton,  April  24,  1883 ;  inc.  May  2,  1884.  First  Congre- 
gational Parish  in  Hamilton,  Feb.  27,  1829;  inc.  Feb.  27, 
1829,  parish  dissolved  Mar.  31, 1884,  if  the  Act  was  accepted 
within  three  months.  Parish  of  Ipswich  Hamlet,  inc.  Oct.  29, 
1713. 


*  Meeting  House  was  sold  to  the  Trustees  of  tho  First  Indopcndont  Church  in 
Groveland  in  1852,  and  re-purchased  in  1865. 
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HAMPDEN. 

Baptist— 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Hampden,  inc.  June  26,  1806  ;  Baptist 
Church  of  Soutli  VVilbraham,  —  -,  1855 ;  Monson  and  Wil- 
braham  Baptist  Church,  ,  1794. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  llamjxlen,  ]\Iar.  28,  1878 ;  First 

Congregational  Chujxh  of  South  Will)raham,  ,1785.  The 

First  Congregational  Society  of  Jlarnpdcn,  ,  1881;  inc. 

Mar.  12, 1S81,    The  South  Parish  of  Wilbraham,  inc.  Ju?ie 
20,1782. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Hampden.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Hampden,  Mass.,  ,  1878 ; 

Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  Wilbraham,  about  1825  or  1830. 

HANCOCK. 

Baptist— 

Hancock.   Baptist  Church  in  Hancock.  June  1772. 

HANOVER. 

Baptist— 

Hanover.  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  in  Hanover,  Feb.  11, 1806.  Hanover 
Baptist  Society,  July  18,  1811. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  11, 1728. 

Second.   Second  Congregational  Church,  April  12,  1854. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hanover.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Andrew's.    Saint  Andrew's  Church,  ,  1731 ;  inc.  ,  1731. 

The  Ejnscopal  Frotestant  Society  of  Saint  Andrcufs  Church 
in  Scituate,  inc.  Feb.  23,  17,97.  The  Fpisco'pal  Parish  (f 
Saint  Andrew^s  Church,  inc.  Feb.  25,  1811.    Saint  Andrew's 

Parish,  ,  1731 ;  inc.  ■  ,1731.    Trastees  of  the  Fimd  in  | 

the  Episcojml  Society  of  Saint  Andrew's  in  Hanover,  inc.  Mar. 
2, 1815. 

HANSON. 

Baptist  — 

South.    South  Hanson  Baptist  Church,  ,  1812. 

Congregational  — 

Hanson.   Hanson  Congregational  Church,  ,  1833  ;  Church  of  Clirist 

in  Hanson,  —  -,  182G  ;  Second  Churrh  of  Christ  in  rembroke, 

Aug.  31,  1748.    Hanson  ('ongrcgational  Socief//,  . 

West  Parish  of  ronibrokc,  Sept.  4,  1710.  Srcond  Precinct  in 
Pembro\-e,  July  14,  17  b").  Trustees  of  IJic  Church  and  Con- 
gi'cgation  in  the  Second  Precinct  in  Ponbroke,  iuc.  Feb.  10, 
1705. 
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HARDWICK. 

Congregational  — 
Cai-VINISTIC.  Calvinistic  Church,  Nov.  13, 1827  ;  Congre<^ational  Churchy 
Nov.  17,  1736.     First  Calvinistic  Societij,  Nov.   13,  1827; 
inc.  Nov.  13, 1827  ;  CongTcgational  Socielt/,  Nov.  17, 1736  ;  inc. 
Nov.  17,  1736. 

GiLBERTViLLE.  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  7, 1867.  First 
Congregational  Socicii/  of  Gilbertville,  April  l4,  1874;  Re- 
ligious Society  of  Gilbertville,  Feb.  26,  1867. 


HARVARD. 

Baptist  — 

Hakyakd.    Baptist  Church  in  Harvard,  Massaclmsetts,  June  27,  1776. 


Congregational  — 

Hakvakd.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  ,  1856  ;  Calvinistic 

Congregational  Church,  INlar.  22,  1821.  Evangelical  Congre- 
gational Society^  ,  1821. 

Unitarian  — 

Harvard.    Congregational  Churchy  ,  1733.   First  Congregational 

Parish,  ,  1733. 


HARAYICII. 

Baptist  — 

West  Harwich.    First  Baptist  Church  in  Harwich,  Sept.  29,  1757. 

The  Baptist  Religious  Society  in  llcLrwich,  inc.  June  27, 
1798. 

Congregational  — 
Harwich.    Harwich  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  6,  1747. 

Pilgrim.    Pilgrim  Church,  April  24,  1855.    Pilgrim  Society,  Jan.  22, 
1855. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

East  Harwich.    East  Harwich  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy  ,  1797  ; 

inc.  ,  1797.    Methodist  Episcopal  Society,  ,  1797  ;  inc. 

—  1797. 

South  Harwich.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  South  Harwich  , 

1853;  inc.  ,  1855;  Weslevan  ]\Iethodist  Church,  Jan.  18, 

1845 ;  First  Reformed  Methodist  Church,  ,  1835.  Trustees 

of  the  Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Harwich,  inc. 
Feb.  25, 1S52. 


Universalist  — 

First.    The  First  Universalist  Parish  of  Harwich,  inc.  April  10, 1888. 


H  A  T  F  I  E  L  1)  . 

Congregational  — 
Hatfield.    Congregational  r7i?^?-t7i  of  Hatfield,  about  1671.  Yivsi  Parish 
of  llatlield,  ,  1671. 
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HAVERHILL. 

Baptist  — 

Calvary.    Calvary  Baptist  Church  of  Haverhill,  ,  1871 ;  First  Bap- 

tist  Church  of  Bradford. 

FiKST.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Haverhill,  Massachusetts,  May  9,  17G-5. 

The  Baptist  Religious  Society  in  Haverhill,  inc.  Feb.  18, 1  703. 
Trustees  of  the  Mlnisteridl  Fund  of  the  Baptist  Beligious 
Society  in  Ilavcrhill,  inc.  Ja?i.  10, 1S23. 

Mount  Washington.  Mount  Washington  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  16, 
1885;  JMessiah  Baptist  Church.  Mount  Washington  Baptist 
Religious  Society,  Feb.  3,  1888 ;  inc.  Feb.  3,  1888. 

Portland  Street.    Portland  Street  Baptist  Church,  ,  18G5 ;  Third 

Baptist  Church,  Feb.  3,  1859.  Vorlland  Street  BaptUt  Society, 
April  3,  1805;  inc.  May  13,  iSO'o  ;  Third  Baptist  Society  in 
Haverhill,  June  13,  1859  ;  inc.  ,  1859 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Clmrch,  Haverhill,  Jan.  1,  1822.  Second  Bap- 
tist Society  in  Haverhill,  Jan.  31,  1821 ;  inc.  June  14, 1828. 


Congregational  — 
Centre.    Centre  Congregational  Church,  Aug.  28,  1833.    Centre  Con- 
gregational Society  in  Haverhill,  ,  1840 ;  inc.  Mar.  18, 

1840;  Independent  Congregational  Society  in  Haverhill, 
 ,  1833 ;  inc.  ,  1833.  Trustees  of  the  Haverhill  Con- 
gregational Ministerial  Fund,  inc.  Jan.  IG,  1823. 

First  of  Bradford.    First  Church  of  Christ  in  Bradford,  Dec.  27, 

1682.    First  Parish  in  Bradford,  ,  1720;  inc.  June  17, 

1726.  First  Congregational  Society  in  Bradford.  Fropric- 
tors  of  the  Bradford  Meeting  House,  inc.  May  21,  1851 ;  Pro- 
prietors of  West  Bradford  ISieeting  House,  inc.  Mar.  4, 1835. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Funds  for  the  Support  of  a  Congrega- 
tional Gospel  Minister  in  the  First  Parish  in  Bradford,  inc. 
Feb.  10, 1804. 

Fourth.  Fourth  Church,  Plavcrhill,  Sept.  6,  1744.  East  Parish  of 
Haverhill,  Nov.  2,  1743, 

North.    North  Congregational  Church  in  Haverhill,  Mar.  19,  1859; 

Church  in  the  North  Precinct  in  Haverhill,  Nov.  4,  1730. 
North  Congregational  Society,  Mar.  1,  1859.    A  Parish,*  inc. 

April  7,  1753;  North  Parish  in  Haverhill,!  ,  1728. 

Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  the  North  Parish  hi 
Haverhill,'inQ.  Feb.  8,1823. 

Riverside.    Riverside    Congregational  Chm-ch,  inc.  Mar.  10,  1890; 

Tilton's  Corner  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  18, 1884.  River- 
side Congregational  Society,  Oct.  18,  1884;  Union  Socieli/, 
—  1880. 

Saint  John's.  The  First  French  Congregational  Church  in  Haver- 
hill, elan.  18,  1894  ;  inc.  Mar.  2,  1804.  Saint  Jolm's  Congre- 
gational Church,  June  9,  1893. 

Union.  Union  Congrerjational  Church  of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  Oct.  21, 
1891;  inc.  Jan.  1, 1802. 


*  By  the  runnin.c^  of  the  lino  between  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  in  1711, 
a  part  of  the  Nortij  Parish  was  iiicludcil  in  New  IIami)shire.  The  southerly  part, 
remaining;  in  Massacliusctts,  was  incorpoiaU'd  as  "'A  i'arish." 

t  "The  North  J'arish  in  Uaveriiill  ami  the  Cuni^rogational  Society  in  riaistow  uro 
united  for  many  purposes."    Mass.  Term  lleports. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
Waup  Hill.    Ward  Hill  Church  of  Christ,  Aug.  21,  1893;  inc.  Sept. 
25, 1893. 

West.  West  Congregational  Church  of  Haverhill,  Oct.  22,  1735;  inc. 
Nov.  5, 1804.    West  Parish  of  Haverhill,  ,  1734.* 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.   First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Haverhill,  Massachusetts, 
Jan.  -,  1852;  inc.  May  8,  1852. 

Grace.    Grace  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  18G9. 

PEOrLE's.  People's  INIethodist  l'4)iscopal  (^hurrh,  June  -,  1891 ;  Brad- 
ford Methodist  Episcojjal  Church,  Feb.  7,  1890. 

Third.  Third  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sept.  21,  1893;  inc.  Sept. 
21,  1893. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Church  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  ,  1874. 

Trinity.   Trinity  Church,  ,  1855. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Church,  Oct.  24,  1G45,  dissolved  in  1860.  First  Parish, 
 ,  1G41 ;  South  Parish  ;  Old  Parish. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Haverhill,  June  -,  1837.  First 
Universalist  Society  in  the  Town  of  JIavcrhiU,  June  12,  1824; 
inc.  June  12, 1824  ;  First  Universalist  Socicfg  in  Haverhill 
and  Adjacent  Towns,  Mar.  17,  1823, 

Mount  Washington.    Mount  Washington  Universalist  Church,  inc. 

 ,  1889.    The  Mount  Washi}i<]ton  Universalist  Parish  i}i 

Haverhill,  ,  1889  ;  inc.  Oct.  28, 1880. 

West.  West  Haverhill  Universalist  Church,  Sept.  25,  1891;  West 
Parish  Church.  First  Universalist  Socictg  in  the  West  Parish 
of  Haverhill,  Aug.  30,  1852.  West  Haverhill  Universalist 
Parish,  —  -,  1834.  *'  West  Pai't  of  tiouih  Precinct  made  a 
Precinct,"  inc.  April  10, 1 734.\ 


HAWLET. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Cliurch  in  Hawlcg,  Mass.,  Aug.  20,  1890; 

inc.  Dec.  31,  1800 ;  East  Church  in  Ilawley,  —  -,  1825 ; 

Church  in  Hawley,  ,  1792 ;  Cliurch  in  Plantation  No.  7. 

(Probably). 

West.    Second  Church  in  Hawley,  Aug.  24,  1825.    Second  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Hawley,  ]Mar.  31,  1824. 


H  E  A  T  H  . 

No  church  of  the  denominations  here  presented. 


*  The  Parish  was  conncctcil  with  the  AVcst  Universalist  Chnrch  for  a  time, 
t  Precinct  was  connected  with  the  West  Coni,'rcgational  Church  for  a  time. 
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HINGHAM. 

Baptist  — 

IIiNGHAM.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1831.    Baptist  Society. 

Congregational  — 
IIiNGHAM.    Evangelical  CongTegational   Church,  Hingham,  Dec.  21, 
18-17.    Evangelical  Congregational  Clnirch  Society,  Nov.  20, 
1847  ;  inc.  Jan.  11,  1849. 

Nantasket.  Bethany  Conqrcqaiional  Society  of  Naniasket,  April  5, 
1892  ;  inc.  May  20," ISO 2. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Chiu^ch,  Jnly  3,  1818. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Church  of  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  June  13,  1888. 
Society  of  Saint  John  tlie  Evangelist. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Church  in  Hingham,  Sept  -,  1G35.  First  Parish  in  Hing- 
ham, Mar.  G,  1721. 

Second.    Church  in  the  Second  Parish,  ,  1770  ;  Church  in  the  Third 

Palish,  Nov.  20, 1746.  Second  .Unitarian  Society,  South  Hing- 
ham,  ,  1842.    Second  Parish,  ,  1770 ;  Third  Parish, 

Mar.  25,  1745. 

Third.  Third  Church  of  Christ  in  Hingham,  June  17,  1807.  Third 
Congregational  Society  in  Hingham,  Mar.  1(3,  1807  ;  inc.  Feb. 
13^  1807.  Nciu  North  Meeting  House  Corporation,  inc.  Feb. 
27, 1807. 


Universalist — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Hingham,  iMass.,  Xov.  1,  185G. 

First  Universalist  Society  of  Hingham,  Xov.  1,  1823.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  First  Universalist  Meeting  House  in  Hingham, 
inc.  Mar.  10, 1880. 


HINSDALE. 

Baptist  — 

Hinsdale.    Baptist  Church,  Mar.  25,  1882. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Hinsdale,  ,  1804;  Congre- 
gational Church  of  the  West  Parish  of  Partridgetiold,  H^'c. 
17,  1795.    First  Congregational  Society  of  Hinsdale,  »Jan.  13, 
1834.    West  Parish  of  Fart  ridge  field,  inc.  June  23, 17  ff'). 


II O  L  H  Pv  O  O  K  . 

Baptist  — 

Brookville.    Brookville  Baptist  CJiurrh,  ,1873;  South  Randolph 

Baptist  Church,  April  K),  mV.).  Brookville  Baptist  I'urislt, 
 ,  1873 ;  South  Randolph  Baptist  Parish,  April  10,  18oD. 
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Congregational  — 
WiNTHKOF.   Winthrop  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  30,  1856 ;  Second 
Congregational  Church  of  llandolph,  Dec.  15, 1818.  Wintlirop 
Society^  Dec.  20,  1856.    East  Parish  in  IhDidolph,  Nov.  20, 
1817  fine.  Feb.  15,1819. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
HOLBROOK.    Holbrook  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  11,  1879. 


HOLDEN. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1806.    Holden  Baptist  Societij,  Mar. 

15,  1828 ;  inc.  Mar.  15,  1828. 


Congregational  — 
Holden.    Cony  relational  Church  of  Iloldcn,  Dec.  2-1, 1888  ;  inc.  Dec.  24, 
1S8S  ;  Church  of  Holden,  Dec.  22,  1743.    North  Precinct  in 
Worcester y  inc.  Dec.  20, 1 740. 


H  O  L  L  A  N  D  . 

Congregational  — 
Holland.  Evangelical  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  ;  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Christ  in  Holland ;  Church  in  South  Brim- 
field,  Sept.  13,  1765.  Orthodox  Congregational  (Society  of 
Holland,  April  9,  1861 ;  Evangelical  Congregational  Socieii/ 
of  Holland.  East  Parish  in  the  District  of  ISouih  Brinijiekl, 
inc.  Feb.  21, 17 66. 


HOLLISTON. 

Baptist— 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Holliston,  Massachusetts,  Aug.  28,  1860. 


Congregational  — 

First.  The  First  Congregational  Church  of  JloUikon,  Massachuseitfi, 
Oct.  31,  1728;  inc.  April  4,  1894.  Holliston  First  Parish, 
 ,  1836.  Trustees  of  the  Fames  Ministerial  Fund  in  Hol- 
liston, inc.  Feb.  14, 1829. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Holliston.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Holliston,  —  -,  1831. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Society  in  Holliston,  inc.  Mar.  18,  1834, 
society  dissolved  April  10,  1865. 


Universalist  — 

First.  The  First  Universalist  Parish  in  Holliston,  April  18,  1890 ;  inc. 
April  28,  1890. 

HOLYOKE. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Ch?irch  of  Holyoke,  —  -,  1850;  First  Baptist 
Church  of  West  Springheld,  Oct.  5,  1803.  First  Baptist 
Society. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church,  June  27,1849;  inc.  ,1849.  Sec- 
ond Baptist  Society,  ,  1849  ;  inc.  ,  1849. 
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Congregational  — 
First.    Fii'st  Congre<^ational  Church  of  Ilolyoke,  May  2,  1850  ;  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Ireland  Parish,  West  Sprin2:lield,  Dec.  4, 
1799;  Third  Church  in  West  Springlield.    First  Orthodox, 
Congregational  Socictij.    Third  Parish  in  Wed  S2Jri?igficld, 
inc.  Juli/  7, 17S6'. 

French.  French  Congregational  Chnrch  of  Jlolijoke,  June  20, 188G  ;  inc. 
Mar.  2, 1887. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Ilolyoke,  jNIassachusetts, 
May  24, 1850 ;  First  Congregational  Church  of  Ireland  De})ot, 
April  29,  1849.    Second  Congregational  Bociety  of  Ilolyoke, 

Massachusetts,  ,  1850;    First  Congregational  Society  of 

Ireland  Depot,  ,  1849, 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    The  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Ilolyoke,  ,  1853. 

Highlands.    Highlands  Methodist  P^piscopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  Sept.  19, 18G3 ;  inc.  Sept.  21,  1863. 

Unitarian  — 

HOLYOKE.    Liberal  Christian  Congregational  Church,  June  27,  1874 ; 

inc.  June  27, 1874.  Liberal  Christian  Congregational  Society, 
June  27,  1874 ;  inc.  June  27,  1814. 


HOPEDALE. 

Unitarian  — 

HoPEDALE.    Hopedale  Parish,  Oct.  20,  1867  ;  inc.  Aug.  16,  1887. 


HOPKINTON. 

Baptist— 

WOODVILLE.  Woodville  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  31,  1842;  inc.  Sept.  -, 
1877.  Branch  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Westborough, 
Nov.  23,  1837. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Hopkinton,  Mass.,  Sept.  2,  1724 ; 
inc.  3Iay  20, 1895.    First  Parish. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
HOPKINTON.    Hopkinton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May  1,  1851. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
St.  Paul's.    St.  PauVs  Church  in  Hopkinton,—  -,1743;  ina.  June  11^ 
1819. 

H  U  B  B  A  R  D  S  T  O  N  . 
Congregational  — 
HuBBARDSTON.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  June  3, 1861 ;  Cal- 
vinistic  Church,  Nov.  1,  1S27.    Evangelical  Congregational 
Society,  ,l\me  3,1861;  Calvinistic  Congregationar  ^SoctW//  of 
Hubbardston,  June  4,  1827. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
IIUBBARDSTON.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  —  1839. 

Unitarian  — 

FiKST.  First  Congregational  Church,—-  -,  1827;  Church  in  Hiibbard- 
ston,  Feb.  14,  1770.  First  Congregational  Society,  Feb.  13, 
1828;  inc.  ,  1833.    First  Socicly.    First  Parish. 


HUDSON. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Hudson,  ,  1887 ;  Feltonville  Baptist 

Church,  ,  1851. 

Congreg-ational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  Hudson,  Mass.,  Oct.  14,  1889 ; 
inc.  July  3, 1800. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hudson.   Hudson  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  20,  18G5 ;  inc. 
 ,  1865. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    The  First  Unitarian  Society  of  Hudson,  May  5,  1890  ;  inc.  Mar. 

28, 1890  ;  Uiiion  Society,  June  29,  18G0 ;  inc.  June  29,  1860. 


HULL. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hull.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1860. 


HUNTINGTON. 

Baptist  — 

Huntington.  Huntington  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  2, 1855 ;  Baptist  Church 
of  Chester  Village. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Church  in  Huntington,  ,  1855  ;  Congregational  Church 

of  Norwich,  July     1778.    First  Parish  in  Huntington,  , 

1832. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church  in  Huntington,  Aug.  26,  1846. 
HYDE  PARK. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Hyde  Park;  Fairmount  Baptist  Church, 
Sept.  23,  1858.  First  Baptist  Society  of  Hyde  Park,  ]Massa- 
chusetts,  June  29,  1874;  inc.  June  29,  1874;  Ilyde  Park  and 
Fairmoimt  Baptist  Society,  Oct.  18,  1861 ;  inc.  Oct.  18,  1861. 

Congregational  — 
Clarendon  Hills.    The  Clarendon  Co?igregalional  Church,  April  19, 
1880;  inc.  Jul//  28,  J 800.    (flarendon  Hills  Congregational 
Society  of  Hyde  Park,       Mar.  10,1881;  Clarendon  Hills 
Evangelical  Society,  Nov.  10,  1872. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 

First.  The  First  Congregational  Church  of  ITijde  Park,  J/r^.s.^.,  ]May  7, 
1863;  inc.  Jlaij  29,  IS 95.  Hyde  Park  Congregationiil  So- 
cictij,  Nov.  2,  1865  ;  inc.  Nov.  2,  1865. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hyde  Park.    The  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Hyde 
Park,  ,  1870 ;  inc.  ,  1870. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Christ  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1861 ;  inc.  ,  1861. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Unitarian  Society  of  Hyde  Park,  !May  5, 1880 ;  Second  Con- 

fregational  Socieif/  of  Hyde  Park,  April  22,  1809.  Christian 
raternity  of  Hyde  Park  and  Vicinity,  June  3,  1868. 

Universalist  — 

Hazlewood.    The  Hazlewood  Unirersalist  Parish  of  Ihjde  Park,  Jan. 
16, 1893;  inc.  Feb.  3, 1893, 


IPSWICH. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Ipswich,  Nov.  6,  1892. 

Congregational  — 
First.    Church  of  Christ  in  Ipswich,  before  1634 ;  First  Parish  Church. 
First  Parish,  Sept.  24,  1724. 

LiNEBROOK.  Congregational  Church  in  Linebrook  Parish  of  Ipswich 
and  Rowley,  Nov.  15,  1746.  Linebrook  Parish  of  Ipswich 
and  Rowley,  IMar.  21,  1745 ;  inc.  June  4,  1746.  Proxtrietors 
of  the  Meeting  House. 

South.    South  Church,  July  21,  1747.    South  Parish,  Aug.  4,  1747. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ipswich.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1822. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Ascension.    Ascension  Memorial  Church,  —  -,  1882 ;  Church  of  the 
Ascension,  ,  1867. 


KINGSTON. 

Baptist  — 

Kingston.   Baptist  Church,  ,  1806.    Baptist  Society  of  Kingston, 

Nov.  13,  1868. 


Congregational  — 
Mayfloavkr.    Mayllowor  Congregational  rV/^^rc/i,  Dec.  22,  1878  ;  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  ryi/^/vA,  Mar.  19,  1828.    Second  Con- 
gregational Society,  ,  1828. 
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Unitarian— 

First.   First  Congregational  Parish  of  Kingston,  ,  1726;  inc.  , 

1726 ;  Norili  Precinct  i)i  Flijmoulli,  or  Jones  lliver  Frecinct^ 
 ,  1717.  The  Trustees  of  the  funds  appropriated  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  Minister  of  the  Congregational  Denoviination  in  the 
Town  of  Kingston,  inc.  Feb.  20. 1S02. 


LAKEVILLE. 

Congregational  — 
Lakeville.    Precinct  Congregational  Chureh,  Oct.  6,  1725.  Lakeville 
and  Taunton  Frccinet  Society,  —  -,  1876;  inc.  April  20, 
1875;  Middleborough  and  Taunton  Freeinct  Society,  inc. 
June  10, 1710.    AVest  I'reeinet. 

Union  Grove.   Union  Grove  Church,  Aug.  19,  1877. 


LANCASTEPv. 

Congregational  — 
Lancaster.    The   Evangelical  Church  in  Lancaster,  IMay  22,  1839. 

■Evangelical  Society  in  Tjancaster,  June  20,  1852 ;  inc.  'Mtuj 
18, 1852  ;  The  Evangelical  Society  of  the  Town  of  Lancaster, 
Feb.  20,  1839. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Church  in  Lancaster,  Sept.  -,  1600.    First  Congregational 
Society  of  Lancaster. 


LANESBOROUGH. 

Baptist  — 

Lanesborough.    Lanesborough  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  13,  1818;  inc. 
May  30,  1818.    Baptist  Society. 

Congregational  — 
Lanesborough.    Congregational  Church,  Mar.  28,  1704 ;  inc.  INIar.  28, 
1764.    Congregational  Society,  jNIar  28,  1764.    First  Farish, 
 ,  1824. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lanesborough.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1830. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Luke's.    Saint  Luke's  Church,,  Oct.  0,  1707.   Protestant  Episcopal 
Parish  of  St.  Luke''s  Church  in  Lanesborough,  Oct.  6,  1767 ; 
inc.  Feb.  3, 1823. 


LAWRENCE. 

Baptist  -  . 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Lawrence,  ^Massachusetts  ;  Aniesbury 
Street  Baptist  Church  of  Lawrence,  ]Massacluisotts,  June  7, 
1847.  First  Baptist  Society  in  ljunrcnce.  May  22,  1852  ;  inc. 
June  0,1850:  Aniesbur'/  Street  Baptist  Society  in  Lamrenee, 
Mar.  25,  1847. 

Second.  Second  J5aptist  <Tiurrh  of  Lawrence,  ^Massachusetts,  Sept.  7, 
1860.    Second  Baptist  Society,  Jan.  7,  1861. 
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Congregational  — 
Lawrence  Street.    Lawrence  Street  Cong:reg-ational  Church,  April  9, 
1847.    Lawrence  Street  Socid>/,  JNIarcli  -,  1848;  The  Mer- 
rimae  Congregational  Society,  Aug.  8,  181G. 

Riverside.  Riverside  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  9, 1878.  Riverside 
Mission  Chapel,  June  5,  1875. 

South.    South  Congregational  Church,  —  -,  1858. 

Trinity.  Trinity  Congregational  Church,  June  28,  1883.  Parish  of 
Trinity  Church,  ,  1883 ;  inc.  ,  1883. 

United.  United  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  8, 188G  ;  Tower  Hill  Con- 
gregational Church,  Oct.  8,  1877 ;  Tower  Hill  Union  Evan- 
gelical Church,  ]\Iar.  G,  1876 ;  Primitive  IVIethodist  Church, 
May  8,  1875.  United  Confjrcf/ational  Societ}^  Mar.  8,  188G ; 
inc.  April  22,1880,  Tou-cr  J I  ill  Con(jrc(fational  Society  of 
Lawrence^  Oct.  8,  1877  ;  inc.  Feb.  28, 1870. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July     1846  ;  inc.  ,  1847. 

Garden  Street.    Second  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1853. 

Parker  Street.   Parker  Street  Church,  Sept.  16,  1870. 

Saint  Mark's.  Saint  Mark's  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ]\Iay  1890 ; 
Bodwell  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dec.  -,  1879. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Church,  Oct.  14,  1846  ;  inc.  ,  1847. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Church,  inc.  May  14,  1866. 
Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Society  in  Lawrence,  Aug.  30,  1847. 
Universalist  — 

Good  Shepherd.    Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  April  30,  1869 ;  inc. 

May  12,  1886;  First  Universalist  Church  of  Lawrence,  May 
22,  1859.  First  Universalist  Society  of  Lawrence,  Nov.  15, 
1847  ;  inc.  Nov.  15,  1847. 


LEE. 

Baptist  — 

Bethel.   Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Nov.  22, 1863 ;  Baptist  Church.  Bethel 
Baptist  Society,  Feb.  13,  1865. 

Congregational  — 
Lee.   Lee  Congregational  Church,  May  25,  1780.    Lee  Congregational 
Society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Lee.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1840.    Methodist  Episcopal 

Society  of  Lee,  Massachusetts,  Jan.  16,  1839 ;  inc.  Jan.  16, 
1839. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  GEOK(;E'f^.    Saint  (ioorgc's  Protestant  Ei)iscopal   Church,  Lee, 
;Massachus(itts,  June   4,  iSoG.     Parish   of  Saint  George's 
Church,  Lee,  Massachusetts,  June  4,  1856. 


RELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES. 


75 


LEICESTER. 

Baptist  — 

Greenville.    Greenville  Baptist  CJiurch  in  Leicester,  Sept.  28,  1738. 

Greenville  Bapiisl  Societ}'-  in  LciccMcr,  inc.  May  2,  1S53 ; 
Baptist  Society  in  Leicedcr,  inc.  June  10, 1S20* 

Congregational  — 
FiKST.  First  Congregational  Cknreh  in  Leicester,  —  -,  1886 ;  First 
Church  of  Christ,  Sept.  15,  1721 ;  Church  of  Christ,  about 
1719.  First  Parif;h  of  Leicester,  Feb.  9,  1833.  Trustees  of 
the  Ministerial  Fund  belonging  to  the  Congregational  Society 
in  the  Town  of  Leicester,  inc.  June  12, 1S24. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Cherry  Valley.    Cherry  Valley  Churcli,  July  17,  1845. 

Leicester.   Leicester  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jan.  -,  1893. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Rochdale.    Christ  Church  in  T^eicester,  May  1,  1821 ;  inc.  Feb.  15, 
1825, 

Unitarian  — 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  July  9,  1831.  Second  Con- 
gregational Society  in  Leicester,  April  13,  1833.  Proprietors 
of  the  Second  Congregational  IMeeting  House  in  Leicester^ 
June  14, 1834  ;  inc.  Mar  10, 1834. 


LENOX. 

Congregational  — 
Lenox.   Lenox  Congregational  Church,  ,  1769.   Lenox  Congrega- 
tional Society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Li:nox.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  about  1800.    The  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Society  of  Lenox,  inc.  June  22, 1811. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.   Trinity  Church,  Lenox,  Oct.  5, 1790.    The  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Society  of  Lenox,  inc.  Mar.  4, 1805. 


LEOMINSTER. 

Baptist— 

Central.    Central  Baptist   Church  of  Leominster,  ]\Iar.   10,  1850. 
Leominster  Central  Baptist  Society. 

Congregational  — 
Leominster.    Congregational  Church,  Dec.  10,  1822.    Orthodox  Con- 
gregational Socicly  in  Leominster,  inc.  Feb  20,  1874 ;  l^^van- 
gelical  Society  in  Leominster. 

North  Leominster.    Congregational  Church  of  Clirist,  INIay  6,  1874. 

Congregational  Society  of  Noilh  Leominster,  April  7, 1875. 


•  Mectin^^  House  oriirinallv  owned  by  Dr.  Thomas  Green  ;  deeded  to  the  Society 
Of  Christian  Believers,  May  23,  1777. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Leominstek.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Leominster,  Massachu- 
setts, Dec.  27,  1821. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Makk's.    Saint  Stark's  ]\lission^  June  -,  1893 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congreg'ational  Church  in  Leominster;  First  Church  of 
Christ  in  Leominster,  ,  1713.  Parish  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational Society  in  Leominster,  ,  183-3    First  Parish  of 

Leominster,  Sei)t.  14,  1713;  inc.  ,1743.    (The  I'lrst  and 

Second  Precincts  united  as  "  one  Parish,"  Nov.  10^  17S7.) 


Universalist  — 

First.    The  First  Universalist  Society  of  Leominster^  A^^g-  29,  1895 ; 
inc.  Oct.  .9, 1805. 

.-J 

LEVERKTT. 

Baptist  — 

North  Leveuett.    North  Leverett  Baptist  Church;  Baptist  Church 

of  Leverett  and  ^Montague  :  Baptist  Church  of  Leverett,  , 

1791 ;  Baptist  Church  of  Montague,  July  16,  1767. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Leverett,  Massachusetts,  Oct. 
10,  1774.    First  Congregational  Society. 


LEXINGTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Lexinr/ton,  ,  1834 ;  inc.  Dec. 

IS 01.  First  Baptist  Socictf/  of  Lexington,  society  dissolved. 
Trustees  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  m  Lexi?igton,  inc.  2Iar. 
31, 1834. 

Congregational  — 
Hancock.    Hancock  Congregational  Church,  July  23,  1868  ;  The  Evan- 
gelical C//-?//-f:7i  of  Lexington,  ]May  20^^1868.    Hancock  Con- 
gregational Society,  July  -,  1868. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Our  Redeejier.    Church  of  Our  Redeemer,  April  14,  1884 ;  inc.  Feb. 

25,  1887.  Parish  of  the  Church  of  Our  Redeemer,  April  14, 
1884. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1845;  Church  of  Christ  in 

North  Cambridge  or  (,'ambridge  Inarms,  Oct.  21,  1696.  First 

Congreirational  Soci>  fii-  ,  I>>45;  inc.  ,1845.  Parish 

of  Cambridge  Farms,  Mar.  1692  ;  inc.  Dec.  15,  1691.  Trus- 
tees (f  the  Lcxin<jton  M i)iislcriaL  J'^und,  inc.  Ju/ie  l(i,  1817. 

Follen.    Follcn  CluTrch,  ,  1886;  inc.  Frb,  27,  1885;  Cliurch  of 

the  liedcenier  in  Leximjton,  ,  1805 ;  inc.  Mar.  30, 18(Jd' 
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LEYDEN. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Leyden.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  May     1810  ;  inc.  ,  1868.* 

Universalist  — 

FiKST.   First  Universalist  Church  of  Leyden,  Dec.  20,  18G6  ;  inc.  Dec.  20, 
1866.    First  Universalist  Society  of  Leyden,  Dec.  10,  1858.* 

LINCOLN. 

Congregational  — 

i^RST.   First  Church,  ,  1751 ;  Church  in  the  Precinct  set  oil'  from 

Weston,  Concord,  and  Lincoln,  Anp^.  20,  Yi^l.  First  Parish^ 
May  15,  1830.    Second  Precinct  of  AVeston,  ,  1746. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Anne's.    Saint  Anne's  Church,  South  Lincoln,  April  G,  187-1. 

Unitarian  — 

Lincoln.    Unitarian  Congregational  Church  of  Lincoln,  Nov.  G,  1842. 

Unitarian  Congregational  Society  of  Lincoln,  Aug.  12,  1841. 


LITTLETON. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Littleton,  Massachusetts,  Mar.  7,  1822. 

First  Baptist  Society  i?i  Littleton,  Mar.  14, 1821 ;  inc.  Feb.  S, 
1823, 

Congregational  — 
Littleton.    Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  May  11, 1840.  Orthodox 
Congregational  Society,  Mar.  22,  1840. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  in  Littleton,  ,  1832  ;  Church  in 

Littleton,  Dec.  25,  1717.  First  Congregational  Society  in 
Littleton,  ,  1832. 


LONGMEADOW. 

Congregational  — 

First.    The  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Longmeadoiv,  ,  1783  ;  inc.  Dec. 

18,  1801  ;  Second  Church  in  Springfield,  Feb.  10,  1713. 
First  Parish  in  the  Town  of  Longmeadow  ;  Second  Parish  in 
Springfield,  —  -,  1713.  Precinct  at  LontjDieadow,  inc.  Feb. 
17,  1714.  Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  the  First 
Parish  in  Longmeadow,  inc.  June  14, 1823. 


LOWELL. 

Baptist  — 

Branch  Street  Tap.ernacle.    Branch  Street  Church,  July  1, 1869. 

Fifth  Street.    Fifth  Street  15aptist  Church,  Mar.  17,  1874.  Central- 
ville  Chapel. 

*  The  inccting-liouse  is  owned  jointly  by  the  Methodists  and  Universalists. 


78 


CHURCHES,  PAEISmS,  AND 


Baptist  — Con. 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Lowell,  jMassachusctts,  Feb.  G,  1826. 

First  Baptist  Hocicty  of  Lowell.  Proprietors  of  the  Fir.^t  Bap- 
tist Meeting*  House  in  Lowell,  ,  182G  ;  ine.  Mar.  4, 1S20. 

WORTHEN  Street.    Worthen  Street  Baptist  Cliurch,  Aug.  30,  1838; 

Second  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  13,  1831.  Worthen  Street  Bap- 
tist Socieiij,  Mar.  -,  1845 ;  Second  BcqMst  Society  in  Lotoclly 
inc.  Mar,  27, 1833. 


Congregational  — 

Eliot.    Eliot  Church,  ,  1875;  Apjdcton  Street  Church,  ,1839; 

inc.  Mar.  20, 1840  ;  Second  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  2, 

1830.    Eliot  Con<jrc(fatlonal  Society,  ,  1875  ;  inc.  Mar.  10, 

1875;  Applcton  Street  Con(/ref/a/ioNal  Society  in  Lowell, 
 ,  185G ;  inc.  ,  185G.  Proprietors  of  the  Second  Con- 
gregational Meeting  House  in  Lowell,  Dec.  2,  1830 ;  inc.  Feb. 
6, 1829. 

First.  The  First  Trinitarian  Congrcgaiional  Church  of  IjOkwU,  Mass., 
inc.  June  20,  1800;  First  Congregational  Church,  Jane  G, 
182G.  Societi/  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  Jan.  18,  1871;  inc.  May  2<S,  1873.  Proprietors 
of  the  First  Congregational  Meeting  House  in  Lowell,  inc. 
June  20, 182 G. 

French.    French  Protestant  Church,  July  3,  1877  ;  inc.  Mar.  21, 1887. 

High.  High  Street  Church,  Jan.  22,  184G.  High  Street  Society.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  High  Street  Church  in  Lowell,  inc.  Mar.  2, 
1846. 

Highland.  Highland  Congregational  Church  in  Lowell,  Jan.  1,  1884; 
inc.  April  30,  1884. 

John  Street.  John  Street  Congregational  CA^^rc/i,  May  9, 1830.  John 
Street  Congregational  Society,  ]May  21,  1857.  Proprietors  of 
John  Street  Church  in  Lowell,  inc.  Feb.  22,  1839. 

Kirk  Street.  Kirk  Street  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  May 
21,  1845.  Fourth  Congregational  Society  of  Lowell,  oSIassa- 
chusetts,  July  -,  184G.  Proprietors  of  the  Kirk  Street  Church 
in  Lowell,  inc.  Mar.  2,  184G. 

Pawtucket.  Pawtucket  Congregational  Church,  Lowell,  jMassacliu- 
setts,  Nov.  19, 1819.  West  Congregational  Church  and.  Society 
in  Dracut,  inc.  April  2,  1850  ;  Presbyterian  Clhurch  and  So- 
ciety in  Dracut,  inc.  Feb.  7,  1820;  West  Parish  Church, 
Dracut,  Aug.  31,  1797.  Pawtucket  Society  in  JjOwcU,  ]\lar.  8, 
1875 ;  inc.  Aiyril  6, 1870 ;  The  West  Congregational  Society 
in  Dracut,  inc.  June  22, 1 797. 

Swedish.    Swedish  Congregational  Churchy  ,  1885. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Central.    Central  jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church ;  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Central  Station,  April  -,  1854;  inc.  July  1,  1854. 

Centralville.  Central ville  jMethodist  Ej)iscopal  Church, LowqU,  Mas- 
sachusetts, fJune  19,  1887  ;  inc.  Aug.  11,  1887. 

Highland.  Highland  ]\[ethodist  Episcopal  (Jhnrch  of  Lowell,  IMassa- 
ehusetts,  April  27,  1875;  inc.  iMar.  22,  188G ;  Loring  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  Con. 
Saint  Paul's.  Saint  PauVs  Mcihodisi  Episcopal  Church,  Lowell,  il/>■^s^9., 
Kov.  14,  1839;  inc.  June  23,  18^3 ;  First  MctJiodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  June  1,  182-1.  First  Methodist  Episcojxd  Society 
in  the  Town  of  Loioell,  inc.  Feb.  21,  1827,  reincorporated 
April  10, 184G.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Saint  FauVs  Station  in  Lowell,  inc.  April  30, 1852. 

WOKTHEN  Street.    AVorthen  Street  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct. 

11,  1811 ;  inc.  :\lay  23,  1812,  reincorponitcd  Jan.  23,  1857. 
Proprietors  of  the  First  Wesley  an  Methodist  Meeting  House  in 
Lowell,  inc.  Mar.  8, 1844. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
House  of  Pkayek.    Church  of  the  House  of  Prayer,  Dec.  10,  1877. 

Saixt  An^^'s.  Rector,  Wardens,  and  Vestry  of  Saint  Ann's  Churchy 
Lowell,  Mass.,  Feb.  21,  1821. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Parish,  July  30,  18G0. 
Unitarian  — 

FiKST.  First  Unitarian  Society  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts ;  South  Con- 
gregational Society  in  Lowell,  Nov.  7,  1830.  Proprietors  of 
the  South  Congregational  Meeting  House  in  Lowell,  inc.  Mar. 
18, 1831. 

Unity.    Unity  Congregational  Church,  Dec,  -,  1895  ;  inc.  Bee.  30, 1895. 
Universalist— 

First.  First  Universalist  Church.  Proprietors  of  the  First  Universalist 
Meetins:  House  in  Lowell,  inc.  June  12,  1828^  Mar.  26\ 
1833  and  April  1  7, 183  7. 

Grace.  Shattuck  Street  Universalist  Church,  Jan.  27,  1882 ;  Second 
Universalist  Church,  Jan.  20,  1813,  Grace  Universalist  So- 
ciety, inc.  Feb.  21,  1805 ;  The  Shattuck  Street  Un  iversalist 
Society  in  Lowell,  inc.  Feb.  20,  1888  ;  Second  Universalist 
Society  in  Loicell,  Sept.  4,  1836 ;  inc.  Sept.  20, 1870.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Second  Universalist  Meeting  House  in  Lowell, 
inc.  Mar,  2, 1838. 


LUDLOW. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  Ludlow,  ,  1789.  First  Parish 

of  Ludlow,  Dec.  9,  1835. 

Union.    Church  of  Christ,  Ludlow,  IMassachusetts,  June  G,  18G7.  Lud- 
low Religious  Society,  June  3,  1867. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ludlow  Centre.    Ludlow  Centre  ^fethodist  Episcopal  Church ;  Trus- 
tees of  the  Methodist  JOpiscopal  CA^^rcA  of  Ludlow  Centre,  Oct. 
11,  1869. 

LUNENBURG. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  l/unenburg,  Mass., 
June  10,1835;  inc.  Feb.  11,  1801 .    First  Evangelical  Con- 
gregational Society,  Lunenburg,  Mass.,  May  25,  1835,  society 
dissolved. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lunenburg.    Lunenburg  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church,  ,  1804, 


LYNN. 

Baptist  — 

East.    East  Baptist  Church,  April  24,  1874. 

Essex  Street.   Essex  Street  Baptist  Church,  May  23,  1895. 

First.  First  Baptist  Church, —  -,  1816.  First  Baptist  Society  in  Lynn, 
Mar.  17,  1815  ;  inc.  Ajn-il  15,  ISIG,  reincorporated  Mar.  20, 
1S33. 

Washington  Street.  AVashin2:ton  Street  Baptist  Church,  May  22, 
1874;  Second  Baptist '  C'A//rc/i  in  Lynn,  Oct.  8,  1858;  Iligh 
Street  Baptist  CJinrch,  April  21, 1854.  Second  Baptist  Society 
in  Lynn,  July  20,  1854,  society  dissolved  Sept.  28,  1875. 

Congregational  — 
Central.    Central   Church,  Dec.  11,  1850.    Central  Congregational 
Society,  May  20,  1850.* 

Chestnut  Street.  Cliestnut  Street  Congref!:ational  Church,  Mcij  21, 
18G0;  inc.  May  21,  18G0 ;  First  Congregational  Methodist 
Church,  Jan.  26,  1857;  inc.  Feb.  13,  1857.  Chestnut  Street 
Congregational  Society,  INlay  21,  1860;  inc.  May  21,  1860; 
First  Congregational  ^letliodist  Socicly,  Jan.  26,  1857  ;  inc. 
Feb.  13,  1857. 

First.  First  Church  of  Christ,  Lynn,  jNIassachusetts,  June  8, 1632.  First 
Congregational  Society,  Lynn. 

North.  North  Congregational  Church,  IVIay  6, 1869.  North  Congrega- 
tional Society,  May  6,  1869. 

Swedish.  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Bethesda  Church,  inc.  Mar. 
18,  1891. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Boston  Street.   Boston  Street  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April 
1853;  inc.  June  11,  1853. 

Broadway.    Brocidway  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  13, 1892  ;  inc. 

Mar.  22, 1805 ;  AVyoma  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  A^iil 
11, 1886. 

Common  Street.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1879  ;  Lynn 

Common  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Fei3.  20,  1791.  First 
Methodist  Society  in  Ijynn,  inc.  Feb.  15, 1S20  ;  The  Methodist 
Society  in  the  First  Parish  of  Lynn,  inc.  Feb.  26\  1794. 

Highlands.    Highlands  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  -,  1890. 

Lakeside.    Lakeside  Methodist  Episcopal  Chiirch,  ,  1893. 

Maple  Street.    Maple  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1851. 

Saint  Luke's.    Saint  Luke's  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1887 ; 

inc.  ,  1888. 

Saint  Paul's.  Saint  Paul's  IMethodist  Episcojial  Church,  June  29, 
1861 ;  inc.  June  29, 1861 ;  Wood  End  Methodist  Church.  The 

Easter )i  Methodist  Society  in  Liinn,  ,  1815;  inc.  Fet).  27, 

lSl:i ;  Union  Street  Methodist  Society,  ,  1811 ;  Wood  End 

Methodist  Society. 


*  **  Name  of  tho  Society  to  be  the  Central  Church."   Society  by-laws. 
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Methodist  Episcopal— Con. 
South  Stheet.    South  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Trinity.   Trinity  Methodist  Episco])al  Church,  ,  1885;  inc.  , 

1885;  "Tower  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1873. 

Swedish.   Mission  Church  of  Lynn,  inc.  Sept.  8, 1890. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Incarnation.    Church  of  the  Incarnation,  Sept.  22,  1885.   Parish  of  the 
Incarnation,  June  25,  1885  ;  inc.  Sept.  22,  1885. 

Saint  Stephen's.  Saint  Stephen's  Memorial  Church,  Nov.  2,  1881. 
Saint  Stephen's  Parish,  ,  1844. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  7,  1823,  church  dissolved 
about  1870.  Second  Comjrcrjational  vSocicty  in  Lynn,  April 
5, 1822  ;  inc.  June  15, 1822.  Proprietors  of  the  Second  Co7i- 
gregational  Church  in  Lynn,  inc.  June  14, 1823. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Lynn,  May  12,  1839.  First  Uni- 
versalist Society  of  Lynn,  Mar.  25,  1833 ;  inc.  Mar.  25,  1833. 

Second.   Second  Universalist  Church,  ,  1840.    Second  Universalist 

Society,  Mar.  9,  1836. 

LYNNFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
Centre.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church ;  Church  at  Lynn  End. 

Orthodox  Evangelical  Society,  Sept.  27, 1832.  Trustees  of  the 
Lynnfield  Society,  inc.  June  18, 1825. 

Second.   Second  Congregational  Church  of  Lynnfield,  Jan.  8, 1854. 
Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  of  Lynnfield,  July  25, 1836  ;  Sec- 
ond Church  in  Lynn,  Aug.  7,  1720.  First  Congregational 
Society,  Lynnfield ;  The  Congregational  Society.  North  Par- 
ish in  Lynn,  inc.  Oct.  16, 1713. 


MALDEN. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Maiden,  Dec.  27,  1803.    First  Baj^tisi 
Society  i?i  Maiden,  inc.  Feb.  21, 1820. 

Maplewood.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Maplewood,  Aug.  2,  1871 ;  inc. 
Feb.  11,  1876. 

Saint  Luke's.    Saint  Luke's  Baptist  Church,  ,  1895. 


Congregational  ~ 
First.    First  Church  of  Christ  in  INIalden,  ,  1648.    Trinit.arian  Con- 
gregational *Soc<V///,  July  12,1832;  inc.  ,1832;  The  Con- 

(jreyational  Jlclujious  Society  for  the  Support  of  Orthodox 
Preaching  in  Maiden. 

Lindp:n.  Linden  Conrjrcfjnfional  Church,  inc.  Oct.  27,  1804  ;  Union 
Congregational  Church  of  Linden,  June  13,  1876.  Union 
Congregational  Society  of  Linden,  May  G,  1876. 
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Congreg-ational  —  Con. 
Maplewood.    Fir.st  Coii2,Tcgation:il  Church  in  Maplewood,  June  10^ 
1874.   First  Congregational  Society  in  Maplewood,  Mar.  30, 
1874. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Belmont.  Belmont  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Maiden,  July  26„ 
1888;  inc.  Aug.  8,  18S,S;  Ik^mont  Union  diurrh,  ^Mar.  13,, 
1885.  Belmont  Christian  Union  Sorirt//,  June  5,  18H2  ;  inc. 
June  5,  1882,  society  dissoh^ed.  Trustee.-^  of  the  Belmont 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Maiden,  Aug.  8,  1888 ;,  ini\. 
Aug.  8,  1888. 

Centre.    Centre  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church  of  IMalden,  ,  1821. 

Faulkner.    Faulkner  IMethodist  E})iscopal  Church,  Nov.  30,  1892.. 
Faulkner  Evangelical  Union,  Feb.  12,  188G. 

Linden.    Linden  jNIethodist  Episcopal  C,%urch,  Jimc ISOO. 

Maplewood.   Methodist  Episcojial  Church,  ;Mai)le\vood,  —  -,  1858. 

Trustees  of  the  Methodist  J-^piscopal  Church,  Maplewood,  inc. 
—  -,1890.. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Luke's.   Saint  Luke's  Church,  July  1,  1885 ;  inc.  Mar.  13,  1893. 
Saint  Jjuke's  Purish,, ]u\y  1,  1885. 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  April  22, 18G7  ;  Saint  PauVs  Church 
and  Parish,  inc.  Mar.  31, 1870. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Unitarian   Chu.rch.     First  Congregational  Unitajrian  SocielK^ 
Dee.  21,  1875. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Parish  Church,  June  7,  1828.    First  Parish  in  Maiden,  inc. 

Dec.  5,  1804 ;  First  or  North  Parish,  ,1730.  Trustees 

of  the  Maiden  Ministerial  Fund,  inc.  June  20, 1807. 

Maplewood.   Majjlewood  Universalist  Church. 


MANCHESTER. 

Baptist  — 

Manchester.  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  28, 1850  ;  Christian  Baptist  Church, 
April  10,  1843.  Baptist  Socictij  of  Manchester,  June  24, 18G7. 
Proprietors  of  the  First  Christian  Meeting  House  in  Man- 
chester,  ,  1844. 

Congreg-ational  — 
First.  First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  in  INfanchester,  IMassa- 
chusetts,  Nov.  17,  181<> ;  'J'he  Church  in  j\lanchester,  Nov.  7, 
1710.  First  Parish,  Mar.  -,  183<;.  Proprietors  of  the  First 
Orthodox  Congregational  Meeting- House,  ,  1809,  proprie- 
tors dissolved  in  1848. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Churc^h  of  Manchester.,  Massachusetts,  Aug.  L 
1895;  inc.  Sept.  10,  1805, 
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MANSFIELD 

Baptist— 

]\[ansfield.   Baptist  Church,  ,  1838. 


Congregational  — 
Mansfield.   Orthodox  Congre<rational  Church,  May  9,  1838 ;  inc.  Oct. 

29,  1838.  Orthodox  Congregational  Society,  May  9,  1838; 
inc.  Oct.  29,  1838. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.   Emmanuel  IVIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  8,  1860; 
inc.  Nov.  -,  18G4. 

First.   First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1840. 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church  of  Mansfield,  Oct.  2,  1888 ;  First  Con- 
gregational Church ;  Church  of  Christ,  ,  1731.    The  First 

Universalist  Parish  of  Mansfield,  Oct.  2,  1888 ;  inc.  A'ov.  6\ 
1888 ;  First  Congregational  Parish,  Sept.  -,  1731 ;  A  Sepa- 
rate (the  South)  Precinct  of  Norton,  inc.  June  23, 1731. 


MARBLEHEAD. 

Baptist— 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Marblchead,  Feb.  28,  1810;  inc.  Mar.  11, 
1895.  First  Baptist  Society  in  Marblehead,  inc.  Jan.  24, 
1821,  society  dissolved  May  9, 1895, 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  IMarblehead,  Massachusetts, 
Oct.  13,  1684.    First  Congregational  Society  in  Marblehead, 
inc.  Feb.  7, 1824. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Marbleuead.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist 
Beligious  Society  in  Marblchead,  inc.  Feb..  12, 1825. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Saint  Michael's.    Saint  Micliacrs  Church.  Saint  ISIichaers  Parish, 

 ,  1707 ;  The  Episcopal  Parish  in  Marblehead,  inc.  Ju?ie 

22,1799. 


Unitarian  — 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  April  25,  1716.  Proprietors 

of  the  Second  Congregational  Society  i}i  Marble^iead,  inc.  May 
15, 1851. 

Universalist - 

First.  First  Universalist  Churrh  of  Marblchead.  First  Universalist 
Society  of  Marblehead,  Mar.  3,  183(1,  reorganized  Feb.  15, 
1882. 
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MARION. 

Congregational  — 
FiKST.  Congregational  Church  and  Society  in  Marion,  inc.  A2')ril  3, 
1856;  South  Cliurch  in  Rochester.  Fird  Congregational 
Society  in  Marion,  inc.  Ajyril  4, 1878.  Fourth  Congregational 
Precinct  in  Itoehestcr  inc.  June  27,  1708;  Con*^reo-ational 
Precinct  in  Marion  ;  First  CongTc^^'ational  Precinct  in  JNIarion. 
Proprietors  of  the  Fund  for  Sujgiortitig  Pul>lic  Worship  in  the 
Fourth  Conqrciiationat  Precinct  in  the  Town  of  Rochester,  inc. 
Feb.  15, 1826. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Marion.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Saint  Gabriel's.    Saint  Gabriel's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1876. 

Universalist — 
[Marion.    Universalist  Church. 


MARLBOROUGH. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Marlborough,  April  14,  1868. 

Congregational  — 

First.    The  Union  Congregational  Church  in  Marlhoro\  Mass.,  , 

1835;  inc.  Sept.  28, 18.91  ;  Church  in  the  First  Parish,  Mar. 
5, 1808 ;  First  Clmrch,  Oct.  6,  1G6G.  Union  Society  in  Marl- 
borough,  ,  1835;  inc.  Mar.  6,  1835;  First  Evangelical 

Congregational  Society,  April  1,  1833.    First  Parish. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Marlborough.   Marlborough  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar.  8, 
1821.    Marlborough  Methodist  Episcopal  Society,  ,  1853. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Holy  Trinity.    Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  ,  1887  ;  inc.  ,  1887. 

Parish  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  —  -,  1887. 

Unitarian  — 

Second  Parish.  Unitarian  Church,  Dec.  7,  1808.  Second  Parish  in 
Marlborough,  inc.  Feb,  23,  1808;  AVest  Parish.  Trustees 
of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  the  Second  Parish  in  Marlborough, 
inc.  June  19, 1812. 

Universalist  — 

Marlborough.  Universalist  Church,  about  1825,  reorganized  about 
1862. 

M  A  R  S  H  F 1 E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

First,  First  Baptist  Church  of  IMarsli field,  June  11,  1788.  The  Baptist 
Religious  Society  in  Maj'shjicld,  inc.  June  25,  1708. 

North.  North  Baptist  Church,  May  -,  1833.  North  Baptist  Society^ 
May  1833. 
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Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  ;  Church  in  Marshfield,  ,  1632. 

First  Parish,  April  28,  1739.  Trustees  of  the  Ministerial 
Fu7id  in  the  First  Parish  in  Marshjield,  inc.  Feb.  20, 1822. 

Second.  Second  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  in  Marshfeld, 
inc.  Se}}t.  19,  1891.  Second  Congregational  Trinitarian 
Society,  July  4,  1835. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
IklARSHFiELD.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1813. 


Unitarian  — 

Grace.   Grace  Chapel,  Mar.  25,  1882 ;  inc.  Mar.  25, 1882. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Society,  ,  1713;  inc.  ,  1738. 

Chapel  of  Ease. 

mashpp:e. 

Baptist— 

Mashpee.    Baptist  Church,  Mar.  4,  1838.    Baptist  Society,  July  20, 
1840. 

MATTAPOISETT. 
Congregational  — 

Mattapoisett.    Congregational  Church  of  Mattapoisett,  ,  1857; 

Second  Congregational  CJmrch  in  Rochester,  July  27,  173G ; 
inc.  June  1736.  First  Precinct  in  i\Iattaj)oisetl,  inc.  Mar. 
5j  1860 ;  Sccoml  Precinct  in  llochesicr,  June  9,  1736  ;  inc. 
June  4,  1736.  Proprietors  of  the  Second  Congregational 
Meeting  House  in  Rochester,  ,  1842. 


Universalist— 

First.   First  Universalist  Parish  of  ^Mattapoisett,  ,  1884 ;  Univer- 
salist Parish  in  Rochester,  probably  1834. 


MAYNARD. 

Congregational  — 
Union.  Evangelical  Union  Church  of  j\taynard,  April  19, 1871 ;  Assabet 
Evangelical  Union  Church,  Sept.  23, 1852.  Evangelical  Union 
Society  of  Maynard,  April  19,  1871;  Assabet  Evangelical 
Union  Society,  April  12,  1852 ;  Assabet  Evangelical  Society, 
Mar.  31,  1851. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Maynard.   Maynard  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  -,  1870 ;  Assa- 
bet Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  -,  1867. 


MEDFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Medfield,  Aug.  18,  1776.    The  First  Bap- 
tist Society  in  Mcdjield,  inc.  June  19, 1811,  society  dissolved. 


Congregational  — 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  7,  1828 ;  inc.  ,  1828. 

Second  Congregational  Society,  ,  1828 ;  inc.   1828. 
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Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  in  INIedficld,  Dec.  -,  1651.  First 
Congregational  Pa  risk  in  ^Medliekl,  ,  1829 ;  Congrega- 
tional Parish  in  Medlield,  ,1817;  First  Parish  in']\[ed- 

field,  Nov.  7,  1811.  Trustees  of  the  Mcdjidd  Ministerial 
Fund,  inc.  Feb.  3, 181G. 


MEDFORD. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Medford,  Massachusetts,  ,  18-41 ;  inc. 

Ju7ie  27, 1803.    First  Baptist  Society,  ,  1841. 

West.    West  Mcdford  Baptist  Church,  inc.  Feb.  28, 1896. 

Congregational  — 
Mystic.    Mystic  Church,  Jul}^  6,  1847,    Mystic  Parish,  Aug.  2,  1847; 
inc.  Aug.  2,  1847. 

Union.  Union  Congi^eqational  Church  of  Mcdford,  Dec.  1,  1887 ;  inc. 
Sept.  15, 1887. 

West.  Congregational  Church  of  West  Mcdford,  June  12,  1872.  AVest 
Medford  Congregational  Societ//,  June  27,  1872. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

First.   First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1828.    PYrst  Methodist 

PJpiscopal  Society  in  Mcdford,  inc.  Mar.  8, 1828. 

Trinity.   Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Wellington.    Wellington  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Church,  Feb.  loj  1848    Parish  of  Grace  Church,  Medford. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  Church  of  the  First  Parish  in  IMedford,  Feb.  11, 1713.  The  First 
Parish  in  Medford,  inc  Mar.  31,  1824.  Trustees  of  the  Con- 
gregational Ministerial  Fund  for  the  P'irst  Parish  in  the 
Town  of  Medford,  inc.  Mar,  10, 1827, 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1834.  First  Universalist  Society 

of  Medford,  Mar.  22,  1831. 

Hillside.  The  Ilillside  Universalist  Parish  of  Medford,  April  14, 1896  ; 
inc.  May  0, 1896. 

Second.  The  Second  Universalist  Parish  in  Medford,  inc.  April  20, 
1891. 

MEDAVAY. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  in  West  Medway,  ,  1832. 

Congregational  — 
Village.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church  of  IMedway  Village,  Sept. 

7,  1838.  The  Evangelical  Congregational  Society  in  Med- 
way, ]\Iay  25,  1838. 

Second.  Second  Church  of  Clirist  in  ISledway,  Oct.  4,  1750.  West 
Parish.    West  Precinct  of  Medway,  inc.  Dec.  29,  1748. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
TmRD.   The  Third  Con<2:regational  Church  in  Medway,  May  18,  1886 ; 
inc.  May  10,  188G. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West.   West  Medway  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  19,  1857  ;  inc. 
July  19, 1857. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.   Christ  Church,  ,  1885. 


MELROSE. 

Baptist  — 

Fells.    Fells  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  25,  1889. 
First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  1,  1856. 

Melrose  IIigitlands.   Mclro^^c  Jlic/hlands  BaptUt  Cluirch,  April  12, 
1894;  inc.  Aug.  o,  1895.^ 

Congregational  — 
Melrose.    Melrose  Orthodox  Con<^reg-ational  Church,  July  11,  1848. 

Melrose  Orlhinlox  Con(jrc(j(dLonal  Society,  inc.  June  28, 1848' 

Melrose  Highlands.  Melrose  Ilif/hkmds  Cougrff/dlumal  Church,  Sept. 

29,1875;  inc.  Aug.  5,18!}2.^  Melrose  llighlaiids  Congrega- 
tional Society,  June  2,  187G. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Melrose.   Methodist  Ei)i.scopal  Church  in  Melrose,  ,  1850.  North 

Maiden  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1815. 

Pratt  Memorial.   Pratt  Memorial  Church,  April  24, 1893. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.   Trinity  Parish,  April  27,  1857  ;  inc.  May  20,  1857. 

Unitarian  — 

Melrose.   Unitarian  Congregational  Society  of  Melrose,  Nov.  18, 1866  ; 
inc.  July  17,  18G7. 

Melrose  Highlands.   Liberal  Christian  Union  Society,  —  1894; 
inc.  ,  1894. 

Universalist  — 

Melrose.    Universalist  Chicrch,  Feb.  10,  1849.    Universalist  Society. 


M  E  N  D  O  N  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Mendon.    Methodist  l^piscopal  Church,  June  9,  1852. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Church  in  Mendon,  ,  17G8 ;  Church  in  Mendon,  , 

1CG9.    First  I'arish  in  Mendon,  ,  178(;.    'J'he  First  Cmi- 

gregdtional  Society  ///  Mendon,  inc.  Mar.  10,  1784,  society 
dissolved  June  28,  1792. 


CHURCHES,  PARISHES,  AND 


MERRIMAC. 

Baptist  — 

Merrimac.  Baptist  Church,  Merrimac.  —  -,  1876 ;  Baptist  Church, 
West  Amesbur}',  April  4,  18G7.  Baptist  Socici)/  of  Merrimac, 
 ,  187G  ;  Baptist  Socicli/  of  West  Amesbury",  April  4,  1867. 

Merrimacpokt.  The  First  BfqHist  Church  of  Mcrrimcicjmrt,  Sept.  24, 
1876;  inc  Muij  11,  ISDl  ;  South  Amesbury  Baptist  Church, 
June  3,  1859 ;  West  Amesbury  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  25, 
1849.  First  Baptist  Society  ni  Amesbury^  April  14,  1806; 
inc.  Feb.  23, 1811,  society  dissolved. 

Congregational  — 
First.  First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  of  Merrimac,  Feb.  26, 
1894 ;  inc.  Mar.  7, 1894  ;  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  Ames- 
bury, May  19,  1726;  First  Orthodox  Congregational  Society 
of  Merrimac,  inc  Feb.  21,  1879,  society  dissolved.  West 
Parish  Congregational  Society  of  Amesbury,  society  dissolved 
in  1894.    West  Precinct  in  Amesbury,  inc.  May  29, 1725. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Merrimacpokt.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1877.  Merrimac- 

port  Methodist  Episcopal  Society,  July  -,  1888. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Merrimac,  ,  1876 ;  First  Uni- 
versalist Church  of  West  Ames.bury,  Sept.  10,  1868.  Univer- 
salist Society  of  Merrimac,  ,  1876 ;  Universalist  Society 

of  West  Amesbury,  Oct.  14, 1837.  Froprictors  of  the  Meeting 
House. 

M  E  T  H  U  E  N  . 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Methuen,  Mar.  8, 1815.  First  Baptist  So- 
ciety in  Methtien,  Mar.  1,  1815  ;  inc.  Feb.  18, 1824. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Parish  Church  in  Methuen,  Oct  29.  1729.    First  Parish  in 
Methuen,  ,  1729. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Methuen.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Alethuen,  Sept.  11, 1838. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Thomas's.  Saint  Thomas's  Church,  Methuen,  Massachusetts,  Mar. 
15,  1878. 

Universalist— 

First.    First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1840.    First  Universalist  Parish 

of  Methuen,  May  28,  1877.  First  Universalist  Society  in 
Methuen,  society  dissolved. 


M I D  D  L  E  B  O  R  O  U  G  H  . 

Baptist  — 

Central.    Central  Baptist  Church,  Auj^.  13,  1828.    Central  Baptist  So- 
ciety in  Middlcborough,  April  26,  1828;  inc.  Mar.  4,  1828. 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Middlcborough,  inc.  April  17, 
1894 ;  First  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  16,  1756. 
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Baptist  — Con, 

Thikd.  Third  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  2,  1761.  Third  Calvinistic  Baptist 
Society  in  the  Town  of  Middleborough,  Aug.  -,  17C1 ;  inc.  June 
18, 1825. 

Congregational  — 
Central.    The  Central  Congregational  Church,  inc.  Aug.  26,  1893; 

Central  Congregational  Church  of  iMiddleborough,  Mar.  25, 
1847 ;  inc.  Sept.  9,  1889.  Central  Congregational  Socicit/, 
Mar.  2,  1847,  society  dissolved  Sept.  17,  1889.  Central  Con- 
gregational Meeting  Ilou.ie  Corporation,  Dec.  25,  1848;  inc. 
>ec.  16,  1863.  The  Central  Congregational  Church  Corpora- 
tion, dissolved  July  30,  1839 

First.  First  Church  of  Christ,  ^Middlcborough,  IVlassachusetts,  Dec.  26, 
1694.  First  Parish,  ]\Iiddleborough,  April  13,  1868.  First 
Preciwc^,  Middleborough  ;  Yj'd?,l  Precinct.  The  Trustees  of  the 
Funds  for  the  Support  of  a  Coiigrcgational  Teacher  of  Pietii, 
Religion  and  Moralitij  in  the  First  Frecinct  in  Middleborough, 
inc.  June  15, 1803. 

North.    North  Congregational  Church,  INIiddleborough,  —  -,  1852; 

Titicut  Precinct  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  16,  1748.  Titi- 
cut  Parish,  inc.  Feb.  25,  1744. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Middleborough.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1868;  Re- 
formed Methodist  Church,  May  31, 1842.  Reformed  Methodist 
Society,  Feb.  25,  1846 ;  inc.  Sept.  25,  1846. 

South.    South  Middleborough  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1867  ; 

First  Methodist  Reformed  Church,  ,  1824.  First  Metho- 
dist Reformed  Society,  ■  ,  1830. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Our  Saviour.    The  Church  of  Oiir  Saviour  in  the  Parish  of  Middle- 
borough,' Massachusetts,   ,  1894;  inc.  Oct.  20, 1894. 

Unitarian  — 

Unity.   Unity  Church.    First  Unitarian  Society  of  Middleborough,  Mar. 
1889  ;  inc.  Mar.  1889. 


MIDDLEFIELD. 

Baptist— 

^IiDDLEFiELD.   Baptist  Church  of  Middlefield,  July  23,  1817.  Baptist 
Society  of  Middlefield,  July  23,  1817  ;  inc.  Mar.  8,  1882. 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  Congregational  Church  of  Middlefield,  Mass.,  Aug  5,  1892 ; 

inc.  Aug.  5, 1892  ;  First  Cona:regational  Church,  IMiddleliekl, 
Massachusetts,  Nov.  18,  1783  -  inc.  Nov.  18,  1783.  First  Con- 
gregational Society,  Middlefield,  Massachusetts,  Nov.  18, 
1783 ;  inc.  Nov.  18,  1783. 


M  I  D  D  L  E  T  O  N  . 

Congregational  — 
MiDDLETON.    Congregational  Church  of  Middleton,  Mar.  -,  1759  ;  Church 
of  Christ  in  Middleton,  Oct.  22,  1729.    Congregational  Society ^ 
Feb,  6,  1832. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
MiDDLETON.    Middleton  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli,  Mar.  22,  1879". 

Universalist  — 
Middleton.   Universalist  Church. 


M I L  F  O  R  D  . 

Baptist  — 

Pine  Street.  The  Pine  Street  Bapil.H  Clmrcli,  Milford,  Mass.,  Oct.  13, 
1868;  mc.  M(iy  10,  lSf)(> ;  Central  V>'.\\)Xht  .Church,  Feb.  15, 
1853.  Milford  Central  Baptist  Society,  Oct.  28,  1853,  society 
dissolved  May  19,  189U. 

Congregational  — 
FiKST.  First  CongTe.i2,'ational  Church  of  Milford,  April  11,  1780;  Second 
Congregational  Church  in  Mendon,  A])ril  15,  1741.  First 
Congregational  Society  in  Millbrd,  jMar.  1, 1815.  Second  Con- 
gregational Parish  in  iVIendon.  l^ast  Precinct  in  Jlendon, 
Jan.  18,  1742  ;  inc.  Dec.  23, 1 741. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

First.    First  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,1844.    First  Methodist 

Episcopal  Society,  Mar.  16,  1840,  society  dissolved. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.   Trinity  ChHfrh,M^y  17,  1863.    Triniti/  Parish  in  the  Town 
of  Milford,  April  23,  1864  ;  inc.'  April  11,  IS 04. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  in  Milford,  Oct.  19,  1850.  First  Uni- 
versalist Society  in  Milford,  x\ug.  -,  1785;  inc.  Dec.  6,  1824. 


MILLBURY. 

Baptist  — 

MiLLBURY.    Millbury  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  23,  1836  ;  inc.  Oct.  29,  1890. 

Millbury  Baptist  Society,  society  dissolved  when  the  church 
was  incorporated 

Congregational  — 
First.  The  First  Congregatioyial  Church,  June  11,  1813 ;  inc.  Dec.  14, 
188S.  First  Com/ ret/at iofKcl  Society  i?i  Millbury.  Second 
Parish  in  Sutton,  Sept.  10,  1747,  parish  dissolved  in  1889 ; 
North  Parish  in  Sutton,  inc.  Oct.  '28,  1  743.  Trustees  of  the 
Parochial  Funds  of  the  Comireyational  Church  and  Parish  in 
Millbury,  inc.  Mar.  1,  182 8. 

Second.  The  Second  Congreyational  Church  of  Millbury,  May  27, 1834  : 
inc.  Jan.  22,  1801  ;  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Millbury, 
Aug.  23,  1827.  Secoiul  Coiigregational  Society  in  Millfmry, 
inc.  Mar.  27,  1835  ;  First  i'resbyi.erian  Society  in  the  Town 
of  Millbury,  Ai)ril  10,  1827  ;  inc.  Feb.  10,  1827.  Proprietors 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Meeting  House,  April  17,  1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Millbury.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Millbury,  ,  1835. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Unitarian  Society  of  Millbury,  June  29,  1884 ;  inc.  Mar. 
19,  1885. 
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MILLIS. 

Congregational  — 

MiLLis.    Church  of  Christ  in  ]\[illis,  ,  1885 ;  Church  of  Christ  in  East 

Medway,  Oct.  7,  1714.  Parish  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Millis,  inc.  Mai/  0,  1SS(J ;  First  Parish  in  Medway,  Feb.  3, 
1749. 

MILTON. 

Baptist— 

East  Milton.   East  Milton  Baptist  Church,  ,  1890;  inc.  Jan.  23, 

1891. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Evangelical  Co?igrcgaiio?ial  Chui'ch  of  Milton,  Mass.,  Jan. 

6,  1834;  inc.  June  6',  lSf)0.  First  Evangelical  Cono^re<2:a- 
tional  Socicli/,  Jan.  G,  1831;  inc.  Dec.  27,  1871,  society  dis- 
solved June  14,  1890. 

Second.  Second  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Milton,  INIassa- 
chusetts,  Nov.  9,  1843.  Second  Evangelical  Congregational 
Society  of  IMilton,  June  18,  1846.  Scco?id  Conyrcyational 
Parish  in  Milton,  inc.  Feb.  24, 1S29. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church  in  Milton,  probably  1834;  Chnrch 
of  Christ  in  ]\Iilton,  April  24,  1G78.  First  Unitarian  Socictfj, 
July  4,  1828,  society  dissolved  soon  after.  First  Conqrcga- 
tional  Parish  in  Milton,  April  13,  1818 ;  inc.  Feb.  19, 1818. 


MONROE. 

Baptist  - 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Monroe,  Massachusetts,  Nov.  28, 1884. 


MONSON. 

Congregational  — 
MoNSON.    Congregational  Church  of  Monson,  June  23,  1762.  First 
Parish  of  Monson,  April  19,  1830. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

MoNSON.   INIethodist  I^piscopal  Church  of  Monson,  Massachusetts,  , 

1826  ;  inc.  Oct.  8,  1850. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  IMonson,  May  4,  1884.    First  Uni- 
versalist Parish  of  Monson,  Nov.  24,  1882. 


MONTAGUE. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  inc.  ,  1872. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  r'A?^?r//,  ,1754;  Church  in  the  Second 

Precinct  in  Snnderhmd,  Nov.  22,  1752.  North  Parish  in  Sun- 
derland.   Second  Precinct  in  Sunderland,  ,  1751. 
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Congrreg-ational  —  Con. 
MiLi,ERS  Falls.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Millers  Falls,  Jan. 

25,1872;  mc.  April  11, 188S.  First  Congregational  »Soc«e^^ 
of  Millers  Falls,  Nov.  22,  1870;  inc.  Aug.  3,  1887. 

Turners  Falls.    Turners  Falls  Congregational  Church,  ,  1875. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Socic/g  of  Turners  Falls,  Mar.  10,  1881 ;  inc. 

Mar.  18,  1881.  Liberal  Christian  Socictg  of  Turners  Falls, 
Feb.  17,  1873 ;  inc.  Mar.  12,  1873. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church.    Second  Congregational  So- 
ciely,  Dec.  1,  1825. 


MONTEREY. 

Congregational  — 
First.  First  Congregational  Church  of  Monterey,  —  -,  1847 ;  First 
Congregational  Chnrch  of  Tyringhara,  Sept.  25,  1750.  First 
Congy^egational  Society  in  Mofilcrcg,  inc.  Mag  7,  1851 ;  The 
First  Congregational  Society  in  the  Town  of  Tgringham,  inc. 
June  10,1809. 


MONTGOMERY. 


No  church  of  the  denominations  here  presented. 


MOUNT  WASHINGTON. 
Congregational  — 
Mount  Washington.    Mount  Washington  Congregational  Church, 
Dec.  11,  1874.    IVIount  Washington  Congregational  Church 
Society,  Dec.  11,  1874;  Mount  Washington  Ecclesiastical 
Society. 

NAHANT. 
No  church  of  the  denominations  here  presented. 


NANTUCKET. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Nant^icket,  June  2,  1890;  inc.  Feb.  4. 

1891 ;  Summer  Street  Baptist  Church,  June  -,  1839.  Bap- 
tist Society,  society  dissolved  Aug.,  1890. 


Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  Nantucket,  Mass.,  ,  1728 ; 

inc.  Sept.  10, 1895.  Proprietors  of  the  First  Congregational 
Meeting  House  in  Nantucket,  inc.  Feb.  21  1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Centre  Street.    Centre  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  25, 

1799 ;  inc.  ,  1799.    Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church  in  Nantucket,  inc.  Jan.  10, 1823. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Parish  of  Nantucket,  ,  1846. 
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Unitarian  — 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  April  27, 1810.  The  Proprie- 
tors of  the  Second  Congregational  Meeting  House  in  Xan- 
tucket,  inc.  June  14^  IS  10. 


NATICK. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Xatick,  Sept.  6,  18ol ;  inc.  April  7, 1875  ; 

The  South  Natick  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  20,  184U;  inc.  IMar. 
19,  1849.  Soutli  Natick  Baptist  Society,  society  dissolved 
April  7, 1875 

Congregational  — 

First.  First  Congregational  (Viz/rc^-,  Feb. -,  1802.  Fir!<t  Congregational 
Parish  in  Nalick,  inc.  June  10, 1S2().  Trustees  of  the  Natick 
Ministerial  Fund,  inc.  June  22, 1812. 

South.    The  John  Eliot  Church  of  South  Natick,  Nov.  16,  1859  ;  inc. 

Jan.  22,  1883.  John  Eliot  Varish,  Nov.  16,  1859,  parish  dis- 
solved elan.  22,  1883. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FiSK  Memorial.    i'V.s7t-  Memorial  Methodist  Ejnscopal  Cliurch  of  Natick, 
inc.  Mar.  19, 18SD ;  Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Natick,  ,  1792. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  Aug.  11, 1871 ;  inc.  Aug.  24, 1871. 
Saint  Paul's  Farish. 


Unitarian  — 

Eliot.    The  Eliot  CMirch,  ,  1844;  South  Congregational  Church, 

Mar.  11,  1830.  First  Unitarian  Parish  in  Natick,  Feb.  19, 
1870;  inc.  May  0,  1S70;  South  Parish  in  Natick,  Feb.  11, 
1828;  inc.  Mar.  1,  1S28.  Proprietors  of  the  Elliot  Meeting 
House  in  Natick,  inc.  Feb.  29,  1844. 

Universalist— 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  Natick,  Mass.,  Mar.  12,  1882.  First 
Universalist  Farish  of  Natick,  Mass.,  May  31,  1879  ;  inc.  May 
18,  1885. 

N  E  E  D  H  A  ]M  . 

Baptist  — 

First.  I'he  Fii^st  Baptist  Church  in  Needham,  May  26, 1856  ;  inc.  Jan. 
2, 1889. 


Congregational  — 

First.  The  Fird  Congregational  Church  of  Needham,  inc.  May  5, 
1890  ;  Evangelical  Congregational  (Vi«;v7i  of  Needham,  May 
6,  1857.  Evangelical  Congregational  Society  of  Needliam, 
July  27,  1857. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
HiGHLANDviLLE.    Mcthodist  Episcopal  Church,  Highlandville,  Massa- 
chusetts, May  25,  18(51 ;  inc.  May  25,  1861. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Christ  Church,  JSxcdham,  Mass.^  Aug.  19,  1895 ;  inc.  ScjU.  5, 
1895. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  CJmrrh  in  NeecUiam,—  1799  ;  Chnrch  of  Christ  in  Need- 
ham,  Mar.  18,  1720.  First  rari.^h  in  Neeelliam,  Nov.  9,  1778 ; 
inc.  •:  ,  1778 ;  Easl  Parish  in  Necdham. 


NEW  ASIIFORD. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Union.    Union  Church,  about  1828. 


NEAV  BEDFORD. 

Baptist— 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  New  Bedford,  June  30,  1813.  The  First 
Baptist  Church  and  Society  in  New  Bedford,  inc.  Mar.  14, 
1805.  First  Baptist  Society  in  New  Bedford,  Mar.  6,  1828 ; 
inc.  Mar.  8, 1828. 

North.  North  Baptist  Church  of  New  Bedford,  Oct.  17,  1873.  North 
Baptist  (Society,  Oct.  22,  1872. 

Union.  The  Union  Baptist  Church,  inc.  May  1(>,  lSf)5,  formed  by  the 
Union  of  the  Second  and  Salem  Street  Churches. 

Congregational  — 
Acusiinet.    First  Congregational  Church  in  New  Bedford;  Acushnet 

Congreg.ational  Cliureh  ;  Chnrch  of  Christ  in  j  )[irtmouth,  , 

1696.  distinct  I'arish,'''  inc.  Oct.  2H,  1747;  Second 
Parish  in  Dartmouth.  Socicti/  of  the  First  Churcli  in  New 
Bedford;  First  Congregational  Societi/  in  N(3W  Bedford,  Ai)ril 
6,  183G  ;  The  Congregational  ^ocietfi  at  the  Head  of  the  River. 
Proprietors  of  the  Purcliase  Street  Meeting  House,  ,  1829. 

New  Bedford.  The  Trinitarian  Church  of  New  Bedford,  Nov.  15, 
1831 ;  Trinitarian  Church  in  New  Bedford,  April  5,  1832 ; 
inc.  Feb.  2, 1832. 

North.  The  Congregational  (  7i/</v7i  of  New  Bedford  ;  North  Congreija- 
tional  Church  in  New  lied  ford,  inc.  Jaji.  27,  1827  ;  Third 
Church  in  New  Bedford,  Oct.  15,  1807  ;  Third  Church  of  the 
Third  Precinct  of  New  Bedford,  Sept.  o,  1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Allen  Street.    Allen  Street  ISIethodist  Episcopal  Hocietij  in  New  Bed- 
ford, Jan.  1,  1858  ;  Fourth  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Hocict^j  in 
New  15edford,  Dec.  22,  1851.    Trustees  of  the  jNIethodist  Epis- 
copal Church  on  Allen  Street  in  New  Bedford,  Feb.  3,  1852. 

County  Street.    County  Street  oMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1859  ; 

First  Methodist  Fpiscopai  Church  in  New  Bedford,  inc.  Feb. 
19, 1827  ;  Elm  Street  ( 'hurch,  ,  1817. 

First.  First  Portug-uose  i\Ietliodist  Episcopal  Ch?irch  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  inc.  July  2G,  1893. 

Fourth  Street.    Fourtli  Street  iVliitiiodist  Episcopal  CJiurch,  — 

1833.  Second  Methodist  Fpiscop<d  Society  in  New  Bedford, 
inc.  Mar.  5, 1835, 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — Con. 
Pleasant  Street.    Pleasant  Street  IMethodist  Episcopal  Churchy  Sept. 
1843. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Church,  Nov.  12,  1833;  Christ's  Church,  Oct.  2,  1833. 

Warden,  Vestry  (uul  Proprietors  of  Grace  Church  iu  Nciu  Bed- 
ford, inc.  Mar.  If),  18:i4. 

Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Episcopal  Church,  INIar.  28,  1878. 

Saint  Martin's.    Saint  Martin's  Church,  April  22,  1891.    Olivet  Mis- 
sion, Oct.  22,  1887. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Society  in  New  Bedford,  inc.  Feb.  IG, 
1S24.    Bedford  Precinct,  inc.  Feb.  29, 180S. 


Unlversalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church,  Xov.  2,  1855.    First  Universalist 
Society  of  New  Bedford,  inc.  Dec.  15,  1851. 


NEW  BRAINTREE. 
Congregational  — 
New  Braintree.    New  Braintree  Con<>:re<i:ational  Church,  April  18, 
1754-    N"ew  Braintree  Congregational  Farish,  Ishw.  20,  1843. 


NEWBURY. 

Congregational  — 
Byfield.  Byfield  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  24,  1704.  Byfield  Pre- 
cinct, Feb.  24,  1704;  inc.  Oct.  2ty,  1710.  Kowlberiy  Parish; 
Newbury  Falls  Farish.  Proprietors  (f  Byfield  Meeting 
House,  inc.  Mar,  25,18.14;  The  Proprietors  of  the  Minis- 
terial Fund  in  the  Parisii  of  Byfield,  inc.  Feb.  29, 1812. 

First.    First  Church  in  Newbury,  ,  1G35.    First  Parish  in  Newbury, 

inc.  Bee,  18, 17 2d.  First  Precinct  in  Newbury,  inc.  Nov.  2, 
1 711.    Frojirietors  of  the  Meeting  House,  ,  18G8. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Byfield.    Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  Byfield,  IMar.  8,  1864  ;  inc.  Mar. 

18,1864;  i\I ills  Village  Alethodist  E})iscopal  CAwrr//- of  New- 
bury, inc.  July  23,  1855.  First  Methodist  Fpiscopal  Society 
171  West  Newbury  and  Neu^bury,  inc.  Feb.  15, 1832.  Trustees 
of  the  MeUmdist  Fpiscopal  Church  in  Newbury  and  Newbury- 
port,  inc.  Mar.  5, 1827. 


NEWBURYPORT. 

Baptist  — 

Newburyport.    The  Baptist  Church  of  Newburyport,  Jan.  25,  1869 ; 

inc.  April  9,  1890.  Baptist  Society  of  Newburyj)ort,  Feb. 
22^  1869;  inc.  Mar.  2,  1869. 
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Congregational  — 

Belleville.   Belleville  Cono-regatioiial  Church  of  Newbuiyport,  , 

1852;  Second  Church  in  iS'ewbiiry,  ,  1819  ;  Fourth  Church 

in  Newbury,  April     1808.    Bclki'illc  Cunyrc<jatio}ial  Society 

in  Ncwbitri/port,  ,  1852;  inc.  Ma>/  4,  IS.')^  ;  Four/h  J!c- 

ligious  Society  in  Nciubunj^  ,  1808.    Second  Parish  in 

Newbury  ;  Wcstcrli/  Part  of  First  Parish,  inc.  Vcc.  18, 17 2 5. 
Proi^rietors  of  the  New  IMeeting  House  in  lliyh  JStrcet  in  the 
Fourth  Parish  of  Keivburi/,  inc.  Mar.  4, 1808. 

North.  North  Conp;regational  Church,  Mar.  4,  1768.  Third  Bel'ufious 
Society,  Mar.  4,  1708  ;  inc.  Ftb.  22, 1704  ;  Noitli  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Newbury-Port. 

Prospect  Street.    Fourth  Congregational  Church.,  —  -,  1793;  inc. 

 ,  1793.    Fourth  Peiiyious  Society  iii  Newburifport,  ]Mar. 

10,  1794;  inc.  Feb.  22,  1704.  Proprietors  of  the  Meeting 
House  occupied  by  the  Fourth  Religious  Society. 

Whitfield,   mitfield  Church,  Jan.  1,  1850. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

People's.    People's  Church,  ,  1888  ;  inc.  ,  1888  ;  Purchase  Street 

Church,  —  -,  1825  ;  inc.  ,  1825.   Trustees  of  the  Methodist 

Ejnscopal  Church  in  Neivburypoi^t,  inc.  Mar.  5,  1827,  and 
Ai^ril  1,1834. 

Wasuington  Street.  Washington  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Nov.  2,  18G5 ;  Liberty  Street  IMethodist  Episcopal  Churchy 
June  20,  1827. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Episcopal  Church  in  Newburyport,  inc.  Feb.  22, 1704; 

Saint  Paul's  Church,  ,  1738.    Queen  Ann's  Chapel,  , 

1711. 

Unitarian  — 

FntST.  First  Church  in  Newburyport,  Jan.  12,  172G.  Third  Church  in 
Newbury,  Nov.  17,  1700.  First  Peiiyious  Society  in  New- 
buryport, inc.  Feb.  22,  1704.  Proprietors  of  the  Meeting 
House  in  the  First  Parish  of  Newburyport.    (Mentioned  in 

NEW  MARLBOROUGH. 

Baptist  — 

New  Marlborough.    New  Marlborough  Baptist  Church,  ,  1847. 

New  Marlborough  Baptist  Society. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  New  INIarlborough,  Oct.  31,  1744. 

First  Congregational  Society  in  New  IMarl borough,  —  -, 
1744.  North  Parish  in  New  ISIarlborough,  Ajml  28,  1794, 
parish  dissolved. 

^IlLL  River.  INIill  River  Congregational  Church,  Feb  2,  1871.  Mill 
River  Congregational  Society,  Jan.  16,  1871. 

Soutiifield.  Southficld  Congregational  Church;  Soutli  Parish  Church 
of  New  IMarlborough,  April  25, 1791 ;  Second  Congregational 
Church  of  New  ]\iarlborough.  South  Parish  in  Neu^  Marl- 
horouyh,  April  28,  1794  ;  inc.  Feb.  25, 1704.  Trustees  of  the 
Junds  subscribed  for  the  su])port  of  the  (iospcl  Ministry  in  the, 
South  Parish  of  New  Marlborouyh,  inc.  Mar.  0, 1707, 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hartsville.    Hartsville  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy  ,  1849. 


NEW  SALEM. 

Congregational  — 
New  Salem.    Congregational  Church,  Aug,  15,  1845 ;  South  Evan- 
gelical Church. 

Unitarian  — 

New  Salem.  Church  of  Christ  in  New  Salem,  Dec.  15,  1742.  Congre- 
gational Society  in  the  Town  of  New  lSalc7n,  inc.  Afar.  IS, 
1788;  The  Congregational  Society  in  the  Town  of  New 
Salem,  inc.  Mag  .5,  1782,  society  dissolved  Mar.  18,  1788. 
Trustees  oj  the  Fund  of  the  Congregational  Society  in  New 
Salem,  inc.  June  18, 1810. 


NEWTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  West  Neiaton,  June  5,  1866 ;  inc.  Sept. 

12,  1891 ;  First  Ba])tist  Chzirch  of  Newtonville,  Dec.  12, 
1853.    Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House. 

Immanuel.    Newton  Jiaptist  Church  and  Society,  Mar.  12,  1881 ;  inc. 

Mar.  12,  1881 ;  Newton  Corner  P>aptist  Church,  June  21, 
1860;  inc.  July  12,  1860.  Newton  Corner  Baptist  Society, 
May  12,  1859. 

Myktle.    Myrtle  Baptist  Church,  West  Newton,  Massachusetts,  , 

1874 ;  inc.  ,  1874. 

Newton  Centre.   Baptist  Church  at  Newton  Centre,  Feb.  2,  1865 ; 

First  Baptist  Church  in  Newton,  Feb.  8,  1835 ;  inc.  Feb.  25, 
1893 ;  Baptist  Church  in  Newton,  July  5,  1780.  The  First 
Baptist  Society  in  Neuron,  Feb.  12, 1821 ;  inc.  Feb.  12, 1821 ; 
Baptist  Society  in  Newton,  Jan.  17,  1781. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church  of  Newton,  Feb.  4,  1835.  Newton 
Upper  Falls  Parish,  Sept.  24,  1834.  Proprietors  of  the  Bap- 
tist Meeting  House  at  the  Upper  Falls  in  Newton,  inc.  April 
9, 1830. 

Congregational  — 
Auburndale.    Congregational  Church  of  Auburndale,  Nov.  4,  1850. 

The  Congregational  Society  of  Auburndale,  —  -,  1873 ; 
Auburndale  Congregational  Society,  —  -,  1857 ;  Congrega- 
tional Society  of  Auburndale,  Oct.  17,  1850. 

Centre.  The  First  Church  in  Newton,  Massachu sells,  inc.  June  15, 
1895  ;  First  (.'hurch,  Newton,  July  20,  1664.  First  Parish  in 
Newton,  July  20,  16()4,  parish  dissolved.  J^roprietors  of  the 
Meeting  house  in  the  First  rarish  in  Newton,  about  May  25, 
1860. 

Eliot.  Eliot  ('hurch,  July  7,  1845.  FAliot  Jleligious  Society  in  Newton, 
July  31, 1845  ;  inc.  Mar.  20,1845  ;  ^Vngier's  C!orner  Keligious 
Society,  Sept.  7,  1844. 

Newton  Highlands.  The  New/on  JJiqhlands  Conqreqational  Church, 
Dec.  11,  1890;  inc.  Per.  l;}/lSI}();  Newton  Highlands  Con- 
gregational ( /nrrch,  ,]uuo,  13,  1S72.  The  Newton  Highlands 
Congregational  Society,  Jan.  30,  1872. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
Newtonville.    Central  Congregational  Church  in  Xewtonville,  Sept. 
8,  18G8.    Central  Congregational  t^ocicty. 

North.  North  Evangelieal  f7i^^rcA,  July  11,  186G.  North  Evangelical 
Societij,  Oct.  16,  1874;  inc.  Oct.  21),  1874. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Newton,  Oct.  21,  1781.  The 
Second  Co?i(jre(/alio}i((l  Society  of  Xcwton,  April  7, 1869  ;  inc. 
Mar.  5,  186U.  West  Trecinct,  Nov.  10,  1778 ;  inc.  Oct.  7, 
1778. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Aubukxdale.    Anburndale  jNlcthodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Centre.  Newton  Centre  IVEetliodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  29,  1879, 
inc.  April  29,  1879. 

First.  First  JNlethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Newton,  Nov.  11,  1832. 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Socic/i/,  ,  1826. 

Highlands.  Newton  Highlands  INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  29, 
1890;  inc.  Oct.  2,  1891. 

Lower  Falls.  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Society,  Newton  Lower  Falls, 
 ,  1867. 

Newtonville.    Newtonville  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1870. 

Upper  Falls.  Newton  Methodist  J'J/)isco/)al  Church,  inc.  April  11, 
1896;  Newton  Corner  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April 
21,  1864. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Grace.    Grace  Church,  Newton,  IVlassachusetts,  ,  IS.Vt ;  inc.  , 

1855.    Pcirish  of  Grace  Church,  Newton,  Massachusetts. 

Messiah.  Church  of  the  ISIessiah  of  West  Newton  and  Auburndale, 
April  1877  ;  Church  of  the  Messiah  of  West  Newton,  Sept.  -, 
1871. 

Redeemer.  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Sept.  23,  1890.  Parish  of  the 
Church  of  the  Redeemer  at  Cliestnut  Ilill,  Newton,  Sept.  23, 
1890.  Saint  Andrew's  Association  of  Chestnut  Hill,  Newton, 
Massachusetts,  Feb.  10,  1886. 

Saint  Mary's.  The  E])iscopal  Society  of  Sai)U  Mnrifs  Church  in  New- 
ton, April  7,  1812  ;  inc.  June  10, 1813. 

Saint  Paul's.  Parish  of  Haint  PauVs  of  Newton  }li<ihlands,  inc.  April 
23,  1884.  Saint  Paul's  Association,  Jan.  26,  1883 ;  inc. 
April  12, 1883. 

Trinity.  Trinity  Parish  of  Newton  Centre,  July  19,  1892  ;  inc.  Aug.  23, 
1802. 

Unitarian  — 

Channing.  Channing  Church,  Feb.  5,  1853.  Channing  Religious  So- 
ciWv,  April  2,  ISOO;  Channing  ,Societ>/  or  Channing  Church 
Society,  April  1,  1856. 

First.   First  Unitarian  Society  in  Newton,  Oct.  31,  1848. 

Newton  Centre.  The  NcuUon  Cxutre  Unitarian  Society,  April  21, 
1878  ;  inc.  July  7, 1802. 
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Universalist — 

Newtonville.    Newton  Universalist  Church.    Newton  Universalist 
Society^  April  1,  1871 ;  inc.  April  1, 1871. 


NORFOLK. 

Baptist  — 

Norfolk.   Norfolk  Baptist  Church,  April  18,  1842  ;  inc.  April  18,  1842. 

Congregational  — 

Union.    Union  Conyreqational  Church  of  Norfolk,  ,  1839  ;  inc.  June 

24, 1889 ;  North  Church  in  AVrentham,  June  16, 1798.  North 
Parish  Comirajaliondl  Fundin.(i  Societv  in  Wrcntham,  inc. 
June  14,  182:} ;  North  Socict//  in  A\''rentham,  Sept.  16,  1795. 
Cleveland  Relio:ious  Society.  The  North  Parish  in  Wren- 
iham,  inc.  Feb.  20, 1790. 


NORTH  ADAMS. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  North  Adams,  ,  1878.    First  liaptist 

Church  of  Adams,  Oct.  30, 1808. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  North  Adams,  April  19,  1827. 

First  Congregational  Society  of  North  Adams,  April  19,  1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
FiRST.   First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1823. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Parish  of  Saint  John's  Chnrch,  North  Adams,  Massa- 
chusetts, Dec.  11, 1855. 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Chnrch  of  North  Adams,  Dec.  15,  1861.  First 
Universalist  Society  in  North  Adams,  April  9,  1842. 


NORTHAMPTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1826.    First  Baptist  Society,  society 

dissolved. 

Congregational  — 
Edwards.    Edwards  Church,  Jan.  30,  1833.    Edwards  Church  Society 
in  Northampton,  July  31,  1832  ;  inc.  Mar.  20',  1833. 

First.    First  Church  of  Clirist  in  Northampton,  June  18,  1661.  First 
Parish  in  Northampton,  April  3,  1826. 

Florence.    Florence  Church  Society,  Oct.  20, 1860. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Florence.    Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch  of  Florence,  Jan.  29,  1871; 
inc.  April  2,  1872. 

Northampton.    Northampton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Mitiislcr,  Wardem,  Vestry^  and  Projyrietors  of  Saint 
John''s  Cliurcli  in  NorUiampton^  1826;  inc.  Feb.  24^ 

1829. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church  in  Northampton,  July  28, 1825. 

Second  Congreyational  Society  in  Nortlianipion,  Feb.  22, 1825  ; 
inc.  Feb.  28, 1820. 


NORTH  ANDOVER. 
Congregational  — 
NOKTH  Andovek.    Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  18,1884; 

Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  in  the  North  Parisli  of 
Andover,  Sept.  18:^t.  Trinitarian  Congregational  Socieit/ 
in  the  North  Parish  of  Andover,  June  27,  1834;  inc.  June  27, 
1834. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First    First  Methodist  E])iscopal  Church,  Aug.     1845.    Fivftt  Metho- 
dist Society  of  North  Andover.    Corpondion  of  Trustees  of 
the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  North  Andover,  inc. 
April  0, 1868. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.     Saint  Paul's  Church,  Nortli  Andover.     Saint  Paul's 
Parish,  North  Andover,  ,  1889. 


Unitarian  — 

Nokth  Andovek.    Church  of  the  North  Parish  of  North  Andover,  , 

1866 ;  Church  of  the  North  Parish  of  Andover,  ,  1834 ; 

First  Church  of  Andover,  Oct.  24,  1645  :  North  Parish  Church 
and  Society  of  North  Andover,  —  -,  1856 ;  North  Parish 

Church  and  Society  of  Andover,  ,  1834 ;  inc.  ,  1834. 

North  Precinct  in  Andover,  inc.  Nov.  2, 1 708. 


NORTH  ATTLEBOROUGII. 

Baptist  — 

North  Attleborougit.  Baptist  Church  in  North  Attleborough,  Jan.  -, 
1888;  Baptist  Church  m  Attleborough,-  ,  1769;  The  Bap- 
tist Ciiurch  of  Christ  in  Attleborough,  ,  1746.  Ba])tist 

Society  in  North  Attlel)orough,  Jan.  - ,  1887  ;  Baptist  Society 
in  Atlieborough,  Feb.  11,  1854. 


Congregational  — 
Attleborough  Falls.    Central  Church,  Attlcborougli  Falls,  Mar.  31, 
1874.    The  Falls  Central  Society,  June  2,  1874 ;  inc.  June  2, 
1874. 

First.    First  Congregational  Cliurch  in  Attle])orough,  Nov.  12,  1712. 

First  Congregational  Society;  The  Co  ii/jrcf/(dional  Society  of 
the  First  Precinct  in-  AtllclMtroufpi,  May  19,  1794;  inc.  June 
23,77.9r>.  First  Precinct  or  West  Parish  in  Attleborough, 
April  7,  1743. 

Trinity.    Trinity  Co)i()re<iational  (.'hureh  of  North  Attleboro\  Mar.  1, 
1892;  inc.  June  U,  1892. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Parish  of  Grace  Church,  Mar.  30,  1859. 


Universalist  — 

First.   North  Attleborongh  Uuiversalist  Church.    FirH  Univcrmlisl 
Society  in  A/llcOoroiKjh,  ina.  Feb.  20, 1S18. 


NORTHBOROUGH. 

Baptist  — 

NORTHBOROUGH.    Northborough  Baptist  Church,  July  2,  1827. 


Congregational  — 

NoRTHBOROUGn.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  April  12, 1832. 

Evangelical  Congregational  bociciy  of  Northborough,  Feb. 
13,  1832. 


Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Unitarian  Church,  —  -,  1832 ;  The  Church  in  North- 
borough,  May  21,  174G.    First  Unitarian  Society,  ,  1832. 


NORTHBRIDGE. 
Congregational  — 
Centre.   Congregational  Church  of  Northbridge,  June  6,  1782.  Tlic 

Congregational  Society  in  Northbrithjc,  ,  1773 ;  inc.  June 

14, 1814. 

Rockdale.   Bockdale  Congregational  Church  of  Northbridge,  Dec.  31, 
1879.    Rockdale  Congregational  Society,  Jan.  13, 1887. 

Village.   Village  Congregational             Whitinsville,  July  31,  1834. 
Village  Congregational  Society,  ,  1834. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Whitinsville.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Whitinsville,  Massachu- 
setts, June  23,  1850.    Northbridge  Circuit,  July  23,  1828. 


NORTH  BROOKFIELD. 
Congregational  — 
First.  First  Congregational  Ctiurch,  North  Brookfield,  IVIassachusetts, 
about  1850;  Second  Church  of  Christ  in  Brookfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, IMay  28,  1752.  Fir><t  ('Onarcgational  Society  in  North 
Brookfield,  Jan.  1839  ;  inc.  Jan.  2S,  lS3f).  Second  Precinct 
of  Brookfield,  inc.  ^Mar.  -,  1750 ;  Second  or  North  Parish  of 
Brookfe'ld. 

Union.  Union  Congregational  (Jhurch,  June  G,  1854.  Union  Congreya- 
tional  Society,  Oct.  21),  1853.  Proj/ric/or.s  of  the  Union  Con- 
gregational Meeting  House,  Oct  1,  1853. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Brook I'iKi. I).    M(>thodist  Episcopal  C7i/^/rA,  Brookfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, Jan.  30,  1833. 
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NORTIIFIELD. 

Congreg-ational  — 
NORTHFIELB.    Trinitarian  CongTegational  Church,  Nov.  30, 1825.  Trin- 
itarian  Society  in  Northjield,  Nov.  30,  1825 ;  inc.  Feb.  28. 
1829. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Cong^regational  Church,  Mar.  18,  1718.    First  Parish  in 
Northfield,  Mar.  18,  1718. 


NORTH  READING. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  North  Reading;,  April  IG,  1817.  First 
Baptist  Socict//  of  Heading. 

Congregational  — 
North  Readinc;.    Congreii^ational  Cliurch ;  First  or  North  Church  of 
Reading,  June  1<J,  1720.    Precinct  o>i  Norlh  Side  of  Ipswich 
River  and  Sadlor\'^  Bock,  inc.  Oct.  20, 1713. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Reading.   North  Reading  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mar. 
15,  1896. 


Universalist— 

North  Reading.   Universalist  Church,  ,  1836.  Universalist  Parish. 


NORTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Norton,  Oct.  13, 1835. 

Congregational  — 
Norton.    Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  of  Norton,  Massachusetts, 
April  3,  1832.    Trinitarian  Congregational  Society,  Aug.  14, 
1850. 


Unitarian  — 

Norton.    Congregational  Church,  Oct.  28,  1714.    The  Congrcf)a(ional 
Parisli  in  Norton,  inc.  Mar.  4,  17S<>  ;  Congregational  Parish, 

 ,1714.    Norlh  Treeinct  in  T(uni(on,  ina.  Sept.  10,  1709. 

Trustees  of  the  Conyrctjational  Parish  iii  Norton,  inc.  Mar.  4, 
1783. 

NOR  V7  E  L  L  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
N0R^VELL.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    South  Church  in  Seituato,  ,  1G42.    First  Parish  in  South 

Scituafc,  inc.  April  21,  IS.")!  ;  South  Parish  i/i  Sci/ua/c, 

 ,  1642.  Trustees        Fund  in  the  South  Parish  in  Sciluate, 

inc.  Feb.  20, 1079. 
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Universalist  — 

FniST.  First  Universalif^t  Society  of  Nonuell,  inc.  May  S,  1800 ;  First 
Uiiivei'salisi  Sodt'ty  of  Sonlh  ScUnate,  inc.  Mar.  2!),  1853; 
First  Universalist  Societ}^  in  Scitnaie.  Proprietors  of  the 
First  Universalist  jNIeeting  House  in  South  Scituate,  inc.  Mar. 
29,  1853 ;  Proprietors  (f  the  Westerly  Meeting  House  in 
Scituatc,  inc.  Feb.  28, 1828. 


NORWOOD. 

Baptist  — 

First.  Norwood  First  Baptist  Clmrch ;  Sonth  Dedhnm  First  Baptist 
Church,  Nov.  3,  1858.  Norwood  First  Ba])tist  Socirti/,  'July 
31,  1877 ;  inc.  July  31,  1877 ;  South  Dedliam  First  Baptist 
Society,  Mar.  3,  1859 ;  inc.  Mar.  3,  1859. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Confircgational  Church  in  Norivood,  mc.  May  15, 1884 ; 

South  Cliurch  DcdJuon,  June  23,  173G  ;  inc.  June  5,  1824. 
First  Congregational  Parish  in  Norwood,  inc.  Feb  0,  1882 ; 
Second  or  South  Precinct  or  Parish  of  DedJiani,  inc.  (AY.  8, 
1730.  Proprietors  of  the  Congregidional  ^Meeting  House  in 
the  Second  or  South  Parisli  in  Dedham,  inc.  June  12, 1829, 
Proprietors  dissolved  Feb.  9,  1882. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Norwood.    Norwood  jMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  22,  1887  ;  inc. 
June  22,  1887. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Norwood,  Massachusetts,  June  30, 
1876 ;  First  Universalist  Church  in  Dedham,  jNIassachusetts, 
June  22,  185G.  First  Universalist  Society  i)i  Norwood,  Mar. 
17,  1875;  inc.  M(tr.  31, 1875 ;  First  Universalist  Society  in 
Dedham,  inc.  Oct.  22, 1827. 


OAKHAM. 

Congregational  — 
Oakham.   Evangelical  Congregational  Church  of  Oakham,  June  23, 
1773 ;  inc.  Nov.  29,  1887.    Evangelical  Con^Tcg-ational  So- 
ciety, May  5,  1828.    Butland  West  Wing  Precinct,  inc.  Jayi. 
23,1759. 

ORANGE. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  June  15,  1870.    First  Baptist  Society, 
April  4,  1873. 

Congregational  — 
Central.    Central  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  19,  1851 ; 

Village  Congregational  Church,  of  South  Orange,  Aug.  7, 

1840.   Central  Evangelical  Congregational  Society,  ,  1852. 

Proprietors  of  the  Codral  Kvaugvlical  Co)igrcgatio7ial  Meeting 
House  in  Orange,  April  21,  1852. 

North  Orange.    Orthodox    Congregational  Church,  North  Orange, 
Massachusetts,  Aug.  IG,  1843. 

Swedish.    Su-cdish  Erauyrliad  Mis.siou  Church  of  Orange,  Mas.sachu- 
sclts,  inc.  Jpril  15,  1S91. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Orange.    Orange  Station  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Aug.  8,  1795. 

Universalist — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Orange,  ,  1858.  First  Univer- 
salist Society,  Nov.  8,  1851. 

NORTii  Orange.  North  Orange  Universalist  Church,  ,  1844.  Sec- 
ond Universalis  Society  of  Oramjc,  inc.  May  1, 1808  ;  First 
Congregational  Parish  and  Society  of  Orange. 


ORLEANS. 

Congregational  — 

Orleans.    Congregational  Church,  Orleans,  ,  1797 ;  South  Church 

in  Eastliam,  ,  1719  ;  First  Church  in  Eastham,  ,  1G46. 

Congregational  Parish  in  Orleans,  ,  1797  ;  South  Congre- 
gational i'^t/'M  in  Eastham,  ,  1719. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1837. 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Society  in  Orleans,  April  22,  1833 ;  inc.  Mar. 
13, 1834.    Universalist  Society,  Mar.  18, 1833. 


OTIS. 

Congregational  — 

Otis.    Congregational  Church,  June  5,  1810.    United  Congregational 

Society  in  Bethlehem  and  Loudon,  ,  1806 ;  inc.  Feb.  8, 

1807. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.   Saint  PauPs  Chitrch,  Jan.  1,  1828. 


OXFORD. 

Baptist  — 

North  Oxford.   North  Oxford  Ba])tist  Church,  May  1,  1837.  North 
Oxford  Baptist  Society,  April  5,  1837  ;  inc.  April  5,  1837. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Oxford,  Jan.  18,  1721 ;  inc.  Aug. 

23,1887.  Proprietors  o/' "//^Yj  First  (hugix^gational  Meeting 
House  i?i  O.iford,  inc.  Mar.  12, 1830. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Oxford.    ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  183G. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Church,  ,  18(53  ;  inc.  ,  18G3. 

Universalist  — 

Second.    Second  Christian  Church,  Yoh.  2,  1833,  church  dissolved; 

Second  Church  in  OxlVml,  Dcnr.  2L  IHi'S.  Universalist  Socii  fy 
of  Oxford,  April  10,  185(1;  S(*coiid  Religious  Socict//  in  Ox- 
ford, April  27,  1785. 
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PALMER. 

Baptist  — 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Churcli  in  Palmer,  ine.  Mar.  15, 1887 ;  Palmer 
Baptist  Church,  Aiif^.  9,  1852.  Second  BajDtist  Society  of 
Palmer,  INIay  29,  1858. 

TiiRKE  Rivers.  The  First  Baptist  Clmrcli  of  Three  Bivcrs,  Dec.  16, 
1890;  iuc.  Dec.  16,1800;  Three  Rivers  Baptist  Church, 
Aug.  18,  1833;  Belcliertown  and  Palmer  Baptist  Church, 
Nov.  16,  1825. 


Congrregational  — 
Second.    Second  Congregational  Church  of  Pahner,  Mass.,  April  1, 1847  ; 

inc.  Mat/  29,  1804.  Second  Orthodox  Congregational  So- 
ciety of  Palmer,  April  30,  1817. 

Thorndike.    First  Congregational  Church,  Palmer,  ,  1811 ;  First 

Presbyterian  Church,  ,1730;  inc.  ,1733.  First  Con- 
gregational Society,  Palmer,  ,  1811. 

Three  Rivers.    Tliree  Rivers  Congregational  Church,  ,  1876. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
BONDSVILLE.   Bondsville  Methodist  Episcopal  C/mrcA,  April 1806. 

Palmer.   Palmer  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1855. 

Universalist  — 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  PauVs  Church  of  Palmer,  INIass.,  May  28, 1876 ; 
inc.  Mar.  23, 1800.    Saint  Paul's  Parish,  i\Iay  27,  1876. 


PAXTON. 

Congregational  — 

First.    The  First  Congregational  Church  of  Paxton,  Sept.  3,  1767  ;  inc. 

April  0, 1804.  First  Parish  in"  Paxton,  June  14,1830;  inc. 
June  14,  1830. 

PEABODY. 

Baptist— 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Peabody,  ,  1808  ;  South  Dan  vers  Bap- 
tist Church,  Feb.  22,  1843.  First  Baptist  Society,  Aug.  8, 
1844 ;  inc.  Sept.  12,  1844. 

Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  ,  1874. 

South.  South  Church  in  Peabody ;  South  or  Second  Parish  Church  in 
Danvers;  Second  Church  in  Danvers,  —  1752;  Tliird 
Church  in  Salem,  Sept.  23,  1713 ;  Old  South  (JJiurch.  South 

Society  of  Peabody.    SoutJi  Parish  i)i  Danvers,  .  1752, 

parisli  dissolved  l)y  stiitute  Sept.  2H,  1793.  Middle  Precinct 
in  Salem,  inc.  Nov.  10,  1710.  Proprietors  (f  the  South  Meeting 
House  in  the  South  Precinct  i)i  Pfmrtrs. 

West.  West  Congregational  C/n/rrh  of  Peabody,  Dec.  6,  1885;  West 
Peabody  Branch  of  th(^  Second  Congreirational  (liurch,  Sept. 
6,  1883.    West  Congregational  Socicty^Oni.  12,  1885. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Washington  Street.  Washington  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  PauPs  Parish,  Mar.  28,  1890. 


Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Unitarian  Church  in  Pcabody,  ,  1825 ;  inc.  April  5, 

1872 ;  First  Ujiilarian  Church  in  South  Danvers,  inc.  April 
8,1862;  First  Unitarian  Church  in  Dan  vers,  Jan.  1,  1825; 
inc.  Ju7ie  18,  1825.  First  Unitarian  Socicti/  in  Danvers, 
—  1825. 

Universalist  — 

First.    The  First  Universalist  Parish  in  Pcabodif,  inc.  June  4,  1896. 

The  First  Universalist  Society  of  South  Danvers ;  The  Uni- 
versalist Socicti/  of  South  Danvers  ;  The  Second  Universalist 
Society  of  Danvers,  Mar.  2G,  1832. 


P  E  L  H  A  M  . 

Congregational  — 
Pelham.   Pelham  Congregational  Church,  reorganized  Oct.  25,  1837; 

Church  in  Pelham,  —  -,  1737.  (Presb^-terian.)  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Pelham,  April  8,  18G2. " 

Packardville.    Union  Congregational  Church  at  Packardville,  Jan.  5, 

1869;  inc.  ,  1869;  Union  Church.  July  24,  1859.  Union 

Congregational  Society,  Dec.  4, 1868;  inc.  ,  1869;  Union 

Society,  ,  1859. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Pelham.   West  Pelham  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1831. 


PEMBROKE. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Pembroke.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April     1825 ;  inc.  ,  1825. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  The  First  Church  of  Pembroke,  Oct.  22,  1712.  The  First  Parish 
or  Precinct  of  Pembroke,  Oct.  22,  1712.  Trustees  of  tJie  Min- 
isteiHal  Fund  in  the  First  Parish  in  Ponbroke,  inc.  Dec.  o, 
1816. 

PEPPERELL. 

Congregational  — 
Pepperell.    Church  of  Clirist  in  Peppercll.    Evangelical  Congrega- 
tional Society  of  Pepperell,  Nov.  8,  1831.    Second  Parish  m 
Peppercll,  inc.  Nor.  13,lS:il  ;  West  Parish  or  Second  Pre- 
cinct in  Uroton,  inc.  Nov.  20, 1742. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Pepperell.    Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1867  ;  inc.  ,  1867. 
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Unitarian  — 

FiKST.    Church  of  the  First  Parish,  Pepperell ;  The  Church  in  Peppcrell, 
Jan.  29,  1747.   First  Parish  in  Pciypcrcll,  inc.  Nov.  13, 1831. 


PERU. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  CongTegational  C/iwrc//.,  Peru,  ,1806.    First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Partridgeliekl,  —  -,  1771.    First  Congrega- 
tional Society,  ,  180G.  East  Parish  of  Partridgelield,  Nov. 

14, 1803. 

PETERSHAM. 

Baptist  — 

Petersham.   Petersham  Baptist  Church,  ]\Iay  30,  1849.    Baptist  Re- 
ligious Society,  Mar.  7,  1850. 

Congregational  — 
Petersham.   Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  June  2o,  1823.  Ortho- 
dox Congraiationai  Society  in  Petersham,  Mar.  25,  1823;  inc. 
Mar.  IS,  1834. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Parish,  Dec.  1738. 


PHILLIPSTON. 

Congregational  — 

Phillipston.    Phillipston  Congregational  Church,  ,  1814;  Gerry 

Congregational  Clmrcli, —  ,  1780;  Teniploton  West  Parish 
Church, l^ov.  1(5, 1785.    Congregational  Parish  in  Phillipston, 

 ,1814;  Congregational /^rt?'i.s7i  in  Gerry,  ,1780;  Tem- 

pleton  West  Parish,  ,  1785. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Phillipston.   Phillipston  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1829. 


PITTSFIELD. 

Baptist— 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  inc.  Dec.  27, 1849  ; 

Pittsfield  Baptist  Church,  ,  1772,  reorganized  Oct.  27, 1800. 

The  Baptist  Ueligious  Society  in  Piltsjivld,  inc.  Feb.  10,1  lOT). 

MoiiNiNGSiDE.    The  Mornimjside  Baptist  Church,  inc.  Aug.  12, 1800. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Pittsfield,  Oct.  9,  1810 ; 

(Called  United  Congregational  Church  in  Pittsliekl  in  the 
records  Sei)t.  1,  1877)  ;  Church  of  Christ  in  Pittsfield,  Feb.  7, 
1704.  First  Congregational  Parish  in  Pittstield,  Feb.  10, 
1795.  Tnistees  of  the  C()ngrcg(Uional  Ministerial  Fund  in 
Pittsfield,  inc.  Ju7ie  15,  18'2'2. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  ( 'hurch,  Feb.  20,  1840  ;  inc.  ,  1840  ; 

Colored  Congregational  (.'hurch  of  Pittsilcld. 

South.    Soutli  Coiigr(\gational  ('hurch,  Nov.  4,  1850.    South  Congrega- 
tional Parish,  May  8,  1848  ;  inc.  May  5,  18 18. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 

PiTTSFiELD.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1784.    Society  of  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  Jan. 
-,  1851;  inc.  ,  1851 ;  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  in  Pitts- 
field,   ,  1791;  inc.  June  15,1831  ;  The  MctJiodist  Piclig- 

tons  Society  in  Pitts/icld,  Hancock,  Dalton  and  Washi7igt07i, 
inc.  3Iar.  i,  1S04. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Stephen's.    Saint  Stephen's  Church,  ,  1832.    Wardens,  Ves- 
try, and  Proprietors  of  St.  Stephe?i's  Church  in  Pittsfield,  inc. 
Feb.  25, 1832. 

Unitarian  — 

Unity.   Vmty  Church,  April  14,  1887  ;  inc.  April  14,  1887. 


PLAINFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
Plainfield.    Congreo:ational  Church  of  Plainfield,  Auo;.  31,  1786.  First 
Parish  and  Keligious  Society  in  Tlainheld,  April  2,  1838. 


PLYMOUTH. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Plymouth  Mass.,  ,  1809 ;  inc.  Jan. 

28, 1889.   First  Baptist  Society,  society  dissolved. 

Congregational  — 
CmLTONViLEE.    Chiltonvillc  Comfrcyational  Church,  May  20,  1894;  inc. 
Mar.  2G,  1894.* 

Manomet.  Second  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  8,  1738.  The  Second 
Precinct  in  Plymouth,  inc.  Feb.  24, 1810. 

Pilgrimage.  The  Church  of  the  Pilgrimacjc  in  Plymouth,  Mass.,  May  5, 
1870;  inc.  Jan.  20,  1890;  Third  Church  of  Christ  in  Plym- 
outh, Oct.  1,  1801.  Society  of  the  Pilgnniage,  Plymouth, 
Massachusetts,  Mar.  -,  1852;  The  Third  Congrecfational  So- 
ciety in  Plymouth,  Mar.  30, 1802 ;  inc.  Mar.  1, 1802. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Memorial.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Plymouth,  Dec.  4, 1842 ;  inc. 
Dec.  4,  1842. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Christ  Church,  Nov.  15,  1844. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Church  in  Plymouth, —    ,1020;  Church  in  Scrool)y,  England, 

 ,1G02.    Eirst /'ar/.s/iin  IMymouth.f   Trustees  o/7//r  FnUer 

Ministerial  Fund  of  the  First  Parish  i)i  Plijmoulh,  inc.  Mar. 
27, 1835. 


*  Formed  Ity  tlic  iiiiitiiii^  of  llio  Fourth  and  I'iftli  Comireuiitioiial  churches, 
t  The  First  "and  Tliird  Vrecincts  were  united  as  tho  First,  Mar.  20,  1781. 
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Unlversalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1822.  First  Univcrsalist  Society 

in  Flymoiiih,  inc.  Feb.  15^  1826.  First  Uuiversalist  Fari^h, 
—  1826. 

PLYMPTON. 

Congregational  — 
First.    The  First  Cojigrcgational  Church  in  Phpnpton,  Massachusetts, 

inc.  Dec.  15,  1801  ;  Church  in  Pljmpton,  ,  1707  ;  Church 

in  the  West  Precinct  in  Plymonth,  Oct.  27,  1G98.  West  Pre- 
cinct in  Flymoitth,  inc.  Nov.  20, 1695. 


PRESCOTT  . 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Cono^rcgational  Church,  Jan.  28,  182.3;  inc.  Jan.  15,  1823; 

Church  of  Christ.  First  Con(>:re<j;'ational  Socict//.  First  Con- 
gregational Farish  in  Prescott,  parish  merged  in  tlie  society ; 
Second  Parish  in  Filhani,  Aug.  24,  178G ;  inc.  June  28, 
1786;  Fast  Parish  iu  Fclhani.  Froprictors  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church.'^ 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Prescott.    North  Prescott  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  —  -, 
1829. 

PRINCETON. " 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  in  Princeton,  ^Massachusetts,  Aug. 

12,  17G4:.  First  Farish,  Princeton,  Massachusetts,  Dec.  23, 
1833 ;  inc.  Dec.  23,  1833. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Princeton.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1838.  Methodist 
Episcopal  Society,  Aug.  5,  181:0. 


PROVINCETOWN. 
Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  Provincetown,  Oct.  -,  1769  ;  First 
Churchy  ,  1714.  First  Congregational  Farish  of  Province- 
town. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Centenary.   Centenary  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1866.  Cen- 
tenary Farish. 

Centre.    Centre  Church,  ,  1795.    Methodist  Fjnscojxil  Society  in 

Frovincetown,  inc.  June  22, 1811. 

Unlversalist  — 

Redeemer.    Church  of  the  lledeomcr,  Mar.  4,  1852 ;  inc.  IMar.  -,  1852  ; 

First  Universalist  Church,  IVlar.  15,  1848;  First  Christian 
Union  Church,  Mar.  16, 1843.   First  Universalist  Society,  Vah. 
8,  1879 ;  inc.  Mar.  -,  1852 ;  Christian  Union  Society,  inc.  Mar. 
1852. 

•  The  earUcst  date  of  a  proprietors'  meeting  ia  Sept.  8,  1823  ;  the  latest  Mar.  6,  18.05. 
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QUINCY. 

Baptist  — 

Calvary.    The  Calvary  Baptist  Clmrcli  of  Quincy  ,  1889 ;  inc.  July 

15, 1890. 

West  Quincy.    Swedish  Baptist  Church  in  West  Quincy,  June  5, 1885 ; 
inc.  April  6, 18 S8. 

WOLLASTON  Heights.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Wollaston  Heights,  Mas- 
sachusetts, July  13,  1871. 


Congregational  — 
Atlantic.    The  Memorial  Cono-regational  Church  of  Atlantic,  Mass., 
July  22,  1885 ;  inc.  Aug.  28,  1885.    The  Memorial  Congrcga- 
iipnal  Society  of  Atlanlic,  Oct.  7,  1892  ;  inc.  ^'ov.  6',  1802. 

Bethany.  Bethanij  Congregational  Church  in  Quincy,  Mass.,  inc.  July 
24, 1800. 

Quincy.  Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Aug.  IG,  1832.  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Societi/  in  Quincy,  April  5,  1832 ;  inc. 
Jan.  7,  1841. 

Swedish.  Swedish  Conqrcqational  Church  in  Quincy,  Mar.  11,  1889 ; 
inc.  Mar.  11, 188,9. 

Washington  Street.  Washington  Street  Congregational  Church  of 
Quincy,  ,  1883.  Washington  Street  Congregational  So- 
ciety,  ,  1883. 

WOLLASTON.    Congregational  Church  in  Wollaston,  ,  1876. 


Methodist  Episcopal -r 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July 
6,  188C  ;  inc.  Aug.  31,  1888. 

Wollaston.   Wollaston  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jan.  4,  1874. 

West  Quincy.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  West  Quincy,  April  28, 
1872. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Clirist  Church,  June  19, 1890  ;  inc.  —  -,  1890  ;  Christ  Church  iii 

Braintree,  ,  1689.     The  Protestant  Episcojjal  Society  of 

ChrisCs  Church  in  Quincy,  inc.  Feb.  18, 1814. 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Church,  Qiiincy,  —  -,  1792;  North  Precinct  Church  in 
Braintree,  ISTov.  5,  1708;  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Braintree, 
Sept.  16,  1639.  First  Congregational  Society.  North  Parish 
in  Braintree,  inc.  Nov.  ,'5,  1708. 

Wollaston.  Wollaston  Unitarian  Society,  Jan.  31,  1888 ;  inc.  Jan.  31, 
1888. 


Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  in  Quincy,  ^fass.,  Jan.  31,  1841 ;  First 
Universalist  Church  of  Clirist  in  C^uincv.  Mass.,  May  12,  1S33. 
First  Universalist  Society  i/i  the  town  of  Quincy,  Mar.  10, 1831 ; 
inc.  3Iar.  14,1833. 
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RANDOLPH. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Randolph,  JMassachusetts,  —  -,  1875; 

North  Bajitist  Church  of  Randolph,  April  25,  1819  ;  inc.  Feb. 
24, 1825.  Trustees  of  the  uM  in  isle  rial  Fund  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Chui'ch  a)id  Society  in  liandolph^  inc.  Feb.  21, 1827. 

Congregational  — 
First.  First  Congreg'ational  Church  of  Randolph,  —  -,  1793 ;  Church 
in  the  South  or  Third  Rrecinet  of  Braintree,  May  28,  1731 ; 
inc.  —  -,  1731.  First  Congreg.ational  Parish  in  Randolph, 
—  1794.  Part  of  the  South  PrecincI  in  Brccintrce  made  a 
precinct,  inc.  Jan.  2d,  1728.  Trustees  of  the  Ministerial 
Fund  of  the  F'irst  Congregational  Parish  in  llandoJph,  inc. 
Feb.  15, 1832. 


Unitarian  — 

Unity.    Church  of  the  Unity  of  Randolph,  Feb.  23,  1889. 


RA YNH AM. 

Baptist  — 

Raynham.    Raynhara  Baptist  Church,  April  6, 1839.    Raynham  Baptist 
Society,  '■  ,  1817.    Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House.* 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church,  Raynham,  Oct.  19,  1731.  First 
Congregational  Society,  inc.  April  19, 1834.    The  Trustees 
of  the  Funds  appropriated  to  the  Support  of  Pcligion,  Piety, 
and  Morality,  in  the  town  of  Raynham,  inc.  Mar.  3, 1708. 

North  Raynham.   North  Raynham  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  29, 
1875.    North  Religious  Society  in  Raynham,  Dec.  27,  1876. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church.    Second  Congregational  So- 
ciety,  ,  1827. 


READING. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  28, 1883 ;  Salem  Street  Baptist  Church, 
Sept.  10, 1832. 

Congregational  — 
Reading.    Congregational  Church  of  Reading,  Feb.  25,  1886  ;  Bethesda 
Church,  April  17,  1819.    Congregational  Societij  of  Reading, 
Feb.  26,  1886;  Bethesda  Society,  Ai^W  23,  1849.' 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Old  South.    Old  South  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Pxcading,  , 

1867  ;  inc.  June  3, 1887.  Trustees  of  the  ^lethodist  ICpiscopal 
Church  in  Reading. 


Proprietors  deeded  to  the  society  Dec.  22,  1832. 
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Unitarian  — 

Christian  Union.  Christian  Union  Church,  Aiiril  27,  ISGO;  inc.  Ano- 
28,  1869;  Tiiird  Chnrch,  Nov.  21,  18:30.  First  Religious  In- 
dependent United  Unitarian  and  Universalist  Sociti)/,  Jan.  1, 
1831. 

REHOBOTH. 

Baptist  — 

First.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1840.    First  Baptist  Church  and  Society, 

about  1863. 

Congregational  — 
Rehoboth.  Congregational  Church  and  Society  in  JRehoboth,  inc.  Ajiril 
18,  2848  ;  The  (Jatholick  Congrcgalional  Cliurch  and  Society 
in  the  Second  Precinct  in.  the  tou-n  of  Ikhoboth,  June  18,  1792  ; 
inc.  June  19,  1702  ;  Second  Church  of  Christ,  Nov.  29,  1721; 
Catholic  Congreo-ational  Churcli.  Trustees  of  the  Catholick 
Congregational  Cluircli  and  Society  in,  the  Second.  Precinct  in 
Rehoboth,  inc.  June  lij,  17!)2  ;  Trustees  (;/"  the  Second  Parish 
of  Rehoboth,  inc.  June  30, 1 7G1.* 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Kehoboth.    IVIethodist  Episcojial  Churcli  of  North  Rehoboth, 

April-,  1819;  The  Reformed  IMethodist  Churrh,  ,  1826; 

Six  Princi]:)les  I>aptist  Churcli,  ,  17  10.    The  Trnstccs  of 

the  JNIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  North  Rehoboth,  inc.  April 
6,  1851. 

REVERE. 

Baptist— 

First.    First  BajUist  Church  of  Revere,  Mass.,  ,  1877  ;  inc.  July  6, 

1892. 

Franklin  Park.    Franklin  Park  Baptist  Church,  Nov.  4,  1885. 

Congregational  — 
Beaciimont.    The  Union  Evamjclical  Church  of  Bcachniont,  (Revere,) 
Mass.,  July  -,  1891 ;  inc.  Aug.  IS,  1891. 

First.  First  Congregational  Church,  i\Iay  1,  1885;  Evangelical  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Chelsea,  May  9,  1828.  First  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Society  in  Chelsea,  inc.  April  4,  1828. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Revere,  ,  1893;  inc. 

 ,  1893. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  Beachmont,  April  12,  1886. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Church  of  Revere,  ,  1888 ;  First  Congre^ra- 

tional  Church  in  North  Chelsea,  ,  1846.    Church  of  Christ 

or  First  Church  in  Chelsea,  ,  1739;  Church  nf  Christ  at 

liumney  Marsh,  Oct.  19,  1715.    The  First  Cni/arian  Society 

of  Revere,  ,  1888,  inc.  A/)ril      1888;  First  Congre^^a- 

tional  Socictt/  in  Revere.  First  Parish  in.  lierere  ;  First  Parish 
in  North  Chelsea. 

Unity.    Church  of  the  Unity,  Sept.  16,  1S.S5. 


♦The  First  Church  organized  in  1013  is  in  tlic  part  of  Rchol)oth  now  East  Provi- 
dence, R.  I. 
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RICHMOND. 

Congregational  — 

KICII3I0XD.    Congregational  Church  of  lUrhmond,  Mass.,  ,  1785, 

Dec.  17,  1802.  Congregational  C7i?^/T/i  of  Richmond, - 
1765.    Congregational  rlirish,  ,  1705. 


ROCHESTER. 

Congregational  - 
PLvsT.   East  Rochester  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  15,  1887. 

FiKST.  First  Congregational  Cliurch  of  Rochester,  Oct.  13,  1703.  First 
Parish  of  Rochester,  rroprictors  of  the  Meeting  House  in 
Rochester,  ,  1837. 

KOKTH.    North  Jioche.sier  Congregational  Church,  June  4,  1891 ;  inc. 

Aug.  5,  1801  ;  Third  Church  in  Rochester,  ,  1753.  The 

Congregational  Precinct  in  Rochester,  Miihlleborough,  and 
Freetown,  —  -,  1793,  inc.  INlar.  22,  1793.    Third.  Parish  of 

JRochestcr,  ,  1791.*    Trustees  of  the  Third  Cougrcgal ional 

Precinct  in  JlocheMer,  Middh  boron gh,  and,  F rceion-n,  mc.  June 
18, 1825.  rroprictors  of  the  Congregational  Meeting  Jlouae 
in  North  Rochester,  ,  179 l.f 


ROCKLAND. 

Baptist  — 

Rockland.   Rockland  Baptist  Church,  ,  1877  ;  The  Baptist  Church 

of  Christ  in  East  ^Vbington,  May  1,  1851.  Jiockland  Baptist 
Society,  inc.  Mar.  10, 1877  ;  East  Abington  Baptist  Society , 
April  2,  1871: ;  inc.  Sept.  -,  185G. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church,  Tlockland,  Mass.,  ,  1889  ;  inc. 

Nov.  4,  1880;  The  Congrcg(dional  Church  and  Parish  of 
Rockland,  ,  1875;  inc.  Feb.  10,1875;  The  Third  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Abington,  Aug.  27,  1813.    The  Third 

Congreqational  Parish  in  Abinr/ton,  ,  1811 ;  inc.  Feb.  24, 

1813,  parish  dissolved  Nov.  19,  1889. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Central.    Central  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Rockland,  i\Iay  15, 
1891 ;  inc.  May  15, 1891 ;  Centre  Methodist  Ejjiscopal  Church, 
May  7,  1886. 

Hatherly.    llatherly  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Unitarian  — 

Channing.    Unitarian  Society  of  Rockland,  May  22,  1884;  inc.  May  22, 
.  1884. 

ROCKPORT. 

Baptist  — 

FrnsT.  First  Baptist  Church,  of  Rockport,  ISIar.  30, 1808.  Baptist  Society 
in  (Hlouccster,  inc.  June  22, 1811,  society  dissolved  Mar.  17, 
1873. 

*  By  the  Act  of  Mar.  22.  170.']  tliis  ]>arish  was  disrontinucd,  luit  wiis  to  exist  until 
Mar.  22,  17'J1,  ami  was  tlicn  further  continued  umil  Mar.  215,  1795. 

t  Jan.  2').  18  tl  tlie  Proprietors  voted  to  release  to  the  precinet,  and  the  precinct 
accepted  Mar.  9,  1811. 
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Congregational  — 

First.    First  Cono;rc<^ational  C/^«.r^/^  of  Rockport,  ,1855;  Cono^re- 

gational  ( liiircli,  llockport,  ,  1810;  Fifth  CliurcJi  of  Christ 

in  Gloucester,  Feb,  13,  17oo ;  Sandy  Bay  Church.  First  (Jon- 
grajaiional  Society  in  .  llockport^  —  -,  1810 ;  inc.  Mar.  3, 
18 12.  Fifth  Parisii  in  (iloiir.eMcr,  Feb.  13,  1755  ;  inc.  Jan.  1, 
1734  ;  (Cape  J^ands  made  a  Parish.)  Trustees  of  the  Minis- 
terial F'und  in  the  Fifth  Parish  in  Gloucester,  inc.  Mar.  0, 
1827, 

Pigeon  Cove.    First  Church  of  Christ,  Mar.  20,  1871:;  inc.  Mar.  4, 
18  01. 

SwEDisu.    The  Swedish  Evanrjclical  Congreyationril  Church  of  Bock- 
port^  inc.  Aug.  8, 1803. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

FmST.    First  IVIethodist  J-^piscopal  Church,  ,  1892  ;  Weslej'an  jVIetho- 

dist  Church,  ,  1813 ;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Sandy 

Bay,  ,  1839. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Mary's.    Saint  Mary's  Church,  Nov.  1,  1885. 

Unlversalist  — 

First.    First  Unlversalist  Church  of  llockport,  ,  1842.    First  Uni- 

versalist  Society  i}i,  Jtockport,  inc.  Feb.  28,  1845  ;  Second 
Univcrsalist  Society  m  (Jlouccstcr,  inc.  .\j)ril  (J,  1830  ;  Unl- 
versalist Benevolent  Socieltj,  Feb.  11,  1821. 

Pigeon  Cove.    Pigeon  Cove  Univcrsalist  Chnrcli,  April  21,  1889.  Sec- 
ond Unlversalist  Society  of  llockport,  ,  1872. 


ROWE. 

Baptist— 

RowE.    Howe  Baptist  Church,  July  15,  1810.    Rowe  Baptist  Society, 
society  dissolved. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
RowE.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Rowe,  ,  1815. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Conf^regational  Unitarian  Church,  June  11,  1882 ;  Church 

of  Christ  in  Howe,  ,  1785  ;  Church  of  Christ  in  ]Myrilicld, 

about  1771.  First  Cono;rc.ii:ational  Unitarian  Society,  ^m\Q  11, 
1882  ;  First  Congregational  Society.,  Mar.  2G,  1832. 


ROWLEY. 

Baptist  — 

Rowley.    liaptist  Church,  Nov.  17,  1830. 

Congreg-ational  — 
First.    The  First  ('on(jrcyational  Church,  Jlowley,  Dec.  3,  1G39 ;  inc. 
Sc^H.  13, 1880.    First  Parish. 

Unlversalist  — 

First.   First  Unlversalist  Parish  in  Rowley,  July  28,  1877 ;  inc.  , 

1877. 
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R  O  Y  A  L  S  T  O  N  . 

Baptist  — 

West  Koyalston.    West  Boi/alston  Baptist  Clinrcli,  ,  1847 ;  inc. 

Jiuic  24,  1SS9  ;  Royalston  anil  Warwick  Ba])tist  Church, 
Dec.  22,  1803  ;  Baptist  Church  in  Royalston.  Baptist  Society, 
society  dissolved. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  CoiKjrcqational  Church  of  Ixoycilston,  ,  1837  ;  inc.  April 

15,1800;  ConoTcg-ational  C7i/m-A,  Nov.  5,  182G ;  Church  of 
Christ,  Oct.  13,  i7GG.  First  Parish  or  Con^^regational  Socicl/j 
in  Royalston,  Sept.  19,  1831.    Royalston  Parish. 

Second.  Second  Congrejrational  Church  in  Royalston,  Feb.  22, 1837.  Sec- 
ond Con<i;rei>:ational  Socic/i/  of  Royalston,  Jan.  23,  1838;* 
Second  Con^Tc,i!:ational  Socict//  in  Royalston,  Ivlar.  9,  1837.f 
Proprietors  of  the  Second  Congregational  Electing  House  in 
Royalston. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

South  Royalston.    South  Royalston  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1842. 

RUSSELL. 

Baptist  — 

Russell.  Baptist  Church,  July  18,  1816.  United  Bap)tist  Society,  Dec. 
16,  1800  ;  inc.  June  12,  ISOO.  % 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Russell.    Russell  Methodist  Ej^iscopal  Church,  April  16,  1869. 


RUTLAND. 

Congregational  — 
FiKST.    The  First  (Congregational  Church  of  Putland,  Oct.  9,  1727  ;  inc. 

April  10,  1801.  First  Congregational  Parish,  parish  dis- 
solved. 

SALEM. 

Baptist  — 

Calvary.    Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  24,  1870  ;  inc.  Mar.  17,  1874. 

Central.    Central  Baptist  Church  of  Salem,  Mass.,  inc.  Jan.  10, 1804; 

Central  Baptist  Church  in  Salem,  Feb.  21,  1856  ;  Second  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Salem,  Jan.  19,  1826;  inc.  Feb.  15,  182G.  ('en- 
tral  Baptist  Society  in  Salem,  Feb.  21,  1856;  inc.  Feb.  21, 
1856;  Second  Baptist  Society  in  Salem,  J^rn.  19,  1826;  inc. 
Feb.  15, 1820. 

First.  First  Ba])tist  Church,  Salem,  —  -,  1826;  Baptist  Church  of 
Christ  in  Salem,  Dec.  21, 18i)4.  First  Baptist  Society  m  Salon, 
—  -,  1826;  inc.  Mar.  27,  I8.'i5  ;  The  Baptist  Society  in 
Salem,  Sept.  4,  1804;  inc.  Mar.  12, 1800. 

*  Located  at  South  Koyalstdn. 

+  Located  in  Jioyalstou  l-'actory  Villatre. 

t  The  name  United  IJaptist  iSociety  in  llusscll,  Blandford,  Norwich  and  Mont- 
gomery sometimes  used. 
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Congregational  — 
Crombie  Stkeet.    Crombie  Street  Church,  ISIay  3,  1832.    Tlie  Pro- 
prietors of  Crombie  Street  Cliurcli  in  Salem,  Ain'il  G,  1832; 
inc.  Feb.  20,  1833. 

South.  Third  Cong-regational  Church  of  Christ  in  Salem,  May  -i,  1735.* 
Proprietors  of  the  South.  Church  in,  Salon,  inc.  April  14, 
1838 ;  The  Proprietors  of  the  Xew  South  Meeting  House  in 
Salem,  Jan.  7,  1805  ;  inc.  i\Iar.  15,  1805. 

Tabernacle.   Tabernacle  Church,  April  18,  1735;  inc.  Oct.  27,1781; 

Church  and  Parish  ol"  the  Confederate  Societtj  in  Salem,  , 

1736.  Tabernacle  Society  ;  First  Socittij.  Proprietors  of  the 
Tabernacle  Church  in  Salem,mG.  Feb.  '21,1834;  Proprietors 
of  the  Meeting  House  and  Land  where  the  Reverend  Doctor 
Nathaniel  Whitaker  now   reaches,  inc.  Oct.  27^  1781. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lafayette  Street.    Lafayette  Street  IMethodist  Episcojial  Cliurch,  Jan. 

6,  1853;  Union  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluircli  ;  Sewall 
Street  Methodist  Episcoj^al  Clturcii.  Lafayette  Street  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Socicti/  of  Salem,  ,  1853. 

Wesley.  The  Weslet/  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Salon,  inc.  Ma^ 
31,  1887.  Wesleij  Chapel  of  Salem.  Trustees  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episco^Kd  Church  and  Society  of  Salem,  inc.  Mar. 
3, 1829. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Grace.    Grace  Church,  Salem,  Aug.  31,  1858.   Proprietors  of  Grace 
Church  in  Salem,  inc.  Mar.  5, 1850. 

Saint  Peter's.    Saint  Peter's  Church  in  Salem,  ,  1727.    The  Pro- 
prietors of  Saint  Fctefs  Church,  inc.  Feb.  24, 1794. 


Unitarian  — 

Barton  Square.  Independent  Congregational  Church  in  Salem.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Independent  Congregational  Church  in  Barton 
Square  in  Salem,  Feb.  8,  1825 ;  inc.  Jan.  20,  1825. 

First.  First  Church,  Aug.  6,  1G29.  First  Congregational  Society  in 
Salem,  inc.  Ju)ie  16, 1817.    First  Parish  in  Salem. 

North.  North  Church  in  Salem,  July  19,  1772.  The  Proprietors  of  the 
North  Meeting  House  in  Salon,  IMar.  3,  1772;  inc.  Feb.  5, 
1802.    Proprietors  of  the  Xew  Meeting  House. 

Second.  East  Church  in  Salem,  jMay  1,  1718.  East  Church  Society  of 
Salem,  June  18,  1885.  Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House  in 
the  East  Parish  in  Salem,  Nov.  ll,  1718. 


Universalist  — 

First.  Fir.st  Universalist  Society  in  Salem,  inc.  Feb.  25, 1850  ;  New 
Universalist  Society  in  Salon,  inc.  June  20, 1826  ;  The  First 
Universalist  So(;iety  i/i.  S((lon,  inc.  Feb.  28,  1812.  Pro- 
iwictors  of  the  First  Universalist  Meeting  House  in  Salem. 


*  Supposed  date.  Until  Au;^.  2,  ITO'i  the  Church  claimed  the  name  of  "  F'^''^','] 
then  took  the  name  the  Church  of  which  Uev.  Dudlcv  Leavitt  was  late  pastor." 
May  23,  17G3,  it  took  the  uauie  of  Third  Chtu-ch  of  Christ  in  Saloiu. 
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SALISBURY. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Paeisii  jVIetiiodist.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Salisbnrj^ 

Massachusetts,  ,  I80-I;  (Prior  to  1834  Congregational.) 

Church  of  Christ,  ,  IG08.    Fivf^l  Methodist  Society  in  the 

Town  of  Salisbury,  inc.  June  21,  IS  11,  society  dissolved  in 
1834.    East  Parish  of  Salisbury,  Massachusetts,  ,  IG08.* 


S  A  N  D I S  F  I E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

MONTVILLE.  Sandisfield  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  21,  1779 ;  inc.  IMar.  21, 
1871.  Samlisjicld  JUqjtisl  Society  in  Sandi.ficld,  inc.  April 
10,  ISO'S. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  and  Society,  —       17GG;  The 
Church  in  Sandislield,  Feb.  21.  17aG. 

New  Boston.   New  Boston  Con<rrejrational  Church,  Dec.  IG,  1874. 


SANDAYICII. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Clinrch,  Sept.  5,  1811.    The  Cnlvinistic 
Congrajaiional  Society  in  Sandwich,  inc.  Feb.  20,  IS  14. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Sandwich.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Sandwich,  ,  1796.t 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Church,  ,  1854. 

Unitarian- 

First.   First  Church  of  Christ,  ,  1638.   First  Parish  in  Sandwich, 

 ,  1C38. 

SAUGUS. 

Baptist  — 

Cliftondale.   Fil'st  BcqUist  Church  of  Cliftondale,  May  27,  1888 ;  inc. 
Jaji.  0,  ISSO. 

Congregational  — 
Cliftondale.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Cliftondale,  j\Iay  7, 1888. 

The  First  Comjrc(}(itional  Society  of  Cliftondale,  April  23, 
1888;  inc.  May  23,  ISSS. 

First.   First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  ,  1832. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Centre.    The  Saugus  Centre  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  3,  1877. 

Cliftondale.    ^lethodist  Episcopal  ( 'hurch  in  Cliftondale,  Mar.  20, 1856. 

Dorr  Memorial.    Dorr  ]\[emorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


*  Tho  parisfi  ori^'anization  is  still  kept  up. 
t  Until  1S33  united  in  a  circuit. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  —  Con. 
East  Saucjus.    l^ast  8au,o-as  ^Methodist  F.piseopal  Cluirch,  July  25, 1825  ; 

inc.  'lo,  1«25.  Fii'>it  Mdhodisl  E})isco)Kd  Society  in  ihe 
town  of  Saii(jU6,  July  25,  1825  ;  inc.  Feb.  20, 1S28. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Joint's.    Saint  John's  Church,  ]\Iay  8,  1888. 

Universalist  — 

FmST.  First  Universalist  Church;  First  Congregational  Clmrch  of 
Saugus  ;  Third  Churrli  in  Lynn.  First  Congregational  Parish 
of  Saugus,  July  oO,  18:57 ;  Third  Purish  of  Lynn.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Meeting  House,  ,  17oG. 


SAVOY. 

Baptist  — 

FiEST.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Savoy,  ,  1832 ;  Baptist  Church  of 

Savoy,  June  21,  178G. 


SCITUATE. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  in  Scituate,  Aug.  10,  1825 ;  inc.  •  ,  1870. 

First  Baptist  So(*icf  ij  of  Scituate,  Aug.  10,  1825,  society  dis- 
solved in  1870. 

Congregational  — 
First.  The  First  Trinitarian  Congregational  Chnrch  of  Christ  in  Scituate, 
Feb.  G,  1825.    The  First  Trinitarian  Congregational  Society 
in  Scituate,  April  15,  1825. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Scituate.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1821. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Church  in  Scituate,  April  25,  1825  ;  First  Church  of  Christ 
in  Scituate,  Jan.  18,  1G35.    First  Parish,  Jan.  18,  1G35.* 

Universalist  — 

West  Scituate.  AVest  Scituate  Universalist  Church.  P'irsf  Vnivcr- 
saiist  Society  in  Sci/unfe,  inc.  June  18,  1312.  Proprietors 
of  the  Westerly  Meeting  House  i7i  Scituate,  inc.  Feb.  28, 
1834. 

SEEKOXK. 

Congregational  — 
Union.    Union  Congregational  CJwrrli^  Oct.  12,  1888.    Union  Congre- 
gational Society  of  Scckonk,  inc.  Feb.  IG,  1887. 


SHARON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Sharon,  ,  1813. 

Congregational  — 
Sharon.    Christian  Church  and  Socictii  in  Sharon,  June  IG,  1821. 


*  A  majority  of  the  Church  removed  to  Banistal)io  and  organized  the  West  Churchi 
Oct.  11,  1G30. 
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Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Chtnrh,  ,Jw\j  1,1821;  Church  in  Sharon, 

 ,  1783  ;  Church  in  Stoughtonliam,  ,  17()0  ;  Churcli  in 

the  Second  rreciuct  in  Stougiiton,  ,  1740.  First  Congre- 
gational l^arish,  July  1,  1821.  ISccond.  Precinct  in  Stouyhton^ 
inc.  July  2, 1740. 


SHEFFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
First.    Church  of  Clu'ist,  Oct.  22,  1735.    First  Congregational  Society 
of  Shellield,  JNIassachnsetts,  ,  1825. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ashley  Falls.    Asliloy  Falls  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

First.  First  Methodist  E])i.scopal  Church  of  Shellield,  jNIassaclmsetts, 
 ,  1847;  inc.  ■  ,  1847. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Christ  Church,, lime  10,  18GG.    Protestant  Ejiiscopal  Society  in 
Sheffield,  inc.  Feb.  22, 1S14. 

SHELBURNE. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Nov.  3,  1833.    First  Baptist  Society. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  ;  Church  in  Shelburne,  about  1770. 
First  Congregational  Society,  Sept.  -,  1827. 

Shelburne  Falls.  Congregational  Church  of  Shelburne  Falls,  Jan.  8, 
1850  ;  inc.  Jan.  8, 1850.  Congregational  Society  of  Shelburne 
Falls,  Dec.  22,  1849. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Shelburne  Falls.    Shelburne  Falls  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct. 
12,  1851. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.    Emmanuel  Memorial  Cluirch,  about  1883. 

Universalist  — 

FiitST.    First  Universalist  Church,  Shelburne  Falls,  Feb.  26,  1853  ;  inc. 

 ,  1853.    First  Universalist  rarish,  ,  1853 ;  inc.  , 

1853. 

•SHERBORN. 

Congregational  — 
Pilgrim.  Pilgrim  Church,  INIar.  20, 1875  ;  inc.  Mar.  20, 1875  ;  Sherburne 
Evangelical  Church,  A\)t\\  1,  1830;  Church  of  Christ,  I\lar.  20, 
1085.  Piltjriui  Society  of  Shcrijoru,  Mar.  20,  1875;  inc.  Mar. 
20,  lS7'i ;  Sherburne  Evangelical  Society,  Aj^ril  1,1830. 
Second  Parish  in  Sherburne. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  25,  1830.  First  Parish; 
Sherborne  Parish,  inc.  Oct.  7,  1074. 
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SHIRLEY. 

Baptist  - 


First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  28,  1853.    First  Baptist  Socieii/^ 
Shirley,  Feb.  28,  1853. 


Congregational  — 
Shiklp:y.    Ortliodox  CongTco-ational  Church  of  Sliirley,  Mar.  12,  1828. 

Orthodox  CoiigTegational  Society  of  Shirley,  Feb.  26,  1828 ; 
inc.  ,  184:0. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Church  in  Shirley,  June  23, 1762.  First  Congregational  Society, 
Mar.  -,  1822.    First  Parish. 


Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  Dec.  20,  1846.  First  Universalist 
Society  of  S]tirley  Villag-e,  Mar.  27, 1845  ;  Second  Universalist 
Society,  A\)i:\\  2,1830;  First  I'nircrsat  Christian  Society  in 
Shirley,  Oct.  20,  1821 ;  inc.  June  10, 1810  ;  Universalist  So- 
ciety, Sept.  26,  1812. 


SHREWSBURY. 

Congregational  — 

First.    Congregational  Church,  ,1821;  First  CAz/rc/i,  Dec.  4,  1723. 

Congregational  Parish  in  Shrewsbury,  reorganized  —  -, 
1821;  First  Farish  in  Shrewsbury,  Jan.  21,  1742;  inc.  Oct.  6, 
17 43.  The  Trustees  of  the  Funds  appropriated  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  Minister  of  the  Con()rc(jational  Penorn  ination  in  the 
town  of  Sh?xwsbury,  inc.  Feb.  lb\  IS 01. 

Methodist  Episcopal — 
Shrewsbury.    Shrewsbury  jMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  —       1846 ; 
inc.  April  26,  1847. 


S II U  T  E  S  B  U  R  Y  . 

Baptist  — 

Shutesbuky\    Shutesbury  Baptist  Church;  Ante-Pedobaptist  Church, 
Sept.  24,  1778. 

Congregational  — 

Shutesbury.    Congregational  Cliurch  in  Shutesburv,  reorganized  Feb. 
4,  1806  ;  Church  in  Uoadtown,  Oct.  27,  1742. 


SOMERSET. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Cliurch,  ,  1803  ;  inc.  ,  1874.    Society  ot  the 

First  Baptist  Churcli,  ,  1874  ;  inc.  ,  1874. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Cliurch,  July  3,  1861.    First  Con<prega- 
tional  Society,  Feb.  27,  1863. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Somerset.    Somerset  ]\Ietlioelist  Episcopal  Church. 

South  Somerset.    South  Somerset  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
S  O  M  E  R  V  I    L  E  . 

Baptist  — 

East.  East  Somerville  Baptist  ChmrJi,  Mar.  19,  1890.  Pcrkin'fi  Street 
.Baptist  Society  i)i  Sonicm'Uc,  Nov.  22,  1853 ;  inc.  Fch.  22, 
1854;*  Nccic  Villa.(/c  JJapiist  Society  in  Charlestowriy  July 
18,  1814 ;  inc.  July  2'4,  1841. 

First.  First  Baptist  Church.,  Dec.  30,  1852.  First  Baptist  Society  in 
Somerville,  Oct.  2'J,  1849. 

Perkins  Street.    Perkins  Street  Jhtpfist  Church,  Aug-.  2(),  1853 ;  inc. 

Sept.  2,  1800 ;  Charlestown  and  Somerville  Baptist  Church., 
Sept.  11,  184G;  Neck  Vilhii^e  Baptist  Church,  May  4,  1845. 
Perkins  Street  JUiptist  Society  in  Sornerrille,  Nov.  22,  185ti ; 
inc.  Feb.  22, 1854  ;  f  Xcck  I'lllu'/e  JUiplist  Society  in  Charles- 
town,  July  18.  1844 ;  inc.  July  24,  1844. 

Union  Square.  Union  Square  Paptist  Church,  June  14,  1885;  inc. 
Jan.  29, 1880. 

West  Somerville.    West  Somerville  Baptist  Cluirch,  ^Nlay  13,  1874; 

inc.  Mar.  20, 180:i.  West  Somerville  liaptist  Church  Corpo- 
ration, Aug.  14,  1874  ;  inc.  Aug.  22,  1874. 

Winter  Hill.  Winter  Hill  Baptist  Church,  June  24,  'i88n ;  inc.  ^Ijrril 
25, 1887  ;  Broadway  Baptist  Church,  June  27,  1881. 

Congregational  — 
Broadway.    Proadwaij  Congregational  Church,  July  IG,  1883 ;  inc. 

June  30,1883;  Broadway  Church;  Broadway  Orthodox 
Congregational  Chfn-<-h,  Jima  14,  1SG4.  Wiftfer  Hill  Congre- 
gational Society,  inc.  Mar.  24,1883,  society  dissolved  ;  Proad- 
way  Orthodox  Congregational  Society  of  SoDierdlle,  June  23, 
18G9. 

First.  First  Orthodox  Congregational  Church  of  Somerville,  ^lay  3, 
1856;  inc.  May  3,  1855.  First  Orthodox  Congregational\S'o- 
ciety,  Sept.  15,  1853. 

Highland.  Highland  Conf)rc(iational  Church  in-  Somerville,  Massa- 
chusetts, Nov.  28,"  1894  ;  inc.  Per.  12, 1804. 

Prospect  Hill.  Prospect  Hill  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  30,1874; 
inc.  Sept.  28, 1887. 

West  Somerville.  The  West  Somerville  Congregational  C^\\\vc\\,  A\)ri\ 
14,  1874;  inc.  Pec.  3l,180(>.  West  Somerville  Congrega- 
tional Society,  Jan.  7,  1875  ;  inc.  Jan.  7,  1875. 

Winter  Hill.    AVinter  Hill  Congregational  Church,  ,  1883. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Broadway.    Broadway  ^Methodist  Episcopal  ('hurcli.,  June  1873. 

First.    First  jVlethodist  Episco])al  ('hurrh  of  Somervilh^,  May  30,  1875; 

Webster  Avenue  Ch.urch,  July  13,  1858;  inc.  Sept.  27,  1858; 
Union  Square  Church. 


*  Sec  Perkins  Sfreut  Baptist  Ciuncli. 

t  Since  the  iiicoriioration  of  tlie  church  the  society  luvs  l)ecu  connected  with  the 
East  Somerville  Baptist  Church. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — Con. 
Flint  Stijeet.    Flint  Street  ]\Ietliodist  Episcopal  Church,  Nov.  17, 18G8. 

Pakk  Avenue.    Park  Avenue  Methodist  E])iseopal  Church,  inc.  July  1, 
1872  ;  Holland  Street  Methodist  Ejjiscopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.    Emmanuel  CJiurrh,  Dec.  29,  18G2 ;  inc.  Dec.  29,  1862. 
Emmanuel  Varish,  Dec.  29,  18G2  ;  inc.  Dec.  29,  18G2. 

Saint  James's.    Saint  James's  Church,  West  Somerville,  ^Massachusetts, 
Nov.  18,  1887  ;  inc.  Nov.  18,  1887. 

Saint  Thomas's.    Saint  Thomas's  Ciiurvh,  —      18GG.    Hector,  War- 
dens, and  Vestry  of  the  Parish  oi'  Saint  Thomas's  Church,  , 

18CG. 


Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Cong-rea^ational  Society  of  Somerville,  Aug.  22,  1814;  inc. 
Oct.  20,  1845. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  Dec.  29,  18G1.  First  Universalist 
Socicly  of  Somerville,  Feb.  IG,  1851. 

Third.  Third  Universalist  ^7//</r^  of  Somerville,  Oct.  2,  188G.  Third 
Universalist  Parish  of  Somerville,  July  13,  1881 ;  inc.  Julv 
13,  1881. 

Winter  Hill.    Wiuicr  Hill  Univcrsalisf  Church,  inc.  May  24, 1S80. 

AVinter  Hill  Universalist  Parish  of  Somerville,  July  7,  1879. 


SOtJTHAMPTON. 

Congregational  — 
Southampton.    Congregational  Church,  June  8,  1748.    First  Congre- 
gational Parish,  inc.  fluly  23,  1741.    Second  Precinct  in  North- 
amjUon,  inc.  Julij  23, 1 741. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Southampton.    Southampton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  M^ij 1842. 


S  O  U  T II B  O  R  O  U  G  H  . 

Baptist  - 

Fayville.  Fayvillc  Ba])tist  Church,  inc.  April  25,  1831 ;  First  Baj^tist 
Church  of  Southiiorough,  Nov.  30,  1825.  First  Baptist  Society 
of  Southborough,  June  9,  1823;  inc.  June  11,  1811,  society, 
dissolved  Mar.  2,  18G9. 

Congregational  — 
Pilgrim.    Pilgrim  Church  of  Christ,  Feb.  17, 1831.  Pilgrim  Evangelical 
Socictij,  Aug.  4,  1857  ;  inc.  Sept.  15,  1831.    First  Parish,  of 
Southborough,  inc.  Feb.  23, 1832,  parish  dissolved  about  18G<). 

Second.    Second  Con(jrcfiatlon(d  Church  of  Soulhborouyh,  Jan.  18, 18G5  ; 
mc.  Au(j,  15,  ltyS7. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Southville.    Southville  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  Oct.  1893. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Saint  Makk's.   Saint  ^Mark's  Church,  Dec.  -,  1860 ;  inc.  ,  1860.  Saint 

Mark's  FarUh. 


S  O  U  T II B  R I D  G  E  . 

Baptist - 

Centkal.  Central  Baptist  Chun-Ji,  Sept.  18, 1812  ;  First  Baptist  Church, 
Jan.  29,  1817.  First  Baptist  Society  iu  Souihbriclyc,  May  1, 
1816  ;  inc.  Ja?i.  29, 1822. 

Congregational  — 
SOUTHBRIDGE.    Confjrcfintionnl  Bcligions  Society  in  SoiiUihridgc,  Sept. 

5,  1816;  inc.  Dec.  13,  2Si(J  ;  Second  Iklif/ions  Society  i/i  the 
totvn  of  Charlton,  Sept.  16,  1801;  inc.  Fi:J>.  2S,  ISOI.  Fro- 
prieiors  of  the  Ministerial  Fund,  mentioned  in  records  of  June, 
1816. 

Metbodist  Episcopal  — 
SOUTHIJRIDGE.    Methodist  Episcopal  Chtirch,  Sept.  5,  1835. 

Universalist— 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  in  Southbridfi:e,  April  28,  1850.  First 
Universalist  Society  of  Soutlibridge,  April  14,  1838. 


SOUTH   II  AD  LEY. 
Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congreixational  Church,  ,  1753;  Second  Church  of 

Christ  in  lladley,  Oct.  3,  1733.  First  Parish,  South  lladley, 
Mar.  12, 1824 ;  inc.  IMar.  12, 1821 ;  Second  Precinct  in  JIadlcy, 
inc.  Jan.  16, 1750. 

South  Hadley  Falls.  Congre^^ational  Church  of  South  lladley  Falls, 
Massachusetts,  Sept.  -,  1878.  Comireiicdional  Society  in  South 
lladley  Falls,  Sept.  -,  1878 ;  inc.  Feb.  14, 187 U. 

Methodist  Episcopal — 
South  IIauley  Falls.  South  Hadley  Falls  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
 ,  1830. 

SOUTHAYICK. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1806.  First  Baptist  Society  in  South- 

ivick,  inc.  Mar.  3, 1826. 

Congregational  — 

First.    The  Congregational  Church  of  Soul.hwick,  Oct.  11,  1891 ;  inc. 

Nov.  20,  1801  ;  First  Con<rre2:ational  ( hurch  in  Southwick, 
Feb.  3,  1845;  (liurch  of  Christ  in  Southwick,  Aug.  17,  1773. 
First  Congrcg<Uional  Society  in  Southwick,  Nov.  5,  1825;  inc. 
Jiine  18,  1825. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
SouTinviCK.    Methodist  Episcopal  Chmxh,  ,  1816. 


SPENCER. 

Baptist  — 

Spencer.    Spencer  ]5ai)tist  Church,  ,  1878.    Baptist  Church  Cor- 
poration,  ,  1885. 
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Congregational  — 
Spencek.    CougTcg-ational  ChuTch  of  Spencov ;  Second  Church  of  Chust 
in  Spencer,  June  12,  175));  Second  Church  of  Christ  in 
Leicester,  May  17,  1741.    First  Coni^reg-ational  Parish  of 
Spencer;  Second  Precinct  in  Leicester,  May  17,  17-14. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Spencer.   Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church  of  Spencer,  Mass.,  ,  1841 ; 

inc.  ,  1841. 

Universalist  — 

Ouii  Father.    (  7?7/7Y'//.  of  Our  Father,  ,1878;  inc.  ,1878.  Varish 

of  the  Church  of  Our  Father,  ,  1878  ;  inc.  ,  1878. 

SPRINGFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

Cakew  Street.  The  Carew  Street  I>(t]>fist  Church  of  Springfchl,  Mas>^.^ 
May -,  1887  ;  mo.  Jan.  27,1S'J(>.  (^irew  Street' Baptist  So- 
ciety of  Spri}if/p'eld,  inc.  June  6',  Ib'SY ;  Ward  One  Baptist 
Mission  Society  of  Sjtrintjjield. 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1811. 

Highland.  Highland  Ba])tist  Church,  —  -,  188G.  Higliland  Baptist 
Society,  ,  188G  ;  inc.  Dec.  31, 1SS(L 

State  Street.  State  Street  I>a])tist  Church,  Aug.  17,  1864.  State 
Street  Baptist  Societ//,  Feb.  4,  1865. 

Third.    The  Third  Baptist  Church  o/  Spriuf/ficld,  ,1872;  inc.  Jan. 

9,1880;  Pilgrim  Church;  Bereari  Church. 

Congregational  — 
Eastern  Avp:nue.     The  Eastern  Avenue  Concircciational  Church  of 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  Feb.  5,  1888  ;  inc.  Mar.  20, 1880. 

Emmanuel.  Emmanuel  Con(jre(jational  Church  of  S/)rin(/Jii'/d^  j\fassa- 
chusctts,  inc.  Mar.  28,. 18 04;  White  Street  Congregational 
Church,  Nov.  20,  1888. 

"Faith.    Faith  Church,  Nov.  28,  1894 ;  inc.  April  5, 1805. 

First.    First  Church  of  Christ,  ,1637.    First  Parish  of  Springfield, 

—  -,  1637.  Trustees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  the" First 
Parish      Springfield,  inc.  iMar.  S,  ISOO. 

French.    The  First  French  Congregational  Church  of  Springfield,  Sept. 
1886  ;  inc.  ,  1886. 

Hope.    Hope  Church,  Mar.  15,  1876.    Hope  Congregational  Society, 
■    Oct.  16,  1877. 

Indian  Orchard.  Evangelical  Church  of  Indian  Orcliard ;  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  of  Indian  Orchard,  ]Mar.  23, 1848.  Evan- 
gelical Socii  fii  of  Indian  Orchard ;  Evangelical  Religious 
Society  of  Indian  Orchard, —  ,  1,SG5;  Indian  Orcliard  Con- 
gregational Societ  ij,  ,1851. 

North.  North  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  28,  1846.  Nortli  Congre- 
gational Societ)/,  Sept.  -,  1847  ;  inc.  ^Nlar.  -,  1848. 

Olivet.  Olivet  Church.  :Shii\  13,  1855;  inc.  :Mar.  31.  1875;  Fourth 
Congregational  ( 'hurch..Jiin.  H,  ls;;,3.  (Jlin  t  Socic^ty  ofSpring- 
iield,  inc.  M(ir.  lil .  ISJ.")  :  Fourth  (Jongreyalional  Society  of 
' Spriuglield,  April  26,  1833. 
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Congregational  —  Con, 
Park.    The  Park  CoiKjrcgational  Church  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
June  28, 1880  ;  inc.  iVar.  10,  Ib'f^O. 

S.UXT  John's.    Sahii  John's  Comjrcf/ational  Church,  inc.  Nov.  0, 1S02  ; 

The  Sanford  Street  Con<jrc(j(itio)i((l  Church,  ,  18G4 ;  inc. 

May  10,  ISOO ;  Sanlbrd  Street  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church, 
 ,  1849. 

South.    South  Cong-regutional  C^«?-c//,  Si)rin;2:fiekl,  Massachusetts,  Mar. 

23,  1812 ;  inc.  Mar.  23,  1812.  South  Congregational  Society, 
Jan.  29,  1812. 

Swedish.  Su-cdish  Mission  Church  of  Sprinqfcld,  Massacliuseits,  April 
1,  1892 ;  inc.  May  0,  ld!j2. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
ASBURY.    Asbur/j  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Sprinrfield,  April 
21,  1800;  inc.  April  21,  1S!)0  ;  Florence  Street  Methodist 
Fjriscopal  Cliurcli  (f  Sprinf field,  July  -,  1815. 

FniST  Swedish.  First  Swedish  Methodist  Episcoi)iil  Church,  June  4, 
1893. 

Grace.    Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Sprinr/feld,  Jan.  19, 1875  ; 

inc.  Mar.  IS,  1SS7 ;  Central  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Sp)rinffield,  Jan.  4,  1867  ;  inc.  ,  1809. 

Saint  Luke's.  Saint  Luke's  ]\Icthodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  Mar.  7,  1889. 

State  Street.    State  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Spri/afield, 

 ,1870;  inc.  Mar.  0,  1S74 ;  Union.  Street  Method ist  'Epis- 

C02)al  Church  of  Springfield,  ,  1823. 

Trinity.  Trinitij  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Springfield,  INlar.  23 
18G9;  "inc.  Mar.  2.3,  1872;  Methodist  Ejiiscopal  Church  in 
Pynchon  Street  in  the  Cdy  of  Sjyringfield,  JNIay  1,  1844, 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Christ  Church,  Springfield,  inc.  Mar.  SI,  1875.  Wardens, 
Vestry,  and  Proprietors  of  Christ  Church  in  Springfield,^o\. 
30,  1838  ;  inc.  Mar.  23, 183.9. 

Saint  Peter's.    Samt  Peter's  Parish,  Springfcld,  inc,  Dec.  12, 1893. 
Unitarian  — 

Unity.    Third  Concjregational  Society  in  Springfcld,  Oct,  12, 1820  ;  inc. 

Jan.  31,  1820;  Second.  Congregational  Society  in  the  First 
Parish  in  Springfield,  Mar.  4,  1819  ;  inc.  Feb.  15, 1810. 

Universalist— 

Saint  Paul's.  Saint  PauVs  Church  Society,  IMar.  4, 1819  ;  inc.  Feb.  15, 
1819.  Saint  l^aul's  Society,  —  -,1855;  First  Independent 
Universalist  Society  in  Springfcld,  inc.  Feb.  13, 1827. 


S  T  E  R  L I N  G  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Sterling,  July  24,  1837. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Evangelical  Congregational              June  22,  1852.  First 
Evangelical  Congregational  Socict//,  ,  1851. 
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Unitarian  — 

FiKST.  First  Church  in  Sterlinp^,  April  25,  1781;  Second  Church  in 
Lancaster,  jNIay  2J:,  1742.  First  Congregational  Society.  Sec- 
ond Precinct  of  Lancaster.  . 


S  T  O  C  K  B  R I D  G  E  . 

Congregational  — 

CuRTisviLLE.    Curtisville  Congregational  Ch?trch,im.  ,  18;)4  ;  North 

Congregational  Church  in  Stockbridge,  Dec.  22,  1824.  Cur- 
tisville  Congregational  Society,  ,  18o4  ;  North  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Stockbridge,  ,  1824. 

Stockbridge.    Congregational   Church,  Stockbridge,  Oct.  18,  1734. 
Congregational  Society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
STOCKBiaDGE.    INlcthodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1837. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Paul's.  .  Saint  Paul's  Church,  Felj.  1, 1834. 


STONEIIAM. 

Baptist- 

First.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Stoneham,  Feb.  7,  1870 ;  inc.  July  14, 
1871. 


Congregational  — 
Stoneham.    Congregational  Church,  Stoneham,  July  2,  1729.  First 
Parish  and  Congregational  Society,  xVpril  lii,  1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Stoneham,  Massachusetts, 
Mar.     1856  ;  inc.  June  -,  1859,  reincorporated  Jan.  -,  1865. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Church  of  Stoneham,  Feb.  12,  1889 ;  inc.  Aj^ril 
1,1889 ;  Christian  Union  Church,  Feb.  23,  1867. 


S  T  O  U  G  II  T  O  N  . 

Congregational  — 

First,  llie  First  Congrcfiational  Church  of  Stouyhfon,  Masmch^isctts, 
inc.  June  1(J,  1S!)G ;  First  Congregational  Church,  July  3, 
1822.  First  Conyreyational  C'hurch  aiul  Society  in  Stoughton, 
Oct.  24,  1825 ;  inc.  June  15,  1831. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Nortu  Stougiitox.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Nortli  Stoughton, 
inc.  ,  1889. 

Stoughton.    Methodist  Episcopal  Society,  ,  1812  ;  inc.  ,  1812. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Stoughton,  Mass.,  ,  1893. 
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Universalist  — 

FlEST.    First  Chnrdi  of  Christ,  Aug.  10,  1741: ;  inc.  Aug.  10,  1744.  The 

Farish  in  Stoughton,  ,  1707.    Second  Precinct  in  Stough- 

ton,  ,  17G5  ;  Third  Precinct  in  ^tomjhton,  Dec.  12,  174:3  ; 

inc.  Nov.  0,  1743  ;  South  Precinct  in  Jborchcster,  (a  part  of) 
inc.  Dec.  10, 1715. 

S  T  O  W  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
RoCKiiOTTOM.    Kock])ottoin  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1852. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Church  of  Stow,  ,  IGOO.   First  Parish,  ,  1833.  First 

Congregational  Hocict//  of  Stow,  ,  1701. 


STURBRIDGE. 

Baptist  — 

FiSKDALE.  Fiskdale  Baptist  Church,  ,  1842.   Baptist  Church  of  Stur- 

bridge,  ,  1749. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  29,  173G.  Congregational 
Society,  ,  1831. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Congrei^ational  Society  of  Sturbridge,  June  13, 
18G4,  inc.  June  13,  1804. 


SUDBURY. 

Congregational  — 
South  Sudbury.    The  Memorial  Conffrerjational  Church  in  South  Sud- 
bury,  Mass.,  inc.  May  14,  ISOO  ;  Evangelical  Union  Church. 
Evangelical  Union  Society ;  The  Sudbury  Evangelical  Union 
Society,  Mar.  20,  1839. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Sudbury.    Sudbury  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1830. 


Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Unitarian  Church  of  Sudlmry,  Sept.  -, 
1844;  Church  in  the  West  Parish.  Feb.  11,  1723;  Church  in 

Sudbury,  ,  1G40.    First  Unitarian  Society  of  Sudbury, 

Sept.  -,  1844.  First  or  West  Parish  in  Sudbury,  Feb.  11, 
1723.  Precinct  0}i  the  U  es^  Side  of  the  Pdcer,  inc.  June  1, 
1708.  Trustees  o/ //ic  Sudbury  Ministerial  Fund,  inc.  June 
14,1817. 


8  U  N  D  E  R  L  A  N  I) . 

Baptist  — 

North  SuxoEiiLAXD.    North  Sunderland  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  -,  1822; 
North  Sund(!rland  and  ^Montague  Baptist  Church. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Sund<'rland,  ^Massachusetts,  Jaa 
1,  1718.    First  Congregational  Society,  Nov.  4,  1831. 
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S  U  T  TON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Sutton,  June  1 ,  1785.  First  Baptist  vSociety 
in  Snttoi,  inc.  Jioic  I'J,  1S20  ;  West  Sutton  BajDtist  Socicii/, 
■  ,  1785. 

Manciiaug.    Manchauo:  Baptist  Church,  ,1842.    Saint  John  Bnp- 

list  Society,  inc.  Mai/  i,  IS6\9. 

Second.    Sutton  Second  Baptist  Church,  ,  1792.    South  Sutton  Bap- 
tist Society, 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Sutton,  Xov.  9, 1720.    Tlie  First 
Conyrcyational  Society  m  Sutton,  inc.  June  25,1704.  South 
Parish  i)i  Sutton,  inc.  Mar.  2,  ISOS. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  CJinrch,  April  7, 1828.    Saint  John's  Parish, 
April  7,  1828.    Minister,  Wardens,  Vestrii,and  Prox)rielors  of 
Si.  Johifs  Church  in  Sutton,  inc.  Mar.  10,  1S27. 


SAVAMPSCOTT. 

Baptist— 

Bethany.    The  Bethany  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  28,  1895 ;  inc.  Nov.  26, 
1895. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Church  of  Christ  in  Su-ampscott,  July  15, 1846.    The  Ortho- 
dox Congrcejational  Parish  <f  Su-anipsroft,  Xov.  30,  1888;  inc. 
Nov.  28,1888.    First  Con srregational  >S'oc«(;/// of  Swamjjscott, 
 ,  1845. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    Swampscott  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jan.  -,  1855. 


SWANSEA. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  North  Swansea,          1663.    First  Baptist 

Church  and  Society  in  Swansea,  ,  1848. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Christ.    Christ  C%7^rt7^  Jan.  7,  1847  ;  inc.  Jan.  7,  1847.    Christ  Church 
Parish,  Jan.  7;  1847  ;  inc.  Jan.  7,  1847. 

Universalist  — 

North  Swansea.    Nortli  Swansea  Universalist  Society,  Feb.  3,  1877 ; 
inc.  Feb.  3,  1877. 


TAUNTON. 

Baptist  — 

WiNTHiiOP  Street.    Winthrop  Street  Baptist  Church,  K\)r\i  11,  1864; 

Taunton  (h'cen  lUiplist  Cluirch,  Feb.  17,  1845;  inc.  Mar.  25, 
1845;  Second  P,ai)tist  Church  in  Taunton,  June  16,  1819. 
Winthrop  Street  Bajilist  Society,  inc.  Feb.  8,  18(14;  Second 
Baptist  Society  in  Tauuton,  April  11, 1864 ;  inc.  Mar.  0, 1833. 
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Congregational  — 
East.    East  Taunton  Conffrcrjational  Church,  Jan.  16,  1853;  mQ.  Mar. 

5, 1894.    East  Taunton  Congregational  Society,  ,  1853. 

Taunton.  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Taunton, 
Massachusetts,  Aug.  17, 1821.  Tri?iitarian  Conf/rcr/atibJial  So- 
ciety in  'Jaiinfon,  Jan.  7,  1822  ;  inc.  Feb.  24, 1S25. 

West.  West  Congregational  Church  in  Taunton,  Mar.  2,  1792.  The 
West  C<)?/(/rc(/ati()?iai  Society  in  Taunton,  Mar.  22,  1791 ;  inc. 
Mar.  27,' 1793. 

WiNSLOW.    Winslow  Congregational  Church,  ,  1853  ;  Spring  Street 

Chwxh,  Jan.  12,  1837.  Winslow  Society,  - — ,  1853  ;  Spring 
Street  Society,  ,  1837. 

Union.  Union  Contjrajational  Church,  ]\[ar.  16,  1868 ;  inc.  Oct.  15, 
1891.    linidn  Society,  Nov.  14,  1867. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Central.    Central  ]\Ietliodlst  Episcopal  Church,  Oct.     1852.  Central 
Methodist  Episcopal  Society,  ,  1852. 

Fikst.    First  Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church,  ,  1829.    First  Methodist 

Episcopal  Society,  ,  1829. 

Grace.    Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dec.  3,  1874. 

Tremont  Street.    Tremont  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.   Saint  Jolin\s  Church,  Dec.  1, 1866.    Saint  John's  Parish, 
 ,  1868. 

Saint  Thomas's.    Episcopal  Church  of  Saint  Thomas  in  Taunton,  , 

1740;  inc.i''c6.  7,1820. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church,  May  16,  1792 ;  Church  in  Taun- 
ton, —  -,  1637.  The  First  Congregational  Society  in  the 
town  of  Taunton,  inc.  Mar.  8, 1791.  Trustees  of  First  Con- 
gregational Society  in  Taunton,  inc.  Mar.  22, 1793. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church  of  Taunton,  ,  1842.  First  Uni- 
versalist Society  in  Taunton,  ,  1841 ;  inc.  Mar.  1, 1833. 


TEMPLETON. 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Baldwinville,  inc.  April  12, 1892  ; 

Baptist  Church  of  Christ  in  Templeton,  Aug.  22,  1782.*  The 
Baptist  Society  in  Templeton,  Oct.  29,  1788 ;  inc.  Feb.  10^ 
1804. 

Congregational  — 
Baldwinville.   First  Congregational  Church  in  Baldwinville,  June  4, 

1874.    First  Congregational  Society,  June  4,  1874  ;  inc.  , 

1874. 

Templeton.    Trinitiirian  Church,  April  -,  1832.    Trinitarian  Parish^ 
April  1832. 


•  A  church  record  Oct.  17,  1783  says  ;  "Sd.  The  society  being  present  gave  their 
consent." 
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Methodist  Episcopal — 
East  Templeton.    Templeton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  •,  1840. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Congre<2:ational  Church  in  Templeton,  ,  1762 ;  First 

Church  of  Christ  in  Narragansett,  No.  6,  Jan.  8,  1755.  First 
Parish  in  Templeton. 


TEWKSBURY. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1818  ;  inc.  ,  1813.    First  Baptist 

Society,  April  8,  1813.  ,  . 

Congreg'ational  — 
Tewksbury.    The  Tcwksburi/  Congregational  Church,  N^ov.  23,  1734; 
mc.  June  18,  IS 91. 


TISBUllY. 

Baptist  — 

Vineyard  Haven.  First  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  21,  1780.  Baptist  So- 
ciety,  ,  1780 inc.  ,  1780. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Tisbury.   North  Tisbury  jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Vineyard  Haven.  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Vineyard 
Haven,  —  -,  1797.  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  in 
Tisbury,  inc.  Mar.  7, 1S33. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Vineyard  Haven.   Grace  Church  of  Vineyard  Haven,  ,  1882. 


TOLLAND. 

Congregational  — 

Tolland.    Congregational  Church  of  Tolland,  ,  1810;  Church  in 

the  AVest  or  Third  Parish  of  Granville,  ,  1790.  Congre- 
gational Society  in  Tolland,  —  1790.  West  Parish  i7i 
Granville. 

TOPSFIELD. 

Congregational  — 

ToPSFiELD.    Congregational  Church  in  Topsfield,  ,  16G3.  Congre- 

gationcil  Parish  in  Topsfield,  ]Mar.  29,  1824 ;  inc.  Feb.  19, 
1824,    Precinct  at  the  Ilamlct,  inc.  Oct.  29, 1713. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

TorSFiELD.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Topsfield,  ,  1830 ;  inc. 

April  26,  1847. 

TOAVNSEND. 

Baptist— 

West  Townsend.  West  Townsend  P.aptist  Church,  IMay  9, 1827.  West 
Townsend  Baptist  .Sor/V///,  April  20,  1818;  inc.  about  1830; 
Towns^ud  Baptist  Society, 
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Congregational  — 

First.  First  Church,  Oct.  16,  173-1.  Fust  Parish  RdifjLous  Society  of 
Toivnscml,  inc.  ^[a>J  15,  1S84.  Inhabitants  of  the  First 
Parish  in  To/onsciKt,  corporation  dissolved  iMay  15,  1884 ; 
Orthodox  Congregationul  ISocicti/,  Mar.  23,  1830. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
TOWNSEND.    Townsend  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy  April  17,  1852. 


TRURO. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church,  ISTov.  1,  1711.    First  Congrega- 
tional Society,  ,  1711. 

North.   North  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  1, 1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Tkuko.    North  Truro  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

South  Truro.   Methodist  E})iscopal  Church,  South  Truro,  Feb.  -,  1852 ; 

Second  ]\lethodist  Episcopal  Church,,  Truro.  April  21),  182!); 
inc.  April  29,  1821).  Alethodist  Episcopal  Parish,  South 
Truro,  Feb.  ~,  1852 ;  inc.  Feb.  -,  1852 ;  Second  Methodist 
Episcopal  Parish,  Truro,  May  2,  1830 ;  inc.  May  2,  1830. 


TYNGSBOROUGH. 
Congregational  — 
Tyngsborougu.   Evangelical  Church,  April  7,  1868. 

Unitarian  — 

FmsT.  Church  of  Tyngsborough,  Nov.  30,  1789.  First  Parish  in  Tijngs- 
borough,  June  22,  1789 ;  inc.  i\Iay  31,  1831 ;  First  Parish  in 
Dunstable,  June  10,  1755. 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church  in  Tyngsborough,  June  14,  1874. 

First  Universalist  Society  in  Tyngsborough,  Oct.  23,  1869 ; 
inc.  Oct.  23,  1869.  Proprietors  of  the  First  Universalist  Meet- 
ing House  in  Tyngsborough,  May  22,  1841. 


TYRINGHAM. 

Baptist  — 

Tyringham.    Baptist  Church,  Aug.  22,  1827. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Tyringham.   Tyringham  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1844. 


UPTON. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Upton,  ]\Iassachusetts,  Aug.  -, 

1735.  First  I'arish  and  Religious  Society  of  Upton,  ,  1834  ; 

inc.  ,  1834. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Uin'ON.    Methodist  K  piscopal  Church,  Mar.  1,  1874;  inc.  Sept.  17,  1874, 
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Unitarian  — 

First.   Unitarian  Church,  ,  IS-tO.    The  First  Unitarian  Society  in 

Upton,  May  29,  1817  ;  inc.  Sept.  5, 1894. 


UXBRIDGE. 

Baptist  — 

NOHTii  Ux BRIDGE.    North  Uxbridge  Baptist  Church,  June  22,  1842. 

North  Uxbridge  Baptist  Socictij,  Mar.  13,  1869,  society  dis- 
solved Feb.  -,  1892. 


Congregational  — 
First.   First  Evangelical  Congrei^ational  Church,  April  19,  1832.  First 
Evangelical  Concjregationat  Society  i}i  Uxbridgc,  Feb.  1, 1832  ; 
'  inc.  Mar.  13, 1831. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

UxJ^RlDGE.    Uxbridge  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1875;  inc. 

 ,  1875. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  in  Uxbridge,  ,  1832 ;  Church 

of  Christ  in  Uxbridge,  Jan.  6,  1731.  The  First  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Uxbridge,  June  23,  1797 ;  inc.  June  23, 
1797. 

WAKEFIELD. 

Baptist— 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Wakefield,  ,  1868 ;  First  Baptist 

Church  of  South  Beading,  ,  1812  ;  First  Baptist  Church  of 

Reading,  Jan.  31,  1804.    Baptist  Hoc  id g  of  Wakefield,  , 

1868,  society  dissolved  April  11,  1888  ;  Baptist  Society  of 

South  Reading,  ,  1812  ;  inc.  Feb.  18, 1861 ;  Baptist  Society 

of  Reading,  June  -,  1797. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church,  Wakefield,  ,  1868  ;  First  Church 

of  South  Reading,  ,  1812;  First  Church  of  Reading,  •  , 

1644.    First  Parish  of  Wakefield,  ,  1868  ;  First  Parish  of 

South  Reading,  ,  1812  ;  First  or  South  Parish  of  Reading, 

 ,  1644.    Trustees  of  the  South  Parish  in  Iteading  Mifti--^- 

terial  Fund,  inc.  June  14,  1823.  (Act  repealed  Mar.  4, 
1847.) 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Wakefield.    Wakefield  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  4,  1868; 
Soutli  Reading  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  15,  1865. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.    Emmanuel  Church,  Aug.  20,  1881.    Emmanuel  Parish, 
Aug.     1881.    iNlission  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  April  12,  1880; 
Emmanuel  Mission,  ,  1869. 


Universalist  — 
Wakeheld.    Universalist  Church,  ,  1813. 
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WALES. 

Baptist  — 

Wales.    Wales  Baptist  Church,  ,  1^27 ;  South  Brimfield  Baptist 

Church,  Oct.  4,  173G. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Wales.    Wales  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1830. 

WALPOLE. 

Congregational  — 
East  Walpole.    East  AYalpole  Orthodox  Congregational  Church,  May 
6,  1877. 

Walpole.    Orthodox  Congregational  Chiirch,  Nov.  10,  182G.  Orthodox 
Congregational  Society,  Oct.  4,  182G. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
W^alpole.    Methodist  l^piscopal  Church,  Walpole,  June  1875. 

South  Walpole.   IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1819. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.   Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1887. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Parish  Church,  July  2,  1730.   First  Parish. 


WALTIIAM. 

Baptist— 

Beth  Eden.  The  Beth  Eden  Baptist  Church  of  Waltham,  Massachu- 
setts, Oct.  2;"),  1887  ;  inc.  ,7^?^///  24, 1888. 

FmsT.  First  Baptist  Church  in  Waltham,  inc.  Nov,  4,  1852.  First  Bap- 
tist Society  of  Waltham,  Nov.  2G,  1855 ;  inc.  Nov.  2G,  1855. 

Congregational  — 
Swedish.    Sivcdish  Conqreqational  Church  of  Waltham,  Mass.,  April 
27,  1892;  inc.'  June  28,  1892.    Swedish  Free  Society  of 
Waltham,  Massachusetts,  Feb.  4,  1889. 

Waltham.  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  28,  1820.  First 
Trinitarian  Congregational  Society,  Feb.  15,  1847 ;  inc.  Feb. 
15,  1847 ;  *  Second  Itcliyious  Society  in  Waltham,  inc.  June 
17,1820. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Emmanuel.    Emmanuel  Church,  ,1889. 

First.   First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Christ.   Christ  Church,  ,  1849;  inc.  ,  1849.    Clirist  Church 

Parish,  ,  1849  ;  inc.  ,  1849. 


♦  See  also  two  Socond  Religious  societies  extinct. 
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Unitarian  — 

Waltham.  Church  connected  Avith  the  Independent  Cono;reo-ational 
Society,  May  9,  1841.  First  V&viAi  in  ilV/Z/Aa;/?,  inc.  JA^y  .7, 
1866.  Iiidrpcfidcfi/  Co)/<jrc(/alio}i{d  Society  in  WallhtDNjJwne 
25,  1838  ;  inc.  Feb.  1, 16':ifi. 

Universalist  — 

Ouii  Saviouji.  Church  of  Our  Saviour,  Feb.  22,  1874.  Universalist 
Society  of  Walthani,  June  11,  18G5. 


W  A  R  E  . 

Congrcg'ational  — 
East.    East  CongTe<2:ational  Church,  April  12,  1826.    East  Congrega- 

tiomd  Society  in  \V(irc,  IMay  8,  1825;  inc.  ,  18;]().  East 

Parish  in  \V(irc,  inc.  Feb.  6',  1820.  Ware  Village  ISleeting 
House  Corporation,  inc.  Mar.  10,  1827. 

First.    The  First  Congregational  Clmrcli  o/'  ITc^rc,  J/c/..s\s\,  May  9,  1751 ; 

inc.  Jan.  21, 18!/o.    Parish  of  the  First  Church,  ,  1742. 

Fkench.    lj''E(jlise  Congrcg<UioncUe  Erancaise,  Oct.  8,  1888 ;  inc.  Feb. 
2, 1888. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Ware.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Ware,  Massachusetts,  June  29, 
1837. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.   Trinity  Church,  May  22,  1888.    Trinity  Parish,  May  22,  1888. 

Unitarian  — 
First.   First  Unitarian  Society.,  Oct.  7,  1846. 


WAREHAM. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  Wareham,  Mass.,  Dec.  25,  1739; 

inc.  Dec.  17,  1890.  Society  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  Dec.  25,  1739,  society  dissolved. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
East  Wareham.    East  Wareham  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  about 
1872. 

Wareham.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1831 ;  inc.  ,  1836. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Good  Sfiepherd.    Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Feb.  -,  1883. 

WARREN. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  Warren,  Massachusetts,  , 

1834;  ¥\v<,t  Church  of  Western,  ,  1743.  Warren  Congre- 
gational Society,  ,1834;  Western  Congregational  Society. 

West.  West  Congregational  Church  of  Warren,  Massachusetts,  June  5, 
1866.  West  Congn^gational  Society  of  Warren,  Massachu- 
setts, Aug.  7,  1865. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.   First  Methodist  Episcopal  Clmrch,  April  1853. 

West.   West  Warren  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  29,  1877. 
Universalist  — 

Warrex.    Universalist  Church  of  Warren,  Feb.  1-i,  1839.  Universalist 

Society  of  Warren,  ,  1SS2 ;  inc.  April  6\  18S1 ;  Second 

Universalist  Society  in  the  town  of  Weston,  ,  1825. 


AVARWICK. 

Baptist  - 

Warwick.  AVarwick  Ba])tist  Church,  Au<^.  30, 1843.  AVarwick  Baptist 
Society,  ,  1813. 

Congregational  — 
Warwick.    Trinitarian  Conj^-reg-ational  Church,  April  30,  1829 ;  inc. 

June  3,  1829.  Trinitarian  Congregational  Socieltj,  Feb.  16, 
1829. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  3,  1700.  Trustees  of  the  Con- 
gregational Society  in  Warivick,  inc.  xiprll  20,  1779.'^  (Act 
repealed  Feb.  28,  1795,  and  the  third  section  of  the  repealing 
act  repealed  June  11,  1800.) 


WASHINGTON. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Washington.   Washington  :Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1832. 


WATERTO  WN. 

Baptist  — 

First.    Tlic  First  Baptist  Church  of  Waicrtown,  July  18, 1830  ;  inc.  Sept. 

28, 1891.  First  Baptist  Society  in  Watcrtown,  inc.  Mar.  18, 
1834. 

Congregational  — 
Phillips.   Phillips  Church,  April  17,  1855.    First  Orthodox  Parish, 
Mar.  2G,  1855. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Watertown.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  W'atertown,  Aug.  4, 1837. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Good  Shepherd.    Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Watertown,  Massa- 
chusetts, Mar.  12,  188G. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Church  of  tlie  First  Parish  of  Watertown,  ,  1835  ;  Church  of 

the  East  i'recinct,  ,  1G97  ;  The  Church  in  Watertown,  July 

30,  1G30.  First  Parish  of  AVatertown,  Mass.,  Feb.  20,  1835^; 
inc.  Feb.  20,  1835.  Trustees  of  Uie  Watertown  Ministerial 
Fund,  inc.  Feb.  18,  1812. 


*  The  first  special  Act  of  incorporation  of  a  rcli;,Moii3  body  noticed. 
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WAYLAND. 

Congreg'ational  — 
Wayland.    Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  of  Wayland,  inc.  Aug. 

24,  lSf)G;  Evangelical  Trinitarian  Con^^reo-ational  Church, 
May  21, 1828.  Evangelical  lleligious  Soviet ij,  May  21, 1828  ; 
inc.  May  3,  1883. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
COCHITUATE.    Methodist  r:piscopal  Church,  Mar.  31,  1884,  Methodist 
Ejmcopal  Societ}-  of  Corhitnatc,  Oct.  7,  1867  ;  inc.  June  ,9, 
18S3 ;  Ejylscopal  Methodist  Society  of  Cochihiate,  inc.  April 
23, 180G. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Church  in  AVayland,  ,  1835;  First  Church  in  East 

Sudbury,  ,  1780:  East  Church  in  Sudbury,  Feb.  11,  1723. 

First  7'ar/67i  in  AVayland ;  East  Parish  in  Sudt^uri/,  Juno  '25, 

1722;  inc.  ,  1830.    Trustees  of  the  East  Sudbury  Miiiis- 

terial  Eund,  inc.  Eeb.  2S,  1815. 


WEBSTER. 

Baptist— 

FiKST.    First  Baptist  Church  of  Webster,  ,  1832;  First  Baptist 

Church  of  Dudley,  Oct.  20,  1814.  First  Baptist  Societti  of 
Webster,  ,  1832;  First  Society  of  Dudley,  April  18,  1814. 

Congreg-ational  ■- 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  June  13,  1838 ;  inc.  June  13,  1838. 

First  Congregational  Society,  April  13,  1838 ;  inc.  April  13, 
1838. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Webster.   Webster  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1835 ;  inc.  , 

1877.    Dudley  Methodist  Episcopal  Society. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Reconciliation.    Rector,  Church  Wardens,  and  Vestrymen  of  the 
Church  of  the  Ileconciliation,  Webster,  Jan.  3,  1870. 

Universalist — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church.    Universalist  Society,  June  22,  186G. 


WELLESLEY. 

Congregational  — 
Wellesley.    Wclksley  Congregational  Church,  June  27,  1881 ;  inc.  Feb. 

i^>,  i5.9i  ;  Congregational  Church  in  West  Needham,  Sept. 
6,  1798.  Wellesley  Congregational  Society,  Dec.  19,  18G4. 
West  Precinct  m  the  towji  of  NeedJiam,  July  G,  1778 ;  inc. 
April  28, 1778. 

Wellesley  Hills.  Tlie  First  Congregational  Church  in  Wellesley 
Hills,  inc.  April  28, 18,96' :  Congregational  CVrz/yr//,  of  Welles- 
ley Hills,  —  -,  1881 ;  OrtliodoK  Congregational  Church  of 
Grantville,  Feb.  24,  1847.  Wellesley  Jlills  Congregational  So- 
ciety, inc.  Mar.  11,  1885;  (Jranlrille  lleligious  Society  in 
Wellesley,  —  -,  1847. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Andrew's.    SL  Andrew'.^  Church  of  WcIIcslcy,  inc.  Jwie  19, 
1S94.    Saint  Andrew's  Parish,  Wellesley,  Mar.  22,  1892. 
Christ  Episcopal  Mission,  ,  1890. 

Unitarian  — 

Wellesley  Hills.    Unitarian  Society  of  Wellesley  Hills,  ,  1885; 

inc.  June  19, 1SS9  ;  Unitarian  Society  of  Grantville,  Feb. 
1871 ;  inc.  Nov.  -,  1877. 


WELLFLEET. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congrcf^ational  Chnrch,  Wellfleet,  ,  1763 ;  Church  in 

North  Precinct  of  Eastham,  ,  1723.    First  Congregational 

Par  ish,  ,  1735.    North  Precinct  of  Eastham,  ,  1723. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  (7/i7//'c/i  of  Welllleet,  Dec.  4, 1833  ;  inc. 

Dec.  4,  1833.  Second  Congregational  Socicti/  of  Welllleet, 
Feb.  2, 1833 ;  inc.  i\lar.  8,  1833. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Wellfleet.   Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch  of  Wellfleet,  ,  1802;  inc. 

—  18G5. 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church,  July  -,  1874.    First  Universalist  So- 
ciety ^  Jan.  7,  1840. 


WENDELL. 

Congregational- 
First.   First  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  20,  1774.   First  Congrega- 
tional i^amA,  July  9,  1821.    T/^e  Trustees  of  tlie  Ministerial 
Fund  of  the  First  Congrecjational  Society  in  Wendell,  inc.  June 
12, 1823. 

WENHAM. 

Baptist  — 

Wenham.    Wenham  Baptist  Church,  ,  1831.    Wenham  Baptist  So- 
ciety, Feb.  7,  1863 ;  inc.  Feb.  7,  1863. 

Congregational  — 
Wenham.    Congregational  Church  in  Wenham,  Dec.  10,  1663.*  Con- 
gregational Parish  and  Society  in  Wenham,  April  -,  1833. 


WESTBOROUGH. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church  of  Wcstborough,  Oct.  5,  1814  ;  inc.  May  26, 
1890,  First  Ihqd'ist  Societv  in.  Westborouyh,  Sept.  30,  1811 ; 
inc.  Bee.  6, 1810,  society  dissolved  June  4",  1890. 

Congregational  — 
M^ESTBOROUGii.    Evanqclical  Church  of  Wcsthorouqh,  inc.  Aug.  8, 1888 ; 
Church  in  AVestborough,  Oct.  28,  1724. 


*  A  church  organized  Oct.  8,  1G14,  and  a  part  removed  to  Chehnsford. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Westbokougii.    Westborougli  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April 
1858. 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Congref^ational  Church,  churcli  dissolved.    First  Congre- 
gational Varii^h,  Mar.  14,  1825. 


AYE  ST  BOYLSTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  West  Boylston,  Jan.  -,  1880;  Baptist 
Church  in  West  lloiiIslou^Junc  l^V,  2 SIS ,  rcorgauirad  April  0\ 
1824.    First  Baptist  Society,  Mar.  24,  1813. 


Congregational  — 
First.    First  Conj^re^^ational  Church,  ,  1808  :  Churcli  in  Second  Pre- 
cinct oi' Boylston,  Sterling  and  Iloklen,  Se])t.  15,  ITOG.  First 
Congregational  Parish,  ,  1808.    Second  Vreci)icl  of  Boyl- 
ston, Sterling  and  lloldeu,  Dec.  7,  1792. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Oakdale.    Oakdale  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  June  12,  1855. 

West  Boylston.   West  Boylston  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  not  long 
prior  to  1858. 


WEST  BRIDGEAYATER. 

Baptist  — 

West  Bridgewater.    West  Bridgewatcr  BajUisi  Church,  Feb.  19, 1833 ; 
inc.  Dec.  24,  ISSS. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
CocHESETT.    Cochesett  iVIetliodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1841. 

Unitarian  — 

West  Bridgewater.  Unitarian  Church,  ,  1821 ;  Church  in  Bridge- 
water,  Feb.  18,  1G()4.  First  Congregational  Society.  West 
Precinct  of  Bridyeu-alcr,  inc.  Dec.  14, 1 723  ;  North  Precinct 
in  Bridgewater,  inc.  June  1, 1710'.* 


WEST  BROOKFIELD. 
Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church,  West  Brookfield,  IVIassachusetts, 

 ,  1848;  First  Church  of  Brooklield.  Nov.  17,  1717.  First 

Congregational  P(trish  of  West  l^rookiield,  Massachusetts, 

 ,  1848.  First  Precinct  in  the  town  of  Brookfield,  inc.  Nov. 

7.1754. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Brookiteld.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1852. 


*  See  First  Parish  in  lirocktou  for  a  Nortli  Precinct  incorporated  June  3,  1738. 


RELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES. 


139 


,  WESTFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

Centkal.    The  Central  BapliH  Churc]i,  WcM/ielcl,  Mass.,  ,  1833,  inc. 

July  28,  ISOl.    Central  Baptist  Society,  ,  1833;  inc. 

 ,  1890,  society  dissolved. 

Congregational—, 
First.  First  Cono:regational  Clinrrh  ;  Church  of  Westfield,  Ang.  27, 
1679.  First  Con«i-reo-ational  ^ork'ty  ;  Congregational  Socicly, 
—  -,  1829.  Trnstees  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  in  the  First 
Parish  in-  WestJieUl,  inc.  Fclj.  20,  1S22  ;  Trustees  of  the  Min- 
isterial Fund  in  the  town  of  Westjield,  inc.  Dec.  14,  1810. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  May  22,  ISoG.  Second  Con- 
qreyational  Society  in  Westjield,  April  10,  1857 ;  inc.  Ax^ril 
25, 1S79. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1830. 

West.    West  Parish  Methodist  lOpiscopal  Church,  ,  1843. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Atonement.    Church  of  the  Atonement,  May  4, 1873  ;  inc.  Aug.  11, 1873. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1887.    First  Universalist  ^o- 

ciety.  Mar.  2,  1853. 


WESTFORD. 

Congregational  — 
Union.    Union  Congregational  Church  in  Westford,  Massachusetts,  Dec. 

25,  1828;  iiic.  April  !),  IS 02.  Union  Society.  Proprietors 
of  the  Union  Meeting  House,  ,  185G. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Gkaniteville.    Gra-niteville  JVIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  19, 1870  ; 

inc.  Feb.  19,  1870.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
at  Granitevillc,  Aug.  13,  1809 ;  inc.  May  0,  1870. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  Church  of  the  First  Congregational  Parish  in  Westford;  First 
Church  of  Christ  in  Westford;  West  Church  in  Chelmsford, 
Nov.  27,  1727.  First  Parish  in  Westford.  West  Precinct  in 
Chelmsford,  inc.  Dec.  3, 1 724. 


WESTII AMPTON. 
Congregational  — 
Westiiampton.    Ch  ur<-h  of  Christ  in  Westhampton,  IMassachusetts,  Sept. 
1,  1779.    Westhampton  Congregational  Parish. 


AVESTiAriNSTER  . 

Baptist  — 

Westminster.    liaj)tist  Church,  —  -,  1830.    Baptist  Society  of  West- 
minster,  ,  1830. 
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CQngregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Cimrch,  Westminster,  ,  1759  ;  Church 

in  Narragansett  No.  2,  (probably,)  Oct.  20,  1742.  First 
Parish. 

UniVersalist  — 

Messiah.    Church  of  the  ]\[essiah,  Jan.  17,  18G9.    Fir^i  Universalist 
Society  in  Westminster,  inc.  Feb.  7, 1S20. 


WEST  NEWBURY. 

Baptist— 

West  Newbury.  West  Newbury  Baptist  Church ;  First  Baptist  Church, 
Oct.  31,  1873.    Baptist  Society,  ,  1873. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Church  in  West  Newbury^  ,1820;  Second  Church  in 

Newbury,  Oct.  2G,  1GU8.  First  Vav'ish  in  West  A'e fct/uri/,  inc. 
Jan.  IS 24  ;  Second  Parish  in^  Nen-buri/,  ,  1G95.  Sec- 
ond Precinct  in  Newburi/,  inc.  Nov.  2, 1711. 

Second.    Second  Church  in  West  Newbury,  Feb.  12, 1821 ;  West  Church 

in  West  Newbury,  ,  1820  ;  AVest  Church  in  Parsons,  April 

8,  1819;  Third  Church  of  Newbury,  Oct.  21,  HGl;  Fourth 
Church  of  Newbury,  Sept.  1,  1731.  Second  I^irish  in  West 
Newburij,  inc.  June  12,  1824;  West  Fcvrish  in  Parsons; 

Tliird  Parish  in  Newbury  ;  Fourth  Parish  in  Newbury,  , 

1731. 


WESTON. 

Baptist— 

Weston.   Baptist  Church  of  Christ,  July  15, 1789.  First  Baptist  Society 
in  Weston,  inc.  Jan.  17, 1823. 

Congregational  — 
Weston.    The  Evangelical  Congreqational  Church  of  Weston,  Mass., 
Oct.  29, 1891 ;  inc.  Dec.  12, 1891. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Weston.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  about  1794;  inc.  about  1797. 

Trustees  of  the  First  Methodist  Einscopal  Society  in  Weston., 
inc.  Feb.  28, 1829. 


Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Church  in  Weston;  Church  in  Weston,  ,  1713  ;  Church 

in  the  West  or  Farmer's  Precinct  of  Watertown,  ,  1G98. 

First  Parish  of  Weston.  West  or  Farmers'  Precinct  of  Water- 
town,   ,  1094. 

WESTPORT. 

Congregational  — 
Pacific  Union.    Pacific  Union  Congregational  Church,  May  31,  1858. 

Pacific  Union  Society,  Dec.  29,  1855;  inc.  Dec.  29,  1855.  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Pacific  Union  Church,  ma.  Aw^.  25,  185G,  dis- 
solved April  3,  18GG,  and  the  property  transferred  to  the 
society, 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Westport  1*oint.    Westport  Point  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1830. 
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AYEST  SPRINGFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

First.  First  Baptist  Cluirch,  Feb.  7,  1888 ;  inc.  Feb.  7, 188S.  Home 
Chapel,  Oct.  17,  1876. 

Congregational  — 
First.  First  Coji<i^rei;ational  Vhiirrh,  Mar.  -,  1774.  First  Parish  of 
AVest  Sprin<i:liel(l,  inc.  Mar.  ~,  1774.  West  Precinct  in  ISjjri/ig- 
Jielcl,  inc.  JJcc.  7,  1U!)(>  ;  Second  Precinct  or  Parish  in  Spring- 
field, May  27,  KJUG.  Trustees  of  the  M inislcrial  Fund  in  the 
First  Parish  in  West  Sprinc/Jicld,  inc.  Jane  Id,  18'20. 

Park  Street.  Park  Street  Congrei^ational  Church,  ,J\i\y  10,  1871. 
Park  Street  Con<^regatioDal  Socictij,  'hily  TJ,  1871. 

Second.  Second  Con<]^re<2;ational  Church  of  West  Sprinii-field,  ]\Iassa- 
cliusetts,  Oct.  30,18()1;  Mittineau-ue  Congregational  Church, 
Jan.  1853;  Congregational  Church  of  Agawani  Falls,  Jan. 
10,1850.  Mittinca<iuc  Conf/rcf/alional  Society,  Mi/fificuf/iie 
Congreyationdl  Society  of  West  Sprinfjjicld,  inc.  M(tr.  31, 
18S4 ;  Congregational  Socicli/  of  Agawani  Falls,  ^Vest 
Springfield,  6ct.'21,  1850. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
MiTTiNEAGUE.    Mittineaguc  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jan.  6,  1889. 

West  SprinCxFIELD.  West  Springfield  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
May  14, 1876. 

WEST  STOCKBRIUGE. 
Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Clmrch  of  West  Stockbridge,  June  4, 1789  ; 

inc.  June  4,  1789.    A  Picligious  Society,  inc.  Feb.  25, 1704. 

Village.  West  Stockbridge  Village  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  25, 
1833.  West  Stockbridge  Village  Congregational  Societij, 
April  3,  1844. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Stockbridge.   West  Stockbridge  Methodist  Eijiscopal  Church, 
—  -,  1840. 

WEST  TISBURY. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1833.   First  Baptist  Society  in  Tis- 

burij,  inc.  June  23, 1804.  Proprietors  of  the  Baptist  Meeting 
House,  North  Tisbury ;  Proprietors  of  the  New  Baptist  Meet- 
ing House. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Chiirch,  April  22,  1852.  Second  Baptist  So- 
ciety, Feb.  11,  1847. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  in  Tisbury,  ,  1673.    First  Con- 
gregational Socicttf  of  West  Tisbnry,  July  13, 1878.  AVesterly 
Parish  in  the  town  of  Tisbury,  May  10,  1796. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Tisbury.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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WEYMOUTH. 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.  The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Weymouth^  Ych.  1  ,l^bi\  mo..  Dec. 
20,2889. 

Congregational  — 
East  Weymouth.  Cou^i^reg-ational  CJiurch  of  East  Weymouth,  INfar.  -, 
1852;  First  Evaii<;olical  MctJiodist  ClinrcJi  of  East  Wey- 
mouth, ]\[ar.  4,  isi^.  First  Con_<:;re_i]:ational  Socic/_i/  of  East 
Weymouth,  June  -,  18()0 ;  inc.  ,June  18(10;  First  Evan- 
gelical INlethodist  Socirti/  of  East  Weymouth,  Feb.  15,  1843 ; 
inc.  Feb.  15,  1843.  Proprietors  of  the  Alccliny  House,  inc. 
Nov.  28,  1843. 

First.    First  Church  of  Christ  in  Weymouth,  ,  1623.    First  Parish, 

 ,  1723. 

Old  South.  Old  ^oulJi  Church  of  Weymouth,  inc.  May  2, 1802 ;  Sec- 
ond Congrc<2:ational  Church  of  Weymouth,  Sept.  20,  1723; 

inc.  ,  1723.    Old  South  Cof/(/rc(/(iliou(/l  Prliyio^ts  Society 

of  Weymouth,  inc.  .ipril  24,  I8.0-U  Scco)iil  Congregational 
Beligioiis  Society  o/  Weymouth.  South  rrem-iat  in  Weymouth, 
inc.  June  5, 172S. 

Pilgrim.  Pilgrim  Church  of  Xorth  Weymouth,  Mar.  11,  1852.  Pilgrim 
Church  Society,  June  1851. 

Union.   Union  Church,  South  Weymouth,  Nov.  1,  1842. 

Weymouth  and  Braintkee.  Union  Congregational  Church  of  Wey- 
mouth and  Braintree,  Aug.  14,  1811.  Phc  Union  Picligious 
Society  in  the  toirns  of  Weytnouth  and  Jirainirec,  inc.  Feb.  21, 
1811.   T/ic  Proprietors  6'^/^^a?^  Meeting  House  Corpora- 

tion, inc.  Feb.  28, 1811. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

East  Weymouth.   INIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  East  Weymouth,  , 

1823.  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Wey- 
mouth, inc.  Mar.  lO,  1827. 

Porter.    Porter  IVIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  LovelPs  Corner,  Jan. 

1883;  Second  jNIethodist  Episcopal  (Jhurch  of  Weymouth, 
April  -,  1879 ;  Puritan  Congregational  Church  of  Lovell's 
Corner,  Oct.  29,  1872. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.   Trinity  Church,  Weymouth,  Dec.  7,  1807.    Trinity  Church 
Parish,  Dec.  7,  1807.    Society  of  Trinity  Church,  Dec.  7,  1807. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Unitarian  Society  of  Weymouth,  June  28,  1888 ;  *  First 
Unitarian  Religious  Society  of  Braintree  and  Weymouth,  inc. 
Mar.  14, 1833. 

Universalist  — 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  ,  1837.  First  Universalist  So- 
ciety,  ,  1837.    First  Universalist  Parish. 


*Mar.  28,  1873  an  attoiupt  was  made  to  form  a  society  under  the  forcgoini,'  naniC; 
but  uon-coniplianco  witli  the  statute  made  the  formatioii  void. 
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Universalist  —  Con. 
KORTH  Weymouth.    Third  Universalist  Church  in  AVeyraouth,  June 
28,  1874.    Third  Universalist  Socicfi/  of  Weyniouth,  Nov.  19, 
1853.    First  Universalist  Meeting  llouse  in  Weymouth^  inc. 
Feb,  4,  IS 30. 

South  Weymouth.    Church  of  Christ,  Jnly  11,  18G0.    Second  Univer- 
salist Society,  Sontli  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  — — ,  1848 ; 

inc.  ,  1864.   Washington  Mccling  House  Corporatio7iy  , 

1857. 

W  H  A  T  E  L  Y  . 

Congregational  — 
FiKST.    First  Congregational  Churchy  Aug.  12,  1771.    First  Congrega- 
tional Parish. 

WHITMAN. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Whitman,  Feb.  18,  1889 ;  inc.  Feb.  18, 

18S0  ;  First  Baptist  Church  in  Soutli  Abington,  ,1855; 

First  Baptist  Churcli  in  Abington,  Oct.  17,  1822;  inc.  Mar.  9, 
1884.  First  Baptist  Society  in  Abington,  inc.  April  12,  1830, 
society  dissolved  July  1,  1881. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Congregational  Church  ^^Tiitman,  ,1880;  Second  or 

South  Congregational  Church,  Abington,  Aug.  19,  1807.  The 
Union  Calcinistic  Society  of  ]Vhit)nan,  A})rii  21,  1893;  inc. 
May  4,  1803  ;  Union  Cnlvinistic  Society  in  the  South  Part 
of  Abington,  Feb.  24,  180G  ;  inc.  Feb.  18, 1808. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Whitman.   AVhitman  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  South  Abington 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ]\lar.  8,  1874 

Unitarian  — 

First.   First  Unitarian  Society  of  Whitman,  ,  1881 ;  inc.  Mar.  19, 

1887. 

WILBRAHAM. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  ;  Xorth  Congregational  Church, 

 ,  1763 ;  Chtirch  in  the  Fourth  Precinct  in  Springfield, 

June  24,  1741.  Nortii  Parish  of  Wilbraham,  inc.  June  20, 
1782. 

Grace  Union.    Grace  Union  Church,  Xov.  22,  1886.    Grace  Chapel. 
Grace  Chapel  Parish,  Oct.  30,  1876. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Glendale.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Glendale,  April  25,  1868 ; 
inc.  Oct.  20,  1870. 

Memorial.    IVlemorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  inc.  —  -,  1867; 
Metliodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Wilbraham,  Aug.  29,  1832. 


WILLIAMSBURG. 
Congregational  — 
Williamsburg.    Church  of  Christ  in  Williamsburg,  July  3, 1771.  First 
Parish^  Williamsburg. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
Haydenville.    Ilaydeiivillc  Coii<2:rei>-ational  Church,  Jan.  24:,  1851.  Sn- 
cicty  of  the  Haydenville  Cliureh,  Mar.  19,  1810  ;  inc.  Mar.  I'j 
1849. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

WlLUAMSBUKd.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Williamsburg:,  

1827. 

WILLIAMSTOWN. 

Baptist  — 

WiLLiAMSTOVVN.  liai)tist  Church,  ,181-1.  Meeting  House  Corpora- 
tion in  Willianistown,  inc.  INIar.  8,  180G. 

Congregational  — 
College.    Church  of  Christ  in  Williams  College,  Jime  15,  1834. 

FiKST.    First  Cont^regational  Church  of  Williamstown,  Mar.  -,  17G5. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  CJuirch,  April  20,  1836.*  Second  Con- 
gregational Society  ,  183(5. 

White  Oaks.  The  Albert  Jlof/klus  White  Oaks:  (7/y/^)cZ  Association,  April 
1889,  inc.  Matj  23,  ISS!).  Church  of  Christ  in  the  White 
Oaks,  Dec.  20,  1868 ;  inc.  April  -,  1889. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Willi AaiSTOWN.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Jan.  22,  1855. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    St.  John''s  Parish  of  Willianistown,  Mass.,  inc.  May  IS, 
1895. 

W 1 L  M  I N  G  T  O  N  . 

Congregational  — 
Wilmington.    Congreyatiojud  Church  in  Wilminr/ton,  Nov.  23,  1887; 

inc.  Nov.  23,  18S7 ;  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Wilmimrton, 
Sept.  4,  1884 ;  Church  of  Christ  in  Wilmington,  Oct.  24,  17;):). 
First  Religious  Society  in  Wilmington,  inc.  April  4,  1n31. 
Noi'th  East  Part  of  Wobtirn  and  Westerly  part  of  Ixcadiny  a 
parish,  inc.  Sept.  17, 1730. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.   First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Wilmington,  Mar.  19, 1882 ; 
inc.  Jan.  29, 1883. 


WINCHENDON. 

Baptist  — 

.  Village.    AVinchendon  Village  Ba])tist  Church,  April  27,  1848.  Baptist 
Society  in  Winchendon  Village,  Dec.  2,  1848. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  15,  1762.    First  Parish,  Win- 
chendon, Mar.  1826. 

North.    Nortli  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  7, 1843. 


♦  Baptist  in  1791. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Wns'CHENDON.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Winchendon,  ,  1800. 

Unitarian  — 

Unity.    Church  of  the  Unity.    Socict)/  of  the  Church  of  the  Unity,  Aug. 
2, 18G6 ;  Third  Congregational  Socieli/,  Jan.  17,  1852. 


W  INC  II E  S  T  E  R  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    The  First  Bapiist  Church  of  WinchcMcr^  Aug.  18,  1852 ;  inc. 
July  28^  1800.    First  Baptist  Parish,  parish  dissolved. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  in  Winchester,  ,  1856  ;  South 

Woburn  Congregational  Cliurch,  Xov.  19,  1840.    First  Cuii- 
grcgalional  Socict}^  of  Winchester,  Mar.  11,  1S5G  ;  inc.  Feb. 
1866;  South  Congregational  Society  of  Woburn,  June  1, 
1840. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Winchester.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  25,  1872. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Epiphany.    Church  of  the  Epiphany.    Parish  of  the  Epiphany,  Win- 
chester, Massachusetts,  April  10,  1888 ;  inc.  April  10,  1888. 

Unitarian  — 

Winchester.   Winchester  Unitarian  Church.    The  Winchester  Unita- 
rian Society,  Dec.  5,  1805 ;  inc.  Nov.  29,  1865. 

WINDSOR. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  Windsor,  Mar.  25,  1773.  First 
Congregational  Parish  in  Windsor,  Jan.  25,  1823 ;  inc.  Jan. 
25, 1823. 

WINTHROP. 

Baptist— 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  Winthrop,  ,  1871 ;  inc.  ,  1871. 

Congregational  — 
Union.    Union  Congregational  Church  of  Winthrop,  inc.  Oct.  1, 1896. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Winthrop.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Winthrop,  —  -,  1852; 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Chelsea  Point,  reorganized 

 ,  1827.    Methodist  Society  in  the  town  of  Winthrop,  inc. 

Feb.  27, 1811. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Church,  ,  1885. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Church  (f  Winthrop,  Miir.  2^,  1893;  inc.  ^ far. 

28,  180:i.  Wintlirop  Unitarian  Association,  Feb.  15,  1887 ; 
inc.  Feb.  15, 1887. 
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WOBURN. 

Baptist - 

First.    First  BaptiH  Church  in  Wobnrn,  —  -,  1798;  inc.  ApiHl  21^ 

1857 ;  The  Cambrido-e  and  Wol)urn  Jiaptist  Cliurch,  , 

1795;  Baptist  Church  in  Cambrid^-e,  June  14,  1781.  The 
First  Baptist  Society  in  Wobifni,  Oct.  1811  ;  inc.  Jf/uc  21, 
1811.  Proprietors  of  the  New  JJaplist  Meeting  House  in 
Woburn,  inc.  Mar.  -i,  1831. 

Saint  John's.    Saint  John's  Baptist  Church,  Woburn,  July  26,  1887; 
inc.  Oct.  19, 1806. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Church,  Woburn,  Aug.  21,  1642.    First  Congrerjnfional 
Parish  in  Woburn,  inc.  Bcc.  14,  181(i  ;   First  Parish  in 
AVoburn,  —  -,  1642.    The  Trustees  of  Woburn  Ministerial 
Fund,  inc.  Feb.  24, 1810. 

MONTVALE.  Montvale  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  1,1892;  inc.  Nov. 
-,  1893. 

North.  North  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  22,  1849.  North  Congre- 
gational Parish,  Mar.  1,  1849. 

Scandinavian.  Scandinavian  Ecangclical  Free  Church,  June  2,  1884; 
inc.  June  27 ^  1801.    Scandinavian  Societtj  of  AV^oburn. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Woburn.    AVoburn  ]Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  18n0.  Trustees 

of  the  Woburn  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  inc. 
April  11, 1870. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.   Trinity  Parish,  April  22,  1867. 

Unitarian  — 

First.  First  Unitarian  Society  in  Woburn,  April  10,  1852 ;  inc.  Jufie 
12,  I860.* 

WORCESTEK. 

Baptist  — 

Adams  Square.  Adams  Square  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  26,  1889 ;  inc. 
Jaji.  18, 1800. 

Dewey  Street.  Dewey  Street  Baptist  Church,  July  8, 1872;  inc.  Sept. 
18,  1879. 

First.  First  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  9,  1812.  First  Baptist  Society  in 
Worcester,  inc.  June  18,1810.  Pro])rietors  of  the  Elm  Street 
BajUist  Meeting  House  in  Worcester,  inc.  April  0, 1836. 

First  Swedish.  First  Swedish  Baptist  Church  of  Worcester,  Nov.  17, 
1880;  inc.  Feb.  28, 1880. 

John  Street.    John  Street  Ba])tist  Church,  ,  1891 ;  Mount  Olive 

Baptist  Church,  ,  1885  ;  inc.  June  6, 1888. 

Lincoln  Square.   Lincoln  Square  Baptist  Church,  April  1,  1882. 

Main  Street.  ^lain  Street  Haptist  Church,  i\Iay  -,  188;};  inc.  ^lay -, 
1883;  Third  Baptist  Church,  Mar.  6,  i853,  parish  dissolved 
May  1883. 


*  A  Society  organized  April  8,  1817,  soon  dissolved. 
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Baptist  — Con. 

PLEA.SANT  Street.  Pleasant  Street  Baptist  Church,  Dec.  28,  1811 ;  Sec- 
ond Baptist  Church.. 

South.    South  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  28,  1886. 

Congregational  — 

Armenian.    Armenian  Coni^re_<»:ational  Church  of  Worcester,  ,  1892. 

Armenian  Congregational  Socict/j,  ,  1892. 

Belmont.    Belmont  Churcli,  Jan,  2G,  1890 ;  inc.  Feb.  14, 1890. 

Bethany.  Bethanij  Congrcrjalional  Church  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  Dec.  30, 
1891 ;  inc.  Jan.  0,  1892. 

Central.  The  Calvinistic  Church,  Aug.  17,  1820.  The  Central  Society 
in  Worcester,  ,  1879  ;  inc.  Mar.  10, 1879 ;  Calvinistic  So- 
ciety in  Worcester,  April  3,  1822 ;  inc.  Feb.  8, 18'2r>.  Trus- 
tees of  the  Parochial  Funds  of  the  (kntral  Society  in  Worcester, 
inc.  Mar.  10, 1879;  Trustees  of  the  Parochial  Funds  of  the 
Calviiiislic  Society  in  Worccder,  inc.  Feb.  2, 1827. 

Covenant.  The  Church  of  the  Covenant,  Dec.  -,  1885 ;  inc.  April  30, 
1890. 

First.   First  Church  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  ,  1719.  First 

Parish,  ,1717. 

Hope.  The  Hope  Concjrcriational  Church  of  Worcester,  Dec.  -,  1889 ; 
inc.  Mar.  25, 1890. 

Immanuel.  Immanuel  Church  of  Worcester,  June  8, 1893  ;  inc.  July  30, 
1895. 

Lake  View.    The  Lake  Vieio  Congregational  Church,  ,  1890 ;  inc. 

Nov.  10,1891. 

Park.  Park  Conqregational  Church  of  Worcester,  Feb.  24,  1887 ;  inc. 
Jan.  17,1888. 

Piedmont.   Piedmont  Congregational  Church,  —  -,  1872 ;  inc.  , 

1872.   Piedmont  Society,  ,  1872 ;  inc.  ,  1872. 

Pilgrim.  Pilgrim  Church,  Mar.  19,  1885.  Pilgrim  Congregational  So- 
ciety, April  -,  1885. 

Plymouth.  Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  Jwlj  7,  1869.  Plymouth 
Congregational  Society  of  Worcester,  May  28,  1869 ;  Sixth 
Congregational  Society,  ]May  8,  1869. 

Salem  Street.  Salem  Street  Church,  June  14, 1848  ;  Fourth  Orthodox 
Congregational  Church.  Salem  Street  Society,  July  24, 1848  ; 
inc.  July  24,  1848. 

Summer  Street.   Mission  Chapel  Church,  ,  1865. 

Swedish.  First  Swedish  Evangelical  Congrcgai ional  Church  in  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  inc.  Jan.  23, 1895  ;  Swedish  Evangelical  Coni^re- 
gational  Church,  Aug.  25,  1880;  inc.  Dec.  23,  1881.  Swedish 
Evangelical  Congregational  Society,  Dec.  23,  1881 ;  inc.  Jan. 
14,  1882. 

Second  Swedish.  Second  Su;edish  Evangelical  Congregational  Church 
in  Worcester,  inc.  Nov.  29, 1895. 

Union.    Union  Church,  Feb.  3,  1836.    Union  Congregational  Society. 

Proprietors  of  the  Union  Meeting  House  in  Worcester,  inc. 
Mar.  11,1835. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Coral  Stkeet.  Coral  Street  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
May  8,  1872. 

First  Swedish.   First  Swedish  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1883. 

Grace.    Oi-acc  3Icthodist  Episcopal  CJiiirch  of  Worcester,  ,  1887 ; 

inc.  Mar.  24.  1SS7 ;  The  (Iracc  Methodist  Episcopal  Free 

Church  of  Worcester,  ,  1878;  inc.  Man  ;  Grace 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  —  -,  1871;  The  Main  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Worcester,  ,  18G7. 

Lakeview.   Lakeview  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Feb.  12,  1894. 

Laurel  Street.   Laurel  Street  jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  July  20, 
1895  ;  inc.  July  20,  1895. 

Park  Avenue.   Park  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Dec.  4, 1893. 

Trinity.  Trinity  JMcthodist  Episco})al  Church,  ]\Iay  20,  1880  ;  inc.  Mav 
20,  1880 ;  Park  Street  ^Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1834. 

Webster  Square.  Webster  Square  ISIethodist  E2)iscopal  Church,  Apr. 
1860. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
All  Saints'.    All  Saints'  Church,  July  21,  1843.    Proprietors  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Worcester,  ixm.  April  8,lS30. 

Saint  John's.  Saint  John's  Parish,  Worcester,  Mass.,  Sept.  18,  1884 ; 
inc.  Sept.  18,  1884. 

Saint  Mark's.   Saint  IMark's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Saint  Matthew's.    Parish  of  Saint  :\[atthe\v's  Church,  Mar.  10,  1883. 

Rector,  Wardens,  and  Vestrymen  of  Saint  Matthew's  Church, 
May  5, 1874. 

Saint  Sigfrid's.    Saint  Sigfrid's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
Unitarian  — 

First.  Second  Congregational  Church,  jNIar.  -,  1785.  Second  Parish 
in  the  Town  of  Worcester,  Nov.  13,  1787  ;  inc.  Nov.  13,  1787. 

South.  The  South  Uiiitarian  Con(jre(jational  Society  of  Worcester,  inc. 
July  3, 1800. 

Unity.  Church  of  the  Unity,  Feb.  7,  1846.  Second  Unitarian  Society 
in  Worcester,  Aug.  25,  1844;  inc.  Nov.  27, 1845. 

Universalist— 

All  Souls'.  All  Souls'  Church.  All  Souls'  Universalist  Parish,  Oct. 
13,  1884. 

First.  First  Universalist  Church,  AVorccster,  Massachusetts,  Nov.  21, 
1843.  Proprietors  of  the  First  Universalist  Meeting  House 
in  Worcester,  inc.  Mar.  23, 1813. 


WORTIIINCrTON. 
Con^egational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  CJiurrh.  Worthington,  April  1, 1771.  First 
Congregational  Society,  Miiv.  13,  1865. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
South  WOKXHiNcrroN.  South  Worthington  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
—  1828. 
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Methodist  Episcopal —  Cou. 
West  Woktiiixgton.    ISIethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  West  Worth- 
ington,  Jan.  20,  1849. 


WRENTHAM. 

Congreg-ational  — 
First.    The  Church  in  Wrentliam,  April  13,  1692.    The  Congregational 
Society  in  WrcniJiam,  inc.  Feb.  21.,  1790. 

Union.    Union  Congregational  Church  in  Plainville^  inc.  Mar.  II^ISSO 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Rector,  Church  Wardens,  and  Vestrymen  of  Trinity  Chiiixh^ 
Wrentham,  June  C,  IBGi ;  inc.  June  G,  186-1. 

Universalist  — 
West  Wkentiiam.    West  Wrentham  Universalist  Church. 


YARMOUTH. 

Baptist  — 

South  Yarmouth.    First  Baptist  Church,  South  Yarmouth,  —  -,  1824. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Yanuoiith,  Mass.,  inc.  Sc'pt.  23, 
1891 ;  Church  in  Yarmouth,  Nov.  3, 1639.    First  Congrega- 
tional Parish. 

West  Yaiimouth.  West  Yarmouth  Church ;  South  Congregational 
Church,  Sept.  27,  1840.  AVest  Yarmouth  Congregational  aS'o- 
ciety ;  South  Congregational  Societ//,  Jan.  22,  1847.  West 
Precinct  in  Yarmouth,  iwQ.  June  27, 1722. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

South  .Yarmouth.    South  Yarmouth  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1835;  inc.  ,  1844. 

Yarmouthport.  Yarmouthport  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  —  -, 
1819. 


Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church  of  Yarmouth,  ,  1871.    First  Uni- 
versalist Society  of  Yarmouth,  Nov.  1836. 
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Part  II. 


Extinct  Organizations. 

Following  is  presented  the  name  of  every  extinct  church,  and 
of  every  parish,  society,  or  body  of  mecting-hoiise  owners  in  the 
Commonwealth,  formerly  connected  with  nny  extinct  organization 
known  under  tlie  common  title  of  church,  that  has  been  reported 
or  ascertained  to  liave  existed. 

In  this  presentation  the  names  are  given  a]i)habeticaUy  by  de- 
nominations, under  the  name  of  each  town,  followed  by  unde- 
nominational organizations  and  those  where  the  denomination  is 
unknown.  The  time  of  the  dissolution  of  an  organization,  and  the 
name  of  any  in  which  it  was  merged,  or  with  which  it  united  to 
form  another,  is  given  when  possible.  In  a  few  cases  where  an 
organization  was  better  known  under  the  name  of  the  pastor  than 
by  its  name  the  pastor's  name  is  given.  Otherwise  the  form  of 
presentation  is  the  same  as  in  Part  I. 

An  asterisk  (*)  indicates  that  a  part  or  all  of  the  records  are 
in  possession  of  the  city  or  toAvn  clerk,  as  required  by  law. 

ABINGTON. 

Second  Advent  — 
Abington.    Second  Advent  Church* 


ACTON. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Churcli*  prior  to  1738,  dissolved  in  1850. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
ACTON.    Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy  ,  1842,  dissolved  soon  after. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Tlic  FirH  t/nirersnlist  Society  ui  Actoii,  Jan.  19,  181G;  inc.  Ja?i. 
27, 1825,  dissolved  about  JHoO. 

ADAMS. 

Baptist  — 
Adams.   Ba]>tist  rV////r/i,  ,1770. 
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Congregational  — 
Adams.    Congregational  Church,  ,  1776. 


ALFORD. 

Congregational  — 
Alford.    Congregational  Qhurch  in  Alford,  — ,  1779,  dissolved  before 
1846. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Alford.   Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy  ,  1794. 


AMESBURY. 

Congregational  — 
Sandy  Hill.    First  Church  in  Amesbury,  probably  IGGS,  dissolved  in 
1847.    East  rarish  in  Amesbury,  dissolved  in  1835.  East 
Precinct  in  Aintsbury,  inc.  May  20, 1725. 

Presbyterian  — 
Presbyterian  Society  of  Amesbury,  May  20,  1783. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Amesbury.   Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  about  1712. 

King  George  the  Third's  Chapel.   King  George  the  Third's  Chapel, 
 ,  1771,  dissolved  in  1778. 

Unitarian  — 

Amesbury'  Mills.   Amesbury  Mills  Unitarian  Church,  June  22,  1828. 

Universalist  — 
Amesbury.   Universalist  Church} 


ANDO VER. 

Baptist  - 

Andover.  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  21, 1832,  dissolved  Dec.  9, 1857.  First 
Baptist  Society  in  Andover,  Oct.  10,  1832 ;  inc.  Feb.  21, 
1834,  dissolved  Oct.  9,  1876. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Andover.   Met  in  "Bank  Hall,"  ,  1830,  dissolved  in  1840. 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Society  in  Andover,  ,  1837 ;  inc.  Mar.  S, 

1S3S. 

ARLINGTON. 

Universalist  — 

Second.    Second  Universalist  Church  in  West  Cambridge,  ,  1841, 

united  with  the  Unitarian  ^May  29,  1847. 


A  S II B  i;  K  N  II  A  M  . 

Free  Baptist  — 

AsiiuuRNiiAM.    Freewill  Baptist  Church,  1S;U,  dissolved  Feb.  21,  1843. 


»  There  are  records  from  Au;^.  23,  181(5. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 

AsUBUiiNiiAM.    Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy  ,  1800,  dissolved  in 

1833. 

ASHBY. 

Calvinistic  Congregational  — 
ASUBY.    Calvinistic  Con<i;regatioiial  Society,  Oct.  27,  1819,  dissolved 
Jiine  17,  1885. 

A  S  n  F I E  L  D  . 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.    First  Baptist  Church  in  Ashfield,  ,  1765,  dissolved  in  1849 ; 

Baptist  V.liurch  in  lluntstown,  July  2,  17GI.  The  United  Bap- 
tist Church  and  Society  in  Anhjicld  and  lluckland,  inc.  Feb. 
20, 1800. 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Church,  June  3,  1830,  di-ssolved  about  1841. 

Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Church,  June  13,  1855. 

Universalist  — 
Ashfield.    Universalist  Church,  Dec.  11,  1841. 


ASHLAND. 

Universalist  — 

Ashland.   First  Universalist  Society  in  Ashland,  INIay  13,  1871. 


ATTLEBOROUGH. 
Congregational  — 
East.    East  Church  in  Attleborough,  dissolved  in  1848. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Attleborough.   Methodist  Episcopal  Cluirch  and  Society  of  North 
Attleborough,  dissolved  in  1839. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
Trinity.   Trinity  Church. 

AUBURN. 

Baptist  — 

West  Auburn.  Baptist  Church  of  West  Auburn,*  Feb.  9,  1815,  dis- 
solved in  1837. 

AVON. 

Baptist  — 

Avon.  Baptist  Church  in  Stougliton,  An^.  24,  1780.  The  Trustees  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  (d/d  Society  in  Slou<jlit<>n,  inc.  June 
10,  iS'.il .  Trustees  of'  the  Ministerial  Fund  of  the  First 
BajUist  Cliurcli  a/nl  Society  in  Bandolpli,  inc.  Feb.  21, 1827. 


B  A  R  X  S  T  A  B  L  E  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hyannis.    IMethodist  l'4)iscoi)al  ('//// n-h  of  llyannis, 

Maicston's  Mills.   JMarston's  Mills  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


RELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES. 


153 


Wesleyan  Methodist  — 
Hyannis.   Wesleyan  CImrch  of  Hyannis. 

Separatist  — 
Barnstable.   Separatist  CImrch. 

BARRE. 

Universalist  — 
Barre.   Universalist  Churchyhefoie  1821. 


BELCHERTO  WN. 

Congregational  — 
Brainekd.   Brainerd  Church,  Sept.  30,  1831,  reunited  with  the  First 
Church,  Aug.  31,  1811.    Brainerd  Society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
South  Belciiektown.  South  Bclchertown  Methodist  Episcopal  Church* 
 ,  1816,  dissolved  in  1809. 


BELLINGHAM. 

Congregational  — 

Bellingiiam.    Congregational  Church,  ,  1727,  dissolved  in  1774. 

First  Congregational  Society  in  Bellingham,*  Feb.  9,  1821, 
dissolved  Aug.  7,  1821.  Thd  Parish  in  Bellingham,  April  30, 
1825.^ 

BERKLEY. 

Congregational  — 
Second.   Second  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  -,  1848. 


BERLIN. 

Unitarian- 

Berlin.  Church  of  Christ  in  Berlin,  dissolved  in  1843  ;  Congregational 
Church  in  the  South  Parish  in  Bolton,  April  7,  1779.  First 
Congregational  Society  in  Berlin,  dissolved  in  1843.  South 
Parish  in  Bolton,  inc.  April  13, 1778. 


BERNARDSTON. 

Baptist  — 

Bernardston.   Baptist  Church,  ,  1789. 

Universalist- 

Bernardston.    Universalist  Church,  ,  1872,  dissolved  April  8, 1890. 

First  Universalist  Society  in  Bernardston,  INlay  17,  1823 ;  inc. 
Feb.  7,1824  ;  First  llestoration  Society  in  Bernardston,  June 
19,  1820. 

BEVERLY. 

Congregational  — 
FouRTiL    Fourth  Congregational  Cliurch ;  Trinitarian  Church  in  the 
North  Parish,  Sept.  1,  1831,  merged  in  the  Second  Church. 


»  The  last  record  is  Mar.  12,  1827. 
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BILLERICA . 

Universalist  ~ 

BiLLERiOA.    Universalist  Church.    Universalist  Society,  Jan.  10,  1842. 


BLANDFORD. 

Baptist  — 

Blandford.    Baptist  Church,  about  182G,  dissolved  in  1848. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Beech  Hill.    Beech  Hill  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  about  1754. 

North  Blandford.    North  Blandford  ]\lethodist  Episcopal  Church, 
about  1845,  dissolved  since  1879. 

Presbyterian  — 
Blandford.    Presb^iierian  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Blandford.    Protestant  ]C})iscopal  CJuirch,  about  1830,  dissolved  about 
1855.    The  Prolcslant  Episcopal  Society  in  Blandford,*  inc. 
Feb.  2, 1790. 

BOLTON. 

Congreg-ational  — 
Hillside.    Hillside  Church,*  Mar.  17, 1830. 


BOSTON. 

Baptist  — 

Charles  Street.    Charles  Street   Baptist   Church,  Aug.  5,  1807.* 

Charleff  Street  Baptist  Society,  inc.  Feb.  20,  1829,  dissolution 
authorized  June  (J,  188 9. 

North  Baptist.  North  Baptist  Church,  ,  1835,  dissolved  about  1840. 

Tremont  Street.    Tremont  Street  Bai)tist  Church,  ,  1844,  dissolved 

by  18G4  ;  Eirst  Baptist  Eree  Church,  ,  1839. 

Union.    Union  Baptist  Church,  Merrimack  Street,  Eeb.  21,  1845. 

Congregational  — 

Bowdoin  Street.    Bowdoln  Street  Church,  ,  1831 ;  dissolved  in 

1861 ;  Hanover  Street  Church,  July  18, 1825.  Bowdoin  Street 
Congregational  Society,  inc.  Mar.  19^  1831. 

Chamber's  StFlEet.    Chamber's  Street  Church,  Dec.  4,  1861,  merged  in 
the  IMount  Vernon  Congregational  Church  in  1879.'^ 

Edward's.    Edward's  Church,  Eeb.  1,  1849,  dissolved  in  1853. 

Free  Church.    Eree  Church,  jNTarl borough  Chapel,  ,  183(3,  dissolved 

in  1842.    Marlborough  Chapel  in  Hoston,  inc.  April  8, 18o(>. 

Garden  Street.    Ctirden  Street  Church,?  July  21,  1841,  united  with 
the  (Jreen  Street  and  formed  the  IMc^ssiah  Church,  now  extinct. 


«  The  Third  in  order  of  formation. 

2  Supplied  \)\  pastors  from  tlie  Old  South  until  1873. 

'  Kcv.  WiUiiUu  II.  Chapnuin's. 
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Congregational  —  Con. 
Green  Street.  Green  Street  Ch//rrh,  Dec.  30,  1823,  united  with  the 
Garden  Street  and  formed  the  JNIessiah  church,  now  extinct ; 
Congrcgatiofial  Cluirch  a /id  Society  of  Green  IStrcct  in  Jhsion, 
inc.  Jzme  20,1820;  (hngrcgatioiial  Church  and  Society  o/" 
Pitts''  Street  in  Boston,  inc.  June  IS,  1S25. 

Leyden.  Leyden  Church,  Feb.  7,  1844,  dissolved  in  184G.  Proprietors 
of  Leyden  Chapel,  inc.  Jan.  24^  1845. 

Mariner's.  Mariner's  Church,  Jan.  20,  1830,  united  with  the  Salem 
Church,  Jan.  27,  1871. 

Messiah.   Messiah  Church^  July  -,  1844,  dissolved  in  1846. 

New  Brick.  New  Brick  Church,  ISTov.  14,  1720,  united  with  the  Second 
Church,  ^xme,  27, 1779.  Froj^riciors  of  the  New  Brick  Meeting 
House  in  Boston. 

Oak  Place.  Oak  Place  Church,  June  21,  1860,  merged  in  the  First 
Presbyterian. 

Pilgrim's.    Church  of  the  Pilorims,  July  1,  1844,  dissolved  in  1852. 

The  nigrim  Congregational  Society  ui  Boston,  inc.  April  3, 
1846. 

Salem.  Salem  Church,  Sept.  2,  1827,  united  with  Mariner's  Chui'ch 
Jan.  27,  1871.  Salem  Street  Conqregalional  Society,  Jan.  27, 
1835  ;  inc.  Feb.  IG,  1833,  dissolved  June  5,  1867. 

Salem  and  Mariner's.  Salem  and  Mariner's  Church,  Jan.  27,  1871, 
dissolved  Nov.  21,  1879. 

Samuel  Mather's.  Samuel  Mather's  Church,  May  9,  1742,  dissolved 
June  2, 1785. 

School  Street.  School  Street  Church,^  Feb.  17, 1748,  dissolved  April 
12,  1785. 

Friends  — 

Friends.   Boston  Meeting,  ,  1664,  dissolved  in  1808. 

Independent— 

First  Irish.   First  Independent  Irish  Protestant  Church,  ,  1846. 

New  England.  New  England  Church,^  Sept.  -,  1875,  dissolved  June  -, 
1878. 

Jewish  — 

Beth  Ahraiiam.  Beth  Abraham  Congregation,  united  with  Shomrai 
Shaboth  to  form  Shomrai  Beth  Abraham. 

Shomrai  Shaijotii.  Shomrai  Shaboth  Congregation,  united  with  Beth 
Abraham  to  form  Shomrai  Beth  Abraham. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Richmond  Stref/p.    liujlnnond  Street  Church,  ,  1842,  united  with 

the  First  ^letliodist  Episcopal  in  1849. 

North  Russell  Street.  North  Russell  Street  Church,  —  -,  1837, 
united  with  the  First  Methodist  ]^i)iscopal  in  LS73. 


» Rev.  Willium  Jenks*s.    » llev.  Anchcw  Croswell's.    ^  Kev.  W.  H.  II.  Murray's. 
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Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Grace.    Or  ace  Church  in  the  City  of  Boston,  ,  1830 ;  inc.  Mar.  4, 

1835,  dissolved  in  186-1. 

Saint  Mark's.    Saint  Mark's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  1851, 

dissolved  in  1885. 

Saint  Mary's.   Free  Church  of  Saint  Mary's  for  Sailors,  about  1843. 

Saint  Stephen's.  Saint  Stephen's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  about 
 ,  1841,  dissolved  Nov.  9,  1872. 

Sandemanian  — 

Sandemanian.    Sandemanian  Society,  ,  1764,  dissolved  about  1823.' 

Unitarian  — 

Brattle  Square.  Church  in  Brattle  Square,  Dec.  12,  1698.  Brattle 
Street  Society.  Proprietors  of  the  Church  in  Brattle  Square, 
inc.  Feb.  13, 1822. 

BuLFiNCii  Street.  First  Restoration  Church,-  dissolved  in  1863  ;  Bul- 
finch  Street  Church*  May  2,  1823.  Bulpich  Street  Society ,=» 
inc.  April  17,  1838;  Central  Univcrsalist  Society  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  inc.  Jan.  21, 1823. 

HOLLis  Street.  Ilollis  Street  Church,"  Jan.  21,  1730;  inc.  Feb.  14, 
1884.  Proprietors  of  the  Meeting  House  in  Mollis  Street,  inc. 
Mar.  4, 1809. 

Indiana  Street.    Indiana  Street  Church,^  ,  1845,  merged  in  the 

Church  of  the  Disciples  about  1856. 

New  North.  New  North  Church,*  May  5,  1714.  Members  of  the  New 
North  Society  in  the  toivn  of  Boston,  inc.  June  22, 1803,  so- 
ciety dissolved  Nov.  6,  1884. 

Saviour.    Church  of  the  Saviour,^  ,  1845,  united  with  the  Second 

Church  in  1863. 

Suffolk  Street.    Suffolk  Street  Unitarian  Chapel,^  Oct.  29,  1837. 

Thirteenth.  Thirteenth  Comireciational  Church  in  the  City  of  Boston,^ 
inc.  Mar.  22,  1828,  dissolved  soon  after  1858;  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Purchase  Street  in  the  Citu  of  Boston,  , 

1825  ;  inc.  June  18, 1825. 

Twelfth.  Twelfth  Congregational  Church,*  ^^^n.  28, 1825  ;  Chambers 
Street  Church.  Tanilfth  Congregational  Society  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  inc.  June  14, 1823,  dissolved  Mar.  5,  1863. 

Twenty-Eighth.  Twenty-Eighth  Congregational  Society  in  Boston, 
installation  Jan.  4,  1846,  dissolved  in  1888.  Society  at  the 
Melodeon. 

West.  West  Church,  Jan.  3,  1737.  West  Boston  Society,  inc.  Mar.  7, 
1806,  not  legally  dissolved. 


»  Bnildinr^  located  at  first  near  the  mill  pond  ;  later  in  the  rear  of  Middle  Street, 
a  So  called  in  the  records  from  ISIJG  to  1813. 
8  Originally  Uiuversalist. 

*  Not  legally  dissolved.  Congregation  merged  in  tlio  South  Congregational  So- 
ciety, Oct.  -,  1887. 

*  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Fox's.  «  Rev.  George  Ripley's. 
«  Rev.  Robert  C.  Watcrston's.  »  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett's. 
7  Kcv.  John  T.  Sargent's. 
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Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Church*  about  1784,  dissolved  May  29,  1864; 

Fifth  Universalist  Church,  July  27,  1837.  First  Universalist 
Society  in  Boston,  inc.  Mar.  8,  i6'(96',  dissolved  July  25,  1864; 
Fifth  Universalist  Socicti/,  Jan.  10,  1836 ;  inc.  Mar.  16,  1838, 
united  with  the  Church  of  the  i^aternity. 

Paternity.  Church  of  the  Paternity,  Mar.  22,  1859,  united  with  the 
Fifth  Universalist.  Proprietors  of  the  Church  of  the  Faternitij, 
inc.  Mar.  7, 1831). 


ClIARLESTOWN. 

Baptist  — 

Charlestown.    "  A  Baptist  Church^''  ,  1809,  dissolved  in  1823. 

High  Street.   Hij^h  Street  Baptist  Church,  ,  1845,  dissolved  by 

1863;  Monument  Square  Baptist  Church,  A])ril  22,  1844. 
Fro'prictors  of  the  High  Street  Baptist  Meeting  House,  July 
22,1845. 

Congreg-ational  — 
Bethesda.    Bethesda  CVtwrc/i,  Feb.  10, 1847,  dissolved  in  1849.  Bethesda 
Paris! I. 

Dorchester. 

Congregational  — 
Neponset.    Neponset  Church,  Mar.  27, 1845,  dissolved  in  1859. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Howard  Avenue.  Howard  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1876,  dissolved  in  1888. 

Universalist  — 
Dorchester.   A  church,  about  1837. 

Saint  John's.  Saint  John's  Church.  The  Saint  John's  Universalist 
Parish  in  l^orchester.  Mar  15,  1876,  dissolved  May  6,  1887. 
Dorchester  Universalist  Society,  May  13, 1873. 


East  Boston. 
Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Carpenter.    Church  of  the  Carpenter,  ,  1892,  dissolved  in  1895. 


ROXBURY. 

Baptist  — 

Tabernacle.    Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  ,  1873,  dissolved  in  1877. 

Tremont  Street.    Tremont  Baptist  Church,  ,  1845,  dissolved  in 

1866. 

Free  Baptist— 

Freewill.   Roxbury  Freewill  Baptist  Church,  ,  1842,  dissolved  in 

1854. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Ruggles  Stkket.    Ru;!:^dos  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  , 

1869,  dissolved  about  1885. 
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South  Boston. 

Congregational  — 
E  Street.    E  Street  Socicfi/,  ,  1861,  dissolved  in  1885. 

Payson.    Payson  Chnrch,  Jul}^  16, 1845,  merged  in  the  E  Street  Congre- 
gational, Mar.  21,  1860. 

Unity.    Cto'cA  of  the  Unity,  Oct.  11,  1857. 


BOURNE. 

Congregational  — 
Monument.    Monument  Church*  July  9,  1883.    District  Parish,  Feb. 

25,  1818;  Pocasset  Parish.  Second  Precinct  in  Sandwich, 
 ,  1772. 


Methodist  Protestant  — 
Pocasset.    Methodist  Protestant  Church*  ,  1852. 


BOXBOROUGH. 

Congregational  — 
BoxBOKOUGii.    Congregational  Church,  April  29,  1784. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Harvard  and  Boxborougii.    Harvard  and  Boxborough  Methodist 
Episcopal  Sociciij,  about  1810,  removed  to  Harvard  and  dis- 
solved in  1843. 


Universalist  — 

Boxborougii.    Universalist  Church,  May  12, 1829,  dissolved  about  1850. 


BOXFORD. 

Congregational  — 
Third.    Third  Congregational  (-hurch.    Third  Conirregational  Society* 
April  9, 1824,  dissolved  April  29,  1834. 


BOYLSTON. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    Unitarian  Church,  June  22,  1825.    Fir,'<t  Unitarian  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Boylston,  inc.  Feb.  21, 1834. 


BRAINTREE. 

Baptist  — 
First.   First  Baptist  Church. 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Church. 


BREWSTER. 
Wesley  an  Methodist  — 
First.    First  Wcsleyan  ISIcthodist  Church.    First  Weslci/an  Methodist 
Society  in  Jircinsicr,  ma.  Mar.  7,  1845 ;  First  Kelbrnied 
Methodist  Society  in  Brewster. 
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B  R I M  F I E  L  D  . 

United  Brethren  — 
West  Bkimfield.    West  Brimlield  Church,  ,  1S56. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
East  Bkimfield.    East  Brimlield  (.Viw/r//,  July  2-3,  1869. 

BROCKTON. 

Baptist  — 

NOKTii  BitiDGEWATEK.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1850. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.    Unitarian  Church.    8ccond  Congregational  Society  in  (he  town 
of  North  Bridgewater,'^  Aug.  15,  1825,  inc.  June  IS,  1825. 
'    Proprietor of  the  Second  Congregational  Electing  House  in 
North  Bridgewater,  July  1837. 

Universalist  — 
Disciples.    Church  of  the  Disciples,  ,  1858. 


BROOKFIELD. 
Methodist  Episcopal — 

East  Bkookfield.    East  Brooklield  Methodist  Episcoi3al  Church.,  , 

1865. 

Universalist— 

Brookfield.    Universalisl  Society  of  Western  and  Brool^field,  inc.  June 

19^  1819 ;  Second  Universalist  Society,  ,  1819  ;  dissolved 

in  1846. 

BUCKLAND. 

Baptist  — 

Buckland.    Baptist  Church,  Isov.  21,  1828. 


CAMBRIDGE. 

Baptist— 

Cambridge.    Baptist  Church,  April  24,  1751. 

Congregational  — 
East  Cambridge.  East  Cambridge  Evangelical  Congregational  Church, 
Sept.  8,  1812,  dissolvetl  Sept.  8,  187G.    East  Cambridge  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Society,  July  2,  1812,  dissolved  Oct.  2, 
1876. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,*  Mar.  10,  1842,  dissolved  Oct. 
3,  1865. 

Unitarian  — 

Allen  Street.   Allen  Street  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  8, 1851,  united 
with  the  Universalist  in  1809. 

Cambridgerort.    Unitarian  Cliurch,  July  4,  1809,  dissolved  in  1885. 

The  Cambridge  Port  Parish,  .Mar.  21,  180S,  inc.  Mar.  1, 1S08, 
dissolved  June  15, 18S5.  Tlir  ('a)nbridge  Port  Meeting  House 
Corporation,  inc.  June  Id,  180 o. 
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Unitarian  —  Con. 

Lee  Street.    Lee  Street  Chnrch,  Sept.  7,  1846,  merged  in  the  Third 
Congregational  ISociciy  in  1885. 


CANTON. 
Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Canton.   Protestant  IDpiscopal  Church. 


C  n  A  R  L  E  M  O  N  T  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church,  Sept.     1767,  dissolved  April  15, 
1785. 

Unitarian  — 

Charlemont.    Independent  Congregational  Socicti/,  Mar.  -,  1825,  dis- 
solved July  27,  1869. 


CHARLTON. 

Baptist  — 

Anabaptist.  Anabaptist  Church  and  Socicl//,  organized  in  Spencer 
July  13,  1762  and  removed  to  Charlton  in  1773.  2'hc  First 
Baptist  Society  in  Charlton,  inc.  Mar.  9, 1804. 

North  Side.  North  Side  Baptist  Church,  July    1762,  dissolved  in  1837. 

Undenominational  — 

Second.    Second  Religious  Society  in  Charlton,  ,  1801,  dissolved  in 

1817. 

Unitarian  — 

Charlton.   Unitarian  Church  and  Society,  ,  1827,  dissolved  in  1831. 


CHATHAM. 

Congregational  — 
Chatham.    Congregational  Church,*  ,  1720,  dissolved  in  1869. 


CHELSEA. 

Congregational  — 
Plymouth.   Plymouth  Church,  Jan.  7, 1857. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Broadway.    Broadway  Church. 

Saint  Andrew's.  Saint  Andrew's  Church  in  Chelsea,  inc.  Mar.  7, 
1859. 

CHESHIRE. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church,  ,  1799. 

Pork  Lane.  First  Laneshorough  Baptist  Church,  Sept.  21,  1771,  dis- 
solved before  1800. 

Stafford's  Hill.  Staftbrd\s  Hill  Ba])tist  rA,^/;rA,  united  with  the  Third 
Bai)tist  Churchy  Mar.  6,  1834;  First  Baptist  Chun-h  in  Adams; 
First  Baptist  Church  in  New  Provid(>uce,  Aug.  28,  1769. 
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CHESTER. 

Baptist  — 

Chester.   Baptist  Church,  ,  1812.    The  Baptist  and  Independent 

Society  in  Chester,  inc.  Feb.  26,  ISll. 


CHESTERFIELD. 

Free  Baptist  — 

Liberal.  First  Liljcrcal  liaptist  Soeiety  of  Chesterfield,*  ,  1825,  dis- 
solved since  1879. 

CHICOPEE. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
CnicorEE.  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  about  1825,  dissolved  since  1879. 

Second  Advent  — 

Second  Advent.    Second  Advent  Church,  ,  1870,  dissolved  in  1879. 

Universalist— 

First,  Universalist  Church,  Oct.  20,  1840.  First  Universalist  Society 
in  Chicopee,  Feb.  27,  1(S;35  ;  inc.  May  4, 185^i  ;  First  Univer- 
salist Society  i}i  Cabotville  in  the  town  of  Springjicld. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
Church.   Nov.  1,  1800. 

CHILMARK. 

Congregational  — 
Chilmark.    Congregational  Church,  ,  1700,  dissolved  in  1893. 


CONCORD. 

Congregational  — 
West.   West  Church,  Dec.  12,  1745,  dissolved  about  1759. 

Universalist  — 

Concord.   Universalist  Church,  Dec.  29,  1838,  dissolved  April  9,  1852. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
A  society.  Mar.  22,  1733. 


CUMMINGTON.  . 

Baptist  — 

CuMMiNGTON.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1821. 

Congregational— 

First.   First  Congrcirati on al  r'/i7/?r/i  in  Cumrainirton,  July  7, 1779.  First 
Congregational  Society,*  dissolved  rJuly  21,  l.s.'M. 

Windsor  Bush.    Windsor  Bush  Church,  Sept.  20,  1840. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
CUMMINGTON.    Mcthodist  Episcopal  Church,*  ,  1818. 
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DANA. 

Baptist  — 

Dana.    Baptist  Chitrch,  dissolved  June  19,  1839. 

Congregational  — 

Dajsta.    Evangelical  Church  at  Storrsville,  ,  1832,  dissolved  in  1852. 

Evangelical  Socieitj  at  Storrsville. 


DARTMOUTH. 

Baptist  — 

South  Dartmouth.    Baptist  Church,  South  Dartmouth,  June  2,  1781. 


D  E  D  H  A  JM  . 

Unitarian  — 
Dedham.    Unitarian  Church,  Oct.  29,  1818. 


DEER  F I  E  L  D  . 

Baptist— 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  of  Shelburno  and  Deerfield,  Feb. 

26,  1787.  First  Baptist  HockUj  in  Deerfield,  Mar.  25,  1833, 
dissolved  b}^  vote  Feb.  20,  1834.' 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Societii  in  Deerfield;  Congregational  Baptist 
Society  of  Deerfield,  Nov.  25,  1823.- 

Congregational — 
Monument.   jMonument  Church,  Jan.  25, 1849,  reunited  with  the  Second 
church  Sept.  26,  1865. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Deerfield.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1843. 


DENNIS. 

Congregational  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  4,  1829 ;  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Yarmouth.    Ectst  Precinct  in  Yarmouth,  inc. 
June  27, 1722. 

North.    North  Church  in  Dennis,  ,  1727.    A  RcUgiouts  Society,  inc. 

Ju7ie  27, 1798. 

Universalist  — 
South  Dennis.    South  Dennis  Universalist  Chui'ch, 

Wesleyan  — 
Dennis.   Wesleyan  Church. 


DOUGLAS. 
Denomination  Unknown  — 
A  Church. 


'  A  council  decided  in  June  ISiil  t!i;i,t  it  was  not  dissolved. 
«  First  and  Second  united  about  iy;iU. 
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DUDLEY. 

Baptist  — 
Dudley.   Baptist  Church,  ,  1744. 

Dudley.    Baptist  Church,  May  5,  1775. 

Dudley.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1798. 

Universalist  — 
Dudley.    Universalist  Church,  May  9,  1829. 


DUNSTABLE. 

Unitarian  — 
Dunstable.   Unitarian  Church,  ,  1830. 

DUXBURY, 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
DuxBURY.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church: 

-  Universalist  — 
FlKST.    Fii'st  Univcrsalii^t  Society  in  Duxbury,  inc.  Jmie  20, 1826. 

EAST  BRIDGEWATER. 
Congregational  — 
East  Bridge wateu.    Trinitarian  Church  in  East  Bridgewater,*  Nov. 

14,  1849.  Trinitarian  Congregational  Socielij  of  East  13ridge- 
water,  Nov.  14,  1849. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
NORTiiviLLE.    Northville  iVIethodist  Episcopal  Church,*  about  1849,  dis- 
solved about  1800.    South  Abington  Mission. 

Methodist  Protestant  — 
Satucket.    Satucket  Church,  Feb.  25,  1843,  dissolved  soon  after  1849. 

Universalist  — 

First.   Universalist  Church.    First  Universalist  Society  in  East  Bridge- 
water,   ,  1834,  dissolved  in  1857. 


EASTON. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Washington  Street.    AVashington  Street  Church,  —  -,  1795.  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  tiocicly,  dissolved  since  1885. 

Unitarian  — 
Easton.    Unitarian  Church,  ,  1840. 


EGREMONT. 

Congregational  — 
Egremont.    Congregational  Church,  Feb.       1770,  dissolved  in  1814. 
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ERVING. 

Baptist  — 

Erving.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1835,  dissolved  in  1839. 

FiKST.    First  Bai)tist  Church  of  Erving,  Sept.  4,  1880,  dissolved  about 
1886. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  of  Erving,*  Aug.  22,  1859 ; 
dissolved  Mar.  1,  1871. 

Universalist  — 

Erving.    Universalist  Church,  ,  1836,  dissolved  in  1848. 


ESSEX. 

Christian  — 

Essex.    Christian  Society*  —     1802,  dissolved  in  1807. 


EVERETT. 

Congregational  — 
WiNTiiROP.    Winthrop  Congregational  Church,  IMar.  16,  1848,  dissolved 
Oct.  31,  1861 ;  Chapel  Congregational  Church  of  South  Miil- 
den,  ,  1859,  dissolved  Oct.  31,  1861. 


FAIRIIA  VEN. 

Congregational  — 
Centre.    Centre  Congregational  Church,  ,  1840,  dissolved  in  1848. 

Third.    Third  Congregational  Church,  ,  1811,  united  with  the  Sec- 
ond about  1820. 


FALL  RIVER. 

Universalist  — 
Fall  River.    Universalist  Church,  dissolved  in  1850. 


Denomination  Unknown  — 
Bible  Union  Church. 


F  A  L  ]M  O  U  T  H  . 

Universalist  — 

First.    First   Uniccrsalisl  Society       Fuhnouth,  inc.  Mar.  12,  180S. 
First  Par  is] L  in  F  al  mouth,  —  ,1798. 


FITCIIBURG. 

Baptist  — 

First.    Tlie  First  Baptist  Society  in  Ashby  ami  Fitchbury,  inc.  June  11, 
1810. 


Congregational  — 
Third.    Third  Church,  Jan.  26,  1843. 
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FLORIDA. 

Christian  — 
Florida.    Christian  Church,  ,  1835. 

Congregation  al  — 
Florida.    Congregational  Church,  Aug.  4,  1814,  dissolved  in  1831, 

Universalist — 
Florida.    Universalist  Church,  ,  1830. 


FRAMINGHAM. 

Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Church,  ,  1746. 

Universalist  — 

Framingiiam.    Universalist  Church.    Universalist  Society,  Nov.  -,  1829 


FREETOWN. 

Baptist  — 

Third.   Third  Baptist  Church,  ,  1775. 

Congregational  — 
Freetown.    Congregational  Church,  ,  1747,  dissolved  1775. 


GARDNER. 

Congregational  — 
Gardner.    Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  June  25,  1830,  united 
with  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  18G7. 


GEORGETOWN. 

Free  Baptist  — 
Georgetown.   Free  Baptist  Church. 

Undenominational  — 
Union.   Union  Society. 

Universalist  — 
Georgetown.   Universalist  Church,*  ,  1829. 


GLOUCESTER. 

Congregational  — 
Fourth.    Fourth  Church  in  Gloucester,  Oct.  27,  1743.    Fourth  Parish 
in  Gloucester,  inc.  Dec.  IT),  1742.^ 

Universalist  — 

Independent.    ln(lc{)eiulcnt  Universalist  Church.    Independent  Uni- 
versalist Sdi'ictii*  in  (;ioucestcr,  April  G,  1839. 


Preacbiug  ceaacd  soon  after  1782 ;  oigauizatiou  kept  up  some  years  later. 
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GOSHEN. 

Baptist  — 

Goshen.    Baptist  Church.    Baptist  Society*  about  1809,  dissolved  soon 
after  1812. 

Congregational  — 
Goshen.    CongTegatioiial  Church,  ,  1819. 


GRAFTON. 

Baptist  — 

Grafton.  Baptist  ChvrcJi,  dissolved  INIar.  20,  1751. 
Grafton.   Baptist  Church,  dissolved  in  17G7. 


GRANBY. 

Congregational  — 
West.    West  Church  in  (Jranby,  Oct.  10,  1821.    Wc><l  T^cVKjiom  Society 
in  Grctubji*  inc.  J(ui.  ;7,  1S21.    Second  Parish  in  (iranhy, 
inc.  Mar.  25, 18'.i4.    Second  Religious  Sociely  in  Granby. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Granby.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1850. 


GRANVILLE. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Granville.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

TJniversalist — 

Granville.   Universalist  Church,  ,  1863,  dissolved  in  1879. 


GREAT  BARRINGTON. 

Baptist— 

Great  Barrington.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1792.    First  Baptist  Society 

in  Great  Barrington,  inc.  June  23, 1802. 


GROTON. 

Presbyterian  — 

Groton.    Presbyterian  Church.    Presbyterian  Parish,  about  1775,  inc. 
Nov.  19,17SS. 


GROVELAND. 

Baptist  - 

Groveland.    Baptist  Cliurrh  of  Grovehmd,  Oct.  5,  1866.    First  Baptist 
Society  of  Groveland  IMar.  27,  1806. 

Congregational  — 
Independent.    lnd(^])endeiit  (^ongrci^atioual  Church.   Independent  Con- 
gregational Society,  ,  IS,')2,  dissolved  in  18()5.  Trustees 

of  the  First  Indejtoident  Church  in  UrovelanU,  inc.  Mui/  1 1, 
1853, 
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HADLEY. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hadlfa'.   Methodist  Church.    Methodist  Society. 


HANCOCK 

Baptist  — 
Second.    Second  Baptist  Church. 


HANSON. 

Universalist  — 

FiusT.    Universalist  Church.    Fir^t  Universal ist  ^oaieij  in  Hanson,  mc. 
Mar.  31,  IS 34. 


HARDAYICK. 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.    First  BajUist  Society  in  Ilardnnck,  inc.  Feb.  3, 1S16. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hakdwick.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Unitarian  — 
First.   First  Congregational  Church,  ,  1828. 

Universalist  — 

First.   Universalist  Church.    Fi?'st  Universalist  Society  in  Ilardwick, 
inc.  June  12, 1824. 


HARVARD. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Harvard  and  Box  ijoki  )UGii.  Harvard  and  BoxlDoroiigh  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Society,*  dissolved  in  184:3. 

Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church  of  Christ  in  Harvard,*  Dec.  28,  1845. 

Second  Universalist  Society  in  Harvard,  Mar.  29,  1830,  dis- 
solved Oct.  G,  1806. 


HARWICH. 
Reformed  Methodist  — 
Harwicil    Reformed  :\[et]io(list  Churrh,  ,  1820.    The  First  Metho- 
dist Society  in  Harwich,  mc.  Mar.  1,  1S09. 

Separatist  — 
Harwich.    Separatist  Church. 


Wesloyan  Methodist  — 
Hahwicii.    Wesleyan  iNlethodist  Cliurch,  ,  1815. 
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HAVERHILL. 

Congregational  — 
Winter  Stkeet.   Winter  Street  Church,  ]\[aj  -,  1858,  dissolved  June 
25,  18G0.    Union  Evangelical  Church  of  llaverliill,  May  15, 
1839. 

Evangelical  — 
Haveuiiill.   Free  Evangelical  Church,  May  -,  1858. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
IIavekiiill.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1837,  dissolved  in  1844. 


HEATH. 

Baptist  — 

Heath.   Baptist  Church,  Sept.  9,  1801,  dissolved  Sept.  8,  1804. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  in  Heath,  ]\Iar.  21,  1785. 
Trinity  Congregational  Parish,  Mar.  21,  1785. 

Second.   Second  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  8, 1844,  dissolved  in  1846. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Heath.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April  -,  1859. 

Unitarian  — 
Heath.   Unitarian  Church,  ,  1825. 


HINSDALE. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Hinsdale.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1806. 


HOLBROOK. 

Baptist- 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Society  in  Randolph,  inc.  April  9, 1836. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

First.   Methodist  Episcopal  ( 'hurch,  ,  1832,  dissolved  in  1836.  First 

Methodist  Episcopal  Society  iii  Randolph,  inc.  Feb.  20, 1833. 


HOLLAND. 

Baptist  — 

Holland.    Baptist  Church,  June  25,  1817.    First  Baptist  Society  in  the 
District  of  Holland,  inc.  Feb.  14, 1822. 


H  O  L  L  I  S  T  O  N  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
HOLLiSTON.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1831. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Our  Redee.mku.    Church  of  Our  Redeemer,  inc.  Feb.  15,  1S65, 
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HOLYOKE. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Tkinity.    Trinity  C/mrch,  Dec.  24,  1849,  dissolved  April  29,  1850. 


HOPKINTON 

Presbyterian  — 
HOPKINTON.    Presbyterian  Church,  ,  1734. 


HUBBARDSTON. 

Congregational  — 

First.    First  Restoration  Society  in  Hubbardston,  ,  1821,  dissolved 

May  1,  1826. 

HULL. 

Christian  — 
Hull.   Christian  Church,  1803,  dissolved  1805. 

Congregational  — 
Hull.    Church  in  Hull,  ,  1644. 


IPSWICH. 

Baptist— 

First.    The  First  Baptist  Society  in  Ipswich,  ,  1806  ;  inc.  June  16, 

1817. 

Congregational  — 
Fourth.    Fourth  Church  in  Ipswich,  May  22,  1746.    Sixth  Parish  in 
Ipswich,  Dec.  8.  1752.» 

Unitarian  — 

Ipswich.   Unitarian  Church,  ,  1830,  dissolved  in  1837. 


LAKEVILLE. 

Baptist  — 

Central.  Central  Baptist  Chvrch*  Lakeville ;  United  Brethren  Church, 
Aug.  19, 1800  ;  Second  Baptist  Church,  Middleborou^-h  ;  Fourth 
Calvinistic  Baptist  Church,  Middleborough,  ,  1793. 

Separatist  — 

Lakeville.    Separatist  Church,  ,  1751,  dissolved  in  1756 


LANCASTER. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Universalist  f%^//r//.*    First  Universalist  .Soc/e///,  Mar.  7,  1838, 
dissolved  soon  after  1S4S. 


»  The  Fourth  Church  united  witli  the  Second  Church,  and  the  Sixth  Parish  united 
with  the  Second  Tarijli,  Oct.  2G,  1771. 
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LAWRENCE. 

Congregational  — 
Central.    Central  Congregational  Church,  Dec.  25, 1849.   Central  Con- 
gregational Socielt/.*' 

Eliot.    Eliot  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  25,  1865.    Eliot  Congrega- 
tional rarit<h. 

Lowell  Street.    Lowell  Street  Congregational  CJmrch,  dissolved  in 
1871;  Free  Congregational  Church.. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Trinity  iMetliodist  Church,  ,  1873. 


LEE. 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lee.   African  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Free  Baptist  — 
Lee.   First  Freewill  Baptist  Church,  ,  1844. 

LEICESTER. 

Baptist  — 

Leicester.   Anabaptist  Church,  ,  1791. 

Wesleyan  Methodist  — 
Leicester.    Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.* 

LENOX. 

Baptist  — 
Lenox.   Baptist  Church. 

LEOMINSTER. 

Baptist  - 

Leominster.    Baptist  Church,  April  30,  1824,  dissolved  Oct.  27, 1849. 


LEVERETT. 

Free  Baptist  — 

Leverett.    Freewill  Baptist  Church  of  Leverett  and  Shutesbiiry, 
July  -,  1835,  reorganized  July  3,  1841. 

Unitarian  — 
Leverett.    Unitarian  Church,  about  1835. 

Universalist— 

First.    First  Univermlisl  Society  m  Leverett,  inc.  Ju?ie  12, 1818,  dis- 
solved in  1832. 


LEXINGTON. 

Unitarian  — 

Second.  Second  Comircjjdtlonal  Society,  al)ont  1845,  united  with  the 
First  Universalist  Hovichj  to  form  tlie  Church  oi' the  Redeemer. 
The  Christian  Association,  between  1835  and  1831). 
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Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Society  in  Lexington,  ,  1845,  united  with 

the  Second  Cong-regational  Society  to  form  the  Church  of  the 
Redeemer. 

LEYDEN. 

Baptist  — 

Leyden.    Baptist  Cliurch,  July  o,  1780,  dissolved  in  1830.    Baptist  So- 
ciety, inc.  Mar.  6',  ISO 3. 

Universalist  — 

Leyden.    Universalist  Church,  ,  1830,  dissolved  in  1832. 

Wesleyan  Methodist  — 
Leyden.    AVesleyan  JNIethodist  Church,  ,  1842,  dissolved  in  18G6. 


LINCOLN. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lincoln.   IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1798. 

LITTLETON. 

Universalist  — 

Littleton.    Universalist  Society,  ,  1830,  dissolved  in  1847. 

LOAYELL. 

Baptist  — 

Centual.    Central  Baptist  Church,  ,  1850. 

Third.    Third  Baptist  Church,  ,  1840,  dissolved  in  1862. 

Congregational  — 
Third.    Third  Congregational  Chiirch,  July  2,  1832.    Proprietors  of  the 
Third  Congregational  Meeting  House  1)1  Lowell,  inc.  Mar.  10, 
1832. 

Free  Baptist  — 
Lowell.    Freewill  Baptist  Church,  ,  1834. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
HuRD  Sreet.    Ilurd  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1826. 

Second.    Second  jMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1831. 

Presbyterian  — 
Lowell.    Presbyterian  Church. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Luke's.    Saint  Luke's  f'hnrch,  —  -,  1842,  dissolved  in  1844. 

Proprietors  of  St.  Luke's  Church  in  Lowell,  inc.  Feb.  25, 
1842. 

Second  Advent  — 
Christ.    Ciirist  Church,  ,  1846. 

Second  Advent.   Second  Advent  Church,  ,  1842. 
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■  Unitarian  — 

NOKTii.    North  Congre<;ational   Cliurch  of  Chelmsford,  —  -,  1824. 

Prolcstaid  [Juildruin,  Society.  Proprietors  of  Uie  Second  Co/t- 
grccjati<))i(il  jNIeeting- House  in  Chehn.ford,  inc.  Feb.  3,  Ib'i^l. 

Pilgrim's.    Chiwch  of  the  rilgriras,  Aug.  2,  1845.    Pi^opriclors  of  tlie 
Lee  Street  Chiirck  m  Lowell,  inc.  April  9,  1849. 


Universalist  — 

Thiki).    Third  Universalist   ,1843.  Proprietors  o/ ^/^e  Third 

Universali.^L  Meeting  House  in  Lowell,  inc.  Mar.  22, 1843. 


LUDLOW. 

Congregational  — 
Jacksonville.   Jacksonville  Church,  Jan.  G,  1847. 


LUNENBURG . 

Unitarian  — 
LuNENBUKG.    Unitarian  Chureh,  May  15,  1728. 


LYNN. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 

Christ.  WavdenH,  Yestrii,  and  Proprietors  of  Christ  Church  in  Lynn, 
Jan.  27,  1819;  inc.  April  14,  1838,  succeeded  by  Saint 
Stephen's  Church  in  1841. 


LYNNFIELD. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Lynnfield.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,*  ,  1816. 


M  A  L  D  E  N  . 

Congreg-ational  — 
South.    South  Church,  Sept.  4,  1735.'    South  Vrccincl,  dissolved  Dec. 
24,  1737. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Gra.ce.    Grace  Church,  May  12,  18(32,  dissolution  legalized  I\Iar.  31, 1870. 

Saint  Paul's.    Saint  Paul's  Church,  April  22, 18G7,  dissolution  legalized 
Mar.  31,  1870. 

MANSFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
Mansfield.    Congregational  Church,  Feb.  23,  1737. 


MARBLEIIEAD. 

Congreg-ational  — 
Third.    Third  Con<iregational  Church,*  ,  1859,  dissolved  in  1877. 


»  The  North  and  South  Churches  voted  to  bo    one  l)ody  "  Mar.  2.').  1792. 
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MARION. 

Methodist  Protestant  — 
Marion..  Methodist  Protestant  Church*  about  1833. 


MARLBOROUGH. 

Universalist  — 

Marlbokougii.    Universalist  Church,  April  1, 1833.    First  Universalist 
Society  in  Marlborough,  inc.  Feb.  10,  1821:. 


MARSHFIKLD. 
Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Maksiifield.    Ejnscojml  Frotcstdut  Society  in  Marshfidd^  inc.  June  9, 
1790. 

MASIIPEE. 

Congregational  — 
Mashpee.    Congregational  Church,  Aug.  17,  1670. 


MATTAPOISETT. 

Baptist  — 
MATTAPOISETT.    Baptist  Church. 


M  E  D  F  O  R  D  . 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  united  with  the  Mystic 
Church  and  Hocicty. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church,  Oct.  2,  1822,  dissolved  April 
9,  1875.  Second  Comjrcjjdtvmal  Society  in  Mcdford,  inc.  Feb. 
21^  1824.,  united  with  the  Mystic  Church  and  Society. 


MEDWAY. 

Unitarian  — 

East.    Unitarian  Church  in  the  East  Parish,  ,  1810 ;  East  Church, 

Nov.  -,  1715. 

Universalist  — 
Med  WAY.   Universalist  Church. 


M  E  N  D  O  N  . 

Congregational  — 
Mendon.   Evangelical  Church  *  and  Society  in  Mendon,  Aug.  13,  1828. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Mendon.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  about  1835. 


METIIUEN. 

Baptist  — 

Metiiuen.    Bapti-st  Church,  ^May  30,  1756. 
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Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Church  of  Christ  in  Metlmen,  April  16,  1766,  united 
with  the  First  Church,  April  16,  1817.    Second  Fdrish  in 

Methuen,  ,  1766;  inc.  Feb.  28,  1807,  dissolved  in  1816. 

"  A  separate  Parish,''''  inc.  Jan.  25,  1799. 


MILFORD. 

Baptist  — 

South  JVIilfokd.    South  Milford  Baptist  Church*  ,  1846. 


MILLBURY. 

Congregational  — 
West  Millhury.    Congregational  Church  in  West  Millbury.  West 
Millbury  Congregational  Society,  May  23,  1837,  dissolved 
Dec.  28, 1857. 

MONROE. 

Unlversalist  — 

Monroe.    Universalist  Chiirch,  ,  1810.    Universalist  Society. 


MONSON. 

Baptist  — 

MONSON.    Monson  and  AVilbraham  Baptist  Church,  ,  1768.  First 

Baptist  Society,  Sept.  13,  1811. 


MONTAGUE. 
Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Montague.    Episcopal  Church,  July  13,  1815,  dissolved  in  1845. 

Unitarian  — 
Montague.   Unitarian  Church,  Nov.  4, 1828. 


MONTGOMERY. 

Baptist— 

Montgomery.    Baptist  Society  in  Montgomery,  mo..  Feb.  15, 1825. 

Congregational  — 
Montgomery.    Congregational  Church,  — ,  1797,  dissolved  in  1868. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Montgomery.   Methodist  P^piscopal  Church,  about  1849,  dissolved  in 
1878. 

MOUNT  WASHINGTON. 
Congregational  — 
Mount  Washington.    Congregational  Church,*  Oct.  (>,  1831. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Mount  Washington.    Metliodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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NANTUCKET. 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Nantucket.    African  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch  in  Nantucket^  inc. 
Mar.  4, 1835. 

Baptist  — 

Pleasant  Street.   Pleasant  Street  Church.* 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Nantucket.    Trustees  of  the  Scco?ul  Methodist  Ejnscojyal  Church  in 
Nantiicket,  inc.  Feb.  14, 1846. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Trinity.    Wardens.,  Vestry  and  Proprietors  of  Trinity  Church  in  Nan- 
tucket, inc.  Ajyril  J,  1839. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Projwietors  of  the  First  Universalist  Church  in  Nantucket.,  inc. 
Ja7i,  20, 1827. 

NATICK. 

Cong-regational  — 
English  and  Indian.    En^^lish  and  Indian  Church,  Dec.  3,  1729,  dis- 
solved about  1752. 

English  and  Indian.    English  and  Indian  Church,  Mar.  -,  1753,  dis- 
solved about  1803. 

Indian.   Indian  Church,  ,  16G0,  dissolved  soon  after  1698. 

Universalist  — 

Natick.    Universalist  Church.    First  Universalist  Parish  in  Natick, 
Sept.  20,  1879. 

NEEDHAM. 

Baptist  — 

Needham.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1784. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Neediiam.    Methodist  Episcopal   Church,  building  erected  in  1799; 
church  dissolved  about  18G0. 


NEW  BEDFORD. 

Christian  — 
African.    African  Christian  Church,  ,  1826. 

TnuiD.    Third  Christian  Church,  ,  1840. 

Congregational  - 

Pacific.    Pacific  Con<i;regational  Church,  Oct.  8,  1844,  dissolved  April 
17,  1878. 

Free  Baptist— 

NEvyr  Bedford.    Freewill  Jiaptist  Church,  after  1840,  dissolved  , 

1859. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Mount  Pleasant.    ;Mount  Pleasant  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  April 
19,  1854,  dissolved  about  1858.    Organized  as  a  Free  Church 
about  1851. 

Undenominational  -  ■ 
Cannonville.    Cannonville  Union  Churchy  about  1840,  dissolved  April 
-,  1853. 

Centre.   Centre  Churchy  Feb.  12,  1845,  dissolved  in  1854. 

Universalist  — 
New  Bedford.   A  Universalist  ISocictij^  Jan.  6, 1834. 


NEAVBURY. 

Baptist— 

First.   First  Bajitist  Churchy  ,  1811. 

Congregational  — 
Fourth.    Fourth  Congregational  Church*  Nov.  2,  1832,  dissolved  in 
1846. 

NEWBURYPORT. 

Baptist  — 

Congress  Street.  Congress  Street  Baptist  Chiirch;  Baptist  Church 
of  Newbury  and  Newburyport ;  First  Baptist  Church  of  New- 
bury,  ,  1681.    Bapiisl  Society  of  Xetfhur<j  and  Neicburij- 

port,  inc.  Feb.  26,  1811.  The  Proprietors  o/  the  Meeting 
House  of  the  First  Baptist  Society  in  NcLvburyjiort,  inc.  Mar. 
4, 1808. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church,  —  1846.  Green  Street  Baptist 
Church. 


Christian  — 

Court  Street.    Court  Street  Christian  Church,  about  1840,  existing  in 
1878. 


Congregational  — 
Fifth.    Fifth  Church  in  Newbury,  July  22,  1762.    Fifth  Parish  in  New- 
bury, April  17,  1761. 

Second  Advent  — 

Newburyport.    Second  Advent  Church,  ,  1846,  dissolved  Feb.  12, 

1890. 

NEW  SALEM. 

Baptist— 

New  Salem.  New  Salem  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  24,  1772 ;  New  Salem 
and  Prcscott  Baptist  Church.  The  Baptist  Society  in  Nciv 
Salem,  inc.  lUar.  8, 1803,  dissolved  before  1878. 

Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  Nov.  10,  1824,  dissolved  in 
1853, 
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Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North.    North  New  Salem  Church,  ,  1829. 

Universalist  — 
New  Salem.   Universalist  Church,  Oct.  5, 1835. 


NEWTON. 

Congregational  — 
North.    North  Evangelical  Church,  June  2,  1861. 

Unitarian  — 

Chestnut  Hill.   Chestnut  Hill  Chcvpel,  ,  1861. 

FmST.    First  Religious  Socicf  f/,  ,  1827,  dissolved  in  1832 ;  Upper 

Falls  Ilcligious  Society,  inc.  Mar.  8,  1828.  Proprietors  of 
the  Upper  Falls  Meeting  House  in  Newton,  inc.  Mar.  8, 1828. 

Universalist  — 

Old  Watertown.    Old  Watertown  Universalist  Church,  ,  1841. 

Newton  and  Watertown  Universalist  Society,  inc.  Mar.  3, 1827, 
dissolved  in  1847. 

Denomination  Unknown  — 
Thompsonville.    Thompsonville  Chapel.    Dedicated  Nov.  9,  1867. 


NORTIIFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

Northfield.    Baptist  Church,  Aug.  18,  1847. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 

Northfield.  Methodist  Church,  ,  1844 ;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

 ,  1810. 

NORTH  READING. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
North  Reading.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Universalist  — 
North  Reading.   Universalist  Church. 

NORTON. 
Dissenting-  Congregational  — 
Norton.   Dissenting  Congregational  Church,  ,  1748.' 

O  A  K  H  A  M  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Oakham.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  dissolved  about  1865. 

Presbyterian  — 

Oakham.    Presbyterian  Church,  Aug.  28,  1767,  dissolved  in  1783. 


*  Became  Baptist  April  1,  1761  and  united  with  tlio  Baptist  Society  in  Taunton. 
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ORANGE. 

Baptist  — 

Orange.   Baptist  Church,  ,  1834,  dissolved  in  1860. 

Unitarian  — 

Orange.  Congregational  Church  in  South  Wanvick,  ,  1782.'  Con- 
gregational Society  of  Orange,  inc.  Jalg  5,1784.  (Act  re- 
pealed Mar.  11, 1791.)  Trudccs  of  the  Congregational  Society 
in  Orange,  inc.  Jahj  5, 1784. 

Second.  Second  C'ongTcgational  Church,  West  Orange,  Oct.  13,  1837, 
dissolved  in  18G0. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 

West  Orange.    West  Orange  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1853 ; 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1794. 


ORLEANS. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Society  in  Orleans,  inc.  Mar.  13, 1834. 


OTIS. 

Baptist  — 

West  Otis.   Baptist  Church,  West  Otis. 

Congregational  — 
Bethlehem.    Church  in  Bethlehem,  Sept.  14,  1794,  absorbed  in  the 
present  church  in  1860. 

Loudon.    Church  in  Loudon,  Feb.  2, 1779,  absorbed  in  the  present  chui'ch 
in  1860. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Otis.   Methodist  Episcopal  Society  in  Otis,  inc.  Feb.  9, 1821. 


OXFORD. 

Unlversalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Church.    First  Universalist  Society,  April  27, 
1785,  dissolved  about  1858. 


PALMER. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Thorndike.    Thorndike  Methodist  ICpiscopal  Church,  Jan.  23,  1847, 
united  with  tlie  Bondsville. 

Three  Rivers.   Three  Rivers  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1841, 

united  with  the  Bondsville. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Palmer.   Protestant  JOpiscopal  Church. 


1  United  with  tho  North  Orange  Universalist  Church  in  1844. 
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PAXTON. 

Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Congregational  Church.    Second  Congregational  So- 
ciety about  1785,  united  with  the  First  in  1793. 


PELHAM. 

Baptist  — 

Packardville.   Packardville  Qmrch,  ,  1831. 

Congregational  — 
First  Union.   First  Union  Congregational  Church,  July  21,  1859. 

Unitarian  — 

Peliiam.    Unitarian  Church,  dissolved  before  1830. 


PETERSHAM. 

Baptist  — 

Petersham.   Baptist  Church,  about  the  time  of  tlie  Revolution. 
Universalist— 

Petersham.   Universalist  Church,  ,  1836,  dissolved  in  1842. 


PITTSFIELD. 

Congregational  — 
Union.    Union  Parish,  Aug.  22,  1809;  inc.  Feb.  27,  1809.    (Act  re- 
pealed eJunc  16,  1817  and  the  Union  I'arish  and  First  Parish 
"  shall  and  may  unite,  and  shall  have  power  and  be  held  as 
a  town  or  parish  "  for  public  worship.) 

Wesleyan  Methodist  — 
PiTTSFiELD.   Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  Jan.  1853. 


PLAINFIELD 

Baptist  — 

Plainfield.   Baptist  Church,  Feb.  25, 1833. 


PLYMOUTH. 

Christian  — 

Russell's  Mills.    Russell's  Mills  Church,  Nov.  23,  1857. 

Congregational  — 
Fourth.  Fourth  Coufircgational  Church  of  Plyrnoufh,  Massarhiisctts, 
June  18,  1818;  inc.  Feb.  2'7,  lSi)l,  united  with  tJie  ])resent 
Chilton ville  Congregational  Church;  Fourth  Congregational 
Church,  Chiltonville.  Th,e  Fourth  Con<irc(jationaL  Society  in 
Plymouth,  April  22,  181G  ;  inc.  Feb.  10,' 1810. 

Robinson.   Robinson  Church,  ,  1829,  reunited  with  the  Third  Church. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Plymouth.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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PLYMPTON. 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalis  Society  in  Plympton,  inc.  June  20, 1826. 
PRINCETON. 

Baptist— 

Pkinceton.    Baptist  Clmrch,  June  18,  1817. 

Congregational  — 

Princeton.    Evangelical  Church  in  Princeton,  ,  1830,  united  with 

the  First  Congregational  May  G,  1835.    Evangelical  Society. 

Presbyterian  — 

Princeton.    Presbyterian  Church,  Sept.  18,  1818,  dissolved  in  1830. 


QUINCY. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Church  of  Qidncij,  inc.  il/ar.  i  7,  dissolved 
in  1889.    Quincy  Baptist  Church,  ,  1867. 


•READING. 

Congrregational  — 
Reading.    Evangelical  Church,  became  the  First  Presbyterian  June  17, 
1873.    Evangelical  Society,  Aug.  29,  1871. 

Old  South.    Old  South  Church,  Feb.  21,  1770;  inc.  Feb.  21,  1770,  dis- 
solved June  30, 188G.    Third  Co?ir/rcf/aiio?ial  Society  i7i  Head- 
ing, inc.  Feb.  28, 1828 ;  Second  Congregational  Society  or 
Second  Parish.    Old  South  Parish  of  lleadiiuj,  inc.  Feb.  20, 
^    1880 ;  West  Parish  of  Readiny ;  South  Parish. 

Presbyterian  — 
First.   First  Presbyterian  Church,  June  17, 1873. 


REHOBOTH. 

Baptist— 

Oak  Swamp.   Oak  Swamp  Church,  Jan.  20,  1732,  dissolved  about  1795. 

Rehobotii.    Baptist  Clmrch,  ,  1663. 

Rehoboth.    Baptist  Church,  Jan.  20,  1773. 

Round's.   Round's  Church,  April  14,  1743,  reorganized,  ,  1783,  dis- 
solved about  1824. 

Free  Baptist  — 
Iron's.   Iron's  Church,  Oct.  2, 1777. 

Rehobotii.   Freewill  Baptist  Church,  Jan.  17, 1780. 

Rehoboth.   Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  April  4,  1789. 

Reformed  Methodist  — 
North  Rehoboth.    North  Rehobotii  Church,  —  ,  1826. 
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RICHMOND. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Richmond.    MelhodiM  Episcopal  Society  in  Richmond,  inc.  Jime  20^ 
1S20. 

ROCKPORT. 

Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  Mar.  15,  1855. 


ROAVE. 

Congregational  — 
ROWE.    Congregational  Church. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Church,  April  10,  1833. 

ROWLEY. 

Universalist — 

FiKST.   First  Universalidt  Society  in  Rowley,  April  18,  1858,  dissolved 
in  18G9. 

ROYALSTON. 

Baptist  — 

ROYALSTON.    Baptist  Society  in  Royalston,  inc.  June  20, 1807. 


RUSSELL. 

Congregational — 
Russell.   Congregational  Church,  Nov.  1,  1800.    Congregational  So- 
ciety,  ,  1797,  dissolved  in  18G8. 

Union.   Union  Church. 

RUTLAND. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Rutland.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,*  about  1840. 


SALEM. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Methodist  Ej^iscojxd  Church  and  Society  in  Salem,  inc. 
Mar,  5, 1829. 

Presbyterian  — 

Howard  Street.  Iloujard  Street  Church,  Dec.  29,  1803  ;  inc.  June  11, 
182.9;  First  Presbyter ia/i  Church  in  Saioii,  inc.  Jioie  5, 
1824.    The  BraurhSoc'mty,  inc.  Mar.  15, 1805. 


SALISBURY. 

Congregational  — 

Salisiu'KV.    Congregational  Church,  ,  1G38,  dissolved  Mar.  28, 1833. 

East  Tarish  in  Salisljury,  inc.  Mar.  15,  llUli. 


Universalist  — 

First.    First  Unirersalist  Society  in  Salislmry,  inc.  Feb.  22,  1812. 
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SANDISFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church,  Aug.  21,  1779.    The  First,  BajUisl  Society 
in  Sundis/icld,  inc.  Feb.  25,  1  704. 

Second.    Second  Baptist  Church,  April  25,  1788,  dissolved  iu  1837. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Saint  Andrew's.    Saint  Andrew's  Church,  Dec.  -,  1845.    The  F/piscopal 
Society  in  SimdisjiclU,  inc.  Feb.  27,  1797. 

SANDWICH. 

Congregational  — 
Puritan.   Puritan  Church,  Miir.  21, 1846. 

Second.    Second  Church  in  Sandwich,  ,  1734,  reunited  with  the  First 

in  1749. 

Second.    Second  Congregational  Chnrcli  of  Sandwich,  July  9,  1833. 

SAVOY. 

Baptist  — 

Second.   Second  Baptist  Church,  ,  1832. 

Congregational  —  * 
First.    First  Conqregational  Society  in  Snvoy,  inc.  Feb.  IS,  1811,  dis- 
solved in  1810. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Savoy.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


SEEKONK. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Church  in  Rehoboth,  ,  1G44.    Congrccjationnl  Society 

in  the  ioivn  of  Scckonh,  inc.  Fcl>.  12, 18ij4 ;  (UyiKjrvcjdfAonal 
Society  in  the  First  Precinct  in  the  town  of  ll(  hnJ>oth.,  inc.  June 
23,1792.  Trustees  of  the  Conrjreijational  Society  in  the  First 
Precinct  in  the  touni  of  PchobotJi,  inc.  June  23, 1792  ;  Trus- 
tees of  the  First  Parish  of  Rehoboth,  inc.  Feb.  11, 17 62,  act 
repealed  June  23,  1792. 


SHEFFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

First.    Baptist  Church,  July  7,  1825.    First  Baptist  Society  in  Sheffield, 
inc.  Jan.  26,  1S21. 

Protestant  Episcopal  — 
Sheffield.    Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  inc.  Feb.  22,  1814. 


S  11  E  L    U  R  N  P:  . 

Baptist  — 

Siielburne.    liaptist  Church,  Aug.  2t,  1S32,  dissolved  April  11,  1839. 
Unitarian  - 

Sheluuunk.    L'nitarian  Chun:// ,  Ayinl  11,1828.    Unitarian  AS'or/V/y,  Oct. 
1841. 
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S  H  E  R  B  O  R  N  . 

Wesleyan  Alethodist  — 
Sherbohn.    Wesleyan  Methodist  Society,  ,  1848,  dissolved  in  1854. 


SHREWSBURY. 

Baptist- 

Shrewsbury.    Shrewsbury  and  Boylston  Baptist  Society,  ,  1812, 

united  with  the  Baptist  Societij  in  New  England  Village, 
Grafton,  in  183G. 


Undenominational  — 
First.    First  Restoration  Society,  April  11,  1820;  inc.  April  2G,  1824. 

Universalist  — 
Shrewsbury.   Universalist  Church. 


SHUTESBURY. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Shutesbury.    Methodist  l^^piscopal  Church,  June  -,  1849. 

Universalist  — 
Shutesbury.   Universalist  Society,  June  1,  1829. 


SOUTHBOROUan. 
Congregational  — 
SOUTHBOROUGH.    Church  of  Christ  in  Southborough,  dissolved  in  1831.* 

Unitarian  — 

Southborough.   Unitarian  Church,  Oct.  21, 1730.    First  Parish. 


SOUTH  HADLEY. 

Congregational  — 

First.   First  Congregational  Church  of  South  Hadley  Falls,  ,  1861. 

First  Congregational  Society  in  South  Hadley  Falls. 

South.    South  Church  of  Christ  in  South  Hadley,  Aug.  12,  1824.  South 
Religious  Society  in  South  Hadley,  Feb.  28,  1824. 


S  O  U  T  H  W I C  K  . 
Protestant  Episcopal  — 
First.    First  Episcopal  Societv  in  the  town  of  Southwick,  inc.  June  18, 
1825. 

SPENCER. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Church*  Juno  .'>0,  1819,  dissolved  not  long  alter 
1850. 


Universalist  — 

Spencer.    Universalist  Churrh,  April  22,  1S:;(),  dissolved  about  1850. 
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S  T  E  R  L I N  G  . 

Universalist — 

Sterling.    Universalist  Church*  about  183G,  dissolved  about  1853. 


STONEHAM. 

Universalist  — 
Stoneham.    Universalist  Church,  about  1840. 


STOUGHTON. 

Unitarian  — 
Stoughton.    Unitarian  Church,  ,  1825. 


Oongreg-ational  — 
Stow.   Evangelical  Church,  May  11,  1839. 


Universalist  — 
Stow.   Universalist  Society,  ,  1830. 


SUTTON. 

Baptist  — 

Anabaptist.  Anabaptist  Socictij,  Sept.  16,  1735. 
Sutton.   Baptist  Church,  July  13,  17G2. 


SWANSEA. 
Six  Principles  Baptist  — 
Swansea.    Six  Frinciples  Baptist  Church,  dis.^^olved  Mar.  31, 1853. 


TAUNTON. 

Christian  Baptist  — 
Triscott  Street.    Christian  Bai)tist  Church. 


Free  Baptist  — 

Weir  Street.  Weir  Street  Clmrch.  BajUist  Society  mmposed  of  In- 
habilauis  of  (he  towns  of  Frectoiv/i,  Taunton  and  Bej'kley,  inc. 
J2me  23,1797. 


Universalist  — 

First.    Universalist  Cluirch,  ,1825.    First  Unirersaltst  Society //i 

Taunton  in  the  (Jounttj  <f  Jlristol,  inc.  Feb.  22,  lS2o. 


TKMIM.KTON. 

Universalist  — 
Templeton.    lj'niv(!rsalist  Church,  about  1850. 
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TISBURY. 

Baptist  — 
South.    South  Baptist  Church. 

Congregational  — 
Spking  Street.    Spring  Street  Church,  April  18,  1844, 

TiSBUiiY.    Congregational  Church. 

Unitarian  — 
TiSBUKY.   Unitarian  Church. 


TOWNSEND 

Unitarian  — 
TowNSEND.    Unitarian  Church,  Feb.  1830. 


TYNGSBOROUail. 

Baptist  — 

FiKST.   Baptist  Church,  ,  1835.    First  Bcvplisl  Society  in  Tyngs- 

borough,  inc.  Mar.  13, 1834. 


TYRINGHAM. 

Congregational  — 
First.    Congregational  Church,  Sept.  25,  1750.    First  Congrcgntionnl 
Society  in  Tyringham,  inc.  Jtme  10, 1809. 


UPTON. 

Baptist  — 

Upton.   Anabaptist  Church,  ,  1751. 


WAKEFIELD. 

.  Unitarian  — 

Wakefield.   Unitarian  Church  of  South  Reading,  Mar.  21,  1830. 


WALES 

Congregational  - 

Wales.    Congregational  Church  in  South  BriraficUl,  ,  1819.  West 

Parish  in  the  District  of  South  Jiriinjicld,  inc.  Feb.  21, 1706. 


WALTH  AM. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Chiirch  in  AValtham,  Jan.  4, 17".s,  dissolved  Aj)ril  30,  1840 ; 

Church  in  the  West  l'ro(;in(;t  of  Waterlown,  Nov.  27,  1090. 

First  Parish  in  Walthani,  ,  1738  ;  West  l*recinct  of  Watcr- 

town,  inc.  Jwu:  14,  10!)8. 

Second.    Second  Orthodox  Church,  prior  to  1858.    Second  R(digious 
Sociclf  in  Waltham,  ,  1«13,  dissolved  in  LSll. 


>  Sco  also  tlie  existinj,'  Socoml  lloliKious  Society,  unci  aiiotlier  extinct. 
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Unitarian  — 

Independent.  Tlie  Church  connected  with  tlie  Independent  Congrega- 
tional Society  ^lay  9,  1841.  Independent  Congregational  .S'c*- 
tiety^  June  25,  1838;  inc.  Feb.  1,  1839.  Firi>t  Parish  in 
Walthain,  inc.  May  S,  1800'. 

Second.  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Walthani,  Jan.  8,  1826,  dis- 
solved in  1838.  Second  Religious  Socle ty  '  in  AValtham,  Jan, 
8,  1826,  dissolved  in  1838. 


Universalist  — 

FiKST.    First  Universalist  Church,  May  26, 1838.    FirH  Universalist  So- 
ciety in  Wallham*  Mar.  6, 1839  ;  inc.  Mar.  22, 1839. 


WARE. 

Baptist  — 
Ware.   Baptist  Church,  ,  1846. 


WARREN. 

Universalist  — 

First.   First  Universalist  Chf/rch  of  Western,  ,  1815,  dissolved  in 

1833.  Universalist  Society  of  Western  and  Brookfield,  inc. 
June  19, 1819. 

Western.   Universalist  Church,  about  1820. 


WARWICK. 

Universalist  — 

Warwick.    The  Universalist  Beligious  Society  in  Warwick,  inc.  Feb. 
25, 1814. 

WASHINGTON. 

Baptist  — 

First.   First  Baptist  Society  in  Washington,  inc.  June  16, 1820. 

Congregational  — 

Washington.    Congregational  Church,  ,1772.    Congregational  5o- 

ciety  in  the  town  of  Washington. 


WATERTO  WN. 

Congreg-ational  — 
Third.    Third  Church  of  Watertown,  ,  1720,  dissolved  in  1722. 

Universalist  — 
Watertown.    Universalist  Church,  dissolved  Aug.  3,  1889. 


W  E  L  L  F  L  E  E  T  . 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
South  Wi:li-fli:i:t.    Methodist  J'.piscopal  Church. 

Wellflekt.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


'  Seo  also  the  existing  Second  Religious  Society,  and  anotlior  extinct. 
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WENDELL. 

Baptist  — 

Wendell.    Wendell  Baptist  Church,  June  11,  1799.    Wendell  Baptist 

Society. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Wendell.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  existing  in  1812. 

Wendell.    Universalist  Church,  existing  in  1819. 


WESTBOROUGH. 

Unitarian  — 

Westbokougil    Unitarian  Church,  ,  1834,  dissolved  soon  after. 


WESTFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

Westfikld.    Baptist  Church,  ,  1819. 

Second.  Second  Baptist  Church,  June  G,  1786. 
West  Farms.   West  Farms  Church,  ,  1806. 


WESTPORT. 

Christian— 

FmST.    First  Christian  Baptist  Society  in  Wcstport,  inc.  Feb.  11, 1833, 
reincorporated  Mar.  23, 1843. 

Congregational  — 
Westport.    Congregational  Church,  ,  1818. 


WEST  SPRINGFIELD. 

Baptist  — 

Feeding  Hills.    Feeding  Hills  Baptist  Church,  ,  1740,  dissolved  in 

1797. 


Methodist  Episcopal  — 
West  Springfield.   Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ,  1844. 


Protestant  Episcopal  — 
West  Springfield.   Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 


WEST  STOCKBRIDGE. 

Baptist  — 

West  Stockii ridge.    Baptist  rA^^/r//,,  ,1792.    llic.  Baptist  Beligious 

Society  i)L  Wc.^t  Slockbrid(jc,  inc.  Feb.  '2ij,  17^)4. 


W II A  V  E  E  Y  . 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  liaptist  Cliurch  of  Clirist,  May  o,  1789,  dissolved  Aug.  23, 
1850. 
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Congregational  — 
Second.    Second  Cono^regational  Church  of  Wliately,  Nov.  10,  1842, 
reunited  with  the  First  CImrch  about  18G-4. 

Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Whately.    Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Unitarian  — 

First.    First  Unitarian  Congregational  Society  of  AVliately,  Jan.  9, 1866. 
Universalist  — 

First.    First  Universalist  Society,  IVIay  20, 1839,  merged  in  the  Unitarian. 


WILLIAMSTO  WN. 

Baptist  — 

First.    First  Baptist  Churchy  —     1791,  dissolved  in  1811. 


WILMINGTON. 

Baptist  — 
Wilmington.   Bajjtist  Church. 

Free  Baptist  — 
WionNGTON.   Freewill  Baptist  Society,  ,  1840. 


WINDSOR. 

Baptist  — 

Windsor.  Baptist  CMirch.  Aug.  21,  1821,  dissolved  Dec.  .SO,  1851  = 
Baptist  Society  in  Windsor,  inc.  Feb.  25,  1806,  dissolved  Mar. 
22,  1852. 

WINTHROP. 

Congregational  — 
First.    First  Coiigrcf/ational  Society  i7i  Winthrop,  inc.  Ja7i.  31, 1800, 
act  repealed  Mar.  7, 180G. 


W  O  B  U  R  N  . 

Congregational  — 
Third.    Third  Churrh,  Sept.  17,  1710.    Third  Society,  July  -,  1747, 
united  with  the  First  Church  and  Vurish  in  1756. 

New  Jerusalem  — 
North  Wobukn.    New  Jerusalem  Church,  North  Woburn. 

Unitarian  — 

North  WouuitN.    Unitarian  CJiur<-h,  North  Woburn.    Unitarian  So- 
ciety,,  ,  1866. 

Universalist  — 

First.    Universalist  Church.    First  Universalist  Society,  —  l''^27, 

united  with  the  llnitarhin. 
Second.    Second  Universalist  Church  in  Woburn,  July  15,  17  17,  reunited 

with  the  First. 
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WORCESTER. 

Second  Advent  — 
Worcester.    Second  Advent  Church,  ,  1850. 

WRENTHAM. 
Denomination  Unknown  — 
Plainville.    Union  Congregational  Church  in  Plainville,  inc.  JNIar.  11, 
1886,  dissolved  in  18U0. 


YARMOUTH. 
Methodist  Episcopal  — 
Yarmouthpokt.    Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy  Yarmouthport. 


